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Article on arrests by the Bell Telephone Co. in Pennsylvania
#3

1971-09-28
UPI

Kenneth Spacil, Robert Helms, Francis Mitchell, and Mrs. Helen
Williams arrested for blue box fraud in PA.

Kenneth Spacil (arrested); Robert Helms (arrested); Francis Mitchell
(long lines employee, arrested); Helen Williams (Mrs., toll
operator, arrested); William Cashel

UPI newswire story, basically verbatim version of db617.
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By ToCMAS be 4IuCiu vie
Ph}I’.'JALLuEbIA U2I - The

o “nlerncre (o, Said today

TTur LcloChu ere arrestel 19‘

fennsyivania in connecticn with

a nationwile cracxiown on Cr=-

ganized ¢¢phone pOrearsy? fho

"use an_elecironic clumicz o
make illegal toll calls.

Carl Zeelss headcuarters_se-
curity manager Zor the Lell ‘
Telepnone Co. of Zennsylvenia,

"estimated tze ring which be
said nad a nucleus of 5) to 69
perscns had cost te;ep%oggecom-

sies nationwide aoout -
ggif zillion -dollavrs in the past

‘two years.

'tTge%s sail in addition to the
"four arrested ionday night in
raids on-homes in Ch e s t e r
Teowntys two otaer suspectis
were taken into custody in
weryhis, ienney in a sindiarx

esc. )
cn;¢xiam 3. Cashel, president _
of sell ol rewnsylvania, s&ald 57
otker caccs were under investl-
gation in 1% states and aiu Leéast

. one ZToreizn countrys ureat
britein, R

Those arrested in Zennsylve- -
nia included arancis =m. wltch-
ell, about 27, Levon, ra.s_ iden-
tiiied as a seven-year emplgyeo
0Z the lcn; lines devartiment ol
lrmevrican Telephone and iele-
grapn ALXT » sSellps parent
Iirm,. . . .

inother was wrs. delen "wil-

liams, 4%y west Chester, rfa., a
toll trafric orerator at-sSellss
west Chester oificee.

The other two were Xenneih
e dvacil, 18, ulen lioorey r2ey
and -Robert negms, also 18»
Dcuningtowny 2a.

Authorities said they were
also seeking a 17-year-old col=-
lege studen% who was not i@eq-
Lbiddede | L i

.

Teets said the ring, which he
estimated exrended tc zbout
2)) 10 250 people nationwide, ,
used an illezal electironic device
kncwn as a $%blue box.»» ¢ v

Tcets described the device,
which he said can be illezally
manufactured for about %20 to
325y as a multivle frecuency
tone generator which allows tae
user to bypass long distance
operators and use foll lines
without paying.

Teets refused to elaborate on
how the device was used, say-

“ing he did not want to aler:

rersons to its possible illegal
use’,

ae saild the telephone can-
rany was aware sucn devices
had been in existence for thne
last 13 years but thev were not
concerned until last year waen
investization disclosed perscns
were grouping together to use

*

Le said the inventors of the
devices were $éuite
geéntsrs and usually persons witha
electronic ani enslneeriang
bacxigrounds .

ne saia the orzanized zrours,
who dubbed themselvss tne
$iphone pareakssss would share
their knowledge with others,
irequently throuzh lengthy iong

"distance calls, and expand tne

alleged ring.ss

Ileets estimated the illegal
use-cost Jell of Pennsylvania
some 32,100 a month for the
past two years.

ae said in the past, the de-
vices were made mainly Dy
collese students and wecrle who
bad tis necessary ecuinnant
and knowledge %¢éjust for kicls.ss
e said one of fhese garly
illegel inventors $ésioly en-
Joyeua calling his girl Triend,
wno lived one-half block away,
by way orf wmexico City.o»

intelli-



