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Title FBI File 92-HQ-3051 Serial #53 and #54: Benjamin Lassoff aka, AR
Date 1960-09-09
Abstract Serials #53 and #54 of 92-HQ-3051. Serila #53 numbered page 14 discusses use of

telephone company credit cards to cover the extent of their telephone

operations. Serial #54 page C says "(redacted) Intelligence Division, United

States Treasury Department, New Orleans, advised on August 18 1960 that he has
recently received information that the (redacted) has discovered some type of
instrument or device through which gamblers are able to make long distance
telephone calls but circumvent the recording of these calls by the telephone
company equipment. He advised that he received this information form an

Internal Revenue Agent in Miami, Florida, and was under the impression that the
Miami Office was familiar with the operation of this device and might have
additional information regarding its operation. He advised that he is

particularly interested in determining if such a device is in existence as he

has been supervising an investigation of large scale gambling operations of such
operators as Benjamin Lassoff and numerous others throughout the country and he
had recently noticed that there has been a surprising decrease in their long
distance telephone activity. He also advised that he has received information

from a New Orleans gambler that the gambling circles have again been able to
circumvent the telephone toll charges. (redacted) pointed out that

approximately three years ago the telephone company was able to stop a number of
employees from making a toll card without recording it."

Keywords gambling; blue box; black box; Benjamin Lassoff

Source FBI via FOIA

The following pages may contain copyrighted material. We believe that our use of this material for non-commercial educational and
research purposes constitutes "fair use" under Section 107 of U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to use this material for purposes that
go beyond "“fair use," you must obtain permission from the copyright owner, if any. While it will make us slightly sad to do so, we
will nonetheless comply with requests from copyright owners who want their material removed from our web site.
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ADMINISTRAIIVE DATA

N “SA" lnternal Revenue Service,,_;f} S
cdvington, 'Kentucky advised that it had been" determined Lo

that-as of April 1956, the. following telephones were: biﬁgg
utilized at the Elmo Building, 1045 Monmouth Street,haz,,
‘Newport, Kentucky and that the owners: of thia property aa ofr
1956 were BENJAMIN‘and ROBERI LASSOFF

L ,_ﬁ ;.‘= - Axtel 1-5061 issued to B. ‘LASSOFF Real Estate.u
f-.‘fgﬁgff ;." " Axtel 1-6121 1ssued to United Roofing and
DL Siding Cumpany.‘-. - S
.- Axtel 1-5062; iasued o. B..LAssorr., : SR
TﬁAxtel 16122, isaued to the Kentucky Sales,and

. Salvage Company ¥
. Axtel 1-1233, hsued to the Bevahar Sales.
e L Joniper 1-6922 1ssued to the United Roofing .
Loy a0 and Siding Company.q}_u« P
SRR ;r'*"-t;Axtel 1 2234, iaaued to the Bevabar Sales. *th“

' ‘:;Qi”a*f'l.‘f | Ldvised that Agents of the’ IntErnal
; Revenue Service frem their 1gvestigation, had been able t

e RPN ) : .
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', "/1dentified by the telephone pugber’ to. which they relat:ed and
~ the actual’ i.dent:ity of.the. holder-: determ:l.ned. -1t was also

o .-‘conz $ pznson

: deternine & rmmber of tﬁe code hiibers with: whiah LASSOFE
and his associates were deeling.  Somé’'of the nusbers were

. determined that the LASSOFF operation was’ deali.ng ‘with -
© numerous telephone numbers, with which 'no: code number could
. be- identified. Other code numbers or code names ; ‘with whom:
=': -it"could be told, LASSOE‘? and’ assoc;l.a.tea were dealing; coul.d ;
wt be identified with:any telephone nmber_‘nor coruld f.‘he:l.r :
:ldentity or 1ocation be determi.ned

RN I In regard to these code mmbers t.heir ;l.dentit:ies,;;

telephone mmbers, etc. _with which the operation at 1045 - .-
' Moumouth Street, Newport, ‘Rentucky was dealing' "priLor to ﬁ;; Rty
o '_"Apr:l.l 1956 i.s Bet forth below-"" ST , L

| Tt
; ‘;iif"_f- C < . R
c«.wa’r Page R
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CI.92-103

" occasions with requests to’ obtain additional telephone

. service for LASSOFF! ations over the Stables Cafe, -
Newport, Kentucky. | paid that he had experienced
‘'some difficulty and had not obtained the telephone inasmuch

as previous contact_of ‘was with the telephone
company , namely on phonetic) had retired after _ -
. the first of the year. - : : . b !
- for relenhone service at the _ . pIC
bn._January 8, 1960 and anniied far ' b7D

‘ i e service name ati— . .
aid that both the subject and ﬁere interested

~incbbEddsking telephone service since BOBBIE LASSOFF was
allegedly supposed to move operations from 10th and Boone
Streets on January 11, 1960, - : S

: . Concerning operations of LAS?DEE‘__-.a_lj.nmz_._a_tore, B
aid an old man by the name of ives ‘ _
a nd works several hours each evening
-in TASSOFF's liquor store and sells very little whiskey. '

: the_insta}latio  of telephones for_

o ,-_-._j.

] paid that an individual by the .-
‘name of who apparently had some position of ability
in the,bIEIzens-Telephone\CGmpany, Northern Kentucky, had

some anamosity toward LASSOFF, At the present time LASSOFF
has only two telephoneés and an adding machine in his office
at this time, - - . ' :

- - gi! informant advised that the . -
preced _in 7 ofl |
(phonetic K

-K -
Cover Page



CI 92-103 o
' On February 14, 1960, dvised that LASSOFF
' 'wap still anxious to get addit phones at 1041 o
Mommouth Street and further stated that he had learned R
" that date that LASSOFF had recently purchased another liquor

b6 store or saloon called Moses Place at 15th and Central
b Avenue in Newport Kantucky, near the Car Barn.

| ' onml Jehe infoarmant adnjged that

on|

__he informant furnished the

Mmimﬂ.ﬁlmmnr reflects that]

andL.

