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MA BELL BEATS GENIUS

Phone Phantom
Given Probation

By JOE FREIN
. Staff Writer

John Thomas Draper, leg-
endary “Captam Crunch” of
“phone phreak” notoriety, =
pleaded no contest in TU.S.
District Court in Palo Alto
Wednesday to a charge of us-
ing an ingenious  electronic
device to make an illegal
long distance telephone call
to Australia.

The 29-year-old electronic
wizard entered the plea as he
was scheduled to face a jury
trial on a seven-count indict-
ment returned by a federal
grand jury in San Francisco
Tuesday night to supercede .
an earlier true bill with three
counts.

Judge Robert Peckham
immediately placed Drap-
er, pari-time electronic_en-
gineer for Hugle Interna-
tional in Mountain View
and a student at De Anza
College in Cupertino, on
probation for five years
and fined him' $1,000.

Draper, who Tesides at 1475 |
Myrtle A\e m San  Jose,
bl pnl o for alml i‘;ﬁ,ﬁ% EméﬁNCHlNG Jobn Thomas Draper, a
of five years on the charge. public telephone sign loommg symbolically over-

Judge Peckham told the head, aaves U.S. District Court of Judge Robert
bespectacled Draper that he Peckham in Palo Alto after being fined $1,000 on
had decided not to imprison ,.e count of using an- electronic device illegally to
e Soon Tsoiaby Makea fallfree call fo Australia. Draper, 29, was
discharged from the Air known as “CaptainC;*unch._” —Staft Phato
Force in 1968 after four yéars
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of service, because hé had no
criminal récord and because
he had not engaged in “phone :




grand jury in San Francisco
Tuesday night to supercede .
an earlier true hill with three
counts.

Judge Robert Peckham
immediately placed Drap-
er, part-time electronic en-
gineer for Hugle Interna-
tional in Mountain View
and a student at De Anza
College in Cupertino, on
probation for five years
and fined him $1,000.

Draper, who resides at 1475
Myrtle Ave. in San Jose,

could have been sent to fed-

eral prison for a maximum
of five years on the charge.
Judge Peckham told the
bespectacled Draper that he
had decided not to imprison
him because of his age, be-
cause he had been honorably
discharged from the Air
Force in 1968 after four yéars
of .service, because hé had no

EXIT (RUNCHING — John Thomas Draper, a
public telephone sign looming symbolically over-
head, Jeaves U.S. District Court of Judge Robert
Peckham in Palo Alto after being fined $1,000 on
one count of using an electronic device illegally to
make a toll-free call to Australia. Draper, 29, was
known as “Captain Crunch.” —Statt Photo
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criminal récord and because™

he had not engaged in ‘“‘phone|.

phreaking” to ' accomplish
any-other fradulent purpose.

However, the judge stérnly
warned Draper that if he vio-
lated the law again with tele-

_phones or other electronic
W sent
to prison for the fu :

Draper’s nickname
comes from a popular
breakfast cereal of the
same name which con-
tained a whistle producing
a special pitch that ‘“phone
phreaks” discovered could
be used to confound and
manipulate long distance
relays.

On the motion of Asst. U.S.
Atty. Paul Fitzpatrick, Judge
Peckham then dismissed the
six other counts against
Draper. They included using
a “multi-signaling device” to
enter the long-distance net-
work of the Western Califor-
nia Telephone Co. to com-
plete toll free calls.

Fitzpatrick indicated that
the Federal Communications
Commission probably would

institute civil action to strip
(Back of Section, Col. 5)




