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b "''- Box 

l r.;! I<J<.k. bux rs namt l rnr r• co or of he 
t r18 f .t1d t V<.Jrrt>s rn '>IL< .1r1d '' 'J rl y t as 

ont r r ;wo W1tcl·.1 or butt. n'>. :>.ttoc"hP<lto a 
lt:IAp,lt 11• lrne. 1 pro~r d E:S f 'r'"' toll coiling to 
:llot 111 e Tr o bliock b0 US-"r t• II rnd rv rduals 
tu i""u. tdl L.oll<; w hrn1. t'lt:n orrr 1 .. s the 
.,,._., tdt 0 l lU : ton ca J5r n(l non 't· 1rgc condr· 
101 I(J l'e ,,·c ,r I·' I cr til· •.lt•r!iHJrw company's 
'rltrnq' qurnr 1•'11t Tru'i ,.,_, rl {, Oil" nrCtPd 
:• "'"'. 1, if ·, sophrs rL,lt •d til .. 1 till IJitr• IJo~ 

Cheese Box ', ' 

Thr s electroniC toll fraud dev1ce can be sophi s
ticated or crude : the s1 ze o f a 50-cent piece or 
a frve -pound cheese box ( the housing of the 
f rrst one found). I ti S used most often by 
bookma kers and bettors. Wagers may be 
placed ei ther from within the same community 
or from distant Cit ies with a m1n imal chance 
of detection . 

The cheese box brrdges two separate telephone 
l1nes and rs usually found rna vacan t dwellr ng. 
o f ten under fl oorboards . rn desk drawers or rn 
walls . The bookmaker dral s one of the numbers 
assoc rated wrth the remotely located cheese
box from any location rn that city or w i thi n the 
long drstan ce network and stays on the line for 
the durat ton of his be tting activ rry . Bettors 
dral the o ther number and are cut through to 
th e bookmaker The cheese box a I so gives tol l 
free cal ling on both lines. 

If a pol rce rard were conducted at the loca ti on 
of the cheese box there would be no evrdence 
o f gambli ng actrvity It is ery drf fr cult to 
rdentlfy this unit. 

Any offi cer frndrng an unusual devrce as
socrated with telephone connect rons should 
contac t a Bell Ca na da Secumy off rce 
rmmecliatel y . 

MS 73-75 



r 
Se .ral types of elec tron rc d vrces desrgned 
to d . I raud tPIPphon<> ompan r s ha e be .n 
fou11d rn use rn Bell Ca nada tern tory These 
devrccs some cr de. some extrem I sophrs-
uc terJ- are usee! rl l gaily to obtarn long 
distance te lephone se r rce wr hout pa rng for 
it Organrzed crm11na ls. such as gamblers 
could use these devrces to avord blllr ng records 
of thc rr call"> 

Th rs booklet. fo r m fo rmatr onal u'>e only.rs 
desrgned to help law o ffr cers rd nufy hese 
toll fraud devrces they frnd clurmg normal 
rnv0st1gauve work 

Any memb r o f a law enforcement agency who 
drscovers a un rt resembling a long drstance 
fraud devrce shou ld cal l B II Canada secunry 
o fr ees fo r ass rstancc mrclenllfr cauon . The 
telephone numbers are 

For Quebec M ontreal (514) 870-4776 
(dunng busmess hours) 

(514) 870 2375 
(out of bus111ess hours) 

For Ontano Toronto (4 1 ti) 92 8202 
( dunng bustness hours) 

(416) 29 6313 
(out of business hours) 

Where long rhs ance rates apply . please cal l 
collec t .. 

Bell Canada's s cu r ity offrcers will request law 
cnforcemenrauencres ass rstance rn rrwes 
ugaung devrces uncovered through rts own 
det c uon me thods Bell w rll prosecu e users 
o f these devrces 

On request Bell Canada wrll assrs law n 
orccment people rn rnvest rgauons of 

el ctronrc toll frau d 

Sr<~rute of prosecunon Crrmrn,d Code o f 
Canada· Artrcle 287 1 (b). Theft o f 
Telecommunrcatrons Serv rce 

Blue Box 

1 h blu box named for the color of th e frrst 
such de rce found. varres rn sr zc but usually 
has 13 1 5 buttons on r ts fa ce These buttons 
cm rt tones that cdu;e the telephone swrtching 
ne twcrh. to reac as rt would to draled long 
drs tance ca ll s. The bluR box can bt.: at ached 
permanentl y to a tel ephone 1111 or be placed 
aga rn st the rece ive r . 

To garn ac ess to he swrtchrng network a 
blue box use r ca l ls a free long drstance porn t 
for example. Drrec tory Ass istance. Dr scon
necung the frr st call wrth a tone from the box . 
he feeds in he number that he w <Jnts anywhere 
on th long dr stanc network Telephone 
compa ny records show only the free toll call 
and not the subs quem call made by the blue 
box us r. 