AL

e same- date

| _ on ﬁﬂn

|residing at[ |
i3 employed as a iat‘Storrs-Schaefer@. o

[ }aid he had contacted
d told him his business and that he wanted

two telephones installed at 1041 Mormouth Street, that 1t
‘meant a lot ‘to the individuals who will be using the phones,

certainl tever influence . .
‘axert ., tated that he knew a

—number of the d directors of the telephone company, 1nc1uq;ggl

Cover Page
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" Répert of . ".Qfﬁce: GINGIHNATI b'?C. T
Dme D 9’9711\; — Do . R o
F'¢|d thee Flle No CI 92 103 . . Bureuu File No 92 3051 ‘ .

e :', BENJAMIN mssor'r |

;

f-“""""hnmmm mssorv FBL #754012c, wab born: 5/8108 cincitmti' o

“b2
- b6

pIC
‘b7D . .

ohio. LASSOFF resides with hia] _|and 2 adopted:
sons at 2730 Section Road, Amberley Vililage, Ohio. He estimated
. the approximate value of hts residence at $200, 000. LASSOFP
began taking bets on horse races in about 1925,  Im 1956 . .~ -
indictments were returned against BENJAMIN LASSOFF, ‘his” brother :
ROBERT LASSOFF, his brol:herﬂ-:l.n-law MYROR DECK.‘ELBA‘UH and SIMGN .
KLAYMAN in vi.olation T. 18, 8. 371; Title 26,°S, 7201, 4401,
4411, 7262, USC. LASSOFF was. arrested 3/11[60 by Ginc:l.nnati .
PD for receiving stolen goods; however, ‘Grand Jury at Cincinmati-
", 1gnored this case. LASSOFF associates with numerous gambléng
. in the.Newport, Kentucky area and is presently enga in o
‘layoff bets and gambling 1n Newporxt. . dvised on|
. that LASSOFF continues his successful gambling operations

. at the Belmont (formerly Snax Bar) in Newport. adviged
‘;.ASSOFF as well as his brother and otherx associates, are stil.l

. .the "biggest™ layoff handbook operators. in the C:Incinnati ‘
‘- atea. gilindicaced LASSOFF. 48 greedy and land hungry and has
- aequir

extensive real estate holdings. De.scri.ption of LASSGF?
set forth : : } .

-P - .

This douu.mem: containg neither recommandations nor conclusions of the FBI. 3 ln the property of the FBI and ia lopned to your ageney: it and
its eontents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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- Ohio as BERNARD LASSOFF, His father was MOVITZ LASSOFF; >
- mother, CLARA FRAZIER; nativity of parents, Russia; address
- at date of -birth 825 CJ.ark Street , Cincinnati, Ohi.o. ' :

- bars in Cincinnati, Ok o, and in Northern Kentucky, and

 ¢learing house for this business, _accepting bets, from book-
- mekers throughout various parts of .the country. It was through-
this vem:ure that he amssed considerable wealth :

- closely associated in all other business enterpri.ses with
"~ his younger brother RQBERT IASSOFF age 6. .

' T and their t
L_[g'—__ﬂ_]ag in 1953, and ;
, currently reside at 2 ection . exrley

-Ohio, a palatial suburb of Cincinnati LASSOFF has a

- wm_m

"his father. At that time his father owned a tire store at

races. During his spare time he studied bookkeeping and -

c1 92-103

BENJAHIN LASSOFF was born l'!ay 8 1908 at C:I.nc innal:i

- BENJAMIR LASSOFF attended Woodward High Sehool
Cincinnati, Ohio, for two years; dropped out of high school :
at end of sophonore yesr in about 1925 due to the death of

Nintk and Freeman Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. While at this
location, BENJAMIN LASSOF? started taking 25¢ bets on horse

finance, continued operating the .tire store and taking.
bets on horses in very small amounts. Subsequently, he
established "books” for taking bets on horse races in several -

also opened an ofﬂce in Rorthern Kentucky, there he accepted
"layo£f"™ bets from other bookmakers; =®ventually, having a

After the death of his brother, JACOB LASSOFF he -
no longer kept any interest in the tire business, but has b_een

SSOFF has been married once and h

\ $2oo 000 and t:hat: the Internal Reyenue Sew:l.ce allowed him

5 '5'6 S
in . b7C

age

moderninti.c palatial home complete with swimming pool, .
surrounded by a rustic rall fence. LASSOFF upon: interview
advised that his home has been valued at approximately

"'.-"2‘-
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: - .338lleent valuation of $150 000 as to the value of this
. .residence property. .- _ . -

. . In May of 1959 LASSOFF suffered a heart ettaeh and
_waa ‘confined in the Jewiah Hospital, Cincinnati, Obhio. Since
. this heart attack, LASSOPF haa greatly improved "his conditiun--f
.whereby he is able to work on a daily basis in :
. connection with his bookmaking activites in Hewport,‘ '
‘ Kentucky 4 . . , . '

| CRIMINAL RECORD - | |
The following 1nformation vas received from thu '

:'-\FBI Identification Division for BENJAHIH LASSOFF under FBI
. #7540126 on December 16, 1951 - ‘

.-;-COntributar Rame Arrested '._ ‘
.. ef, and . o - RO
" Pingerprints ' Rumber ; Received gge i Dispogition
atny . Benjamia  12-12-42 B -

‘Lassoff . - Cincinnati
#35677365 ~ Shlo

::'SO'Laa‘vegas‘e;eBen Lassoff appiieaht.

LoWev. .. - .. $40-1001° FP
SR . ST 1-7-55
Nevada Tax. Benjamin = applicant .
Comn Lassoff . prt rec -
Gaumbling Div #3314 .~ 1-28-55 °
:ggrson City - - e

- Nev :

. 80 Las Vegas  Benjamin ‘applicant’
Nev . lLagsoff -~ FP . = .
- #50-19453  6-8-55

-3-




Gonl:ribul:or " Neme” s Arreated . .
of . aad. - er Lt e
_i_nggrprinta . mnber S Received ctl;;e . Disposition
. .'USM Lexington 'Tnenjamin. . 8- 5-56 Cwilful . dlemissed
TRy . . “.Lassoff . . ‘evasion - -U.S., Dist-
R . #330-M. .‘g"; -+ . of Fed .  Court
L e e e ‘.'l,‘ax .- . :Covington
e L 'Ky1-1.857 !
1t 18 to. be noted ‘that. the FBI Ident‘ifi.cati.on

bh7C

Reccfd did not contain a disposition.for the entry by IJ. ...
. Marshal, Lexington; Kentucky, dated June 5, 1956 It i8 to -
“bes noted that this disposition is “di.smiued u.' s. District

