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Title FBI File 92-HQ-3051 Serial #53 and #54: Benjamin Lassoff aka, AR

Date 1960-09-09

Abstract Serials #53 and #54 of 92-HQ-3051.  Serila #53 numbered page 14 discusses use of
telephone company credit cards to cover the extent of their telephone
operations.  Serial #54 page C says "(redacted) Intelligence Division, United
States Treasury Department, New Orleans, advised on August 18 1960 that he has
recently received information that the (redacted) has discovered some type of
instrument or device through which gamblers are able to make long distance
telephone calls but circumvent the recording of these calls by the telephone
company equipment.  He advised that he received this information form an
Internal Revenue Agent in Miami, Florida, and was under the impression that the
Miami Office was familiar with the operation of this device and might have
additional information regarding its operation.        He advised that he is
particularly interested in determining if such a device is in existence as he
has been supervising an investigation of large scale gambling operations of such
operators as Benjamin Lassoff and numerous others throughout the country and he
had recently noticed that there has been a surprising decrease in their long
distance telephone activity.  He also advised that he has received information
from a New Orleans gambler that the gambling circles have again been able to
circumvent the telephone toll charges.  (redacted) pointed out that
approximately three years ago the telephone company was able to stop a number of
employees from making a toll card without recording it."

Keywords gambling; blue box; black box; Benjamin Lassoff

Source FBI via FOIA
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E2'";:::,:::::~~~_co__,,::i~s-=7,-own__t_o_t_he_Bur_ea_l/'
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BEN.1AMI LAsson. aka sAf 1 MER
Ben La880ff. Bernard La880ff. CHARACTER OF CASE
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Aitt~11-506~ ,i~:.U.~ciio ·B. ,'~SSOFF' .1;a1 )!:~#~te.. "
. AXtel 1..6121, 'i,sued to United ROofing' and ',,' .' , ",

SidiDg' COIlipany. . .."" : ,.'" '" .' ,; ;, ".
Axtel l-5062,iuued 'to ,B. 'lASSOFF: .. -:.' -:::',

.Axtel 1-612'2 ,1ss'!!ed ~o the Kentucky 'Sale II and ".,.,
, Salvage COiirpany., , : .' , ',.' '..: "

' Axtel1':'1233~iJ8ued:.ti:lthe. a!!Vilbar, Sales.,'· "'., .:"
,', 'Juniper 1-6922','i"$ued to,the ,United R:oofiij: .": .'

, ,and Sldins GoiDpan7.> " " ,.,', " .,.' .. "
. ':Axtell-2234;is8ued.t~ ,the Bevabar sa.1Ei8'~ .

': I" '. ". ~dy~s~~:iJt' 'Asent~oft:he ltit~~~'_.· .
• 'REwenue Service, fromtheir:f~e~ttgation.·hadJ)e8ti. abl.e,t=~'·

;' " ,'il .:' <;. '~.:'~::' .' .~ ",' " ~:;.:', .,.....:
. ' ',- c,ov.,e~: p.a~e '., .". : ... ". ' .. '.: ,_
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. 'det'erm~e' :ll\1mberqf .tfi~· ~od~ '~;imD_~~;~~i~b~~i¢b LASS<Jrr
and his·~)1~88oclat:esweredealing.,.. SOIlIlF'o~.:,the ~_er8 "exe ..•.

...~.•. ',ld~tifie4 by' tbe.tel~bo~eiluu!ber·,eo: ,,~ic::h: they r.~1a,tecl a04:::.· '.. ", .
theilctual i identity of. tbe:holder'4et;:erm~ed.:"l~"eiJaUa',,'. .:"
determined tbS,~ theW$Oi'F opere,.i:{cin· wall deai.1.i.~W1tb <.. );, '::: r,,, .

·nqmel'ous. telephoQeI1~er.. rithj,hieh ~,code number c:iou~.d .•.....'
..' .' ~be ideDtif1ed~ . Other code nwilber~ J)~ .'code ll:!I_s "with whom' .

.. ' '1t could be tOld, LASSOn and' associates'wen dealing. could .
mt be ident1fie4 with,' any' telephone' number nOr coUld their ::,:' .'
. :i:deQtityor locationb;lI! de.teril11ned;.:' ';, , , "c".' .

, ,

" .'... '; In re~ard:·.i:oth'.~code~diJm~:~~s;:: the~r'··~d.ntf.~i~sF· ..;
telephOtieJ;l.e:l:S ,etc. ~1tll·which t1;le 'opel'at,1Qii::.:ai:\l04S; "
M<:\DlllOUth. st:reet}:Hewport,K~tUckY ••s dealing~:lirior to' -- '.

.'A.-pril,195~~1. set. ,fo:rth' billow;:,:', . "'" ' . ,
.'Or· .-.. ,";'-- :. BETS ' .'

·.,:"riiErioRi'" ~.:y: 'IN oUt> c; ,
'-..

, .. ':

" ".' ' i. "

,.'" .::
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onl If.Dformant .aclVised that the
precediMf I- II hV. t-h.......... 'ni'r I

{DhoneticYl I

a ttannvua yt
.name of who apparently had some position of ability
in the. zens· Te1ephoneCompaay, Northern Kentucky. bad
sOIDe anamosity toward LASSOPP. At the present time LASSOP'
has only two telephones and an adding machine in his office
at this time.

- K -
Cover page

..

. occasions with requests tO'obtain additional telephone
service for LASSO"t:;J'. tions over the Stables cafe. " .
Newport, Kentucky. aid that he. had' ,experienced '
SOllIe dU:ficu1ty and . not obtained the telephone inasmuch,
.as previous contac 'was with the telephone

company, namely on ~:L=::==;J~p~h~on;;e~t;iC~)1Jz:ha~';d~re:t;i~r~e~d:c;aift~e~r~..,the first of the year.
,..f!m::.-LJEilimlllQD8...JIlSl':3lfce at the L..-_--:-__---------.....I

e urv ce i~ January 1~~9~I·nd e: f pd for I.
aid that both the subject and j;ere interested

I...-:r:D"O"""'~'tiiJg telephone service since BOBBIE LASSOFP was
. allegedly supposed to move Operations f·rom 10th al'ld BOone
Stnets on January 11,1960.' .

. r-=:1a~~a::r:i~maa:e~:t~:sn:e~fOFr8 1 i cinar af~::;
~ jand works several hours each evening
·in LASSO,,' s. liquor store and sells very little whiskey.

telephones fo ....... ---.
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I
'-----.......oo........,t,he same· date J -~a1d he had contacted

land told him hiS' business 8Ild that he wanted
two telephones inst.lled at 1041 Monmouth Street, that it'
me$nt a lot to' the individuals who will be us1tlg the phones,

:

thev :-~d certain1i .......__ :1 0 .. 0 f'batever influence ., --I !Uyexert. L Istated that he knew a ,
~erof~e directors of tbe te1tmhone CCllDDanv. includlot:t

-'n-I I.." .. ' ......4--"- ...~.:. . ..
- -

Onl be infot'lllSot furnished the

Th.. ('-/n,.-/, reflects th"tl r
-lrSidi, at I I ..

landl lLs emploped as a at Storrs-Schaefer,..-.

~
- -

- .
- -On Februaty 14, 1960, elvised that LASSOFF ,
.. was still anxiouS to getaddit phones at 1041

Monmouth Street and further stated that he had learned .
that -dllte that LASSOFP had receotly purchased another -liquor 
store or sa1000 called Moses Place at 15th and Central
Avenue in Newport, Kentucky, near the Car Bam.

b6
b7c
b7D
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Bureau File No:~' '. .
92·3051
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ANn-RACKETURlNG
, '.'

BiN.JAM.~ ,LASSOFF "

";"'0,0

.. ~' ..
Cboroeteo

" ,

Title: .

, ,

Fi.ld QUie.FileNo"ct 92-103 "

~ .', .

- p ..

'...'

',.

'I'hIBdotl~nt (lDnttJ.i~1J neith~r recommendations,nor tlOn~lUBioD.l ~ the FBI. tt ~'t~e'properw,~f the ~Iall.d tll'!o!Uled t:o yo~asrm~: it"-amt
.' ' . , itlll eGntents are not to be dj,tributed out,lIlde lour.8j'CD07. . . . .'

, '

. Report.9f;:
Dat_: "

.. "....

