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Four Chester County res idents 
have been arrest ed a nd chan;cd 
with ma:d1:g t !1ou~3r.ds of free 
telephone c<>lls :tc ro~s the n:::tion 
and around tl~e ·;o rld with the aid 
of an iUeg;: l elect ron ic device 
known as the· 'Uue box." 

The Bell Te!ep!1one Co. h;;s an­
nounced tha t it pl anned to push 
for full prosecution of what it 
termed the ~elf-styled "phone 
phreaks." 

The arrests in the county came 

last r. ight. 
'1 hose held were Kenneth M. 

Soacil , Ill. of Gir·nmoore IlD 2; 

Fr:::ncis E . Htchell, 27. of 335 

Co ncsto>!a rd.. 1 'Von; Ro!::crt 
Helms. 20, oi ~ -·5 Ches tnut sl., 
Downiili{!own, ;;i:d Mrs. Helen 
Will!::ms, 43, of 1304 Burke rd ., 
West Ci1ester. 

William S. C.1shel, Bell presi­
dent. said the arrests were pan of 
a n:1 tionw1de c rackdown on au un­
derground gro· il who on a a_aily 

basis use the blue boxes to sieve 
hundreds of long distance circuits 
and ch.a with each other for as 
long as eight and 10 hours at a 
stretch just for kicks. 

J\n:Jther suspect is expected to 
be picked up by local police later 
today in ~lont?,omery County. 
Ca~hel said 57 other ca. es were 

under investigation in H states 
and at leas t one foreiz n country. 

niitchell is an em;:;loye of t h~ 

long lines department of the 

American Telephone and Tele­
graph Co. · in \ ·ayne, and Mrs. 
Williams is a Uell toll t r:Ufic op­
era tor who works in Bell 's West 
Chester office. 

''These. people may consider 
their activity h<~ rmJess fun and 
ga mes bllt they are interfermg in 
a very serious and dan1etous way 
with the facilities csfcntial to 
serving our paying customers," 
C:1shel s:tid. 

·'Furthermore they h~ve on oc-
casion, invaded the privncy of 
tel ephone users and in the course 
of their operation ha\·t! defrauded 
the telephone com any of thou­
s.:r.ds o~ dollars in rcvcr.::c wr!ch 
inevitably must be made up by 
our customers.'' 

Cashel said that so far this year 
there have bc·c11 38 arrests in the 
nation, 18 convictions and 19 
cases are now pending. 
ThefrilUdulen(ca-llswere dis­
covered Aug. 20 by a bell switch­
man as he checked the equipment 
In Bell's West Chester's Central 
office for "abnormal" condi-

• tions. From then until yesterday 
the company l o~ged the evidence 
needed to ma ke the arrests. 

County Detecti ve Eugene 
Sharpe said a large amount of scr 
phisticated electron ic eqUipment 
was seized as a resul t of the a r-
rests. . 

The local arrests were made 
last evening in sim tJl taneous 
·raids by state. county and local 
police under the direc tion of the 

chief detective Sharpe and the •e 
- dis trict att J:-;JL' YS of l>.: :h Cl;cstcr ~ 

and Mon tgomery col:n llcs. 
'111e sustxcls were a rrai gned 

. before Dis trict J us tice John 
Catanese in Coltesv11le . t\11 we-re 
released on bai l ranging from 
$1,000 to $5.000 each. ,\ hearing 
bas been sched uled fo r Oct. 8. 