. Court, Northern District of xentucky, covinston Kentucky,

L January 18 1957*. : - ,

| . Coneeming the action of Int:ernal ‘Revenué Serv:l.ce S
against LASSOFF, particularly attachments made to his personal -
--and businéess property, the Louisville Division has advised tbat
the records of the U." 8. Dist:rict: Court, Western Di.scri

f- isville, Kentuc
‘June &, 1959,
ect 'the following information, undér Docket ¥3626,.

entitled BENJAMIN LASSOFF and IRH!B LASSOFF vs. WILLIAM H. o R
" 'GRAY -A8 District Director, Internal Revenue Service, ; s
Lou!,sv:l.lle, Kentueky and RUSSELL A. WELCH, as District s

Director Int:emal Reveme Service ci.nc!.nnat;:l. Oh:lo District. R

' Ihe noeke: refleets l:hat a. complaint was filed
‘onm June 17 1958 on the basis of action and the basis of

‘ action was "tmporary injunction: :Erom seizing, cmfiscating
' or selling any property of plaintiff, to adjudge dssessment -
- and liens vold to expiring and releale £rom record of each
coum:y where liens have been fil.e N _

| . The Feke_trgﬂﬁts_jhat tha p].a:l.m;iff ig
represented by s Of Davies and B:Lrshf:l.eld ‘
331 York Street Newport Kentncky

RO
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|  om August 1A 1958 a motion to diamiss canplatnc '
was filed by the U. 8. Attorney.‘.n_ : . .

" on October 1, 1958, an order of Judge ROY M.
SHELBOURNE was £1iled sgataining the defendant's motion to
- dismiss the camplaint and disnissing conplaint.r.-

: On Octdher 6, 1958 a mﬂtion of’ appeal to the U. ;.
. Court .of Appeals 81xth Circuit was filed by the plaintiff

- “The record of the appeal was mailed- to the Cletk
. ' U. S, Distriect Court of Appeals, Sixth Digeuit, Cincinmnati, R
_1=0h10, by the CIerk of the U. 5. District Court , Louisville. U

| A notice of receipt of the appeal was received
by the Clerk, U. S. District Court on November 25, 1958, -
_reflecting that the appeal had been asaigned Bocket #13 758,

- dvised that the action is atill pendins .

! hafore tLE'CBﬁEE‘E!"K;;Lals in Cinciunati Ohio.;. . ‘ Co
- Records of. the CIerk u. 8. District conrt Heatern

DiSttict of Rentucky, Louisville _Kentucky,. were mmde :

: on January 6, 1960, by

and they reflect the following o '

information under Docket Number 3626, entitled "Benjamin Laesoff

and | |versus wWilliam M. Grey, District Director, -

' Internal Revenue Service, Louisville, Kentucky, District and

, Rnssell A. Welch, Diatrict Director, Internal Revenue

. Service Cincinnati Ohio District.™

L : Mandate from . the United States COurt of Appeals
- of the sixth Circuit, issued under date of June 9, 1959,
‘received fxom the CIerk of said court, filed on June 10,
1959, Said Mandate reading in part as follows:

. - "On consideration whereof it. is now here L
“ordered and adjudged by this court that. the order ‘
of the said District Court dismissing the complaint L
is reversed, and the cause remanded to the |
_Diatr&ctCourt for further proceedings consistenc

._5-;‘,




‘0._1’92-103'2. |

with the opinion herein.

con On June 11, 1959 Jhdge ROY H SHELBOURNE signed ;
‘an order reinstating this action on the Docket for further .

~ proceedings consistent with the opinion and Mandate of the

‘-.uUnited States Court of Appeala for the Sixth Circuit.

S On June 19 1959, “Interrogetories to Befeadant“
.-'were found by the Plaintiff. On August 28, 1959, answers -
" to ﬁhe Interrogatories were filed by rhe United States
At:l:orney. - _ : ‘

B On September 15 1959 Judge SEELBOﬂRNE signed an.
,ﬁerder setting pretrial conference for Septedber 30, 1959. ’

- : on Octeber 1, 1959 the eombined cases were set
T fer trial on December 21 1959 and on December .15, 1959,
| Judge SHELBOURNE removed the cage from the rrial ealendar
"and coutinued 1t.':. : o ‘ o

- On December 29 1959 Judge SBELBOGRNE sigued an

" Qrder to the effect that the Defendant's motion to get aside

.  default and for lead to file response to Plaintiff's motiom . -
. to strike Defendant's motion would be heard in COurt Chambers .
' '1n Louisville on January 8, 1960. - L Lo

‘ ' on March 11, 1960,L I IR
Crime Bureau, C:an:l.nneti. Police Department, and| |-
both advised that they, along wit e
Tres BENJAMIN LASSOFF at his residence, 2730 Section -
Road, Amberley Village, at approximately 9:00 AM that date. . .-
-LASSOEF was arrested for receiving stolen goods valued at
$265.00, This case concerning the stolen property came
to light when LASSOFF traded in a vibreting machine for a more
“ deluxe model and a check of the serial numbers on the trade-in

-~ revealed that it identical with a ne stolen fr IR
.. the automobile of R

-6




€I 92-103 |

Cincinnati. This machine was stolen on January 27, 1960
from the salesman's automobile who represents the Niagra
-Company of Cincinnati. The aforementioned officers stated.
that LASSOFF claimed a friend, name unrecalled ‘had left
the machine at his home..

on April 23, 1960, Iidvised that
the Hamilton County Grand Jury sitting at Cincinnati, Ohio
on April 22, 1960, ignored the case wherein LASSOFF was
charged with having received stolen goods '

" The Identification recoxrd under FBL #754012C R
‘dated Maxch 16, 1960, as received from the Bureau contains
ag the last entry - Contributor of Fingerprints - Police
Department, Cincionati, Ohio, for BENJAMIN LASSOFF under .
Police #76832, showing that he was arrested March 11, 1960
and charged with receiving stolen goods (over $60. DO) which _
is a femony in the State of Ohlo.

