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SANTA BARBARA IS 
STILL OK; A-BLAST 
REPORT JUST HOAX 

.\prankster with what the General 
Telephone Co. called "some techni­
cal knowledge" caused widespread 
fear that a nuclear accident had de­
stroyed Santa Barbara and its sur­
roundine:s Sunday. 

A telephone company spokesman 
said the prankster e\idently used a 
de,·ice which intercepted certain 
calls made by direct distance dial­
ing, and represented himself either 
as an emergency operator or :Marine 
Corps officer. 

The spokesman said the man told 
the long-distance callers "There has 
been a nuclear explo~ion on Santa 
Barbara and all telephone lines are 
out." 

Apparemly. the ~poke:;man added. 
the hoax: was only conducted for 
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about 30 minutes during. 
the early afternoon. -· 

But the effects continu·ed 
throughout the day, with 
alanned calls r:to <ieneral 
Telephone Co." a~~ 1-.0 ~n­
ta Barbara police from as 
far awav as Florida and 
Alaska. demanding dt:;~il6. 
of the "tragedy", and ask­
ing. in some case~. · if 
World War Ill had begun. 

Police and telephone ex­
perts were in\·estigating 
the matter, but reported · 
n~ry little progress in 
identifying the perpetra- · 
tor of the hoa.x-or even in 
finding out just how he 
did it, or where he hooked 
his equipment temporarily 
into the telephone system. 

Electronics e:..11erts spe­
culated that the prankster 
had used a device called a 
"blow-by" box ·and )ceyed 
it to the direct dialing fre-. 
quency, to intercept tli~ 
incoming caiJs. ·· 

But th~ ~a'dmitted the 
Interception could have 

· been made .~just about' 
· anywhere.".' an d ad de d 
that. unless the · prank 
we- :ott..-.i\nt.-<1 ·;a 11: ai n, 
4-iere !s \'ciT llttie cnan~e 

· that the prankster .or his' 
method of· operation will 
be detennined. · 


