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Title FBI File 92-HQ-4957 Serial #10: Myron Julian Deckelbaum, aka, AR

Date 1961-11-30

Abstract Excerpt from 92-HQ-4957 serial #10.  Last pages: Count 1 of the indictment
charges that from about November 1, 1952 and continuously until about July 31,
1959, Deckelbaum and the other defendants together with Albert E. Bagneris,
Vincent J. Caminita, Simon Klayman, Frank Marino, and certain telephone company
longlines repairmen conspired to defraud the United States of gambling excise
taxes and the 10 per cent excise tax on long distance telephone service.  As
part of the conspiracy the defendants endeavored to conceal from IRS the
existence and scope of their widespread horse race betting and other gambling
activities by securing free unauthorized long distance telephone service,
through the servidces of telephone company longlines repairmen, as a consequence
of which no records would be made concerning the phone calls made by
defendants..."
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Notes We have the entire voluminous file
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2. Will contact thel

AT CINCINNATI. OHIO

1. Will contac.t logic.al,. sour ces of information con­
cerning subject's activities.','!:

2. Will, through inf0i!lants or sources, attempt
to determine the name of, the buslrless or type of business
subject is negotiating for in Cleveland, Ohio.

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA:

Referenced' report of ,s~A ,"
dat ed 11/21/61, entitled "BEN~'NC-:L&'"",""'S""S""O'=F'=F-,-'Ak""-a-.-j-AN=::T""r--­
RACKETEERING", Cincinnati File 9~-l.03, Bufile 92-3051, contains
detailed account of subject DECKEI~UM's activities as well
as the activities of BIR~IN and !OBERT LlSSOFF. It should
be noted that ,subject and his brothers-in-law, BENJAMIN and
ROBE2T LASSOFF, are closely related in their relationship as
well as in their activities .ad interests. Inasmuch as these
activities have previously be\n reported,it is not believed it
is necessary to include these activities' in this report.

No lead is being'set cut for New Orleans to follow
anti report prosecutive action cil,.,ubject in connection with his
violation of Sections 371 and 134~~"U. S. Code, Title 18,
inasmuch as that lead ha. been set~jut in referenced report,
and a copy of this information will be set out in subject's file
upon receipt at Cincinnati. b6

b7C
Information obtained from Internal Revenue Service

Form Il-C for MYRON DECKELBAUM andl lcontained in
this report was furnished by WIl~tAM w. HUMMEL, Chief, Intelligence

CIRCINNATI DIVISION

CI 92-324
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Division. IRS, Louiwille, Kentucky, givcm to SAD
. on 11/9/61.
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Office: CINCINNATI

Bu...u File No., 92-4957

t-ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ISTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- :1:' -

Gambling operations at St,ables Cafe, Newport. Kentucky,
operated by subject, clos,ed down. Subj ect is reported
negotiating for legitimat,e business in Cleveland, Ohio.
Subject purchased gambling stamp for 7/1/61 through
6/30/62. Details of SUbject I s indictment at New
orleans, La., set out.

ANTI-RACKETEERING

MYRON JULIAN OECKELBAUM

Field Office File No.: CI 92 -324
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DETAILS:

;~. . .

On October 16 1961.r----ladvised~ !
thatl Jha~be~yed as . for AyR N

DECRE=~AUM and ROBERT LASSO" above the Stable~ Newport,
Kentucky. .

On Octobe~ 11,1961,1 I advised SAl I
---'----"--1 that absolutely no lay-off or betting operations

are presently being conducted wic;Jdn the confines of the
Stables Cafe or on the second floor thereof.

On October 12, 1961, 1 ladvised SA r---I
lthat ROBERT IASSOFF f 7147 East Lawn.Cin~. Ohio,

'--;;an=d-hl:"1:rs""'6rother-in~law,MYRON DECKli;LBAUM •. 1868 Larchwood Place,
Cincinnati! Ohio! ap.d RICHARD LACImY. Newport, Kentucky. the
I lof BENJAMIN LASSOFF, are
"sneaking" bets .at least by paY',;t~lephone,in the Stables Cafe
and its vicinity. I Iwasl,1q),3e to;furnish specific informa-
tion concerning any lay-off activity of the subject or his
as sociat es.

___....,. On Octobe~ 18. 1%1.1 ladvised SAl I
Ithe second floor of the Stables Cafe 18 now completely.

-c-'r"-o:""s:""e:""a,.-J. I Irelated' that BENJA!l!:IN LASSOn intends to leave
the area once he cap. get his fed_ral tax 'liens on the Stables
Cafe building removed so he can :~el1 it. According tq I
ROBERT LASSOFF, the brother of BENJAMIN LAS~OFF. is presently
negotiating for a business in Canada and MYRON DECKELBAUM is
presently negotiating fO.r a:buSi nes s in Cleveland. Ohio. He
stated all thesebusine8S.ventures'are supposedly legitimate .

