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Senator LoNG. Thank you, Mr. A.m. The Chair is amazed at the 
detail in which you recall that without making a further investigation 
of your records, when you apparently were not able to answer earlier 
questions of the chairman and of the staff in detail on that matter. 
Apparently you did refresh your memory on these some time, but you 
overlooked the other matters we wanted to interrogate you abont. 
earlier. 

Mr. ARN. Mr. Chairman, I was certainly able to get into the major 
matters of this by reviewing the files. I did spend about a week, I 
believe, recently reviewing the case files, reviewing progress reports, 
and reviewing other thing like that. There are certain notes, of course, 
that would not be in there. E verything would not be in the files that 
I reviewed. 

enator LoNG. Nir . Fensterwald, do you have any question ? 
Mr. FEN 'TERWALD . Mr. Olszew lei, I thin.k there was considerable 

testimony before another subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee 
several years ago about t~e Gotham raid. 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Yes, srr. 
Mr. FENSTERWALD. As I recall that te timony, the general impres

ion given was this was a major operation of the Detroi t police force. 
I · that correct? 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. I did not give that testimony, Mr. Fensterwald . 
Mr. FENSTERWALD . I am a king you now whether the impression 

that I received from the testimony is correct. Was it a Detroit police 
operation basically, or wa it basically a Federal operation'? 

W.Ll'. OLSZEWSKI. Basically it was a Federal investigation . 
Mr. FENSTERWALD. And the Detroit police were ju t helping in an 

auxiliary capacity? 
Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Yes, sir, they assisted us. 
Mr. FENSTERWALD. Secondly, do you know if, in fact, there was a 

leak in security with respect to that ca e? 
Mr. OLSZEWSKI. We heard rumors that there was a leak. However, 

con idering the result that \Vere achieved, I rather doubt that if the 
leak \vas there, that it wa very large. They certainly didn't bail out 
of the hotel before we got there. 

Mr. FE STERWALD. The reason I raise the question is that I have 
heard that there were several specific go.mbler who \\·ere normally in 
the hotel at that hour who ho.d left somewhat hurriedly in the day. 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. I beard the same rumor. Ho·wever, it was my 
under tanding that those gambler were not necessarily there at that 
t ime. The raid "-a conducted, was kicked off at 5 o'clock. They could 
normally aiTive or be there at 6 :30 or thereabouts. We had hoped 
that the particular individual would have been there. However, we 
feel that in view of what ' as seized, had there been a leak, there 
would have been a destruction of records, because we received a 
truckload of records out of the place. 

'l:r. FENSTERWALD. Have you ever heard that 150 stolen telephones 
were installed in that hotel before the raid? 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. P ardon? 
Mr. F E STERWALD. 150 telephones that were stolen from the Mich

igan Bell Telephone Co. were illegally installed in that hotel before 
the raid? 

Mr. OLsZEWSKI. No, sir, I had not heard that. 
Mr. FENSTERWALD. No further questions. 
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Senator LoNG. Are you through, Mr. Homme? 
Mr. HoMME. I am through, sir. 
Senator LoNG. Senator Hart? 
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enato~ H~RT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I. was illtngued by a pas ing comment that you made to the 

ch!ill~an that ~o_u~ own telepb?ne wires were tapped. Now-and I say 
th1s \Vlt~out cntlc1sm necessanly-you are expert in the business of 
electromcs? 

1r. OLSZEWSKI. No, sir, I am not. 
Senator HART. Well, available to you are experts. And yet you say 

t~at you were I?Ot able to find out who did it. So if a citizen turns up 
With a tap on h1s phone, be hasn't a gbo t of a chance has he? 

:Mr. 0Lsz~wsKI.. Frankly, it is my understandin()'' that mo t taps 
are almost rmpossible to trace. And our -we caifed the Micbi()'an 
Bell, because I don't think any of our people are sufficiently expert 
~ detect and ~ra?e a tap. To have b~~ the training required for that, 
It woul~ be MI~higan B~ll expert trarnmg, and they traced i t down to 
the n;aill termmal box m the Federal Building, and were unable to 
take 1t beyond that. 

