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B.r BILL ilGUREN 
l"rti<S Bu.U.es~ J:ditur 

A man arrested here back 
in 1964 is believed to h;;ve 
been the !or<:runr.;:;r of wnat 
today is a big h·~adache to 
telephone companies - the 
"Phone Phreaks!'' 

. The Fort 
. Worther, who 

. has since died 
figured out ~ 

, ~ way to b e a t 
V "1Vfa Bell" out 

~~-::::;:;. . of toll charges f - ~ on long dis-
; A .: j tan~ calls. f · \ h { ~ Dial-a-fraud-

..,oc ........ :~l ,:?,t, ers w e r e so 
. ne•v then that 

there wer:- no federal "fraud 
by wire" statutes on the 
books. 

He was tried and convicted 
on 14 misdemeanor. charges. 

TODAY, THE phone com
panies and the court's of the 
land are well a w a r e of 
"Phone Phreaks .. . who work 
their iraud with "blue boxes" 
across the nation. 

In the Bell Sy>tem tl!t'l 
ha :e rle :ec tion d..::·,·ices alJte t~ 
feret out this sort of Liino 
anc!, s o one r or later, th; 
"nhro k " ... - ·~~a ·s are caught. 

But, still, it is a flot:ri shing 
activity. 
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NATIONALLY, ther<! have 
been 33 arrests so far this 
year with 18 conviction<> and 
14 cases still pending. 

Twenty of. those arrested, 
according to a survey, W<!re 
studejlts and all of th~ sus
pects had a sophisticated elec
tronics i n t e r e s t or back
ground. 

Of four arrested recently in 
Philadelphia , t;vo were lana
time ph on e· company en~
pioyes. 

The 24 companies in the 
-Bell System claim thev are 
losing more than $500,000 an
nually to the little "t:lue box." 

THE SO - CALLED "blue 
box" measures six by 3\12 in. 
and weighs Jess than a pound. 
The top contains a series of 
14 buaons, a swilch and a 
jack plug. 

It is attached to the phone 
and an area code Is dialed 
plus a certain number. Thi~ · 
connec ts the "Phrme Phreak'' 
caller to the information op
ercitor in a specific area . 
Once connectfd, th~ c:11!er 
th1·oc·;; :h.; swit.:h en his hex, 
""hich disconn~cts i.he ~rem
tor but le~r•es the line open 

into the arc3. 
He then uses the buttons on 

the box to punch any ti!le
pbone in the area wirtout h 3Y

ing the cc>.ll recorded for 
charge !)Ul'p0Ses. 

AT& I recently sent out a 
long r,u~stion-and-answer ar
ticle to phonP. comp:my civi· 
sion P')Uits dealing witJ1 tbe 
electronic toll fraud ·:md its 
detection. 

WILLIAM L. WR:\Y o! Er..
kss., security supervisor for 
Soutll\vesrern Bell here, be
iTeves tEe local area at pre::.
ent is nol having a:1y trouble 
with "Phone Phrtato." 

But \\'rav, who bas his 
hands fu!l "v{ith credit card 
frauds, Slid that in the past 
the fn:.dul·'!nt practjce bas 
been attractin5 profession:.tl 
gamblers, who w a n t e d to 
avoid re<:Orlh of calls, a.<; >i'ell 
as col!ege studen~s calling 
home fer money. 

Wber. it comes to tt a use 
. of credit cards, the phone 

companies a1·e much worse 
off than merchants or ban~s. 

"AT LEAST, when some
one mlsu~es a credit card \n 
a department store:' Wray 
said, ";h ~y have a warm 
body pn:sen t - someone they 
might r"Ow ~ml)er and identify • . 

In telephoning on credit, he 
said, tl:~ caller cheat simpl;,
gives tne <'perator a card 
charge numbP.r - read oft 
someor:e else's c a r d talcen 
from a stolen card ~r just 
cleverly constn1cted with 
prcper letrer. 

Wray 3<:id the n:~Uona l !llSS 
on phoce !COrnpa11y ·credit 
ca rds has ra ·~~! l!:~rl f o~ 5'3 
million in 1S58 to an estimat
ed $41 mili.ion tl li:; ye!lJ'. 


