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' A Devon man employed by the long 
lines department of Amer ican Tele
phone and Telegr~ph Co. in \\:~yne 
was .· among four persons arr;.11 gncd 
early Tuesda y on ch :-~ rg C's of d eir~ud
ing the I3e ll Telephone Co. by making 
thousands of toll -free call s :.~ll over 
the \\Orld with a homemade dt::vice 
called a ' ·blue box ., . 

Francis E . i\l itche ll . 27. was ar
rested a t I a .m . alcr.g with Kenne th 
M. Spacil. 19. of G .:> nmoore : Rohert 
llelsm. l!.l. of Oownin,.; town : and :\ lrs . 
Helen Williams . about 40. of West 
Chester. a toll tra ffic operator for 
Bell. 

Arraigned at I :30 a .m . before Dis
trict Jus tice J ohn F . Cata nese of 
Coatesville. the three men were re
IP~sed on $5.000 ba il each. i\lrs . Wil
li ~ ms \\:as r eleased on $1.000 bail. 
Th t> v were all ch:lrged with m::l king · 
fr audulent telephone calls. con ~p i r
acv. maki ng . possess ing and tra ns
ferri ng a deviec dcsic ncd fll r the theft 
of tclecommunic:ltions SC' rv iccs for 
othe r purj10SC$. Ca tanese sa 1d . 

;\ hearing i scheduled for the four 
a t -11 a .m. Oct. 8, before Justice 
Cat anese. · 

'World:\: Your Feet' 
A spokesm;m . for the telephone 

company said Tuesday a blue box is 
··about as b1g as your hand. lt turns 
you into a toll operator and you ha ve 
the wnrlrl <>t ·our f~ ct. .. 

The blu e boxes dupl icJ t ... a se t of 
tones th:ll a ltJn g dis tance operator 
uses for switching a call. There is no 
ch:l r~e or rC'.:-urd of the t".J II h:J\·ing 
taken pl:lce . Bel l es tima tes that calls 
pbced through the '" blue bm:es" h<JVe 
been cos ting the company S2.000 - a-.=-... 
month. · 

The fraudulent calls were discover
ed Aug. 20 by a Hell switchman check
ing equipment in the \\ e:-: t Ches ter 
central off ice for abnorm <.a l condi
tions . From tha t date unlll Tuesday. 
the company has been logt::mg the evi
dence neces:o:1ry to m<J ke the <J rrcsts . 

"The kind of equipment rieeded to 
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catch the 'blue boxes' has only been 
available for the past few weeks ... the 
spokesman said. . 

Carl S. Teets. security manager for 
Bell. said this was the first time in 
Pennsylvania thai persons po-:;essmg 
blue boxes are being prosecuted. :"!a
tionally. 57 cases are under inves tiga
tion in 14 other states and at least one 
foreign country. 

• Lose $500,000 Annually 
Teets es timated there are ::oo to 

250 of what he called ··phone phrP:J!<s ·· 
in the countrY. caus ing the company 
nationally to io ·e $500.000 a year irom 
illegal calls . 

The far! began about 12 yeJ r~ "'='u, 
the local spokesman said. '" :Jnd 1t _wa:; 
all fun and games. Some pllre:J ks ap
parently like to li sten to a ll th_c !iounds 
a phone system mJkcs m l.Ju ddmg up 
a long, long di s tance phone c:Ji l. Uth
ers lik<' to c:J II :1 11 over th• W<' r ld f 1r 
no particula r re:1son ... l! t- .1d:.!eJ I ha t 
the comp:.my·s greates t c·,mccrn n ' ill 
now is that the ··phrcaks " can senous
ly tic up normal service. -