Senator HART. And even more difficult, I suppose, is running down 
a bug. Have you ever been bugged? 

Mr. qLsZEWSKI. I probably have, but I don't know it. We bare 
the cham:nan's concern about electronic devices- particularly ince 
the racketeer , the syndicate people, are using them more and more 
and they have far m?re sophi tication than I could ever conceive if i 
had not rea.d the articles about them. In one of our raids we seized a 
~heese b~x ill the home of one of the racketeers. We under tand that 
m. Detroit there ha:re been strong suspicion that they haYe been 
usmg a blue box deVIce-

enator H ART. U ing a what? 
Mr. OLSZEWSKI. . A blue box. That i. a device that defrauds the 

compa~y of long-d1stan~e toll. They can dial the number by fliclting 
some .hig~-voltage or htgh-frequency S\vitches, throw the call out of 
the mr~mt of the telephone company, continue the call, make t.he 
co~mectwn as far away as Europe, I suppose, if they wanted to, cer
tamly tbrou~rhou~ the United t.ates, and no record of the call would 
be made. And this, of course, makes their busine much more profit
able and much more difficult to detect. 
. Senator LoNG. The boy that developed that blue box, wa n't he 
JU t a college stude.nt that developed it and broke that circui , and 
learned bow to use It? 

Senator HART. I begin to get the uncomfortable feeling aft er a 
couple of days he~e, that we can pass laws until they run out of our 
~ar , but the ~a.gic and sweep of science will far outrun our ability to 
~nsure that pnv~cy sba.ll be re pecte~. The telephone has become an 
m.strument of ~nme. It Is the best dev1ce that they have to do business 
Wlthout detectiOn. 

Senator HART. You are talking to a fellow who re i ts this business 
that ~ve should open up the tap. But it is an argument that is most 
soberillg. 

I want to ask you a question that is specific with r espect to a 
comment of the chairman. 
~his committee bas beard ?f a~tion. by Internal Revenue personnel 

which appear to have been ill vwlatwn of law. But with respect to 
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of his owu personal knowledge anyhow. And maybe this should be 

eparated, too, into a third category, and have a third category-that 

of the bug that is placed and left. 
enator LoNG. I want to be sure we understand each other, be

cause our bill provides that where one party to it agrees, that would 

be entirely legal. But I want to be sure you did realize that the danger 

i there for the promiscuous use of the bug, as well a the telephone 

tap. 
Mr. PrERSANTE. I see no reason why the entire country cannot live 

with this problem under judicial safeguards. 
Senator Lo G. And the law enforcement segment of our society 

could live and enforce the way. 
Mr. Waters? 
Mr. WATERS. Thank you. 
Mr. Piersante, I would like to commend you for a very informative 

presentation. Ba ed on your wide experience as a police officer and 

detective, you have made a con iderable study of the effect of this 

type of equipment u ed by organized crime. I appreciate thn,t in your 

department there are afeguards built in where these thing:s are 

utilized only when some other party has entered into the judgment. 

This is not nece arily the case where the criminal element i using it. 

In eonnection with your endorsement of thi bill, I wonder if you 

would care to comment on the extent to which this type of equipment 

i used by the underworld, ba ed on your brief testimony on Mr. 

May ' participation? 
Mr. PrERSANTE. I believe that what ha come to light in the Detroit 

area, regarding racketeer u e of electronic equipment, indicate that 

i t, is exten ive and efficient for their organizational purpose . They 

use it on an almo t daily basi . orne of the most sophisticated tech

nique that I am aware of, that I have read about in national maga

zines, that I have heard discussed, have been developed by electronic 

experts who have pro tituted their talents to the racketeers. The so

called cheese box and the b~ck box and things like that that we have 

read about, that can do thmgs that not only defraud the telephone 

companies, but thwart the legitimate effort , of law enforcement in 

trackinu them down. 
Mr. WATERS. And thi · equipment is generally available, is it not, 

to anybody who has the price to pay for it? 

