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P..ili..;..,l-.J.:i..u.i';:I.h U.c'I - 1'he 
.Oe1J ... P.lf nf: c·r~'i. Co. said today 
"!"tur ,:zr:=z t':*.j :: E;r e arr es te 1 in 
iennsirlvar.ia in connectiorJ ·.7ith 
a nation~i~~ crac~!c~L on cr- · 
ganized 4 ';;none pi:lr&aL:s '' -.-,ho 
use ·an elec~rc:nic c;in:r.1ic£. to 
make ille c:·al toll calls. 

· Carl ~eets, headcu&rters se­
curity manazer toi: the .Bell · 
~'elephone Co. oi .?ennsylvania, 

'estimated tbe ring which he 
said bad a nucleus of 5) to 5') 
perscnz h~d. cost telep~or.e com­
panies nationwide about one­
nalf ~illion ·iollars in the past 
't·::o yeD.rs. · 
· Teets saii in addition t.o the 
'four arrested. :.~011c!.ay night 1n 
r~i:is on · hor..cs in (; h e s t e r 

· cour,ty, two otber suspects 
were ta~en into custodv in 
;.:e:·.:.bis, ~'enn., in a siniiar 

" ce:.s c. 
loiJ.i.iam ·~. Casbel, r:resident 

of Dell of ~ennsylva~ia, s&id 57 
otter cn~cs ~ere under investi­
gation in 1~ s~otes an~ ~t i~~st 

• one torei.;n country, lTreat . 
hri tain. 
~hose arrested in .?enns:vlva-­

nia includ.eJ. .;!'rancis ..r::. :.;itch­
ell, about 27, .L€von, ia., idcm­
tii'ied. as a seven-year employe · 
of the lonJ lines deuart~ent of 
lc.erican . 7elephone and 'l.'el e­
G.rarb 1.1xT , ..)ell.'s parent 
~·irm. 

J.noiher ·.7as ;.;rs. ~-ielen ·;;11-
liar..s, 4~, .;est . Chester, .2a., a 
toll traffic operatpr at · .Oell•s 
iiest Chester oi'fice. 

1'i:le other t;·,o ·;;ere ?~enneth 

~. ~uacil, 18, ~len ~oore, Pa., 
and -aobert nelms, also 18, 
.Jc·,mjnt;ta;in, Pa. 
lmtbori ties said they were 

also seekin~ a 17-year-old col­
lege student who was not iden­
tii"1eli. 

•·•··-··v·- ---·-·-· . . 

· Teets said tbe ring, rhich be 
esti~oted expanded tc about 
2)) to 250 peonle nation~ide, 
used an ille gal electronic device· 
kncwn as a • Cblue box.,, · -
~cets described the device, 

which he said can be ille ~ally 
panutacturei for about ~ 20 to 
~25, as a multiple freouency 
tone c;;enerntor ,.,hicb allo·;;s tbe 
user to bypass lon5 listance 
operators and use toll lines 
w~ thou_t pay in.:;. · 

1·e e ts r e fus erl to e 1 a borate on 
.how the --device vtas used, sav­
ing he did not want to aler~ 
per_sons to its possi'ble · ille .::-al 
use. o 

~e said the telenhone can­
~ny ~-,as a~·;are sucll devices 

' uad been in existence for tbe 
last 1J years but they were not 
conceraed. until last year wben 
il1ve.stigation discl ·osed' l)ersons 
~~:e grouping togetber to use 

be. saill the inventors of the 
devices were 4Cauite intelli-
g~nt,,, and usually .persoas with 
e.J.e c tr onic ani en :·in eer 1"" -· 
b ,.. "t~ · ,. o " 1 0 · 
\ a c_'\..:_,r ounJs • 

be s ai<.i the or san i zed. .:rr ou "CS, 
who dubb_ed themselves"' the 
!.'phone pnre·aks, ''would. share 
" . .a.eir .kno·:tledGe with ob1ers 

, ~requently ~brou~h lengtby long 
uistance caLls, and expand the 
a~leaed. ring.,, . 
~ee~s estimated the ille ual 

use -cost Bell of Eennsvlv~nia 
sorr.e $2, )JO a month for the · 
p~st t ·No years. 

.cJ.e saiu in the past, the de­
vices ~are made mainly bv 
co.lle.;e 3 tu:len ts and nee ~le wb 0 

ha~ t~'ie necessary eoui r)'~;aJnt • 
a~J. knov1leJ6e 'l 'just for kic.::s.,, 
~e saiJ one of tbese &nrly 

;llet;;al inventors • ~s i:.Toly' en­
J~yeQ callin6 his girl triend, 
wno live4 one-halr block awav, 
by way of ~exico City.,, ~ ---