. On February 3 1960, U, S. District Court Judge
- ROY M, SHELBOURNE ordered that the attorneys for the .

parties, in the above listed casés, appear in court chambers

at Loulsville, Kentucky on February 25, 1960, for pretrial
. conference to consider the simplification cfthe issue, the

possibility of obtaining admission of facts and documents .
to avoid unnecessary proof and such other matters as may

- aid in the disposition of these actions, in conformity with
Rnle 16 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
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_ | Records of the Clerk u. S. Distr:l.ct. court: Western .
District of Kentueky, Louisville, Kentucky, per:aining to

. Civil Aetio: : 36 were reviewed on nay 20
‘1960 by SA .

: , The records reflect that the pretrial conferenee P
o 3or¢ginally scheduled for February .25, 1960, ﬁhich was not '_'_'3-:-
g ?--held,has not as yel: been rescheduled. .

o Uni.ted States ‘District -
Couxt C! s O Covington, Kentucky, furnished to '

~ SA the record under criminal docket number

100%4Z, It was noted that this file in addition to the pleadins

etc. consisted of something over two hundred pages of testimony =~

. ‘taken in the matter., This £ile was revi.ewed by SA
' Aprﬂ 22 and 23, 1958

. . The record reflected that on June 11, 1956 an 1nd1.ct:-'-'f L
‘ment was returned- -against ROBERT LASSOFF,. HYRON DEGKEI.BAUM . o
" EENJAMIN LASSOFF and SIMON KLAYMAN, chargi.ng these. 1nd:l.viduals
with dolation of Title 18, Section 371, Title 26, Section g201,
; 4401, 4411 and 7262, U, S. Code annotated in that ‘they .. ..
- conspired willfully to attempt to-evade the Federal. Tax; t:hat
:they did willfully attempt to evade Federal Tax; that .-
~ thef had done acts making them liable for Federal Tax, u:l.thout
- - having pald same, thig indictment being in five counts. . ‘
It was alleged that prior to March 1, 1956, and until and’
.- including April 19, 1956, at Newport, Kentucky they had o
‘accepted wagers in the sum of $1,485,270. It was '
. uid that this business conducted by these men was:

-", ) Behind closed doors which had thereon a ?i‘. 3
o fictitious name. - T
- 2.) Contained telephones liated uﬁ.der fictiti.oua o:.‘
- misleading names.
. ’3.) Contained records containing entries listed
L vnder code numbers.- ‘
" '4.) Defendants received and. eceepted wage:s on horse
' ~ races and other sport:ing events.

" ..5.) On April 19, 1956, defendants attempted to
.© conceal and’ deetroy certain records kept by
- them in conneetion with aueh gambl.i.ng operations "

- :8.',




. It was further alleged that the defendents hsd .

attempted to evade-a special tax of fifty dollars a yesr, B

required by Title 26, Section 4411, -U. S. Code annotated,

_to be.paid by persons engaged in busi.ness of accepting wsgers

.| on horse races and other sporting events. It was indicated
-that these individuals made bond in the sum of $3,000 each,

. on June 22, 1956 at which time BENJAMIN LASSOFF's address -

" was listed as 2730 Section Road, Amberley Village; SIMON -~ -
. KLAYMAN a8 1535 Northwood: Dri.ve, MYRON DECKELBAUM, 1868
- Larchwood Place; ROBERT LASSOFF, 7147 Eadtlawn Drive, all. =~
. Gincibneti, Ohlo. It was 1ndi‘.cated that this indictment had
.. growm out of a raid conducted by Agents of the Internal:
_ Revenue Service at 1045 uomouth Street, Newport Kentucky
- om Apri.l. 19 1956. S . .

: By sffi.davit in this watter t‘iled Septenber 21 :

.,1956 'ROBERT and BENJAMIN LASSOFF averred among other things ;
" that they were the owners of the property -‘known as the Elmo .
Buildi.ng, 10#5 Momouth Street Newport Keutucky .

‘ The records reﬂeeted that on Septanber 26 1956 .
there was & hearing in United States District Court , Covi.ngton,..
Kentucky on a motion to suppress the evidence on the grounds -

' of an illegal search and seizure. Evidence was taken and the
matter taken under submission by Judge MAC SWIKFORD, United - .
States Pistrict Judge of the Eastern District of Kentueky and I

the Eenorable mc SWINFORD on January 1& 1957 sustained the .

: motion to suppress the " evidence. : g ,

It was. noted that - sub,ject smmm LASSOFP test:l.f:l.ed S
.ooa” this motion, and. stated that ‘he bad been the owner, with - - = -
. ROBERT LASSOFF, his brother, as a partmer of the property '

.L - located at 1045 ‘Monmouth Street Newport, Rentueky since 1940. -
" . "He stated further that he had i.nterests in two other bui.ldings

. in the vicinity. He indicated that: he was & licensed real .
. . estate investor and had a real estate license and. indlcated
-thst that gas his business at’ that loeation. ‘

. On cross- eminat:[on he admitted that he had ‘never. .
used his real estate license’ 1n the -sense. of beﬁ:g a real estete A

X B




ct 92'-1‘03‘!__ :

' broker, and that he has never sold e piece of property t:o
- ‘any person on & commission bésis. He testified that he - ' - ...
' had a legitimate business interest, being interested im the = =
Ohio Valley Plywood Company of ci.minnAti Ohio, and the .
.Colonial Village, Incorporated of C:aninnati, ohioc. He .
.- 4indicated that this was an apartment development having 161
- apartments.__ L . |

He stated that he had two telephones tmder the

name of B, LASSOFF in the Elmo Building. He adwitted that om .- -

. the door of the building there was a name, Roofing
. -and Siding, .and stated that some man named had ran- - . k
, \ . He stated that there has alsc been a person neméd -
mcmted with !:he operetion at 1045 Homouth S e
' ut 1955. - o T

: . He stated that i.n 1953 1954 and 1955 he BENJAM‘.[N
'LASSOFF, was in Las’ Vesas Hevada* there being 1nterested in
the Du:es Hotel.. , . o , '

.j' ' He steted that there had also béen on the door at .
' IM Mommouth Street, Newport, Kentukky the name of Ken
Sales and §Salvage conpapy. He advised that a man named

had| any. ‘He stated that he,
'~ BENJAMIN 1LASSOFF an then opened the Federal Sales .
and Salvage Cowpany In Clncimnati, Ohio, this being some time -

