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'uprob ,';). l

yB RBARASULLIVliN
Staff Writer

First of two articles
Thirty years ?go Ihe word ·.:.telephonE''' cor!-

jw'C'd up Oll~ pidUH:. . - -

A black 0 jecl wit:. 11 m:>l1 "I:ite circular
center, Oil \',hich \\"11$ hand ..rit ell ~'O' r four­
digit hone number. You picked up tl e recei\'­
rr, and the operator said "mmlb<>r please"
and you werc Oil ~ our way. Hor('full~'.

The major d ffcrenee betw~n telephoJlt'
was \ 'hether you h'ld a priva eli, or a p:Jl1y
line, And how fri ndly your I al operator
was.

Like the doctors who make house calls. old­
fashioned math and c:rewcuts, th t not- o-Iong·
ago black trl_ hJ. e has allliul disapp<>ared.

The av rage Califomia resident today has
1,44 telephone.> in his home.

In the Livermore. Pleasanton nr 'a. that a\,·
erage come a lillIe higher. to about 1.7
phones per I' .siden!.

Those a\'er[.ges reflfft a II rcsidE'1 s, regad·
less of what tyPe' of home' or a -"nment they
live in, lf the ai ('rages f(' C'Ct(od nly fami ies
li'.ing in hou E'S. the averag~ \ 'old probab y
work out to a little 0\'Cr two p:,one per fami·
Iy,

The phoue company pUs a limit of se\'('n
r.looes in anyone I' sid nee - If yOll want
mort> than sr\'f'n. you ha\ e to grt lather line
(andanoth rbill).

PhOll03 ha\' b<'conJr part of the decor in t!:e
American h'l .c. and, in ".orne ho[m,'. pa t of
the . t:i Ii.:' ~.I'n,bol - phr..,C's ill h OaLl['oo,
an<L i);lrd~' ph') es f rthe kid.

Thl: choices ;,c' ng l. e r,'" l. C'rdcr' ng is
1.77 t('l('phr,:,u~ <Ire aliou~ a \'31 ied ;)S

swalehe's of ,lIlit Ing. ' .

Black is s i.1 ;l\'<li!11ble: so al'(, 10 other eJI­
ors. Cords come in varying lengths. with a

)

nine-foot co~ for the housewife' W 0 want to
go stir the soup 01' I'.'ash tlie di~t1" I'lule she's
onth~ phoDc

1here's th ' de',r rhnl1c ami the wall phone,
Th~re's t!" 'i" I 1'1.0:1:' and the !lll!c:h!.v. e telt··
p!JC'!l:' .- Ill,,: ' :," ;,1 ;"ail\' r'~:l'fl'f" 0 ,C lhe
pa·;l.·bllt ['n pr,' ',('. 'J n,'r'~'~ l~r IJ; I! t't'~S ph01 e
\.all il-IItl" 1.',,1: fer ii,( i)'~d'l·,·l( ....J i;<:r("~

{h~ trin Iii t· J.' .tJ!·,(, \\'l'n I:. c!i.:l I Plltlc,'1S on
tIe l'C'Cei 'l'f. TII~1("S a !:ilr,r>1 pdt''ll' that fits
flll.! h in 0 tl~2 wall.

HOII'en'.. tk :: 'illS tho:!. han' seC'1l ~h(' black
x of a ttl 'r~lC::" t'hal:~ tv a s!vek p:- rt of

t cecor m,d tl . ('r,': :,tt ,", \'vict' {'h. nge to a
! clia1tone het 'C n"r a:l bro'Jght all I'o~es to:. la
Beil.

me\\'hl~r(' (j ICf):; thr line. the il age has
ch,'lnged fro:n the friendly op('ratC'1 's voice to
Estilbli hment.

And it has come an acccptable pal1 of
life, for man~ IX'ople, to b<'at III LtCit>­
llshm nl.

Ace din,::, to a .e 'wI J,; b!lc3,ion of the Rell
Trle;;ho, l' \;;> ~87il:'" ~'ell lost '0. 1(' ~~~,S mil·
hOIl from crl'{k Cilr an I :id 1rty ch,'a sin
IT!. That's up h:~t, i:- 5-n rer ('<'Ill from a
~,S r ulli :'l lo. s frrrll thos tll'O t.' I'S of cheat-
I gl:ll~ I. ..

Credit card r ('Ming oceu wher! r,dls are
eh 1"( to a .1 cr.y credIl 'rr.bt-r. And the
thid ',SOli c~!r iltirg occurs \'.ht'n Pt rson
~\ Iller 011.' l', ti~ F' r50n ,'WIl r T\\o and
cha C'; he c: '. III el h('1 il!10 t'xis:rn f' rson
. 'u:nlY.'r Tr:~, '. 'r ~ t!.:rd p r:,OI1 p:( k d at
I' ':dom iro:n:!i: ~ 10:'" I} .J:

rlC'! thef(' a l ' ,,' l:"lIle "phrl·",'.s" who
Ct likir }·..Ic;"s IL ... !"_ ',;!~ \,.t " Ct'\'! 'l' C:llled
ti,e 'I it' nIX 1t.1[ II ,!.LO ttl n. III !It.'r-:ne. in
dfpcL their 0'.\ illJ:lc~ ,'I:-t,m t· upel'.l or.

It's SOll~I'\\'h;l{ t' a s'!'n 0' h" IlI,llS t at
m.l ·h· ; Il:r p'.J' Jed s not leprd su.:h pas­
times - eliminal 0 .. ('vell 11 icu!~rly wrong


