it Exploding The Phone db400

o®%0

www.explodingthephone.com
® Bibliographic Cover Sheet

PHIL LAPSLEY

Title Phone Freaks vs Ma Bell
Publication Georgia Straight

Date 1973-05-10

Author(s) Volvox, R.

Abstract Overview of phone phreaking.

Keywords  blue box; black box; toll fraud detection

Notes Two page article, but we are missing page 2; Published week of May
10-17, 1973.
Source Alan Rubinstein

The following pages may contain copyrighted material. We believe that our use of this material for non-commercial educational and
research purposes constitutes "fair use" under Section 107 of U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to use this material for purposes that
go beyond "“fair use," you must obtain permission from the copyright owner, if any. While it will make us slightly sad to do so, we
will nonetheless comply with requests from copyright owners who want their material removed from our web site.




WHO LAUGHS 14

T2

eif

bject imply that losses are - one half of the phone companies’
averaging out to- $30' offensive, The other halfis design-
i ar. And General Tele-1- ing equipment that can’t be tam-
. phone’s employee morale sheet pereq with, Bell has even hired
iclaims losses of $40 million cal-  people to cheatcompanyequipment

“led ¢ undergrounq’ Newspapers and learn its quirks,
. Which offered students advice on General Telephone’s new com-
N, '35> how to ‘cheat the telephone com- puterized exchanges won’t allow
: 150 1€ 11 pany (a New Left tactic to get the black poy to work for more
.8 small; box g 3 { even with The Estabh'shment)". than 24 seconds, according to thejr
of ‘the 'phone’ ang began ‘to beep’ ' design engineers, byt they say the
out .a" Miamj- number, Suddenly But whatever the losses or rea- feature was accidental. Accidents]
the door behindfhim:burs_t‘opeh ‘Sons, the phone companies are - o not, Bell is sure to follow suit
and hands grabbqqhisar,rpsrough - ighting back, They want to catch in the near future. Gener:] has

ly.as 4. man enched his bly more than the insignificant num- only three of the exchangesingtal-
box from’ him: i “:''ber of phone Phreaks they’re cat. led so far, though,

There’s 3 war ‘going tween - ching now. Fay says Bell’s ““first A decision made by Bell engin-
. Phone phreaks an €£0m=~ 7 line of offense” is the Operator, eers 20 years ago to play long-
:Pany and the go { and they’re designing new tech- distance tones over the sanme two
fir 8T ki i ; w740 niques- for her (you better believe wires the customer uses is what

..o ' We’re® putt g 2 heavy pri ty it's sexist) to detect fraud calls, makes blue boxes work. Already
2 on the toll frayq crackdown,’” say, . But the rea] Push is going into . independent phone companies haye
.Tom Fay of AT&T, “Our to]] fraud designing and building sophistica- acted by installing filters in their
control program ted equipment tocatch blue-boxers Pay phones which block out the
started in App) oavilsand others, One ypjt that’s on the 2600-cycle tone,

, for eéxample, monj- But the latest is that Bell Labs
at a time for the is designing 3 piece of equipment
which blue boxerg called the data-link, When it’s de-

“capture’’ g toll-free line, signed and installed, which will be

I hen . the device recognizes this . gt least 10 years from now, it wil

re losing, -tone, it tapes the next 12 Seconds use one set of wires to carry all

- With different v{igures:.;-?F ay. sa 1 the long-distance signalling for 99

ell ‘lost $12 million +last Year;ss . Another unit Canmonitor a whole Customers, giving those customers

$22 million _the Year:before, ‘Hqglong-distance frunk circuit _ access to the signalling lines,

aims !heir_lpssesaregoingdown.ﬁﬁlop or more individual lines _ It will make the blue box obsolete
But ATST’s press releases on:"af“a- time. When it recognizes jn ope fell sweep,

».the ' tone, it terminates the call, Even further off is 5 unit which

=-pinoc an afa I 'and {r; ithack. will take a voiceprint from credit