- after 1951. He said that l:his bnsi.ness was concernedy with
- .buying damaged goods from railroad companies and salvage ‘
people, and reselling this goods. He admitted that after’ al;. |

' . of the salvage operation had been moved from 1045 Monmouth'
" . ‘Street, Newport, to Cincinnati, Ohio that the telephone listed

. to the Kentucky Sales and Salvage had remained at ‘1045 Monmouth
, Street. He further admitted that in about 1951, he and his -
brother, ROBERT LASSOFF, and one had been .in the
“race horse commission business®, € stated further that there

‘was on the door of 1045 Momout:h Street the name “Bevabar '

) _Dietributing Conpany " R

Special Agent:s ot‘ the Internal Revenue Sewice alao
_'»testiﬂed and 11: was indicated that an 1nveatigation had been -

",.'..10.'.
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mde relacive to one Namey 8 Bar and Griu in Kew Kenaington, .
_ Pennsylvania, during which it had been determined that
- telephone ca].‘l.s were made from this bar to .various p‘.laces
" in the United States, among those: pl.aces called was the
-, - establishment at 1045 Monmouth Street, Newport , Kentucky. :
_The raid conducted at 1045 Monmouth Street: Newport, Kentucky e
" was part of simultaneous raids conducted by 1RS. Agem:s
-in a number of eities.

4--‘:__gxssocm-rzs R
L T g L

' . lat'thé"plré.é;éﬁt time is a t:of.v hoodlum fir L
" of - the LOGIEY vision. [ | for many years has

o be'm “ 7 me“ted "iﬂzgﬂblihs activities in Newport KentuckiL:-

" These three individuals have. been connected wir.h |

: gmbling activities. part:l.cularly ‘the operation of ho‘rse race.
handbz ok operations in llewpori: Kentucky. P Lo

l :I.nI . " Jadvised thac - had
. a financ nterest 1n Beverly Hills Night ﬂTAT,T_ S

gambli.n? eatablishnent i.n suuthgate Kentucky

o 11 Pdvised that lma formerly - i
connected gaabling ewport, Kentuck.y, pa:t.:bcular].y e

o the uerc ints club in Newport. K

S other of ,subtject BEKJAHIN
e mssorr, and dvised t:hat bol:‘h ROBERT and, L

— 11 ..- “
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" BENJAMIN LASSOFF had operated .aﬁ"ﬁﬁr_t:iéfs'for a mumber of B
years and seemed to be clos ociated in their operations,
.ROBERT LASSOFF according to 1s presently engaged in the
i

- ' operation &f a layoff handbook at 10th -‘Boone Streets, == =
" Newport, Kentucky along witH nd MYRON DECKELBAUM,

: : - mmou DECKELBAUH is ﬂae brother-in-lnw of BEN.IAHIN
y —-LASSOFF and has been associated with LASSOFF in "‘layoff“
_-apernti ns in Newport Kentucky :

S I;—_Iadvised in hat KLAYMAN bad EéE:
a number of years been associated with BENJAMIN and ROBERT

. LASSQFF. YMAR is described as more or less a clerk for _
. these indi&ls and is also a horse handicapper. Co

7 BENJAMIN IASSOFF and ROBERT LASSOFF hTaLhn:h_autnt
‘a great dul of time in the gambling offices of -

- Stenbeuv:l.lie‘,.iohio L

- puring .a raid of[:; gambling establishment
i:n April of 1956, the Internal Revenue Service confiscated

[Lg_ox_dn_uhg_h_:‘eﬂected t:hat LASSOFF was i.n contact with

waend accordmg TY _ |in has been ‘observed -
frequenting «. eatabli.shmenu :I.n Newport Kentucky, :l.neludi.ns

ussorr's. L

; ‘ﬁ

-12 -
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AR on advised that the subject |
- LASSOFF conLinnes to retaln his office over. the ‘Stables. Y

.7 Cafe in Newport, ky and for the most part has there onm ’:if o
. a’continuous besis, further advised that A
' " BENJAMIN LASSOFF although not actively engaged in the operation '

- of ROBERT LASSOFF and MYRON DECKELBAUM at 10th and Boone .

”»Streeta is 1n effect however, the brains behlnd the

'_;operatian

- ..fcnmmAL Acnvrrms

,_,351 _On. advised that LASSOFF is IR
B operating ‘his boo at 1041% Monmouth Street’ e
E ,and it appears thzg]fj::;::;;:;j] is' the only individual . -
‘presently assoclated Wit A the running of this business

, added, however, that the Sta 1
establishment 13 op

stated it appears that.
L1ding in which he is
gedly owned and operated .
has lived at that address
indicated that LASSOFF

"hia place ff:fffi:js"and'dn o
ect telling recently - -

ialed 211 (the number to obtain

— | said 55 Simmons; Omaha, -

Nebraska. After had apparently reached his party, L
LASSOFF told him TRAt he wanted ™4 bills" on a particular horse.
'(LASSOFF mentioned the horse, however the name of the horse

~ could not be recalled Yy ‘ .

ol m—I

. infoxme;iop'from

SOFF's -

htntéﬂ,th!t' the LASSOFF operation, as. =

-3
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-_'--well as other large layoff handbook operators, now malne
use of telephone company: c¢credit card to cover the extent
- of their telephone operation.  According to the informant ;.
‘the -individuals or gamblers have a-person or persons :l.nu:her
- digtant cities procure a credit card in the other individual's .
" name, which person would not be known to have any comnection
- with the handbook operator. The operator then placing his
long distance calls, would merely give the telephone company
~ -operator the credit card number and. the ould be charged.
~ to thie credit card holder.- -According t the only récord
"' made by the teleplone company relative to the call would
be .the date, charge, ami' the city from which it ori.ginated.
The telephone number from which the call was placed would :
not be shown on the ticket. As long as the charges were paid'
by thé eredit card holder, thetelephone company would -
- have no reason.to raise any question relative to the calls. -
" In this wanner, a check of long distance calls charged to l:h'l’

*  known telephones of. the handbook operator would gh
' ‘little activity. The informan

b7C

b7D
: “ on advised SA | A
that he had determined one. of the credit cards being used _
by LASSOFF in his operations was that of] I
~also known as| |and
FBI| lindicated that it is p nat
-the credit. card was issued in the name of one
in Los Angeles ‘California. — ‘
I 0n L ]advised that many of the g
small gamblers in Norbhern Kentucky, including one
Latonia, Kentucky, telephone. mumber| and .