SV.DPSi~ENJAMIN LAsSOFll'; FBI '1754012<:. wa~ born'S/8 08. Ciocinra.d;
Ohio. tASSO!!'1!' resides with his and 2 adOpted:
sons 81:2730 S~tion Road. Amberey Vi age, Ohio.' Heestimate~.

the apprciximate value' of his residence at $200.000. 'LASSOn "
, began taking bets on horse races in about 1925. ,In 1956 . '.

tDdictments were returned against BENJAMINIASSOFF ;'h1s'brother, '
ROBERT LASSOFF. his, brother-ill-law MYRON' DECltEUAUM' and SIMON, ':
KLAYMAN in vio1atlon'T~ 18~ S. 371; Title 26.'S. 7201,4401;",',
4411, 7262, USC ~ LASSO'"'" was. arrested 3/U/60' by Cine innati '. '
PD forreceiv1ng stolen goods; however ,Grand Jury atCincinnad
ignored this case. LASSOFF associates with numerous g$Dbleii8':
in the. Newp,~r,t ',' Kentucky area ,and is fr,:rtly engll~d in ' '
layoff bets and. gambling in Newport. dvised onL I'

, that LASSOrl!' continues b:l.S 'successfUl' g ling'operaioRs ",. "
at the Be1lnon.t (f~rmer1ySnaxBar) io NewP0rt.r1advised. , . '

, LASSO" as well as his brothel: and other assoc!ite8, are .tUl ' :. ,
,', "t9t\ "bi~e8t"laYOffh8.ndboOk operators in the Cincinnati ,.", '

", ' afea. indicated LASSOFF is gJ:'~edy anlland huagxy and has "
',aequir extensive realestil,te. holdings. Description of LASSOFF'

,sel; forth. .

b2
,106

b7C
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· DErAILS

PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROtJN1)'

BENJAMIHlASSOFF was born May 8, 1908 atCiDc iJanati, ..
Ohio asB'ERNARD LASSOn. His father was.KOVITZ LASSOn; .
mother, CLARA FRAZIER; nativity of patents. Russia; address.'
at date of birth 825 Clark Street. CinciQD&ti, Ohio'.

BENJAMIN LASSOl'P'atteaded Woodward jigh SchO!)l, ..
Cincinnati. Ohio; foE' two· years;' dropped out of high school
at end of sophomore yeat in about 1925 due·to the death of'

· hiB father. At that time his .father owned a tire store at
Nintlland Freeman Streets.' C1ncinDati~Oh10•. Wh:L1.eatthi8
location, BENJAMIN LASSOFF' started taking 25¢ bets on hone

. races. J)QE'1n8 his spaE'e time he studied bookkeeping and'
.finance. continued· operating the .tire store and taking.
bets on horses in very sull amOunts. Subsequently, he
estabU.shed "book." for taking bets on horse races inseverat.·
bars ill Cincinnati, ObI. 0,' and in N~rthern KeDtucky.: and . .
also opened .an office in Borthem Kentuck,", 'lberehe accepted"
"layoff" bets fE'Olll otbeE' bookmakers;' ilVeAtually •. having a .
clearing hOUJe foE' this business. accepting' bets, from book-

· .akers throughout various parts of the country. It: was throUgh
ellis venture that be _ssed considerable wealth.'

After tbedeatbofbis brother .. JACOBLASSOFF, be
no longer kept any interest in tbet1rt\business, but baa been
closely asaocia,ted in all otheE' business entel:'pE'iseswith .
his youngeE' brother', ROBERT lASS~F, age 36. .

- 2 -

.. "" . . ...~". OFF has been married .once and h.! and their t~.H2II·u"u;w·I4.a.L_-,.._.,l,
'1 lag 1n 1953. and

1953, curr~t y reside at 2 ec. on •
Ohio, a palatial suburb of Cincinnati.' LASSOPF has a
modernistic palatial home comPletewlth sw1mm1ng pool,
surrOunded by a rustic rail fence. LASSOFF upon interview
advised tbat bis bOlDe bas been valued at approximately
$200~000 and that the. Internal Revenue serotCe.allowed him

g .
.1
;; "",

/
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Arrelit~el _' , ,
or
Received Charse

applicant,',
pi1: rec
1-28-55

12-12-42
Cincilmat1
,Ohio

-3 -

applicant' '
pp , ,

6-8.,.55

Benjamin
Las8off,
13314

Benjam:Ln
-Lassoff
135677365

Benjamin
Lassoff '

, #50-19453

, "
.",.

contributor
of,' -
Piserprinu ,-'

SO Las Vesal "Ben Lassoff applicant,
Rev ' ,"40-1001- ' I'P

1-7-55

., aasaliIDeat va'luationo£ $150,000 as totbe value of, this
".residence property.

, In Mayo! 19S9, LASSOFF, suffereel Il' heart att" and
"asconfined 10 theJ_isb HOllP:l.tal, Clacimiad, Ohio. , S1tice'

,this baart attack,LASSOPI1' has greatly improved his condition
whereby he 1s able to work on a' daily basis in ' ," '

, connection with his bookmaking activitea, in Newport,
Kentucky; ,

CRIMINAL RECORD

, ,The following information was, received from Ch.
PBI IdentificatiQQ Division ,for BERJAHIN LASSOn under 01
'7.54012<: on December' 16, 1957:' , ,

soLa. vegas
Nev

Nevada Tax,
CCIIID
Gamblias D:!.V

, ~~r8on Clty -
, Rev '

C191-103

·,,',' "", '.' ..:
'J'

" ,
t
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wilfUl'
evasion·
of fed
Tax
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,6--5-56, "

. .'

, , Arrested '
or
Received Cbl:ge

". '.,

, . ';--', .

, ..
, ...,' -'. '~,

" .. " :: ' '

. ,~ ",,'

NDe
and ' .
NUliber "

.-. '

...
,:.~ ' ....

. ;" ....

' ......,'

. Cont.ributor
of
FiDlerprints

, ,.. ". '1 .
".

'. ,'1'beDOoketreflects, that' aCOIIIplaint was fiied
on Juae 17, 1958 on,t~ebaslsof.action and the basis of

. action was"temporary iajunctloritrom se:i.ziug. c~is.cating.
· . or sellingan1preperty Qf plaintiff, to- adjudge' aS8essment .

.. and' 11ens Void to expiring, ~cl, re1"'s. from reco-.i;d of each' .'
• county where liens. have ))een filed. II ~

. represent:=,.YOCket 'reflect. tr:,t;:J~l:~f:i;:hfi~ld.'· ."
· ,331 York, Street, Newp0r,t. Kent~tq.: . . ...'

., C192..103

.. ~'.

" .. Itts to be no~edtbat tb~'FBl tdentiftQatiOD ..
·"ReOo-fddidnot contaiu. a dispositioa, for the entry by U•. S. :. '

,'MarshAl; LeziDgton'~Kentucky, 'dated JuneS, 1956•. Iti* to
, "'be;noted that; thieciispoiitioa. is 'itdismssedU.· s. DistriQt
:,C~rt• Northern D18tdct ofltentuek1. covingtOQ, lem:ucky ,.> JUuary 18. 1957n~ '. " ,

" . c~ceming 'theacHon of Internal 'R.eveaue Service . ' .• ,.'
" , asainlit LASSOr; .pad:1cularlY iattacbmerats mde tohiB persOnal.'.
'.'.and buainessproperty,the LO\l:!-.vill. ,DiV1.s.ioli baa advised that

"the records ,of the 0.' S.District Court. westetQ D1stri........LLJ;_-'--,

I
lt:~w':ikV; Jaouisvi,11,e,' ltentuc ' . , .

~J__ 4; 19S9.
~iCt ·the followiag1llformatioa.;un er Doc et •. ,

,'. entitled BENJAMIN LASSCIT and lRiNE LASSOrr VS. WllJ.L\H M~
"GiAY's District DiJ:~tor" Intemal Revenue Service.' , ,
'LOuisville. ltentuckyand RUSSELLA~WELCH"ai District' ,

Director, Internal Revenue Seniee. CincimUt.t1.Ohl0 District. '
. .' '. " "

,-' .. ,U~LGiDgton 'Benjamin
Ky' .Lassoff

1330-M

..' ,

.
~ .
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()D' August 14. 19,58; a motiOll todislIii.scOmplaj,at
was ~iled by the ,U.S. Attoriey~,

Ol'l OCtober 1, 1958, a~ orcierof Judie ROf M. ,
SIlELBOUBNE ,was fi1ecl 8satainiDg the defendant's motiOft to ,
dismiss ,the complaint and ,dim8sing ,cOIIIPlaint. ,'

Ol'l OCtober 6.1958. a lDOdonof appeal to the U, S,~,
court, of Appeals, 'S:LxtbCircuit. was filed by the plaintiff,

"The record of 'the appeal was 'mailed 'to the Clerk.
U,. S. District Court of Appeals, Sixth Di*cuit, CiliciD,nati.
Oh~o. by the Clerk of the U. S. District CoUrt.L.ouisvilie,'

, ,A notice of r~e1Pt ,of the appeal wail received,
by the Clerk.U,S', District ,Court on Nov-,er 25. ,1958.
re£lectiagthat the appeal had been assigtied Docket 113,758;

, J '~d~ised that the actiOD i8 still pending
before the Court of APpeals iD Cincinnati, Ohio, , '

, . " .
. Records of the Clerk. U",$. District Court. Westem ,

DistriCt of Kentuc 'LouisVille' ltentUe,k,." .ere made ' I "
rj!JlilU.JIJUlU&~:L..l:!6L I-:-~..".,=!on JaDuary 6, 1960, bY, ,

ant, ey reflect the folloW1Qg -,-"",-,-,
L-~l!"'o"'~~t""i"'O-D-un"""d'rer~':D"'oc"""-::t-!,Number 3626. entitled "Benj~min La.soff'

and I Iversus WilliamM, Grey. District ,Director, "
Internal Reveo.ue Service, Louisville .ltentucky. Diiltrict and ,
llI.isell A,' Welch. District,Director ,Iaternal Revenue '
S4kvice; Cincinnati, Ohio, ,District'," '" '."

