EXPLODING

g8 Exploding The Phone db51

www.explodingthephone.com

Bibliographic Cover Sheet

Title Cornfeld Charged With Phone Fraud
Publication Los Angeles Times
Date 1975-06-05

Abstract Financier Bernard Cornfeld indicted for using blue boxes to make
fradulent overseas calls.

Keywords  Bernard Cornfeld (indicted); Pacific Telephone and Telegraph; blue
box; FBI; Beverly Hills, CA

Source ProQuest

The following pages may contain copyrighted material. We believe that our use of this material for non-commercial educational and
research purposes constitutes "fair use" under Section 107 of U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to use this material for purposes that
go beyond "“fair use," you must obtain permission from the copyright owner, if any. While it will make us slightly sad to do so, we
will nonetheless comply with requests from copyright owners who want their material removed from our web site.




Cornfeld Charged With Phone Fraud ) )
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Jun 5, 1975; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1985)
B32

Cornfeld Charged
With Phone Fraud

Financier Bernard Cornfeld, former head of a multimil-
lion~dollar mutual fund empire, was indicted Wednesday
by a federal grand jury here on charges of defrauding the
Pacific Telephone Co. through use of two illegal "blue
box" devices used to make 344 overseas phone calls,

The blue boxes were seized from Cornfeld's plush Bev-
erly Hills mansion Jan. 28 by the FBI. Cornfeld's secretary
was arrested at the time and accused of using the devices.

But no charges were brought against Cornfeld until
‘Wednesday.

Asst, U.S. Atty. Robert C. Bonner said Cornfeld directed
or caused the blue boxes to be used from at least July,
1974, until they were seized." '

Bonner estimated the phone company was cheated out
of $1,000 for each month the illegal devices were used. He
added it was not known how long the boxes had actually
been in use or why the millionaire was using the devices
to call Europe.

The devices, the indictment alleged, intercept the phone
company's long-distance overseas network so as to make
the phone calls for free.

If convicted, Cornfeld could receive a maximum of five
years in prison on each of the three counts on which he
was indicted.
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