, another small operator, are losing thelr shirts tak'i'n'.g'i' -

':__' "14 S
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Fo . . . b2
. layoff money from LASSOFF 6 gambl:l.ng oper: . [__letatea - - b7C
‘for the past six mesks action at Latonia had lost: S e .. bID

approximately $3,400 and the small gamblers who take LASSOFF's .~ - .
. 'layoff bets feel that they are givean only the most-risky of '

" the 'bets which are most 1likely toé hit, while the’ LEKSSOFF -

. operation takes and keeps bets on- hotses very- 1i.ke1y to lose..

~ By thus creaming the wagers which the LASSOFF organization
. receives daily from all over the United States, BENJAMIN R
LASGOFF and his associates are able to xid’ thmelves of bets:
which_are small risks that the horse- w111 win and the wagereﬁ
~ hit, stated that there is a gemeral feeling among small: .

T ‘gambling establishment operators that LASSOFF has broken fai.th

with 411 his "customers® deepite his frequent statement that
. his organization lays off all wagers for a sl:raight 2% per

. cent commission paid by gemblers with whom t 8 are laid

- off 1f the horse loses and the gamblex wins. stated that .
* no commission is paid to LASSOFF if the horse wins and the L
e -;gatbler taking the layoff is forced to ‘pay the "hi.t;" S

ﬁ. advised that the difficulties faced by small
' gambling establishment operators in trying to make money is

. At they do .not do sufficlient business to level off.

their bets thus securing a representative amount of- betti.ng
" _on a particular hese. . _. For exagp_cal |stated that he knew

"' LASSOPF, MYRON DECKELBAUM and| who was the’
appl.i.cant for telephone service at Cincimnati telephone g
 numbex] | have each purchased a ?ederal. Wager:lng

s ltndicated that the LASSOFI" burchase of the
'~ stamp was poss bly to keep Internal Revenne Service Agents ‘

- A . [ T .
w e o . R . L. } FESASPININ
EET L . . . N
Sl . - 15 o
' . ' L. . - . .
. "~ i D . . R . 3 " .
iy [P - ) ol
- LA . f .
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from bringing pressure on their activities and further ;
‘indicated that another undérlying reason may have been ‘the .
conviction of several gamblers in Indianapolis, Indisna, as a
result of an Internal Revenue Service raid upon a gambli.ng

fffﬁusmmt at Trmmg_lndmmma__;l

R Jataced hae ]

[ Tadviged E
- _LASSOFF_is represented in legal tax affairs by| :
505 Walnut Street, and allegedly in the real estate: -

: i 8 together with LASSOFF reportedly investing in reat
e estate, using the name of further ad¥ised
that whenwg—__:l formerly Louisville Divisiom top - .-
" hoodlum, who now resides in Miami or Surfside, Florida went - . b2

- out of business in Newport, Rentiucky, the rot:her .. b6
'ROBERT, made a connection .and stepped into opgrat,j_on : ?EZE
" inﬂewport ‘ - ! A

© . on 'advised there is consideraile -
) gambling act over the iTes Cafe on Monmouth Street '

Newport, Keutucky 3 howevex

Iadv:l.se.d o lehat LASSOFF's
uor store as far a s concerned is. a fron
gtated that

N O .advised that both BEEJAMIN
- LASSOFF and ROBEKI‘ LASSOFF are warlcins i.n t:he operation of

'-16-.
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" the Snax Bar 1n N'eﬁporé"' ke tucky " 'BOBBY LASSOPF works in

the afternoons and BENJAMIN LASSOFF in the evening.

S advised that the LASSOFFs do not own the establishment
" outrighl: but. merely have 8 pi.ece" of i:he. operati.on. 7

o’.f Ldvued that BENJAMIN

¥ 7LASSOFF has allegedly pixchased an i.nterest 1n the Snax
- . Bar in Newport, xentueky. | - . o .

od | advised that nm.mmt

: IASSOFF bad purchased the property adjacent to the’

Yorkshire Club in Newport, Kentucky and intended. to. exi:emd

" the building in which the Snax Bar is located to. run di.rectLjJ

- to the property adjoining the Yorkshire. He said that after o

‘this building is completed, LASSOFF intends to change the i

name of the establi.sbment to the "Belmnt:“ :

o R further advis&r far as . he knows l:he .
. forme £ Newport; on still has some voice

S 1im control of the Snax Bar, allegedly lo out for the . b2

" interests :of the deceased PETE SCHMIDT, dvised that =~ - g?c
- at one time LASSOFF ‘had a percentage of the Merchants Club ~ . - ¢
. now opera.ted by the owners of the hire; however, many - - -

‘years ‘ago he had been pushed out. dvised that. the reason
for 1LASSOFF's ha ieen pushed s because of a
"double cross™. ndicated that at a meeting of the -

“gymdicate” members including ! jof the Beverly -
Hills Country Club, a number of parcels of real estate . -

were discussed as potent:l.al "good 'buys“ and it was indichted

. that. the syndicate might purchase them. Accordingly,

LASSOFF left the meeting and advised bhis younger brother; . ..

. 'ROBERT, of the location ¢ sald property and immediately .

, ¥ thereafter, ROBERT LASSOFF, purchased the property for he.

. and his brother. For this reason the syndicate members

";-:[-'-','_,; .'oum:ed I.ASSOFF and have held h:l.n i.n disfavor s:i.nee -

SeAT e - on | Indvi.sed that BENJAMIN
"I‘.ASSOFF'- and hIs brother 'purchased the Spax =
" Bar froml |or had at least bought a propriet:ary

-"-__1'7..5-_— .
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‘interest in this operation.

