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Phone Phantom 
·Given Probation 

By JOE FREIN 
StaH Wrlttr 

John Thomas Draper, leg
en4arY 11CapWn Crunch" of 
' 'phone ph rea k" notoriety, 
pleaded no contest in U.S. 
District' Court in Palo Alto 
Wednesday-to a charge of us
ing an ingenious . electronic 
device to· make an illegal 
long distance telephone call 
to Australia. 

The 29-year-old electronic 
wizard entered the plea as he 
was scheduled to face a jury 
trial on a seven-count indict
ment returned by a federal 
grand jl,l!Y in San Francisco 
Tuesday night · to supercede . 
an earlier trtie bill with three 
counts. 

Judge -. Robert Peckham 
~e4iately placed Drap-
et:; part:.time electronic. en
gineer for Hugle Interna
tional in Mountain View 
and a . student ~t.t De AJiza 
Co~ege in CU:perti)IO, on 
probation fo( fi years 
and fined him'·t 000. 

, D~per, .who r~sides at 1475 
Myrtle. Ave. jn San Jose., 
c1)uld :ve: been sent to fed
eral prison· for a maxlln.um 
of five years on the charge. 

~:X:ft~itt!JNGHIJNG ._;.. Jolua Thomas Draper, a 
public sign looming symbolically ove~
head, -leaves U.S. Di~trict CoJJ,rt of Judge Robert 
Peckhaln in Palo A)io after .bei~g fined $1,000 on 
one couil of using ali electronic device illegally to 
make· a :toll-free call to Australia. Draper, 29, was 
known as "Captain Cru,nch. ~ ' -staH Photo 

< 

Judge Peckham told the 
besi>ectacled Draper that he 
trad decided not to imprison 
him .becaw~e of his age, be
cause M .had been honorably 
diseharged from .tM Air 
FoJ:ce·-in'1968 after four y~ars 
of..ser.· vice, because lie Md. nF 
criminal .record and becaus 
he had ·n:ot engaged in "phone . 
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grand jwy in San Francisco 
Tuesday night to supercede . 
an earlier true bill with three 
counts. 

Judge Robert Peckham 
immediately placed Drap
er, pait~time electronic. en
gineer for Bugle Interna
tional in Mountain View 
and a student at De Anza 
Coqege in 'CupertiDO, on 
pto:bation fox: five' years 
and fined him $ ,000. 

Draper, who resides at 1475 
Myrtle Ave. in San Jose, 
could we. been sent to fed
eral prison for a maximum 
of five years on the charge. 

Judge Peckham told the 
bespectacled Draper that he 
had decided not to imprison 
him because of his age, be
cause he had been honorably 
d i s c h a r g e d from the Air 

.~· EXI'I...cRf:JNCHING - John Thomas Draper, a 
public telephone sign looming symbolically over
head, leaves U.S. District Court of Judge Robert 

Peckbatn in Palo Alto aft~r bein.g fined $1,000 on 
one count of using an electronic device illegally to 
make· a toll-free call to Australia. Draper, 29, was 

known as " Captain Crunch .. ' - st• ff Photo 

Force·in 1968 after four years --------------- ------1 
of .service, because he had no 
criminal .record and becauS'·..h--
he had not engaged in "phone . 
phreaking" to accom~lish 
any · other fradulent purpose. 

However, the judge sternly 
warned Draper that if M vio
lated the law again with tele
hones or other electronic 

eq p ~d .l>e sent 
to pris~m for the fuiT trm.. 

Draper's n I c k n a m e 
comes from a p o p u I a r 
b r e a k fa st -cereal of the 
same name w hi c h con
tained a whistle producing 
a .special 'pitch that "phone 
phreaks" discovered could 
be used to· conf.ound a n d 
manipulate long distance 
relays. 

On the motion of Asst. U.S. 
Atty. Paul Fitzpatrick, Judge 
Peckham .then dismissed the 
six other counts a g a i n s t 
Draper. l'hey included using 
a "multi-signaling device" to 
enter the long-distance net
work of the Western Califor
nia Telephone Co. to com
plete toll free calls. 

Fitzpatrick indicated that 
the Federal Communications 
Commission probably would 
institute civil. action to strip 
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