Manda,te from the UDitedStates CO\U't of APpeal.
, of the Sixth Circuit. issued under date, of June 9, '1959.
'received frOm the Clerk of' sa1<l court,filed on JtiQe' 10 •
1959, said Mandate reading in p.rt as follows:

, ' "Ol'lcOfts:lderation wbere~f, it isllOw here
ordered and'adjudged by this Court'that the order

, of the said District Court diSmissing the complaint
is ' reversed, and the cause '. remanded to the "
DistrtctCourt for furth~ proceedings e~$istent. ' . .

. ~,

" ",
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", . on JUDe 19, 1959, "Interrogatories' to Defendant'.
were· found by. t:he PlalnUff.. on August' 28, 1959 ,aliswers .
to the Interrogatodea were filed by the, United States
Attorney. . , .

on March 11, 1960,r---~----"'----......
Crime Bureau CineiDnati Police Department, andL-o~ ""'"

I Jiboth ~ised that they, aloDS wit
L::--.".......--.,.,..~rrestea BERJAMIlIl LASSOPF at his resideac-=-e'-,"'2"'7"3r;;0"'-:S"::"ec:-:t:"1i;-:0~o
Road, Amberley Village. at approximately 9:00 AM that date.
LASSOl'F wa. arrested fO,r receiving' stolen goods valued .at
$26$.00. 0 Th:Ls case coneern:LiIg the stolen property' came
to light wben LASSOFF.traded in avibrat~ng machine for amore

0' deluxe model and a cheek of theserialllUllbers on the trade-in '.
:revealed tba.t it ras identical with a ..hine stolen frOm ' ','.
the automobile ~fL I·.··

.. ~:','.'

.on December 29, 1959, Judge SRELBOUBNE ,sigoed an
Order to theeffeet tiult the Defendant's motion to set aside
default and for iead to file respoose to Plaintiff's motion
to strike Def$ndant' s IIIOtion would be heard in COurt Chamber" . , ,

''In Louisville OIl January' 8, 1960.' . " .

. ,
, .

, .. . .

. ODS'eptember' 15 ,1959 ~ Judge SREt.BOURH signed an
~der setUng pretr.41 confereneefor September 30, 1959.'

.' '. on October 1 j 1959, the colllbined cases were set
'. for td.a1 oli ~elilber21, 1959, and on Deceillber ,,15, 1959,
· JudieSRELBOURNE reiRoved the case from the trial calendar

and coGtinued it. '. , . "

with the QP1Dioo h4n:.in. n .

. . on ,JuneU, 19S9~.Judse ROY, M. SBELBOURNE signed .
aD order reinstatiDg this action on the Docket fl)r further'

. proceedings coosistent with the opinion aDd Mandate of 'the
· UDited States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.

i ~. , .
t .

'.,.
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Cincinnati. This machine was stolen on JanuaEY' 27. 1960
, from the salesman I s automobile who represents the Niagra
Company of cincinnati.: The aforementioned officers, stated"
that LASSOn claimed a friend. name unrecalled .haq left
the machine at his home.

• On Ap~il 23. ,1960,1 kdvlsed that "
the Hamilton County Grand Jury sittIng at Cincinnati, Ohio.
on Aprll 22, 1960, ignored the case wherein LASSQFF was
charged with haVing received stolengooda. '

The 1dentificat:l.on record under FBI'1754012C'
dated MArch 16, 1960, as'received'from the Bureau contains
as the last entry - COntributor of Fingerprints' - Police
Department. Cincinnati, Ohio, for BENJAMIN LASSOn under,
Pol1ce176832. showing that he wasaneated March 11, ,1960
and charged with re.ce:Lv1ngstolengoods (over $60.00) whir::h
1s a felbony in the State of Ohio. , ' '

On February 3, 1960. U. S• District Court Judge
!tOY M. SHELBOURNE ordered that the attorneys for the
parties, in the above liSted caSeil. appear in court chambers,
at Louisville, Kenj:ucky on February 25, 1960, for pretrial '
conference to coiuiider the simplification c:f the issue. the
possibility of obtaining admission of facts lind doc~ts
to avoid unnecessary proof and such other matters.as'may
aid in the disposition of these actions, iil conformity with
Rule 16 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.. .

~ 7 - '

, .,.
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.' .' .. ' "1.) Behind closed door8 whlchb&d .th~reona
.. fictitious name. ..' .'. " .. .

2.) Contalned telephones lis~eduDde~fictiti~s'or .
. . mi81eadingnames • . . '. ' .'. ., ..

·3.~ Contained records containing entries l:Lsted •.
\1Dde'r code DUlllbeJ:'s .' •

.'. : '4~) Defendants. J:'eceived .and acc.epted wagexson horse
. ''race. and, other spo;cing event... ..,..... ...
. S.) On AprU'19,. i956 ~ defendants atteq»ted to

. . conceal and destJ:'oy certain records kept by ..
them in cciaaeCtion with such Sa1DbliDg operations ••t'

Recor4s of the:Cletk,U. S;DistrictCourt,Weste~
District of Kentucky, Louisville; Kentvcky , pertain~to .
C:l:.VUAetiOIl.13626. 3635 aAd 36,36 were,reviewed011"M4Y' 20,
1960 by SA [ " J .,.'. , .' ..", '. .

" , , . The records reflect, that the pretrial conferenCe
,ordlgindly scheduled for February,25, 1960, wb~ch was not:
h~ld,bils not as yet .been rescheduled. . .

. I lunited'States District

~
:: C1;rk i. Offie:, Cmagton, Kentucky, furnished toIthe 'record undeJ:' cdmina1 docket number

10 .t was Dote that this file 111 ad4ition to the plea41Qg .
etc. consisted of souetbiag over twobUD4red pages of testimony ,
taken in the matter. This f 11e was rniewe4 by SAI I',I ~ April 22 and 23. 1958. , ' ,

Tberecord refle~tedthat,on~une 11,1956, an io.dict~'
mentwasreturnedaga:I.DstR.OBERT LASSQFr ,. MYRON l)ECKELBAUM,

IENJAKIN .. lASSO,," and SIMON KLAYMAN, cNJ:'giDl5 thes'e ,1nIlividUals
with'olation of Title 18, 'Section 371,' Title 26, Sectioal201,
4401, ,4411 and 7262. U. S. Code annotated,. in that they " ,
conspired 'willfully to attempt to evade the FederalTaXjthat

~ t"" d:l.d willfully attempt to evade Federai Tax; that " ,
,thef IIAd!ieme 'acts makii:t,g them liable for Federal, Tax, without', .

. baviag paldslillle, tllis indiCtment beiug in five, CO\1Dts., '
It was alleged that' prior to Mllrch 1, 1956, and uncUaDd'
including April 19, 19S6,at Newport,' KentUCky they, had
accepte4,wagers 111 thesUlD of. $1,485,270.' It was

. sai4 that this business .cOD~ted by these iIlen. was:. ." . ' " '. , ...

' ..

-'
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On cross-u.;.lnatioD'h~ ~dmittedthat he' blad'never', ..
real estate licen_ein tl\esense.ofbeiilg atealestitte. . . ',.. ' .

! ,.

used his

C~92·l03

. .'

, .Byaff:Lda~itlD this matter filed September 21 ~ , .
1956, ROBERT and BENJAMIN LASSOFF averred 8IIlOl1& other th:l.ogs i
that they were the owners of the propeit1:kn~as the Elmo .
Building, 1045 MOIIIIIo\1thStreet, Newport ,lUlatucky. '.

The.records "reflected: that OD September .26', 1956,
there was a head. ;La United Staus Diatr1ctCourt, coviaStOn, '.
Kentucky on 'a motion to .suppress the evic1ence' on the grounds

. , of ~n illeplsearch and seizure. EYidencewastaken and the
III&ttertakenund.:suba!isslon by Judge MAC SWINFORD, ~lted
States 'D:l.stdl:t Judge 'of, the.. Eastern District of Kelitucky a~d .

the Honorable MAC SWINFORD on Jaliuary 14. 1957 sustained the"
lIIQUoD 1:0' suppress 1:beev1dem:e. .... '. .

It .was. noted that.ubject BENJAMINIASSQW 1:estified
on this motion, and st'atedthae be bad been the oWner • with
ROBERT LASSQPf, his brother. as 8, partner of the property .
located at1045MOI1lllouth Street:. Newport, ltentUck,since 1940•

. .' •• stated furthertbat l:)e hadinterest8 1u .twootherbulldl'\lgf
in the vicinity.. He iDd1cated that he was a licensed real .
estate investor and had a real'estate license aud,indicated·

.' that that .as his businelilsat that :\.ocat~o1\.· .,

., .'

