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Abstract Kenneth Spacil, Robert Helms, Francis Mitchell, and Mrs. Helen
Williams arrested for blue box fraud in PA.  Spacil, Moore 19 and
18, Helms 25, Williams 40.  Mitchell was a 7-year long-lines
employee, Williams was a toll traffic operator.  17-yo college
student also being sought.  William Cashel, president, says company
is pushing for prosecution "for the first time in its history
because 'serious harm and damage could come to the phone system'."

Keywords Kenneth Spacil (arrested); Robert Helms (arrested); Francis Mitchell
(long lines employee, arrested); Helen Williams (Mrs., toll
operator, arrested)

Notes UPI newswire article.
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(PHILADELPHIA >---THE JlFI.l It"! FPHO Nr' ca~oo~tv Or PFNNSVL"P.'-HA . . 
TOPAY SAID IT PLANS TO PRESS FOR "FULL PROSECUTION" OF FOUR SELF-STY,LED 

"PHONE PHREAKS" CHARGE!' WITH MAKING THOUSANDS OF FREE LONG-DISTANCE 

CALLS WITH THE AID OF AN ILLEGAL ELECTRONIC DEVICE KNOWN AS . A 

"BLUE BOX." 

ARRESTEr LAST NIGHT IN CHESTER ANU MONTGOMERY COUNTIES WERE 

. t 9-YFAR-OLt' KENNETH S PAC IL OF GLEN MOORE. • .18-YEAR-OLD ROBERT HELMS OF 

UOWNTNGTOWN ••• FRANCIS MITCHELL, ABOUT 25 7 OF nEVON ••• AND r.RS. HELEN 

WILLIAtwS, ABOUT 4 o, OF WEST CHESTER. 

MITCHELL IS A SEVEN-YEAR LONG LINES DEPARTMENT EMPLOYE OF 

AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY AT WAYNE AND MRS. WILLIA~5 · 

tS EMPLOYEn WITH BELL AS A TOLL TRAFFIC OPERATOR AT THE COMPANY'S 

WEST CHESTER OFFICE. 

A 17-YEAR-OLT' COLLEGE STUDENT IS ALSO BEING SOUGHT IN CONNECTION 

WTTH THE ALLEGEn SCHTME. 

BELL'S HEADQUARTERS SFCURTTY CHIEF CARL TEETS SATU THE FOUR HAT'! 
FORMEr. •• • IN HIS WORT'S •• • "A FRATERN tTY" WHICH US EI't THE ILLEGAL DEVICE . . 

TO ••• AS HE' PUT IT ••• "BYPASS THE LONG-DISTANCE OPERATOR AND USE TOLL 

LINES FREE OF CHARGE." THE BLUE BOXES. ARE ABOUT POSTCARD-SIZE ••• 
TWO TO THREE TNCHES PEEP ••• WITH A SERIES OF 12 OR 13 PUSH BUTTONS ON 
THEIR FACES. · 

COMPANY PRESit'ENT WILLIAM CASHEL SAID ·THE USE OF SUCH DEVICES WAS 

FIRST ACKNOWLEr.GEr. BY BELL AS LONG AS 10 YEARS AGO WHEN THEY WERE 

~EVELOPEI't BY WHAT WERE REFERRED TO AS "INDIVIDUAL EXPERIMENTERS." . . 
TN RECENT YEARS ••• ACCORD INC TO . CAS HEL ••• THE PROBLEM HAS .CR9WN MORE 

SERIOUS WITH LARGER NUMBERS OF PEOPLE INVOLVED. THE COMPANY IS 

PUSHING FOR PROSECUTION FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY BECAUSE ••• t Page 

IN HIS lJORI'tS ••• "SERIOUS HARM ANI't DAMAGE COULD COr-:E TO THE PHONE 
' 

SYSTEM." • • • .. p • - • • , . .. . 



PRESENT STATE STATUTES PROHIBITING THE MANUFACTURt: AND lJ:)t: ur 

ELECTRICAL DEVICES FOP. THEFT OF TELECO MMUNICATIONS CIRCUITS CARRY A 
. . 

PENALTY OF A 500-r.OLLAR FINE AND ONE YEAR IN JAIL. 

-- ,.. WK l207PEr9-28 .. .. . 

TN 2N~ PGH P.EA~ !T XXX NIGHT IN CHESTER COUNTY WERE, ETC. 
1\ELETING REFERENCE TO r.ONTGOMERY COUNTY) •• __ -- - - ·-· _ _ , 
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