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BY HOWARD SMITH & BRIAN VAN DER HORST

MA BELL VS. .~
THE PHONE PHREAKS
The New. York Telephone Com-
pany’s war on the phone phreaks has.
cooled down. In fact, the way some
company executives tell it, they're
practically “buddies by now. The

phone men have even changed theinjss

tional staff counsel: for the ACLU

~ /| protest on the 30 million calls that t

boxes out of circulation. In the last
five years we have xTecovered ap-
proximately 100 blue boxes and 200
black boxes; but; ‘only “around 20
people have been convicted of using
them. -And there haven’t been any
trials—all have pleaded guilty—and

strategy in stopping the use of, thef

phreaks’. toll-avoiding “Blue
“Black™ box devices.

Among the several peopl
spoken to who have been subj
Ma Bell's new ploy, the sc
always seems to be the same:
hour' of the night or day, a K
comes on the door:. Two phone A
pany  security - executives
through the door: that the occud
should talk to them, if they wal
avoid trouble. Once admitted
begin te. talk tough, sayin
know you've got a blue box,
surrender the equipment no#
tomorrow we’ll ‘go to the di§
attorney’s office and begin pros
tion for theft of services. Bul
really don't want to do that. ¥
rather avoid court cost ard publigi
So if you’ll turn over the box 48
we'll just forget all about it.”’ &

When the occupant asks. “Buf}
do you know I've got one?
security men show him a comp
print out of all the calls this par
lar. individual has made in thelg

begin to play nice guy. They §
“Look ‘we: don’t. want to hav
arrested. But our boss wants #
get that box today. We'll give y@

| ‘receipt.and release. Of course

be monitoring your line for a w
make sure you're not using &
box, but that will be it.”
In'the cases I've heard descripés
apparently the phone representss
tives are satisfied with ,explanatlons'
of where the devices were obtained’
like this typical one: *‘I met this guy
at a-party whosold it to me for $500."
They*walk away with the box, and
except for sending a bill for some of.
the free calls, have never contacted
the users again.
When'I called the phone company

to check 'on these reports, a spokes:

man for the security department told
me my information was ‘‘quite cor-
| rect. "That’s exactly what we do:

»' We re really no&mterested in gettmg’

By call us up and tell us
e of our circuits'are notwork
y play around with us on-a ‘ca
B'if you can’ basis.™ ;
St how are you catching the
jed. It sounds to mie. like
Bh wiretapping their calls.
g haven't had to'dothat since K
told. “‘Since then we Ve hat
Number recorder system

flerent. than 2 touch tone
grie’s; so any calls made
' maucally get pnnted in

B There are better ways 102

g boxes, but We don’t wa

icate anyone.”’ :
88t still sounded like mretappmg to
S s A vil

tional - angd . statutory_

American Telephone “& Telegra)

-} Company recently admitted mot

toring. *“We think that nobody shou
open their door to the phone cor
pany without a lawyer.”” said M
Shattueck. “‘But a serious question
raised on how this information
obtained. In our opinion, AT&T h;
violated several clear and constit
prohibitiol

3 20 e aie)
¥s spokesman, “the printout
the Dial  Number Recorde
s have already been accepter
widenice in New. York State i
convictions.” So it ‘appear
the men from Ma Bell corn
ing—at least they ‘mean i
they say they want to avol
@ecution. And for a while, there’
Jably a truce between the phon

ks and them. '
jat is, until the phreaks come ou
heir- newest invention. Somy
alked to ‘recently ‘have jus
ted a new generation of elec
devices: the red boxes, Blacl
nable you te receive un
-for incomirf calls. Blu
t you dial out: But red boxe
e ezactly the same tones use:
\,{- one company inpay booths
iphreak using a phone beoth i
-undetectable. As New Yorl
en converting its public] phone:
e-slot tone-generating ma