. . .It .W~s f\1rther. allegedtha~ the. defeada.ta bad .'
attempted to evade: a special' to of fifty dolla~•• year; .
r~uired by Title.26, Section 4411,.U. S. CodeatUt;otated;' .'., .

. to be,paid bypersonsensqed in business, of acceptiog wagers.
on hors,e races and otl\ersportiDg.·events. It .sindleated
that theile individUals map, bODd in the sum of $3,000 each,'

' ..'. ,on June- 22, 1956 atwhlch time. BENJAMIN LASSQF)"s address
. was l1ste4 •• 2730 secd9n Roa~, Amberley Village; SIMON
KLAYMANa.s15~5 Northwood Drive ; MYRON DECKE',!.. 1868
Larchwood, Place; ROBBItT LASSOn' .7147 EalitlaWn :Drive••11

. Cincinaati'~ Ohio. It was indicated that this indictment'bad
, grown oueof' araldcoad~tedby Agents of the, intema1 .
Revenue Service at 1045 MOQlllOUth Street· ~ NewpoJ;t, K~tucky

. on April 19.1956. '

. !.

..' ..
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special Alents' oftbeinteraal Revenue Service also '
·testified and it was indicated that an lnvestigatlonhad been'

~ ..

broker, and that he has neyeTsold a p1ece of prqperty to
any person on a c0IIIII1ss1on basis. Be testified that ,he, ..

. "bad a legitimate business interest,' being 1Dterestecl in the .
Ohio ValleyPl,..00dC9lllPaily of ClDCiaaati, Ohio, and the.
Colonial Village, Incorporated of Cincinnati , Ohio. Be'.
indicated thatthi,s was an apartment development having 161
apartlllents ~ .'.

. . . . Be stated tba.t he h8cl two telephones ~derthe .
.nilme of B., LAsSOn' 111 th. Elmo' Bu11diq. " Be admitted that on ,

, . '. tlle dClor' of the buildiq' there wa.s, a ume., United floofing ." '..
, . and S1t1ing., and stated that some man namedl I bad run . . ..

. "::::. =':~::Is, Be statedthattbere. bas also been.'. a per,son _ed.. .· ~ 'connected with, the operation.at 1045 MODIIoUth , ....
'. e ut1955. ,. . . ' ... ' . ,,' '" '.' , •.

Be stated that in 1953; 1954 and 1955, he, BEN,JAMIN .
LASSO)')', vaai-n LaI(Vegae, Nevada; therebeiDl interested in
theDQlles Bi;ltel. . . . .

'lie stated that there bad also been on the door at .
1ON- Mo'DIIIouth Street ,Newport~ Kentt,Jllky the neae ofK!mt;1Jcky
Sales and.l e CSJIIIPaDy. . Be advised that a man named L__--'

Ibad . any. He stated that he, .
'-.-="BEN=.JAMt""""':RLASSOrl an then opened the rederal Sales.. ..

and Salvage Ccilupaay a DC noati, OhiD, this being some time
after 1951. Be said that this bns1ness was concamediJ£, Witll '
.buying ~g~'goods frOID railroad companies and salvage '
people, aodreselliag this goocls. . Be admitt:edthat after all
of the salvage operation Jlad been llIOved frOlll 1045 MODmouth' ,
Street, Newport, to CinCinaati, Ohio that the telephone listed'
to t~ Kentucky. Saleli and Salvage had remained· atl04S MODIIIOUth
Street. He further adlllittedthat in about 1951. he.and hiS·
brot:ber. ROBERt LASSOn', and One I lhad been in t~e '.,
"race horse cOIIIBission business' • He s.tatea further that there

· was OQ the ~or of 1045 MonIiIoutb Street,tbe na- "Beva'bar .
DiBtributiag C(JIIIpaDy ~ II .
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.....ROd"¥DI,,~.SOFF .ifI::e brot~er.. Of, ...uJject..~ .BEftJAMtN . '.' '..... LJi.,.... rdviSed that botbROBEaT.and.

., - 11 - . , . ' . ".

. . .'

'.
, " ".'

".' -.,

LASSO~,

SOFF
==~==':' .."

. C192..103·

'" .

18derelative.to,oneNamey'S Bar andG'd.ll in.New Keua:LQgtOl1, .
.' peansylvanu, during which .it had been det;ermined that'· .
• '. te1.ephoDe!calls were made .f~ this barto ·various p1,&088' .

in the UniteclStates'~,.SiDoog. those places. called was the .
.' establishment; .•tl045MOamouth Street, Newport. ltea.tuc~y.
The ratd conductedatl04S HoiImouth 'Street, Newport ,1t_tUckJ
wait part of' simultaneaus .raids conducted by .IRS .Agents'" .... .

.io. a number ofciti.s~ . .' .. '

. " , .. ASSOCIATES

.I~f'" Ju::". DLe-..~:::pr··... ''jf~ :.;;-.=i:.. ...

. ' \)e~ 1.onnectedwit~~lit'l8.actJivitiestnNR.'P0rt ~·.lCentuokf>,:.
'I '- .. ~ . '. : - . T . >,,'

" ': , ' . ',' -.., ,'. ',' . ,

These three individuals have been cODnectedwith '
'g8mbliDg activities parti,cularl:rthe opezoatloll of hot'se;oaoe

haDdb,ok operatioDs ilL .Newport •. 1tentuck,.. . '. .I ,. . . '.
,1'. .lIio.l .., '. -. I~clvisedthat r....;.·--'---'-,~d .

. a, finao.cbrt'ntereit 111 _Beverly B11ls Night ClUb, a .
$~U,.,establ~s_en~in Soutlt8ate. ttentuekf.·

I'
'. ,..... II .pdvlsed that I' ..~8"form~r1J .'

co~ected With 1_11111 iii Newport. _Kentucky. part1c~larly
tll- Merc otS Club in Newport. . .' .



" 0

- 12 -

", BEN.1AMIN lASSon alii ROBERT LASSOFF ~vebotb s,\eD,t
a guat deal of time in the gamblini offices ofL J
"'.'IOUie fltYl8wntop twoditilll. " ,0 , ,-~,--,,-, , ,,' - ,

1- Steubenville ,Ohio ",L..-_--.,____ , ' " _
, ,,' 'Dud.nga raid ofl I gambling establisbQIent
iJl APdl of 1956. the,Internal Revenue Service confiscated
~"m.UliW:h..,Xjef1ectedthat,LASSOFF was in contact with

, ct- 92-193
.~ .

-, ImUAMtN LASson bad operated aa .partners f~r a number of
years aod seemed to be C10sk:Joc~ted in their operations.,
ROBERT LASSOFF accordi,ng to i8 presently engaged in the

, operatioD lIIf a layoff haodboo at 10th -= Boone Streets.
Newport. ~entucky along wit~ JDd MYRON DBCKELBAUM.

MYR~FJ;KFJ.BAUM , ' , '

, " ' ,MYRON DEC'KEJ.BAUMiathebrother-in-law of BENJAH1N
,WSOFF and has been associated with LAsSOFF in .t1ayoff't'
,,op~ati ns in Newport, KentUcky. " '

SIMO YMAR, , "
f ' , ',' "

,. " 'II advised inl bhat KLAYMAN had lie.
a n~er ~earsbeen associated Witb )ENJAMIN and ROBERT

,LASSOFF. '!MAN is described as more or less a clerk for
these indt d 1s and 1s also -a hoi'se handicapper. ' ,

" '

" '", 'J 2"fOjWiX ,:tIlc' at Bh\eieB ..,; ....1_
....... ,aceo dUll t~in , Jhas been observed
frequenting, I',,~ establisbQIentsinNewport, Kentucky. including

, LAsson's.' '

~,

I

I
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. ..

~-==","",=-"-" ........,.,=.....",:czer",,a=;,tor a~t...:t~!::::=::;-:'':7;-;:-;-~ __=::--::=:":;:-::,,,"","----I
L.-.....,. --,,..-...,.--~nd,I Isaid 55 SU-Ofts. 6aiaba; :,

Nebraska. After had apparently reached hi8party. ;
LASSOn told him . e wanted "4 bills" ona particular horse.•
(LASSon mentiOned the' horse, ·how,ver.• 'the ~e of the horse .
Could not be recalled;) .

L...-,..---.~-..,-.,-------' tated that the 1;ASSOFFoperation, as '

CRIMlNAi .Acrtvl'llES

, ODI ladvised that LAS80FF is
operat;iG8 his b00:Jk1:8 h::n:ee

l
at 1041% MODDIOUth Street'

.~d 'it appears that is' the ,0I.\1y iadividua1 '. .
Iprjen.tlY. aS8ociatewcb;~nthe tUaniog of this budness·,.·
. added, bowever', that the Sta . SOFF's ..
. ,estabUshmeat is op . . '..

state it appears that
L...v-=r=......""."."...=r=""""-=-=c~=-.,.,.,..-=--:e-.,,-J.ldiag in which lie is .

