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2 lndicte
for Fraud in
Phone Case

A federal grand jury here in
dicted two young Milwaukee
men \Vednesday on chargeS of
defra.uding the Wisconsin Tele
phonE' Co. by sending tones
over telephone wires that du
plicated thos lIsed by opera
tors to m ke connections in
the 'l'n:u~d St:J.tcs a::c ::;-cu,"1d
the world.

The scheme enablE'd the men
to make toll fret! long distance
calls, the indictments charged.

A third m n wa,; indicted on
a charge of maki:ig a faJs~

statt'ment under o:nh to the
grand jury while being ques
tioned about the alleged tele
phone scheme.

The indictments were the
first here for duplicating tele
phone tones. Such activity is
report d to be small, but grow
ing, nationally, accordm~ to
Steven Underwood, an assist
Mt US attorney who handled
the grand jury cas .

The men :lccllsed of sending
the tones :Ire ichard A. Gclrd
ner, 22, of 3457 •. ~15t . 't.. ::nd I
William A. Schub~rt, 24, of I
3855 S. 7th St.

Thorn:ls S. Ewe r t, 22, of
7210 W. jjJue. 1oUI1d Rd., \OVau
WillOYl, \\'.1 accu~ rt of I~'ing

h fore the gcand jury on June
5.

Gardnl'r, lJn em. faye of the
Louis A:lis Curp., i15 accused
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of sending the tones from Feb
Iruary to May with a blue box,
I a device capable of reproduc-/
lin g the telephone company
tones. I

Schubert, an employe of the
Briggs & Stratton Corp., sent a
tap e recording of the tones
over telephone wires, the in
dictment charged.

. The indictments charged
that the men would dial 1, a
long distance aceess number,
and the n 800. That enabled
the m to gain access to any
wide area telephone service
(WATS) line, a commercial t01l
free line. Then, the indictments
continued. the y applied the
tones, which allowed them to
complete the Ion g distance
ca1ls outside the WATS sys
tem.

Gardner was charged with
four co u n t s bf fraud and
Schubert with two.

Gardner made a call with
the blue box from Milwaukee
to London on an unspecified
day last Fehruary, the indIct
ment charged. and he made
three more calls from Wauke
sha to London on l\Iay 18, it
said.

Schubert was accused of
making it call with hI t<Jpe re
cording fro m l\lilwaukee to
Omaha, 0: b.. on May 13 and
from I lilwaukl'e to Plantanon,
Fla., on .. \. I~.

E\'. crt w' s nccused of l~ ing
when he told the grand jury

·lhat he had ncver wilnC'ssC'd
Gardner using the blue box.


