
Exploding The Phone
www.explodingthephone.com
Bibliographic Cover Sheet

db634

Title Free Phone-Call Scheme Charged to 4 in Chester Co.

Publication Evening Bulletin

Date 1971-09-28

Abstract Kenneth Spacil, Robert Helms, Francis Mitchell, and Mrs. Helen
Williams arrested for blue box fraud in PA.

Keywords Kenneth Spacil (arrested); Robert Helms (arrested); Francis Mitchell
(long lines employee, arrested); Helen Williams (Mrs., toll
operator, arrested)

The following pages may contain copyrighted material.  We believe that our use of this material for non-commercial educational and
research purposes constitutes "fair use" under Section 107 of U.S. Copyright Law.  If you wish to use this material for purposes that
go beyond "fair use," you must obtain permission from the copyright owner, if any.  While it will make us slightly sad to do so, we
will nonetheless comply with requests from copyright owners who want their material removed from our web site.



~ . ·p . C '' S I r re._ t ,one- a., c '"'erne · . 
. Ch~rr;;2d to ,~t in Che .. ;ter Co. 
: Four persons were arresied homes last night on wa rrants 

:by Chester County detectives prepa red by Cheste r County 

las t night on charges of ta :- ing Dis trict Attorney Norman J. 

pa rt in a ,;chrme which a:low- Pine are : 

cd free telc ;1hone calls to be Mrs. Helen Willi::~ms, about 

made a!l 01·er the wor ld. wk . of the J:ltll l Burke road , 

Two of those arres ted are Wes t Chester, a Bell Tcle­

tclcphonc · comp3ny rmp:oyes phone Co. ope rato r: Francis· 

who are accu<oed of pu;;~e!.s1 ng E. :O.Iltchell. 27, or the 300 

c;evices used to cut in on hun- block ConeEtoga road, Devon, 

'dreds oi lon;;-di~tance Ci rcuits an rmploye of the America n 

and hypass the phone com- Telerhone and Te legraph Co.; 

pany 's bil ling equipment. Kenneth M. Spacil, JS of . 

Carl Teets. secu ritl' manager Barnestown road, Glenmore, 

for Bell Te lrphone Cn. of Penn- north of Do11 nin\! town; and 

sylvania, said it is estimated Rnb<'r t Helms, a bout 20, of the 

the calls made b1· the suspects 200 block Chestnu t st., Down- . 

cost the compa ny abou t S2,UOO ingwwn. 

in tolls since January. :\lrs. \\'ilil ams and :\!itcht>ll 

'Blue Box' are cha rged wirh conspiracy 

Teets said hypas~ing or and wi th ma~ing , possessing 

equipment i:; accom pl is hrd and transferring a dev1ce de-

wi th the u~P of whnt is corn- signed fo r the thef t oi tele-

monly known as a ' 'blue box." con~rn unica t ions service and 

which has 12 huttcns. simila r for other purposes. 

In those on pushhuuon te ll' · Bell Employe 

j l>ones . Thr iJOxc~ arc made in Mrs. Williams is cmplo.1·ed 

':ar;:ing _siz?s and. arc ab l ~ to in 13cll's \\'est Chester olfice 

· tJ~ · m wuh oong d1stan.ce lme.; and :O.Iirchcil works fo r 

. wl_thou t_. t~c. u~e Of W! res. ~e ..... AT&T's racilitv .in ... W.avne, .. 

sa td. S · · · · d : h 
Use of the hoxcs. Teets sa id.. :pac t! ts charP.e wit con-

. 1- t d 1 
. B 11 s oracy; fa lscl 1· tmocrsonatmg 

are es 1ma c o cost tne e · · .. ,. · · . · 

System ac r0ss the countr~· at :o~cc rs a.nd. pcrs?.ns pnva te-

least $500 noo a vear in lost rev- ly em p lo~ed, making frau~ u- 1 

enue. ' · lent t c!epho~ e calls, and 10• 

T t 'd those who terceptton or telephone com-
ce s sal use municat ions .. 

the boxes are known as . . · 

· "Phone Phreaks." ~elms ts cha.rgcd wtth con-

·-·-"lt's a thri ll type of expe ri- spJ,racvy, makmg fraudu lent 

f I .. 1.
 t ld telephone calls, and the mtcr-

ence or t 1cm, e<> s tn a . . 
press conference here. "The\' ccpt!on or telepnone ca lls. 

want to sre if thev can cail . ~11 were a rr at.gncd la.st 

Moscow or anvwherc ac ross . n:gh t before Dtstnct Justice ·. 

the wor ld 1\·it loout g01 ng John CJtaflcse of Coat c~1·dle . . 

through thr opcr11tn r. It 's a who. held them in ha1l ·or a 

'Let 's try to hea t the svstcm' heannl! a t II A. :\1 . on Oct. 

t\'pc or gitmc." · 8. Bail was set at S5,0fl0 for 

T
.h A d Mitchell , Sp:~cil and Helms, 

osc rrcstc and at $1. 000 for ~Irs. Wil-' 

T .. h.Qse ... arrcs~ed . at_ ... their 1 . Iiams .. 

Boy Also Arrested 

Sharpe said that a large 
amount of electronic equip­
ment was seized in the homes 

. of those arrested. 
He sa id a juven ile boy wa'S 

arrest<>d last n1gh t a t his 
home in Pnth:.Jwn hy :'-lnn t· 
gomery County authorlllCS in 
con nection wi th the Chc:. tcr 
County arres ts. 


