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SANTA BARBARA ISSTILL OK; A-BLAST REPORT JUST HOAX
Iﬁgsﬁggdes'l'lmes(mBG-Currem File); Nov 11, 1974; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1985)

SANTA BARBARA IS
STILL OK; A-BLAST
REPORT JUST HOAX

A prankster with what the General
Telephone Co. called "some techni-
cal knowledge" caused widespread
fear that a nuclear accident had de-
stroyed Santa Barbara and its sur-
roundings Sundav.

A telephone company spokesman
said the prankster evidently used a
device which intercepted certain
calls made by direct distance dial-
ing, and represented himself either
as an emergency operator or Marine
Corps officer.

The spokesman said the man told
the long-distance callers "There has
been a nuclear explosion on Santa
Barbara and 2all telephone lines are
out.” .

Apparently. the spokesman added.
the hoax was only conducted for
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about 30 minutes during.
the early afternoon. =
But the effects continued
throughout the day, with
alarmed calls Ao General
Telephone Co. and to San-
ta Barbara police from as
far away as Florida and
Alaska, demanding details-
of the "tragedy”, and ask-
ing. in some cases, i
World War 111 had begun.
Police and telephone ex-
perts were investigating
the matter, but reported:
very little progress in
identifving the perpetra--
tor of the hoax—or even in
finding out just how he
did it, or where he hooked
his equipment temporarily
into the telephone system.
Electronics experts spe-
culated that the prankster
had used a device called 2
"hlow-by" box and keyed
it to the dircct dialing fre-.
quency, to intercept the
incoming calls. © . - -
But thev ‘admitted the
interception could have
"bheen made ."just about’
-anywhere,” and added
that, unless the prank
were sttewintad ‘again,
there 15 very Jittle chance,
'that the prankster .or his
method of "operation will
be determined. )
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