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‘phone company invasion of your prlvacy, don’t take’
heart. The worst is yet to come. :-. .. s -

In its ongoing investigation of the operatiuns T
secret police activities-of the phone: - Griffith was one cf thé FBI‘s ald -

companies in California. and the guard, He joined the agency in 1942 . DUSSEET miaterial, Hith one of its -

nation, the L.A. Vanguard has been and worked his. way up under. J.-
uncovering some disturbing links Edgar Hoover. In an 8:30 aum.:

between the phone companies’ so- surprise .intérview with the ™" individuals,

called “‘security departmen * and Vanguard in front of his Pacific
the FBI. Palisades home, Griffith, . 'who
While _it has. been mmm described himself as -having.been®
knowledge that rathet than fading ‘*a generalist with the FBI - I did
away, old FBI ageénts justTade out & little of everything,” explained
of sight into private security work, why he had come to the phone -
we new have learned. that an company. B
inordinate number of high-ranking ~ *It's my trade » he sald. *Both
agents move from the FBI into the jobs are secunty related.” -
phone system, where they assume  Griffith said that he had recenﬂy
the . direction of-'the phone advanced, in the phone company -
companies’ .- séeurity - apparatus. ‘and is - now in chargeiiof’
Flfty-xwo former :agents oW, f‘;.ovmnnentalrelatxpns "Hesaxd

‘An old-boy network makes 1t easy for the
FBI o have

- work for—the Bell System,d? A henow deaiswith cbngcesspmons
«them:in security-related positions,. 4md 0tﬁér govemment{tfftuals Hor
And «ak,Gtméral )T‘elt ha mucb: €;r~ Y “;a\;.'

smaller company,. there., mm One ‘heﬂdealmgs
former agents, 21 of whom-.are ‘i government. was ] L. year
ety o T N onal Wire e o
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string .. connection hetween een ¥ q:mer FBl gf‘m‘ m‘aﬁ
America’s. .main_- means,,»of’ffomm‘§ ' o1 i3 eﬁ?d \
interpersonalzommunication and _ t”a’;::; ;ﬁﬁl":‘h
the government’s, main, source :pf- ¢ 1Y, *WM
domestic intelligence gathering. is fhm;‘f‘c"'gl’awsrd%? Wi‘
at the secumy ofhceaof,ﬁeneral ega national secari Y
Telphore of Oalifornia; the Eges{ﬂ B

single . 'éfmdepen‘dem’ < “phong ;
R i g
(,eneral Tel’s secgrm,,ppe e

ﬁ'

of
ration . Wa alergale
wab assumed ¥ !m-merEBlagent the -
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' "I » thing the divisi
" If you are concerned about recent revelatxons ‘of dxﬁﬁmm otsix the n(:gs:;:

+" lapping -its:customers. Phone
-~ ‘company -officials  have testified

" authbrization; and-that when they

*“inlerview withthe Vanguurd “One *’ﬁ

number:of-tapes- th.Separate the -
mpUrtant“conversahons " The .
FBI has been ‘moving-full speed -
gheai 10, chmmterize alof its:

prime-~goals bemg ‘to inake
-instantly. available.10 local policé
. the ““arrest - recm'ds of‘~ all.

-~ Anall-of this; anﬁth had lo haver
‘been a pnme"move Al
of 1mn{edxale-cuncérn gh.
is the access:the FBI and-other
policé-type agencies have.to phone
taps and phone‘tap.information by
having-ene-of thexf*mm,m a top
spot in‘phone “‘security.” - -
w2 Testimony mﬂongress in recent
months “has " distlosed, ‘that * the
.phone. companiesaeross the nation
‘have-been"going beyond the call of
-!duty in assisting the government in -

that-theywould instll tapsfor the =

.'B] zamd -others without - court

. didn’t sdo. the ~work . “themsetves;.
“ théy would - miake. it easy for ﬂ:e
-agerncy irtvolved. ek