Mr. PrERSANTE. Well, I don't know if it i generally available, Mr. 

Waters, but I am ure that with the affluence of the people in organized 

crime, that they can influence electroni experts to make the e gadgets 

for them. 
I think as the enator mentioned yesterday, one of the person \Vho 

became involved was a young college student, who developed some 

information by reading in the library. 
L ow, he could be corrupted, I suppose. 

enator LoNG. He was the developer of the blue box, \Yasn't he? 

{r . WATERS. The chairman has made the point that the device 

,,·hich you have referred to " ·a the blue box, whi~h i~ ~esigned to 

intercept telephone calls from the telephone compames b1lbng system, 

s individuals u ing it for their own criminal purpo es would not 

only have their call relatively free from tolls, but relati,·ely free from 

sm veillance of any type "·hatever? 
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M~. PIERSANTE. Yes, sir. One of the devices, as I under tand its 

workings, can me~n that a ~orse bet player can call a particular place 

and that the call1s aut?matiCally transferred to some far-off location. 

It could be any J?lace m the country, the way I lmderstand i t. And 

t~a.t on?e the police ~ecame aware of the fact that horse bet players 

\\ e1 e usmg this particular number and checked out its listing, that 

they .would not find anythi~g at .the locatio~ where the phone was. 

M1. WAT~Rs. In connectwn .with the eqmprnent which was dis

russed-receiv~d by yourself-Isn't it possible this may have been 

sent to the police department, perhaps to other police departmen ts 

by the manufacturer to look at 1t and have an invoice accompany it? 

It may have orne under order? · 

Mr. PIERSANTE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WATERS. There are a lot of catalogs out with this type of 

equipment in it, are there not? 

. Mr .. PrERS~NTE. I am cer tain. t~ere. is a lot of equipment, like 

diCtatmg eqmpment-I know this IS aside from this particular prob

lem-that has come to O~T department on a trial basi , so that we 

could make a demonstratiOn as to whether we could use i t for other 

purpose . It ha come to the police department under my name

JUst o t.hey would have omebody respon ible for it. But it wa never 

purchased. It was generally returned, becau e we could not get it 

through the budget. 
Mr. WATER . Thank you, 1v1r. Witness. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

. enator LoNG. Mr. Piersante, we may be throuuh with you as a 

witness, but .we are not sure yet. We might want you to come back 

at the C?IDJ?'Uttee' convenience again. 

At th1 t1me the committee will stand in rece until 2 o'clock this 
afternoon . 

(Whereupon at 12 o'clock noon the committee was rece ed, to 

reconvene at 2 o'clock on the same'day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Senator LoNG. The committee will be in order. 
Mr. Piersante. 

TESTIMONY OF VINCENT PIERSANTE, ACCOMPANIED BY 

RAYMOND G. LARROCA, ATTORNEY- Resumed 

Senator ~ONG. Mr. Piersante, my staff advises me they have 

checked w1.th the manufacturer and the di tributor of this gadget 

that was. hipped to you, and theY: can find no record of its return. It is 

~ot a serwus ma~ter at all. I reahze things like thi can happen. And 

If you or the p_ohce department have any different information to set 

the record .straigh t-you can furnish it for the record. 

Senator HART. I think it is serious enough to uet an answer in the 
record. o 

Mr. PIERSANTE. Would you want me to check with the police 

depat·tment? I can d? that right now. 

. Senator ~ONG. It IS not a seriou ly important matter at all. But 

J';l t to clanCy the.record 11:nd keep it. straight. I am sure you have 

given us your best mformatwn concermng this. 