1~ed bn~;r the Stab gedly OWDed and operated.
b said that has lived at that address.'·
with for about 1S years. ;I.nclicated· that LASSOFF
presentlf s two tete ones in. s place pi bnS1njSS and on

: ....-:r~~--I---"~..!<>Il!~ect telliagL _recently
ialed 211 the nUlllber t .obtain

.t

'" '···onl '.' '.... I~vise4 that th~·. subj eC~ •
LASSOFF, contiiiues to retain his offiee overthe,'Stables, '.....
cafe in. ~ewport~ • k and for the IDOst part has thereon

.' a' 40lltinuous basis. br~b.er advised that ' .
BRNJAMlNLASSOFP'alt aug., not. active :, engaged in the operation .,.....

. '., of ROBERT J,.ASSOFP' and ltYRON DRCKEJ·1WJM·at lOtb atidBOone .
. ·Streeu, is in effect. howeVer. the brainsbebLnd the .. '
. operatioa. .... . : .....

:.:
, ~ ..
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, on advi.ed SA
that· he had. determ1ned one of tbe' credit: ca...r"""d:-s-:-b-e7""-·us"""-e-d,........·....
by LASSoFF tn his . eration. was that of
also known as

'FBI 0 ieatet ac;.1t • p~IJbii:Ei:l =~---.....
'the....c~r~e::'3"lr:;t:-.-::c:::a::::r:T""w::a='s= issued' io the D81De of ooe

, ., lin Los qeles,Califoraia. L.-_--_~,-,....I_,

onI' Iadvi.ed thatmaoy ~f' the'
, .sllJll~lgamblei:S in Ror'bbern Kentucky' luelione
Latonia: Kentucky, telephone, number arld ',I ., _~ mother l11li811 operator, ar!::e"'",""'.""",:r.:::-:r::-:r:=-:!sbirts taking

.., .

, ,"vell.s qther large layoff handbook ope~tors. now make
use of tellilPhone company c;redit c.ard to cover tbe extent
,of their telephone operation., Accordiaa totbe infonnant;;, "
tbeindi:viaalsor i_lers ,have a ,person or persona'iod:ber

, distalit cities procure a credit card in the other iDdividual!s
oame, which, persoo would not be known to' have any connection

',with, tbe handbook operator. The operator tben placing b18
long d~8tance, calls. woul.d.menly give the telephone company ,

'operator the credi,t ,card D_her and,the~OUld be. charged
to tbiii credit card bolder.,'.· According t ,the,only record
made'by' tbe telepl10ne company relative !;o t e call would .'
be ,the date,_ charge, aal' the city from which ,it oUgi..-ted.
The telephone number from wbichthe 4allwasplaced would'
llOtb. shoWn on the .ticket. AsloD8 :as the cbarges were paid'
byth. credit card bolder, thetelephone cOIIlpanywould , '
have no reason to, raiSe any' question reUtivetothe calls.
In this manner. • cbeck ,of long diStance calls -charged to ••
known telephones' oftbe handbook er tor would b .

. little actIVit .' The infci1'lD81i

..."

.~
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. ' on I 1._......'" "hat ',' RoaERT
, LASSOn, MYRON DEcKEL'BAUM andl Iwho was the

applicant;, fortel,ephone service at ,Cincillnati tellilpholle , ' '
numbe~ I have each purl:hased a Federal. wagering
T~S~~. . "; ..., ' " " " .... ..... .'

... ..... . ,r-kndicated that the LAsSon' purchase of the
stamp wa~b1yto' kelilP Intemal, ,RevellU8 Service Agents.>

'l~yoff ~ey'f:ro.W;;OFF'agaDlbl1ag opec'," ,c=:Jatated ,,'
'for the past sta IIftks action, at Latooia had lost , ' ",
approximately $3.400' and the 'small gamblers 0 take JASSOn' s

,layoff \)ets feel that ,theY are given ooly the IIOst r:l.sky of '
, ',the 'bets which are !Uo.tl~ke11tohit, while thE! LlSSOFF .", """

operatioo takeS and:keeps bets on· horses very' likely to lose.
By thus' cr...tog the" wagers which' the LASSOrr organization'
r~eives da111 from,all overt\1e United States,BENJAHIN .
LASSOFF and biB associates, are able to :do' tb...elves of bets,'
which ares_lt, risks' that· the, horse :w1l1'wtD.' and. the wagered :,

" hit; rlst4ted that there is .. seaeral feeUog :a.mona. small','
, 'gamblfiigist;abliablllent; oPerati)ra that ~SOFl has b~l?ken ,faitb', ".

with all his "customers" des~itehisf~equentstat~t:tbat

his organiza~iou lays off !!l ,wagers for a straight 2\ per, '
cent cOllllllissiOD paid by gemblerswith whom t~'8 are' la,id ,

, off if tbe horse, loaes' and the gambler. wins. stated that,
no cOlllDiss1oo is paid to LASSOn if the borse wns 'and the ,', ,

.I.ler taking the layoff is forced,topay the "hit"; . '

,'"',' ,I ladvised that the 'difficulties 'faced'~ small" "
'gambling establishment oplilrator& intritag to make lIIOl\ey is' •

. "lbat tbey do DDt do sufficient bltsiness to level off ,.
,.their bets thUss8CuriDg' a re~reseQtative amoat of, betting." .

", on a DartiCular k..e. " 'For lei "statedthatbeknew" "

. , -;
-:..:.

, .'4.":",,'"
'. ·f ",

....~ ' .



, ' .On! ~. a,dvised that both BENJAMIN .
LASSOFF andROBEllT lJ,SSOFF. are' WOrkiDg in the oPex:ation of

16 ...

from' briDging pressure on .cheir activit ies and further'
indicated chat another underlying reason may have been the
conv1c1:1on of several gamblers in Indianapolis, Indiana, asa ..
result o£ an In1:ernal Revenue Service raid upon a gambling

,....Jl&.t:lll"~Llisbment·at ·T.......... . T..A~·...... · ....n.
I., ..", '.1 I

'stated that I

~.. ,.....

Onl

'~. .

. Cl 92-103

, gambling aet~tf over,the Stables Cafe on Monmouth Street
Newport, Kentucky; boweverJ ,I

.'

L:]advised onl Ithat'LASSOn's
." .

, '

HauOi'
,

store as far asl lis concerned iA ., .. a front
Istated that!

I I
I aaV1.sea aiiE':"".

. . LASSOFF is represented in legal tax, a££airs byl "I .'I J50S walnut street, and allegedly in the real estate
.. bUA1Dei together withJ,ASSOFF r:ortedlY investing in real

.' estate, urthe.name of I _ l~rther adtlsed .
that when Iformerly ouisv1 le Divisiotll top

. hoodlum" now res10es .in lU,ami or SUrfside, Florida, went,
. out of b\J8iness. in Newport ,'Ken.tUcky, the ,ub ieet I 8 jrother, ..

ROBERT, made a conn,ectionand stepped into l _operation
in. Newport. ..'. • .

~ ladVised there 18 c0D8iderattle
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. '. '.. =f=Jfurtber.·advi8qd·' that ar' far as ,he knows the
formec=:.:.Jf Newport i 011.... . 8till bas sOme voice
ia. coatrolof tbe.slwtB&.r,. ,a.. Uegedly 10C"out fort.he " ....

. iater-estsof~he dec,-sed lEU l;lCIIMIDT. dVieed ,that ." .'
at ~". time LASson ,bad a peJ;'centage of t e*xchants C1Qb .
DOW ~ratedby tbe owners of thec:J;rhire; however ,<many .
;yea~i'ago be bad been pU8bedout.dvised that the reason
for lAsson's ba~eenpusb.d s because ,of a . '.
"double cro..", LJlldiCated tbat at'. meeting 'of tbe •
"syftdi,;cate" members ia:cludiDg ~ lof tbe B_edy
Hills' Countxy Club, a.DUlllbero P&1'celS of real estate .' •
were discussed as potea.t:Lal "goQd bu.;ys" ancl it' was indicated
that the syndicate migbt pUrcbase tbe.. Accordingly.
LASSOPP le,f!t tbe meetiag~ .adviseQ bis yOUnger b'l:otber,

. RoBERT • of tbe locatioa cf.. said property ancl imDediately .' .
. .•.. thereafter. ROBERT LASSOFF, purchasedtbe property for be ..
,,' ,and' hls brother. .Por tbis re.soo tlle syndicace members '.
". ousced LASSOFP' and bave held him :lD_ disfavoJ: ai-lice. " '... .

