
Exploding The Phone
www.explodingthephone.com
Bibliographic Cover Sheet

db84

Title A Capt. Crunch Arrest

Publication San Francisco Chronicle

Date 1972-05-05

V/I/P p. 4

Abstract John Thomas Draper arrested, suspected of being notorious phone
phreak Captain Crunch.

Keywords Captain Crunch; phone phreaks; Los Gatos, CA; FBI; John Thomas
Draper; San Jose City College; California Microwave, Sunnyvale, CA;
tandem; 2600; whistle

Source Author Research

The following pages may contain copyrighted material.  We believe that our use of this material for non-commercial educational and
research purposes constitutes "fair use" under Section 107 of U.S. Copyright Law.  If you wish to use this material for purposes that
go beyond "fair use," you must obtain permission from the copyright owner, if any.  While it will make us slightly sad to do so, we
will nonetheless comply with requests from copyright owners who want their material removed from our web site.



Apartm
.A.reRejl

UNB

RAN

~ave 40'% t

,
I

I

r;;; ( '){7 1­

n . ~.;. I.

t· '-\

Sr cklltM

'rrest- At anemotio
--ea liearing yes

• -P.lanning Con
• unanilpously. _:
·pro~ to'b!
unit ;apartme~
on &' half .&cn!

t Oarendorl-' a ~
Mount Sutro. .

The .site Is 110'

JOHN THOMAS DRAP.ER ing range owne
LOlIg dilt.llce Francisco Arch

der .its present
. ' only 89 bomes c

. The -.26Ot\",~s:lL~~nstR1eted....:.so .he key to the Captain's -_.

name. One phrea~ once dis- But the comn
covered 'that t.oy whistles have allowed il:
that came in boxes of Cap- sity at Levitt·l
tain Crunch cereal gave out HO'lSing Corp..
a perfect 2600-cycle signal. that wants to ,
. COMMENT development, h

Drar.'~ .ll<turally had little would be. b~nE
to sa.'· alv,ut the charges _ city.
or ~ b<l .: ':R"g '~ap~ Planning;),

Crunl-:t. "./ ~.f •, .." ,1 I ~alft Jacobs saia :he
t a l!r ~ ,'It ~11yt!n:lg like est ne)!d is ;0
that," he tOld The Chronicle residence. i.:..~

after he was released. apartments ax
He stood in a phone booth, I'O 0 m apartJi

in Santa Clara County Jatl would have 1

- wearing black .pants, a bulk of the del

red· white· and - blu\! plaid About 100'
shirt. glaSses and hair down P'

. to the n'ape of his neck. ed the meetIn~

~CHO . "Listen, do me a favor _ proposal.

- He has called hlmself on don't mention that pselldo- The com OJ

an around·t.he world circuit name from til,,! magazine ullanimousl~'.

just to listcll to. the peeubar articte," he added .. It won't for a new res'

echo and the 2(}.second delay help my ('ase at all." Huntington H

from the ne he spoke and When told the FBI had Hill.

the time his vc¥ce returned lIsed it in a prf'~~ release. he L'Et'l th

- via Tokyo, South Africa. nodded and said, "1 figured .01 e.

London, New York and nu- that." . rant· In ille he

-merous~tler-far,·nung ..cor· - He--pttl- II ~dime -in--t~e.t2'Jt~~

ners of thE globe.. phone, dialed. .:md then got IS premIUm ­

Once, hE c~Ued himself what .mus, have been a you eat there

around th., woi.ld eastward shocking experience _ a .gets a bIt: fl

~d westward at ~ same wrong num~r Mou!ton. an

. ume - Olil: way Via cable, After c ,;,:..g 31: operator spoke for the

)ne way via :atellite - so ,lDd gdU;:6 crecl.t. for hIS The comrm.

) h~ could have both phc'1e.. 10'st dime. ne tried ~.g3in a ne',' entran

I
,rlOg at the same time. pnt "This number is nllt in serv- and ti'e resta

tne receiVE rs together, ,nd ice at this lJme" said a objection~. of

se~d his \ dce back a:lJItnd recor<ied me. sage ~aid an addi!

Ijle world tWice agam. Jt "Thev've discQnlJected '~1\' would not COl

was all free. of course. !lOme r:il('r...· .. Ue said sadh" tull ~()nlm

He has claimed that he .

has no desire to destro' tho
telephone company (il an
interView tnat was part of a
story on phone phJ'eaks in
·Esquir~ Ul a g a zin e last
year). arJlOugh he 'ctaims
. three wel'.equippe(t·phreaks
could "bufy-out" the entire
telephone s y s t e.m of the
United 5t 1tes.

"If I de: anything. it's just
for the r u r e knowledge
of the (,),.mputerized tele­
phone) ;,:;stem," he was
quoted as .laying.