.;.~' ", '$

On OctobeJ: 30.'1961.1 ladvised SAC=--. ......J

that he had leal:'ned on October 28, 1961, I ~ Who
allegedly is booking sporting events out of the Flamingo Club, b2

633 York Street, Newport, Ke~~cky, had stated that subject ~~D
and his brot::rs-in-.law, BENJ~IN and ROBER.T LASSOFF, and b7CI _a Cincinnati gambler, are supposed to move their
office frome Stables Cafe, Newport, Kentucky, 'to Cincinnati,
Ohio. He stated that this grcup, is presently searching for a
new location, but has not located ~ suitable place at this time.
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BENJAMIN LASSOFF adt!sed SA on b7c

October 17, 1961, that he has not operated any lay-otf andbook
business since 1951, and his only interest in~he Stables Cafe,
Newport, Kentucky, is the fact that he owns the'bui1ding
housing the same. LASSOFF stated he understands his brother­
in-law, MYRON DECKELBAUM,and hil! .brother, ROBERT LASSOFF,
formerly operated a handbook on the second 1;1001: of the Stables
Cafe, b~t that he had nothing to do with 'this operation. He
stated he has not bankrolled either ROBERT LASSOFF or MYRON
DECKELBAUM a1thoug~ some years ago he did give ROBERT LASSOFF
$40,000 to get him started ::I.q business.

On October 9, 1961,r-ladvised SA I r
that MYRON DECKELBAUM ~nitely not operatLng at

Newport, Kentueky, and if he was operating
~=-~'l"""",~h~e-w=a=-s-m:::'e':"'.relymaking, ratber than taking, bets.,

On September 15. and Se:ptel1l1ler 28, 1961, SA I-----------1 reviewed Crimina1~ile #~9247 in the office~()~f-t~h-e-­
U. S. District Court Clerk, ,~ Ot<Ieans. This file pertains
to the criminal act ion of U. s. '\7S BENJAMIN LASSOFF et al-
The file contained a minute entry dated August 30, 1961, which
pertai. ned to all of the defendan1:sin this action. This minute
entry reflected that on that date OtCKELBAUM and other defend­
ants waived reading of the indict~qt and entered not guilty
pleas .. The court gave each d¢¥e~qlt 30 days to file pleadings.
The Un~ted States was given 3Q'dllySto answe~. The court
assigned'December 14, 1961, ~'lO:O!) AM as the day set for
argument on motions.

A review of the irl4:1ctmEmt dated June 27, 1961,
reflects that DECKELBAUM and 12 ()ther defendants were im icted
for violating Section 371 and 1343 for conspiracy to defraud
the United States and Fraud by Wita.

'\;L
Count 1 of the indictrnettt charges that from about

November 1, 1952, and continuously until about July 31, 1959,
DECKELBAUM and the other defendants ,:together with ALBERT E.
BAGNERIS, VINCENT J. CAMINITA, SIMON KLAYMAN, FRANK MARINO, and
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certain telephone company lpnglines repairmen conspired to
defraud the Uni:ed States of~~8mbling excise taxes and the
10 per cent eXC1.se tax on long dis,tance telephone se'rvice.
As part of the conspiracy, the defendants endeavored to
conceal from IRS the existence IO\Ildscope of their widespread
horse race betting and other gambling activities, by conceal­
ing their long distance telephon~"'activity,bysecuri£l?; free
unauthorized long distance telephoneservic~, through the
services of telephone company longlines repaipmen, as a con­
sequence of which no record,,' would be made concerning the
calls made by the defendant~. As a further part of the con­
spiracy, the defendants secured free, unauthorized long
distlO\Ilce telephone service, tl'ere'b, preventing the telephone
company from billing them for tbfs service, including the
10 per cent excise tax imposed on long distance telephone
calls, with the result that the United States was defrauded
of this revenue.

Counts 2 and 3 al~~~ed overt acts committed by
defendant BENJAMIN LASSOFF. Counts 4 and· 5 alleged overt
acts committed by defendant ROBERi'iLASSOFF.

Counts 6 and 7 alleged the following overt acts by
DECKELBAUM: That from apout 'Nol1ember 1, 1952, to about
July 31, 1959, he devised a sc.e to defraudAT & T, its
subsidiaries and affiliates of costs of long distance tele­
phone calls by securingtbe services of certain phone ccmpany
longlines repairmen to place long 'distance calls for him with­
out authorization or payment. FC?r the purpose 0 fexecuting
this scheme, DECKELBAUM canpletaddong distance calls from
Newport, Kentucky, to New Orleat\§', Louisiana, on or about'
July 25, 1957, and on or about June 11, 1957.

Counts 8 through.,20 alleged acts against the remain-
",

ing defendant s.
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