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Staten Ioland ndvance - 1st Page 

Coin Brol~er nrrcstcd on Phone Gyp. 
Raymond l\. \Vi t te k 

.···. 

Morris Sohncn, an International Coin Broker,. was on the 

phone earlier than usual yesterday, making calls to business 

contacti in Israel and Switzerland, a New York Telephone 

Investigator said. 

' 

Sohnen had every reason to believe he would not be billed 

for the overseas ca.lls the Investigator added. 

Armed ~1i th a search 1varrant Detectives from the District 

Attorney's Squad and another Phone Company Investigator ·entered 

Sohnen' s home at 25 Uxbridge Street, l'lillo~; Brook yesterday 

about 2 hours after he allegedly placed the calls.Shortly after· 

6 A.M. he \vas arrested on misdemeanor charges - theft of phone 

company services and possession of burgla.r tools. 

The lat:ter charge stemed from the seizure of what the Phone 

Company called a "Blue Box," an electronic sound device lvhich 

in appearance resembles a pocl:et calc::ulator and which it was. said 

Sohnen usBd to muke illegal phone calls to South America as well 

as Europe and the Biddle East. 

In the past 4 weeks according to Fred Schwinn, a Phone Comp<:my 

Investigator, Sohnen hud cheated the Company out of approximately 

$5000 in tolls and illegal calls.w!Jicll he allegedly made almost 

daily. 



Police said Sohnc11 described l1imsclf as a flatware 

dealer, but in reality was an International Broker or middle 

man in gold and silver coins. 

Schwinn said Solman's calls J:anged from 5 to 25 minutes. 

on· occasion the Investigator said, he ~ms known to have used his 

electronic device to save on comparatively inexpensi~c calls 

·to New Jersey and ·the ·Metropolitan Area. 

Schw·inn said a Blue Box may be obtained by the public 

only through illegal means. The cost would be approximately 

$1000 each. 

Schwinn described the box as a oscillator which reproduced 

the Phone Company's computerized dial tones. 

Sohnen operated the device simply by pluging into the 

telephone receiver in his home or wherever he called from and 

held the box against the transmitter. 

Inva~iably the Investigator said, ~ohnen dialed either BOO 

an area code number, or 555, which is information to initiate 

his phone call. Once he got the torie network, Sch1vinn said 

Sohnen pressed a button on the Blue Box which locked him in on 

a 2600 cycle wave length, cutting out the telephone operator 

and leaving him alone on the circuit in the called area. He 

then punched out the phone number he sought on the blue box, which 

duplicated the multi dialed tones. 

Authorities said Soilnen also. utilized a list of: codes lvh:lch 

ordinarily is accessible only to Phone Company pen:onnel. 
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Sch1vinn cstimuted thut the alleged cheut: such ill> Sohnen' s 

costs the Phone Company n1illion of dollars in tolls unnuully 

.illegal culls by using the Blue Box. 'l'lw box derived its 

name from.the color of the first such illegal device which 

the Phone Company came upon Schwinn said . 

. . . 'l'he Inver;;t.i.gator. said the Phone Company b.ccamc suspicious 

of Sohnen about a month ago when it detected a pattern to 

Sohnen's calls from his home in studying a computer read out. 

The read out was based on information provided by a highly 

sensitive radio telephone device'which the Company has been 

employing for the past year a·nd one-half in an effort to 

run down illegal calls. The device helps pinpoint the 

origination of the calls. 

On the basis of its information the Phone Company con

tacted the District Attorney's Office, and Assistant District 

Attorney. Thomas F. Llyd prepared a search warrant that \vas 

signed by Criminal Court Judge Royal S. Raden. 

Sohnen's home was one of 4 lqcations raided yesterday 

by Phone Company Investigators in which they confiscated 

Blue Boxes, One of the other raids, Police said, was Sohnen's 

father's home in Brooklyn, however, no arrest was made. 

At his arraignment later in the day in Criminal Court, 

Sohnen was released without llnil by Il.ndcn,,pcncling a hcnring on 

November 20th. lin innocent plen \vas entered on his behalf. 

. ' . 
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Police sili.d Sohncn· is presently on probation in 

connection with a 6onviction on a Federal Gold S1nuggling 

Charge. 

The search of Sohncn's home W<lS c<1rricd out by 

Detectives Alfred I3en<:~ducci and Robert Nowicki, opcratiicg 

under Lt. Charles F. Ingulli, Communding Officer of the 

District Attorney's Squad; •rhey \lere accompanied by 

T. Duffy, Phone; Company Investigator. 

If convicted of the charges, Sohnen would be sentenced 

to one year in jail, fined $1000, or both for each alleged illegal 

call of which he may be found guilty 