L~SOF~' anrit. Dxotner .-RO~ur, bad~::~~::8:r:h:~~IN .
'., Bar,frpml Iorha~at ,~ea.t b~tapropdetary

. ,-.,'

theSDax Bar io Newport; l~ tUctt1. ',BOBBY LASSOFP works ill
tbe aftenoODs and BENJAMIN LAsson in tbeev~ing.,I I
advised: that the LASSOFFsdo not own tbe establishment
outright bUt aerely bavea"pieee" of the~eratiOn.

.... ".' ,~' '.' '. " . '.' l~dVi8~ thatBENJAlfIR

LASSOFF bas allegedlj· purcbasec1an.,iIlterestin tbe'.S.
. . , Bar ill Newport, I.ent~ky. ' . . .' .

, ,,' ,<:', ,. ".

'0Ii11~dV1~edthat ~BNJAMIN
lASSOPPbad'purcbased tbe property 'adjacent t~the", .
Yorksbtt.C1Qb .1D Newport. KentUcky ancl iDtetidedto extend
tbe build10g in whicb tbe.Soax Bar is lpcated tl;! nm'dixectly, .
,to the prpperty adjoiD1ng the Yorkilhire.Be said~hat after
this ,building i. completed,' IASSOPP inteads co cungetbe
tUIIIIe of tbe establl.bmeat to· tbe "B.1.mmlt"~,,' ,



, . .:

ex 91-103

.interest in this operation•.

I ladvised oJr--,...----....,~hat in addition to .
. LASSO"'" II operation in the Saax Bar. lASSOll eontinun
gambliag interests over the Stables Cafe with I I

. Onl . 'adVised that BENJAMIN
USSOFF and. his brotru;r .ROBJmT. were both workiag 'at the .

. Snu Ba:r. c:::::Jind1cated. that· both LASson and his brother
. were quite concerned with the Qperations of the dice ....

tables in the Snax :Bar.1 lindicate that ina81llUCb as
LASson and hie brother vexe both Jewish, it is felt that
their connectiOn with the establishment might .help to dnw

.' some of the Jewish gamb1iag trade into' the SnU Ba.r aDd
thereby inexease their operation.

'. On dvised that LASSOn and
his brother. are e p . to bankroll" the dice, games ....

"at the Snax Bar. stated that the USSOFFs had, not
actually bought lntotheelltab1isbment but inalllllUCh as they
were he1piag to bank1:o11 the dice games they. had a financial
interest iD the gambling operations. '

. .

. onJ-------ladvised that BENJAMIN
, LASSon continues his s~cessfUf gambliag apexadons at
the 5elmont '(formerl,. the Snax Bar). 1D Newport. KeDtucitY.

--.:--=,liDdicated. that LASSOFF is ext_ely greedy and. laOd
hungry' and has acquired extensive real estate hQ1diagi
over ,the years. c:::::J indicated that lASSOn' s real' estate
boldiags tre in the secret files of I Itax
attomey. kJl.Claated that he had heard iDformation
that LlSS01!'F had tentative plans to build a luxury. motel

, all propeR,. owned by him located near hiB liquor store.
Tlie building aperations will cOUIDenee 1D the near future
to open entrllt\Ces to the BelmOnt Bar on YorksBUeet.
Newport, Kentucky. . .
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.;,; ..00 November ,12, .1958,tliearec9taS'of B8milt'on
C~ty ,C6w:t BouseWere'revi"ed, pertdDing ;to property .

".' which 'reeords reflect that 'BENJAMIN LAsson 1.' the sale. . '
., awnetoflih,e property' at'~41 'WestNlOthSfreet; Ci.ilcinnilti •.,> ", '

havmg bee~purcbailed'ou,rune.18, 1941,.' .Records pen:al..Alg\, •... "
.:' to.this· property are' iD:.BOok 13-9 - Plat j - !areel 18'4,· at the, '

, . B8Diiltoa cOUntY Cour1; Hobse. the,se r:·;'O:::i::i:.": Jb~ .:. ,, LASSOn obtained. this property frOID _ em. :
june 18, 1951.,' and is described ,as p~opyif iii '" '
d1melt.:LOn, land valued. a,~:'$52.0,. bai).ding valued, at '.. . .\
$2,910,. for a total valuat~on for t~ P\\l'Poi~s anyWay,. of,
$3,430.' ' -;','-", . -',

~ , " .- !,- ~ , " ,~, "

.... , '., ICOLON~ VI~l~·titco~o~tED" ., .... : ..... "},:,: .....

.'. ...'" ":'. '" .'. ,ltec;ords .of tbe'":.'offic~·.of·th~.S~;~t~rY'of, ~St~t·e,.;' .,./: .
... ·.cot-:·::L ';:"0' : :"IY1ewed"'~ S~t_er 26',1958 .'1);" .... ' .' '-',:', '.,
.... '~'AA .. J~nclicat.e· ~bat: ·.tbe Art.i~l.. as of: loC0r.~oi'8t1Cm
...•. #2 . wa ppr e for19~ for.flliDg in.the '-.m«t' of _ L

. Colonial Villag.Incorporated i16}.~:tildea ~veaue" .' .
C' iimati' Obio. The Inco' oxatorS'were listed .as

'f"

.. - :

n ,.••.,

I.;; ',',' :. .. ,~. " ' .. ~ " ,' .. .'. . I . ,: ,'. ',1 ;'
'J - "-,-'-"", ".~.?:~;.:,~...

'. '. #., ,"";:'~:"'., •.'::-.'.'.-,'#..:. ;,}:;::' ., <,
.', " ". ~" " . ,' .. :',.... : ~'" ",' ,,',' , -- '

.... . _' :',:,,~'.' •• :. • . f, ' .•• " .'.
,} .. . , ,.;

:: ',", '. .'..<
. . . . i.}:... " ".' . ·C.. .' ••••• •

" ..,' ..
. -; .:" I:., ~'. " .. ':' '.. J. ~... •

, , '/. -". '.: ' ",' ~.

.CX 9.2~~~3:'·'· '•• ;: ...
., " , ' ,.... '

.. <.I The A.Uhfj proces,.;was d,~8:ig~~ted~~.b~ . ,'""

':, .:" ",:',,' .. '.A.,certificate of ~df!ci'Art~~le8~facOJrPora~~~;'
,'.'" 'was filed April 6, 1949 ;chaogiog t~ naiIIe ~f .tb!1l oopporat.ioa .

to Walter CO~OD~1. Villqe IDCorporat~d..andthe priDCipa~' . "
office to be Norwood, Obio. MaXimala 'sbares O~IUIC.It..Jif,ju:.!L.;,.,;.....i,.;--,",s!at ' . v'"
wt 8~:'

8 the Th~.;;:e;,"'tai'O.;;;w;-.':jl.71ra;:.'·~o;:J.,....,.;nn...:;:r"'",-;':'"·._...J•• },', .
:L.,."t:=r""a=U8':"8~a[=rid,TroY, OUDta n quare. utlc11.lig, C1ac~ti, Obi~),,:.·· '.,
. represented. t.he corp~i:ati6o. 1?1 filiilg'papeu;,··, .

" ! . '.":' • ' '. . .' ~ ". '.,

."" .., " ~

:,'

/' ..;: .

.. " ",'

. .:' .'

"i , .•'



, ...... ~' .
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'. .' for Process: .was
I . 1100, s r~,.·o· C . ., . .'.' '. . , '.. !'< '.'

..... This corp~ra~1Onwa8iep~e8_tedbyth~.. 1&w. fi~,c)fBasler~'

." StraUss and Til:iy. Fount.fo Square Building ~ cinchUiiat t,,; '.. , "
',' , -' ...... ' . .:. .,';, .. - ., ' . ,. -". ~ ~'!:":<" "- ,; ::;;.',;:' .";: -, .

- .It.i8 to be.tioted"tbat ChecO,tporatorsarenot,;: >

nece.~r111 owners .o~ ~~ o~ t,lui. shares'a!:. ~toCk .~~ a.'., .. .. ' .
corporation, . The sectetafY of ,Sta~e ,does 'not;' pos.ess records

· as:totbe ideoUty ·of·the .~1:ebQld.ra~ : '. ,. ,. ,: "
,", "<.·oil: LEASE~:' ,<' .:. ,,~,.., ';\, . , .'., .' ..:,', '. ". ":'

, ~ " ' ',',.::-:. I • _,' '. 't,

:, ." ." on October 15,::19'5.8: at;Sbr~ePo~t. ipt:1sim ...,:,: ':; ,
. ':££0«8'br ,s.tf . Ito contacL I,
:,lien negative aDel hili receptionist, advised .chat. , "' ...::,', '.'

· u ncor(Js :l.nd1cated he q~d·.•ome account,ins wo~k for LAS~OlF . .. . '.
· 'regard~l' the BeUevue' 011 Unit:. '. She. st~ted. ,that I ~ I'; . wa. the, , ~f that: unit, "'_ 20 .,' ".. ,. . " ..,"

}~ .'

... fi1Od~~l~~~~Jd'';'';''::." M:1;:t~~~.:'~: ':';'1
; I led . '. l·a , _];lidShares:of,j", :..