“Muifeov

,ﬁnnu&*«c&mmmﬁmc;
<phone, xqmpany*bfﬁéxais&anﬂ
“mem 50l

y‘which ‘répresents

lpthEsystem,xhows*
JW

chances.of
nﬂbmm

A Smgle:

tin

can

"1

Selgen Pt

.

i3



. IAVLAGLS . WL WA - T teacRm:
) T ot SommissionEmember, 5 o TlaStwirkers in the systeim; dhygs.
Tointe k e dﬁa ,_Cb’m'm&ﬁbn:and : - - m VIR IAe 9 hﬁt n(;'ﬂif‘bttﬂ A éw

sAhergovernment’s-main source -of - hor 0y, whiclt -being tapped just at randoim: here
| lega . areas higitas 40 percent i a

“domestic intelligence gathering is-
at the security office of General- ée, f ert
‘ Telphorte of California, the largest 35+ very-
uninformiative:!! -

While... Griffith

; v-only by
offices;" butalset b fe
-andoperstor supérvistrs;-
“whom firid converstions

- ;Why does General -Tol . fond-‘Ma Bsll] neéd: o sscret police
action groups have discloged the "monitoring . of .. 'telephone
praclice by the.phone company of .conversafions_ between private
lappitig lines without first usinga™ parties” Ross said, o
- warning” beep. Althbugh even the ‘isfir o' phone interview: with the
: People’capabiepf-. phone.company has admitted. this, Vanguard, he.said, *I am ve
2 V ‘ talling:these undetectable. taps- {ie PUC lias Failed to take action’”: caricerned about the whole phaone
. i s are e FBEagents.. ¢, - un — However, -“according. to. PUC company- security apparatus.-
- As Tuttier explains;“(héres no - Commissioner Leonard Ross, this There, hds- been some very
sxich*ﬁxing» as an exaé'gent._,“Yw@é'mW be.changing soon. Ross said menacing-testimony, and-I want to
- have arrold:Boy netwurk ™ he said; - hat now that the PUC has turned’ have a. close look,” :
“which Makes it easy foi the FBI . down Pacific Telephone's request ' Hesaid he had assigned several
fo have illegil things done for it.” - [or permission to .charge for - people to-the matter “and was
He-said an ex-agent.in the phone: information calls, the PUC staff preparing..“a- major Investi.
companysecurity office would find * Will be able “to concentrate on the gation.’. As“to actions. the PUC
“it_hard™ o “turn dowmva former-. {ruly- important issues,” :One Of - could" take_to curb the spying
‘colleague’s request for a wiretap, * these important, issues, Ross said,’ activities of the phone companes,
legal or'noty - - - e L7 7. i privacyaid monitoring. “There °Ross ‘said: simply, ‘“We have
“ " With respect -to- Santa“’Moitica, are disturbing charges that there enormous power in the PUC, but I
and ex-agent Griffith; this could be S been’ widespread _illegal don't think it’s been exercised.”

¥

of “considerable- concern “to a
number of people Santa Monica is.
‘after 4l the-base for the Rand .
. -Corporation: (remember’. Dan

Ellsberg?), The, government has
2 : o~ ! {{ - good reason ta.be concerned about.

thev: private - lives, ‘of : Rand: )
entployees, “who *are -

. X - uge-
for members -of-the feftand the
“underground like David Fine; ope: "
- of the bombers of the Math Centér: -

at the University of Wisconsin. By .
justliving there; you could become
 the=. victim of - phons.- company:_ .
surveillance-designed.to deteet the:. | -
presence’of a ‘“‘terrorist”’ | ,
< -The PUC, whiclrin-theory is‘the
public “sigenicy” which: controls the
‘phune ".com panies. -and-  other
 utilities; ids done néxL to nothing tg:
exerciseils power, Every year-for?,
years,~ :the’< Communications -t

“Workers*and - various:ieitizens %”“ :