'!'he ke~' to the technique is
the 'ise of "tandems," t.he
long cl.tstance phone circlll!s_
that conn~.::t the cities 0; the .
w(lrld

When Ilol in use. a
tandem ~t'lId;' out a 2600­
cycle-per'Hcond signal from
both end$ -- one atertir.g the

horne phc' es it. serves that it
'" fre". .he other ~)f"lal

!,lerting t~e rest of the .....
11'rr. that ,t b availab' '.;
'\~

~'.

; ,.

2

rs

o
th" i :lad heen lIble to sllr­
VlH i:l fresh-air polc;;ets or
I)' tapping the <lU pipes
\\-tn I} fmc the Sunsh,io£ 's
"f~mlle, uf chambers and
passagcways

1'he fire brokl' oul <It
lP'<:!'lby 'ru".,dav '" Dld lIl"­
h "s in Ih~ 88-y~~r-ohJ ·"me
d. the :J{JlJO '" 40l~1.loot IHel.

:\ to" nr l(),Q \.... l":ero;, got

n
Ilorary's 1ec ._ .1·.... ,:erv .•:es DIVI­

S,"'" Instrl'clcd ~hE' ;)Iunteers 0:
the best methods for getting nd

ot the grime - soap' and water
for covers, erasers for the pages.
The city has estimated that it will
cost at least $80,000 to restore
the burned-c.Jt library.

I

Grows

ro'" 11 the 'rapped
"'\Oi~ heJ1f'ved dt th~i!

,~prf' ,)ff,"'ial:. t;UPP(J

t. Cru

.f!-,('

, ~I

(or :?9 - he differs with the
FBI on the age l. was ar­
raigned on charges of fraud­
ulently using the telephone
company's Ion g distancc
network before e.S. magis­
trate Norden f. Blacker in
san Jose and later released
on hIS own recognizance.

....... :i t ''-

'-'lab said the rescue crew~,

\I;Jng breathing masks "-t,d
tank,; of a '( ). g e n han
l'eJcl,~d the hOI~l J'OO~l nr'
'he " 1(1 ,halt and orl'­
"dl cu to de'l:elle! [0 The
.lOl~d"l)l ;,.\ el ~, ti()on Q._ II

~'a[ ollmp<'r1 out ;IOG Ih~

h", t c1~a"ed of '1)()l ~fI(l dp­
bl'l<

a

Tol

Book

•Ine

r ... ;, 'hIll"
'. p

SO,11e of more than 60 -olun·
tef-'! ~ were cleanlr,q bouks darTl

4geo ,n the March-J I arson tire
at Ortega Branch Publ.c Llbrarv
.esterday W,tn about naif ot
,;,e 16.500 smoke-soded books
r 'eaneo and 'eady for reuse,
Sec - geL u teenter) of the

Phone P reak Suspect

Whether or not Draper. '. and 30 and May l.

who is a student at san Jose He is scheduled to appear .'

City College and a part-time for a preliminary hearing on

employee of Ca1i!ornia Mi- . the charges-in U.S. Di¢t .

crowa\·e. a sl1l1l1y'vale elee- Court here at 10·-a-:m. un

tronics firm, is the notorious May 26.

Captain Crunch. the FBI .. CA~

claims he made free long - Captain . Crunch has be-

distance calls on March 'l:l com e a hero of phone
phreaks (who specialize in

~ __ __ ;..". • ••J ...:;:..."- 1naJCUl~olTg- distance-l.-alls
'vithout haviJ1!: to pay ;J'
''''em by circumvenijng
checking devices) through
his talent. 1I.>r penonning as­
tounding f~ats with tele­
;>horte circuits.

For a while. he drove
4I"" nd the country in a
". ;'sw~en bus packed witt
"~mplex electronic and COllI­
:- ,',er equi\?lIlent.

The cap:ain would stop ,.t
a phone booth -Gn isolated
roads, plug a cable from his
van into tl>e phone lines. and
take off "ia the phone cir­
cuits to New York. London.
Paris. Mos( ow, or a r 0 u n d
the world.

-:.A man believed to be
Captain Cmnch. the bane
-cl telephone companies
and the he1'O of "phone
-pbreaks" aCI'Oss the coun­
'try. was arrested Ileal' his
.name in Los Gatos yester­
day by the FBI.
•. :Iobn Thomas Draper .• 28

KpIIogg, Idaho
::l'scuer, rea (. h '" d thl'

'mokp do~ged . 'r,. 10
"h~ft r)f thp Sun~llInc>""1"
~~p;;tr-rdd\' ~:1d [flund ':-l~':-JT

rr.I')I·~· r)1:rJIP;;'; h~ in~jng ,(',

.::! ~!l.· d(\.:.ttn I IJ; l;' dv'
II, T' r -::: t '-l~ "'1;-:' nph" ,fl

\\""'r",:p on .... 'h· .' :T,lnrl1::
,-n";: pil'>"s~d on IO\-'<:trd .11

',' r'Jfipl"'·. ~;J ,"I,J (1",,-..


