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Letter to Fred Vinson, Attorney General, from E. William Henry,
Chairman, FCC, regarding toll fraud

1965-06-09
Henry, E. William (FCC)

Letter from E. William Henry, Chairman, Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
to Fred M. Vinson Jr., assistant attorney general, criminal division, Department

of Justice regarding electronic toll fraud. "It appears that... devices have

been designed which either attached to a called telephone to prevent the

recording of incoming local and long-distance calls, or are used to send out

signals in connection with the placing of a call to prevent any registration of

the call on telephone company equipment. It further appears that the use of

these devices not only is causing and increasing loss of revenue but has also

proved to be an aid of persons engaged in criminal activity."
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3000
Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20330 (?)

Dear Mr. Vinson:

The American Telephone and Telegraph Company has brought
to our attention the problems it and other communications
common carriers have had with the increasing use of electronic
and other devices to obtain communications service by fraudulent
means. It appears that in addition to the fraudulent use
of credit cards, devices have been designed which either
attach to a called telephone to prevent the recording of incoming
local and long-distance calls, or are used to send out signals in
connection with the placing of a call to prevent any registration
of the call on telephone company equipment. It further appears
that the use of these devices not only is causing an increasing
loss of revenue but has also proved to be an aid of persons
engaged in criminal activity.

We understand that the Criminal Division is already familiar
with the nature of the problem. It appears to us to be a
growing one, and one which warrants treatment on a national
level. We therefore favor enactment of legislation which would
impose criminal sanctions on the use of physical devices to
obtain communications service by fraud, or the making, possessing,
selling, or advertising of any physical device with knowledge or
reason to believe that such device is intended to be used in
obtaining communications service by fraud.

We recognize, of course, that the Department of Justice
would be primarily responsible for administering any new federal
criminal statute which might be enacted. We would be happy to
cooperate in any way which would be helpful in the consideration (?)
of such legislation.

This letter wad adopted on the 9th day of June, 1965.
BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION

E. William Henry
Chairman

2?9?77?977?777:777

Adopted in Commission Meeting, June 9, 1965
Item #5. General Agenda

Recreation — original scan
on next page




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

JUN 101968 oo

Pygd B, Tiscem,
L v sl 51 Luavey Georpel

Ecedipgtom, . 0. w1 B
whagy My Tivgaat

m@mm%wmmmﬁlwmm« freoneig

T sr agtaadlien ke probloe 48 ewd ether emelrelsstiess

cumnn SREYLere heve Bel witk e tevvessing wre of oleelreaie
ced G UBSY deviotn v chiRis dememeiss?icve sepeles Yy Frasmdunlaed -
wEarcs. I epwears rhet le eddfties v ths Srowdslowh sie
Poemedil slvds . devices bave baen sevelsped uhdedh oisher
“u be 8 selied telsphens Ge pewvens the roeowding sf Leandng
i ammi Leagn @4 3t o galis, % gue wspd 80 seed ewt sligonls in
comattinn with the pleaing M § Wil te presesd &my Tepistaation
af i szmh an Dolephace emmpany efuiguent. Y3 fevther appases
Laed he s of these deviess me€ omly is cmusing on leoretvisg
‘e of pEFeMe  but Bs siss peweed tw be an 284 Ch pemesss
wapnead (o erisiss) 207 tvlttss.

e wenerslsnd ther the Grtsdanl Bivieise fe sleesdy feecd|dax
whik che ssdere of the groblem. B¢ sppesvs %o we % be ¢
pvaeing ese, ond s whieh waryests UyuabteEnt o 8 nethewes!
Ms‘ %W&WMW%M&W“MM

o evivdasi weelicns en e uver of physien! dovives s
wmmwmmmnm ar dhe welileg, ge
»az«mwmmwmmamm‘-
xwmumxmmmmmmmmmm
sargiving commnication: ssyvise by fyend.

e reeageias, of csurss, thet she Eepdetomet of Jesvise
wiwit e be g lmawily m@mﬂ&u inr sdelatstering soy wev [aders!
Mw siniets WRieR wight B smpeted. B wewld be hapmy
woaptatE In gy wiy wiish wenld b Maiglel is the svesldevsiow

weak e teletien,

%
This istter wes sdepted sr ohe B Soy af MJ
W e o

SIGNED BY ABOVE

% ISREERIee

e

/ ?/_.// M*LED BY

/ S JUN /01955
8. Biiitem Benvy

oo Ly

o o “ -
SR e d JER OO0 M.;A lL,& EJ J

damind (n SComdesior Besting, June . 195 ]
Town % . Generanl Acowds ¥

Febmdomt Dvts o
U wweet of Jpetics 3/ ?..... 3