[ hdvised on hat in addition to . -
- LASSOFF's operation in the Snax Bar, LASSOFF continuew
ganbling interests over the Stables "Cafe with

On advised that BENJAMIN _
- LASSOFF and his brother ROBER'I’, were both working at the
" . ' Snax Bar, Emquted that both LASSOFF and his brother
. were quite concerned with the operations of the dice :
tables in the Snax Bar. [ |indicate that inasmuch as .-
LASSOFF and his brother were both Jewish, it is felt that
. thelr connection with the establishment might help to draw
" some of the Jewish gambling trade into the Snax Bar and
thereby increase their operation. '

.. om dvised that LASGOFF and ,
. his brother, arenelping to bankroll'the dice games: s
;at the Snax Bar. stated that the LASSOFFs had not S

actually bought into the establishment but inasmuch as they
' were helping to bankroll the dice games they had a financial_
interesl: in the gamhling operations, :

on ﬂ!advised that BENJAMIN

- LASSOFF continues his success gambling operations at
the Belmont (formerly the Snax Bar) in Newport, Kentucky.

[ lndicated that LASSOFF is extesmely greedy and land
bhungry and has acquired extensive real estate holdings
over the years. [ | indicated that LASSOFF's real astate
holdings the secret files of | tax
attorney. diicated that he had heard information

- that LARSSOFF had tentative plans to build a luxury motel
. on property owned by him located near his liquor store,
The building operations will commence in the near future . -
to open entrances to the Belmom: Bar on YorksHtreet,
Newport, lcentucky _




. On November 12 1958 the records of namilton
county COurt House were reviemed pertaining toé property.
- which records reflect that BENJAHIN LASSOFF ig.the sole .
- -ownet . of the property at 942 West Ninth Street, Cincinnati’; ,
haiv:l.ng been: ‘purchased ‘on -June 18, 1941. Records pertaining
'+ to.this property are in Book 139 - Plat 3 = Parcel 184, at' the, o

- Hamilton County Court House. These fa s that -
LASSOFF obtained this property from
~"June 18, 1951, and is ‘described as p

_ Y .
s dtmension land valued at; $520; bnilding valued at ’ =
$2 910 f.or a total valuei:ion for tax pnrposes anyway, of

Records of- the Office of the Secretary of ”State,

' ::ff]fECO . eved on September 26,.1958, by »;5'}rf2§
o A indicate that the Articles of Incoumm:a.nj_nn_'_';
‘ . PP for 1948 for filing in the name of

innati. Ohio. The Incorporators wéere listed

Ms_ﬁq e Acenta for pro_c'-.ee's' Vw'la's dv_esi.?gi_:'qted?to b_el I -

A Certificate of Amended Articles of a eopporation

Co_lonial Village Incorporate'd 161 Linden Avenue, Wrm:lnn__[ SRR
AS '.‘;'.;.'_
I

_"-:‘jwas fi.led April 6, 1949, changing the name of tha eopporatiot_x ,':‘. .
.. to Waltexr L‘.olonial vtllage Incorporated and the prineipal RO

" office to be Norwood, Ohio.. Msximum Shares of

The 1aw £irm o

; i'ﬁ.'[ pas the
trauss and Troy, Fountaln Square Building, cincinnati Oh:l.o-, S
.fi; represented the corporation :I.n fi.].:lng peperl.,. R A PR Ss

- ST e :
T el | . - PR PRI
Wt T o o Lot
. " . | L
-+ P
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tfw‘rl&wood Company , 8t. Bernard

:,m_tlnmmglueted as
. and| The Agent for Process was listed & . -

o T:Q-'was filed. my" :

"if o Bﬁildina, Cincinnati.j :?;

‘ for filing January 6 19&7 in’'the’ name. of Atlas Supply, ,;4;

.».5

__;%necelaarily owners of any:of the shares of stock of a. R I
" corpotatiom. . The Secretsry of .State’ ‘does- not: possess recordsf[,‘, S
il-as to Ehe identity of the shareholdera.ﬁ‘.;‘ . S

i~ - 'regarding the Bellevue OLL Unit; 'she stated that e
, ms the )f that unit. et Cot el S - e -

THE OBIO VALLEY PLYWOOD CGHPANY

Articles of! Incorporation #212900 were approvedf
for filing May 3, 19&9 in the name of.the. Ohio Vslley :
amilto b

A Certificate of Amﬂndef;"?w T
1956 which Iiat.

for Process wag.

S This corporation.was repraseated by the 1aw firm :
of Strauas, Troy, and: nuehlmann, 1404 Yo 06 Fountain Sqnare

e ATLAS surwz mcon?om:m .'

Axticles oﬁ Incorporation #199469 were apprOVed szjy;'; o

‘The incorporators were listed.: ‘ﬂ‘ wl
100 she T

" This’ corporation was'iépresanted by che Iaw finm-of Basler, i
Strauas and Tn:y, Fountain 8quare Buildiﬁg, Cincinnati,,‘;“

It ia to be noted that the corporators are not

__.....__..OIL LEASES T iU o e

'iwii; on Fctdber 15 1958, at Shreveport, ,

| €0 ‘contac!
ere negative and. his receptinnist adviaed that .-
eT records . indicated he did some accounting werk :

Seag T




& f on Octdber-15; 1988, 7, siar Build:l.ng,

a resul ‘of his interest im several oil leases obtained -~ T
through nd- that - his monthly income. 'from this ;aJL”i.rQ
i .. source was approximately $16 to''$17 with monthly expenaes R s
: ,f 4 of &pproximntely $8 to $8 X0 at the present ttme fj_ :
'“"”'“* On October 16 1958
thfield's Drilling CUmpany, and )

: ...' .1{.-

, ngij§4*]"45-H1331asipp1, amount $1,000 invested in ,_f'if;f;ﬁgi3;7:

operating, etc coats.

hE the Bellevue Unit and 011: Field, ;advised that
"LASSOFF - held a .001399 interest in this fleld as..