" .., .'stoc;:koutstancH,~ Uuiaberect ali·l.~lO.' .. '.... ; ." . .::-" " ... :"
'. ,"'.:".' - .' "-«"-- .. ': .. -,",', .,.~' .' .;' '" ,:.';"~;"!~.'::' ,'-', ':::'..~: ..,-"':

",.;;'. ',' .:, ,This cQl:p'ol'at;iOnwali '~epl'.8ented.~. the 'law'fil'lll' '. r." .:'
6f Strauss'. Troy. and",1bieblmaan ,l4()4 .. ·06 "OUI,1i:'.in Squareo' , " "
Build:L .' Cl 1nMt1;;' .. " . . '".,

.' . .' .' . q... q.c .", '. ':. ':: ,.... ". .. ..... . . ..
", ."" . ,< , .... ! . ".~ • ;."

'..".... ATLAS ..SUPPLY i.'lNCORl>ORATJID .', " ,,: ':, >"'

. ' , ,ArtiClesi~.. 'I~~,1:pO~~t;ionI1.9g4~9 .~~e'~~~~ed~:'::'
for fil1U1.January.6·.' 1947 in'theDll1lle 'of Atlas SuPPly, .:: .' : ..
','" . ci incitinaU. 'lbe inc rators'wue 'listed. ,,' :. . . "

..... .." Del TbeAieftt' .<..\
.~ '.-. : ' . ' . ,

",- .

:'.

..,
.,.' .. :-;,'

" .... THE OiIto VALLErPLWOOOcoMPANY'" . , ~) .

..:" ...." .;Ar~iCleiof:\lnciO~Qt~ti()l1if21:2900,;~~~·.~~~~ed;':: """
,. £c)l'£iling~y 3 ,19,4''1 iii ~h~ "'e of: the, Ohfo ~all..,. .~.., '.:',;

. .. . .,1Y'wo.od ,COIlIP.lI.y. St:;Be~l'ci ~ 1fSqlilton County, ObiO.;. ,," U

The or tos . re listed aat f~:-' :;,~':':; ,....
and TbellJ~tfor,rocess "as.U!!!.ted . , ,:.'.·as ..... ;..

.' ;~ ...'. -,.. ;'

".

"- .. -..

'"'lc. '••"",";,:; t ,-:. . ,...:.,.
. . ',< ~,.. '._,

". . . .1.," t: .' ....~ .'
-'4:- ~ ..

. '....:~... '

'. ~.
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: ". ',;.- ",.' ': OIl "OCt~ber-~;t '19,St( .:f;: l.int~r·B~idihg·~\··''.. _,
j pf the. ~ellewe lJil,1t a~d 011: tl~ld to adVised '~h4j: .',':'..<

, BENJAMIN t.ASSOFl beld'~' .001399,1nterest in th1a' field as:... . :
':.,}../re8ul~ .of 1118 interest' 'in'Be.Y~r~lpilleases()btliined:~; .

" ·th;roUghL.. lind" that,llls .monthly 111COl11e,fromth~$
,.:,sQUrce was ·approxiula.telY,$16 to'$17:WithlllOoehly Upe:08e8~

'.,()fappr9XiiDlI:tely $8 tp.' $8 ~3) ~: at the p;retent .ti1ile: : ., '.

, "'~~~el~,~.~~:;"J:.:~:8'" ,', ' 'C" L
;,j' . Hayfiel,.d·Drl,lling -Company', Beck B,1lld~n&'i .adv1,e4tbit ."'. ,;:. - ..
'their iecordsand'l:ecoU~ti~n!i,reE1ecte~'that BENJAMIN: ", '.'
,-.' :~SOP'F hadude the'-~Qllow1tig inVestm~tsinollleases"',·, ..
",~thtought_emaa 1Iidicated:' . .. ..,' " ".' .... .

. .' ' ..,' .
", '. ~ , - "

,;. '.W9!>d .Lea~e; 'l~c;.t~d 'i~' Jeff~r~oD CCfimty,
., '. . !'JiSUsstppf. , 8mOu.nt $1,000 t 1Ii~sted:!-n . './', ,".

. November ,1954<~: :,.' ..f:;--:' " ;:':'~,' ",:'
.... .;;.- .... . 'cathetin~N~l-iea~e;'lo~at'ed ltb1orthe~'

Lou~ia.1la,8DI0unt$Sl>O,.1nvesteal,n~rcb •. '.

'~9~0< >: ,>'i'''':~:',.; i ..,,' .,:'." ;.•.....• ' ...

:' ··Pl:a:,ter··Le'a-.e; lQcated,til nOrthern ldn;i'1B1aaa.; ., .
. .In.tbeBeliew~:Unit, _$500 lsivestedin 1949; ',:,;: .

" .' $27,5 iftve~ted' QiiApr1l20 , '1954 L'$275 lDViil8tecL' .. '
i1i;.July5.~9.S4; .$9S4.~6~iftVe8tec1:on' OCtober

...::,',:':.,; •... '.~',. '. ::El::e~~:~\t~{~Y'·i~o..'_::.ld:· '~he' bl~Lt~/, ....:
"'f1:'_ ~h:ese ltivestmenttiw~ld;be·pa1d.by iheEliso. Oil····.. ' ,.,'t···

..... Comp&D1; Sh~ev.eport. .~~ifii~ .:.,&S '. SO p~rcb&rJe8 't:he .'C!Utput],.: "',

.' ,:: frOlil.the8e.oilwellsaildmaiDt&il;llUllont1ii1~ecotd~ cOOC~~ .. i'

~,·tbese'disbuTsements. They: ,futJ;h.er adviSed tbat LASS~F";lrlke ,".;. ".
,c otber1l:\ve!,tors, hae p&id'P~ri,oCl1c sumsfoio',lIIiI1rit~nce/.:" . '.. '
',:.repair and operations; eXCePt. reg:\lrcl1:ngt!ie,QQOd t a,.LeAse,·ii' "..,'

'. ,';Wh1ch they1nd:Lcate~Lhad'been: ,sol,dto.another f:Limwitb·.'·
" ';Ct)ie~r investoZ's retailling ~~ ov.~r,;;rid~ interest ,free :of,.. any.

.,:operat1DS; etc;.eOIiltB.-.; Thet fGtiber·. advisedthattbe ,firm '" " .
. :: :':~. '. ,_!;.:._,:~'.,j;-.: . .' ,.-", ;;;::--:.•-~ ,-;".:-,,' ..• ,':', .. .'. "'}~" ,,'.

'-" ',: "-.~ ~. , ' :. ".'--::::' '-.' ,;' r,.}-~; ~ ;-:.,' ,. .;.", ,:",-'
-' ,...:' ""-- \.:: .",-.' , -j...,". '. ';. . . • : •.

- •..• ,.~. : ..: _ 'fl' ":,' . ·"::~.• \~·~~:21· .:::, , :", . ...... -".".,:.
. '. ", ..'.
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. '. ..': "of .Basler. ,Str/lta8.8 •.ailcl Troy" 'atfornqs .: ~inciWuitit" 'Ob:Lo~ ~, :. ~
bad corresponded With' tbemOD.soeral occas:ions'on.bel:iillf:· c , .. s
o~:1.AsSOF' t;lonce'liD,iligthe' ill:ic>ve-descri,bed i.nte~est' .• · TheY:: ;'.;/ ·c'

.' c0nl:.1uded that the only .inter~st·LAS$Orr has i,.Q' the .,.. . .
.' . BellevUe Field lsthioug):l. his .1n~est1llents .inthe· abOVe,;' ". ';'.

.' .......: desbribed Plaster Leiase> . . '...> ,. . .. '. ':-,:;' . ';'.:':'
...... ' ..~. '. '.', .,:,': '. ~". :', ',\ ... ' ". , ,:.,", ~ ... ",,'~"~. t·....,.·~ '.' ",.. ,,~,:. ~'. :, .... ';.',~ "':/\'
,. '." 'SO Oil~.COlllPari't·ShJ;'eVeport;~~iana.".8·~t <,c' .

.... contacted ,to' deteraail1e LASSOn' 8'1Dc_ from the _bave. 0". c.

~il'vesaBeQ,t' s1a!:e t~ti recot.ds'~ekePtoo.·a IIlOQttllY:~1l8~.;.'; .. '. ,
ancV.' rev:L.eWof thEllll frO!ii,1949:litQuldbe, .a··t1me ·cori~~:\'~ >':,

. i:as~" .......•'.... .':.;',<.:' ','.::':" "\ :;:::.....: ::.,~, '.' .... '.' ':.','. ':C",:'.:' "
..... . .'; " r--1dviS-ed that wsott,t s'liquor store ~8 in;- ::;:: ...

ope'r..t:LOD~4$··H~th.Sti;eee~;· Newport. KeDtuclQJ. . ':l'h:t:li'.,~,
addtesa, is.)me .'~Q 'which ~sotr~operated hi8,layoff.·. ". '.' '.' :.0;';) ' .. :--

):JQobak.·.... f~'. b bUISIiI 'Pr.,lor ·;tci' a..•..r.-.ld.·'.' by...'.••~.l\S Agents,t.n .J.P.r~l :,~,:
Of· 1956. dvlsed~ tha'!; ajl.fllr'ash& :Lsl;oncerned t tt~86"1
operi!t1on is.s dctly a. frpq,t'·fd?:·BENJAMIN LASSOJT~,s. .
belieVes istb,e ~t'a:Lns·of.the.,ope1:'.tiQ.liDowlocated at .1:.. ".
and~~one Streetswher.eR,9Bm La\S$OF,a~MYR()NDEClCELBAuM',: ,

.·ate..empl,oyed. ..' '" '" "..', ,.:~.

