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Abstract Article discusses an apparent truce in the phone company's fight
against the phone phreaks, at least as regards prosecution in New
York City.  States that telephone company representatives are
interested mainly in seizing blue boxes, not prosecuting.
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tQ _play nice guy. 
• Look ~ dorl't want to 

. arrested. But ~ur boss wants 
get that bo.x today_ we·u give 

., receipt-and release. Of cou:se 
be.monitoring your-Jine-for a 
make- Sl!re yo~re not using 
·oox,'but that Will oo it.·· 

~n the cases I'ye h~d 
apparently ihe < phone 

· tives are satisfied~ with .explanations 
pf w.here the devices were o)>tained 
like this (ypjc!J.I one : "I metthis guy 
!it a partywhosofd_it tome for. $500." 
They~alk away~ with the !:lox, 
ex~ept for sending a bill ~or'''"'""' · ''"' 
.the free .calls, l'iave never contacted. 

- the ~r.s again:. .:. 
When ·r called the phone company 

to clle.Ck ·onJhese reports; a spoke$.. 
mali for the security depa~ent told 
me my infonnatiqn ~ "qQite Cfjr
rect. That's exactly· what we do. 
We)'-ueally'noiinterested in 

' convirlions.. we t\ll:ii....,IIW.WAL.J~.G~o.M~II:.; 


