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BELL TOLLS ON FREE CALLS 

Party's Over1 Fir·m 
Tells 1Phone Phreaks~ 

PHILADELPHIA (UP!) 
-American Telephone & 
Telegraph· Co. announced 
an international investiga­
tion Tuesday into the use 
of sophisticated electronic 
de .vice~ by so-called 
"phone phreaks" to place 
illegal, toll-free long dis­
tance telephone calls. 

William S. Cashel, pres­
ident of Bell 'felephone 
Co. of Pennsylvania, said 
an investigation there was 
expanded into 14 states 
and 'Great Britain after .the 
arrests of four Jlersons in , 
Chester County, Pa., and I 

two others in .1iernphis, 
Carl Teets, headquarters 

security manager for Bell 
of Pennsylvania, said the 
electronic devices, known 
as "blue boxes," w.e r e 
developed about 10 years· 
;Jgo by "quite intelligent'' 
inventors with electronic' 

ot· engineering back­
gwunds. 

He said the "blue boxes," 
assembled for between $20 
and $25, consisted of a 
multiple frequency tone 
generator t h a t allowed 
users to bypass ·long. dis­
tance operators .and to use 
toll lines without paying 
for the calls. Teets would 

not elaborate. 
T e e t s said telephone 

companies became con­
cerned abo)lt. a year ago 
when investigators discov­
ered that 50 to GO persons 
were using the . devices 
He said the group dubbed 
itself the "phone p~eaks.Q 