~' ... ~:.".,,::~.:.:, ;':." .. " .. ,':; " :':"'::.':,~:~ '~: .. "'~\(~':~""~.",~~>, ;.':;?:,\:.;....... , ~"' •
.,PLACUOI' AMuSEMENT AND' BANGOuTaFUQUERTim " ",,1;,;<. . ... -,' -- '; ..-~. '';'~'::-''

..·,"US$o,r· 'c~ti~~sto:#equen{~lM8>,<:':";""
'esta1)UshiuentB in· the NewpQ~arQ 4QdfreqUeDtB. the' '; ,. "'
,Cincumad ~as'ium seVeral timesa:'week;8~seCiu~~,i:o ,.,

. ·ht.,-uart· attackiD1959:' , ,. <:;.':..' '." .
'.". .··.~Ji$·:I"'.~·D .."'C·~~·IP.','T:'lON·. . '" . ',. ,. ,'.:" "'".«,
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Cincinnati, Ohio
, septi:lmber '. ,,1960

, .. ,

Title, BENJAMIN LASSOn. aka , ,
Ben Lassoff J Bernard Lassoff

,,"Big Porky'~. "Porky",

.'.'

.;..

Character 'ANTX":BACKErEERING

Reference Report of :sAIr----,-------..." .
.dated 9/9/60 at Ciucmnat1.,

FEDEJlA,L BUREAU OF JNVESTIGATlOlIl

, ,
UNI'l'EDSTATES" PEPARTMENTOF rUS,TICE. ..' ' .. - . , .. -.' . " .... ,

This document contains neither recommendr;IHons nor co~clu!dons of the FBI. It i$ ~he- property':
nf the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are- not to be distributed outside

. your agency. . . -,'

All sources '(except any ~istedbeiow) used i~ referenced
'communicatio'n have:f'utnished reliable info~tion in the 'past.

III &ply, P/..,..1IJif... to

FUeNo. '92-103

?' ~b-.;;~ If-:-IF (;.: Ii'

..~o""'-3'23 (3-2e~60)
; c " C. ~

'" ,:
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Louisville letter to Cincinnati. dated 8/15/60. t ~
Houston letter to Cincinnati. dated 8/19/60. ~-!
New Orleans letter to Cincinnati. dated 8/22/60. C'i)
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··l

*U. 9, GOVl!RNMENT PRINTINQ OFPle•• 10liG • Q--S1I1J3Ut

• ••• •

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

"-: -, (J.(,. ~ Cover Page . ',?

LEADS:

LOUISVILLE DIVISION

AT LOUISVIW. KENTUCKY

W:!~ i drntify the subscriber of telephone
numberr and determine the association of this
individual w n subject LASSOFF.

REFERENCE :'

:r
, .

-=~

Approved ;>J Special Aqent
Do Dot write m apucea belowIn Chmqo

CoPI..mad.q;_ BU:J;~ (92-30Sl)Iee *'7' .,/ t1~-1306/-IS 'I REC· 35
-Louisville (92-86) ~.= c-_~~~ -;.V ,. 'r I.

2 • Miami (92-342) "

IS ~~ 1960
' :' ii- ,.:,,'

2 - New ~.rk (92-1007) --
2 - Cincinnati (92-103)

= ~ -:=::\, -- --' ..

- LJ7',.
/"' ,

\. 'j, '"

.(;>~r' (, .1!5',~.v.c~ f1\A~,' 1\.1.~_t: .'''',:''
A

'. r' It.··

I"l~ " • :JJ\:-!J , - - :~ ..

Property of fBX - 'I'hie roport is loan'ld to you by the FBI, aDd Deithor it nor It. contents ClrO to bo distributed outsido tho aq9Jlcy to which loaned.

;;b ~....

Ilepcntlll'i O!S.etI Ome. of Oriqia Pat. IAvoat1cJr::rtive P.1ocl
~, .., - . ... .. './<

7/29/60; 9/9/fIJCINCINNA.TI CINCINNA.TI ~1i.:', :,'" ::. ~ I"., oJ

'EI'lLEOFCASE Bepox1; mudo. l>y Typed By:

S~ I bae

BENJAMlasSOFF.
CHARACTER OF CASE

Aka.

ANTI-RACKETEERING
Cf/ ~
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.' .
2. Will maintain contact with informants J:egarding

LASSOFF'S activities. '

. . 4. Will conduct Spot check surveillance of LASSOFF' 5
J:esidence. 2730 Section Road, to determine the nature of his
movements and activities.

••
CI 92-103

', .
.-: B _.

AT: CINeI 10 .

1. Wi!' the 'identity of the subscriber to.
telephone number and determine the association of
th:l:s individual w~·mn::mlUFF.

MI:AMIDIVIS'ION

AT MIAMI!' FLORIDA:

Will advise;:;Cincinnatic any information concerning
the .type of instrument or device. which gambleJ:s aJ:e abl.e to
make long distance telephone calls. to circumvent tpa.recording

.0·£ .these calls .by the telephone company equipment.. 'Ute,
being noted that according to the New Orleans Division such
instrument or device has come to the attention of the
Telephone Company in Miami, .Florida. .

NEW YORK DIVISION

AT NEW YORK. NEW YORK

I
~iil identify the' subscriber to ~lephone nwDbeJ: .

I..--,-__.....,.J and determine the' association of that party with
subject tASSOFF.

CINCINNATI DIVISION

,
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

that records
re ect the following~"l::"orr--:c;:-:~::-nr.s;-.'=w:'::e"'r"':'"e-m-a..,.Jl1e fromsubj ect
LASSOFF'S residence telephone ME 1-2620. - ...

Date . Place Called Telephone
Number

CI 92-103

. . . . Investigati?n previously conduc....n h... ..h.. Boston
l)ivision aet:ermined tn"t tel..nhone 'numberl 11<>,. ~ ..~.. - .

- c -

I ISA New

'l-:-:;11::'T.=.-.:t:-;::-"l==:-"I'[:I~=""'...-::;'1;:;-----.,..,.."....""",,===--J1advised the Boston D1v1s:i.On that I I J.S a numI)~! .
Bookie in Providence" Rhode Islaner.i-. .

_. . I IIntelligence D.ivision, United State~
Treasury Department, New' Orleans,,' advised. on Augus, '; 1

06
.
0

I
.thAt he has recently received ·in:tormation that the·L....,.... _
.-:--_r_-.......---,....,..--;;--~.-_I has discovered some type 0 .....

instrument or'devi~e through which gamblers are ableto;make
long distancete1ephone calls but cirC\UlN'ent. therecord1ng .
of these calls by the telephqne company equipment. He .
advised'that he received this information from an Internal Revenue
Agent in Miami, Florida, and was under the impression that
die Miami Office was. familiar with the operation of this device
and might have additional. information regarding its operation.

He advised that he is·particularly.interested in.
determining if such a device is in existence as he has been

"supervising an investigation of largescale gambling operations
. of such operators as BENJAMIN IASSOFFand :,~rousothers
throughout the country and he has recently noticed that there
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lid bho is 'known to' the, B1;LreaU.O'!S '
isknown to the Burea1;L.

CI 9Z~103

INFORMANTS:

----'---IIWho

and as
e smother, '

New orleanl:J telephone' This residence
"""'''s,-,~o~c;;-a~e;;;r~at t -:e:: Sl,. are:~ annquiry n ,the neighborhood

developed that ~ ~ is vJ.sitingrelati"iTes, C1;Lrrent '
whereabo1;Lts no no an dat;e of return to. New. Orleans not 
known.

, Ai' liS apparently a Negro groom at
New Orleans ~atrgroUfidS UUt:fug racing season aaditional .
efforts will not be made to locate him. unless the interviews
with the other individ1;Lals namedl Iset forth in the
referenced report are 1;Lnprod1;Lctive.

has been a surprising decrease in their long distance tele~
. phone activity. He also advised that he has received information'

fr.om a New Orleans gambler that the g.ambling circles ,baUA ~ain
been able to circumvent the telephon(i! toll charges.. jPointed
out that approximately three years ago the telephone company , '
was able: to' stop a number of eDiployees from making a toU call " '
without recording it.

Re eated efforts have been rna e t

-.'....


