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Bay ‘Phonephreak’
Gets Off the Hook

Elton (Al) Hall, one of
those ‘‘phonephreaks” who
give Ma Bell nightmares,

~'was put on probation for two

years yesterday.

The light sentence was im-

. posed Dby Municipal Court
- Judge Agnes O’Brien Smith
- after Hall pleaded guilty to
- possession of an illegal elec-

tronic device called a “blue

: box.”

“A very pleasant ouf-

¢ come,” said Hall, 32, who’s

legally blind.
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*She didn't
even fine me.”

Hall admitied using the
box” to make
hundreds, perhaps thou-

© sands, of free phone calls
* around the world.

He was arrested July 30

Hall, 566 Bush street.

after a month-long investi- (
gation by the Pacific Tele-
phone Co.

“A helluva hobby,” said
Hall, who operates a busi-
ress, Call Alert, out of his
Market sireet flat. “I never
made any money out of it.”

Hundreds of dollars worth -
of electronic equipment was
confiscated, said Iall, -
whose dream it is to be a
telephome company trouble- .
shooter. .

Lafayette Club

The Lafayette Club will}
have a Candidates’ Night at
8 p.m. tomorrow at N.D.V.
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