- Mayfield:Drilling Company’,. Beck ‘Building; advised that"
_theix records and recollections reflected that BENJAMIN. .
LASSOFF had made the following 1nve|tmenta 1n oil leaSes
thxuugh them aa 1nd1tated-F . : e e

f'i;Wbod Lease' located in Jefferson caunty, L

. November, 195A:.. -0 .oz ool Taen LT

'jnLT;Gatherine Nﬁnn Leese, loceted in: uorthern e_{ékfrgfﬁ*f P
C JgLouisiena amount $500 inwested in March i
01950 - ¢ ,

‘”ﬁéfjxrlaeter Lease, located 1n northern Louisiana, eiﬂ?“fﬂ?jﬂ{ji’
-/ in the Bellévue Unit, $500 invested .in 1949} -,w;.il;.
" $275: invested on April 20, 1954; $275 invésted :

‘ 3‘7;;,.1n*3u17 5; 1954 $454 68 iuvested on 0¢tdber .ﬂ;=»=.51, 3
e BRIk L iy
RO ‘1They 1nvelt°d that any 1eeome paid the tuvestor L
fromttheae investments would ‘be ‘paid by the Rsso Oil- ftﬂtg*‘

. Company’, Shieveport, Louisiana . a8 'S0 purchases the output

; from thege o1l wells and maintains ‘montlily records concerning o
these digbursements. - They fuxther advised that LASSOFF,’ 11ke IS
- other investors, has. paid periodic sums for" maintenance, RS
repair and operations; eXcept regarding ‘the Wood's.Leasa) :
" which they indicated had been sold to another firm with- .
“their investors retaining ah oversride interest, free of, any. -
They further advised that the firm “';3”5




cont:acted to- detemine I.ASSOFE's income from the above

1. ef Basler Strauaa and ‘I.‘roy, attomeys Gincinaati, Ohio, RS
- had corresgonded with them on several ocecasions'ori bekalf -
‘of “LASSOFF concerning the: above—deseribed interest’. 'I‘hey
- congluded that the only interest LASSOFF has in the T
Bellevue Field is through his investments in the above- IR
desc:ibed Plaster Lease. o e ; v :

SO 0i1 COInpany )., Shrevepoi.'t "I.ouiaiana, was: not:

invesments since their reécords are kept' on. a monthly basis
: and’a’: review of them from 1949 wuld be a time consuming
taﬁk. . o - AY . o : - . _..~ PR ,..v. e

Coe dvised that LASSOEF 8 1iquor store is in::
operation at 1045 Mormouth Streef, Newport, Kentucky, This
‘address is. one in which LASSOFF: operated his ‘layoff
boolmakiﬁneu prior -to a‘'raid by IRS Agents. in Apri‘.l L

of 1956 dvised that as far-as he 'is concerned; this
“-operation 18 strictly a front for BENJAMIN. LASSOFF’ sndho
. believes ig the brains of ‘the operation tiow loeated at I0th
and Boone Streets where ROBER.T LASSOFF end MYRON DECKELBAUH
are employed - X

A

mczs oF msmm _AHD amcou'rs 1=

LASSOI-‘F eontinues tom frequent gambling :
estab];ishments in’ the Newport area and frequents. the T
Cincismati Gymasim several timea a week subsequen,t to S
his lnert atteck in 1959 P . R

PHYSIGAL DESCRIPTIOH - ] R

'l.‘he fol.lowing physical description was obi:ained
through obse::vation and interview, reeords of the Bnrean of
Vita'i Sta.tﬁstics. j,. Sk :., . . e e




o , . R ‘(verif_ied through BVS . records)_ CERAL IR
SN Hefghey T SVEW o sYPm o

oAl T Algo. known, 883 'BERNARD IASSOPF Bl e
~wfla1‘:j'f“‘ o e TRORKY™ LAssorr ~ﬁ R

: . o e - 1_-, “Pogm ) '.'.‘.. e e '

Race. AT o Whike s T Lo . -
Semst ol twales Ut T el
Date of B:Lrt:h';_ J May 64 1908 Cinci.nnat:l. Oh:l.o_ '

‘_ Weight: . . - "7 175 pousids -
" Ha:‘l.r oLt Light brown thi.nn:l.ng
r A omtepr t T
Eyes. Blue, weara glasses -
c::mplexi.on--: ";,-,wl»ledim “light™ ;'.;:‘-'-“ Lo
- Religtom: -~ .« Jewish - T
T _Eaqut.ion- 2 years high school,

,,,,,,

i finance and 011 wel]. dri.lling ‘
S and: pump:l.ng
Oncupation- ©- .. Gamblerx real estate '.l.nvestor

~Ariny Serial: #: ASN 356'[7365 L R
-Social Security #:294:24-6398 f e EeT
: Business Address' 1041 nonmom:h Screer. '

- Newport ; Rentucky. .- " .

Residence Address +2730. Secti.on Road,’

ERE R »*’_' a R Ambeﬂ.ey vi inc:l.nnati. Oh:l.o B
e Hari.t:al Stat:us.a'..ﬁa:ried - FLRRTE

_ .Relativea' o
; Mother: - .. CLARA LAssorr, nee. rmzmn
AL oo 271716 Barkeley Street’) :

ST T V.,”"*-Cincinnati ohio -
. - FPather: 7 MOVITZ LASSOFF deceased 4
R T sidtery LT T same address
S-S o w70 as mother
'“Bro‘ther' . . .. ’ROBERT LASSOFF, 71h7 Eastlawn

—f.‘

.Cincinnati, Ohio L,

>-:nrother. . . JAGOB LASSOPF, deceased -
Brother-i.n-law. ;. MYRON DEGKELBAUM 1868 Larchwood
. _';"'_Roselawn, Ohio el e
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- Cﬁ:l.ldren:
. in 1953 - adoP_ed

: | 953 - adow:_rf -
 FBL #: R
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UNI'I‘ED STATES DEPAR'I‘MENT OF JUSTICE :
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

,. , , Refir to S Ciminnatj., Ohio
B Repyy Sleme TG September 9 1960
FulNo. 92.103 -

C
+ . - - .

T me. BENJAMIN LASSOFF, aks =
By ' " Ben Lassoff, Bernard Lassoff
| "Bi.g Porky" “Porky“ i

Ghara-é"c.er ma:—mcmnmmc

i ° to. ."A . “. . ,’ b6
. Reference Report of ‘SA | [
B - dated 9/9/60 at Cincinnati..

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
commmication ‘have’ f‘umished relia.ble 1nfomation in the past.

This document contalns nelther recommendgtions nor conclusions af t}:le FBI. It is the proper.iy
of the FBI and is loaned to your uqency, it and its contents are not 1o be dsatributed cutside
 yOUur agency.




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.

Heposting Oifica Offira of Origin, Dn;? s ) m&eauguuva Perlod
CINCINNATY CINCINNATI S7hv ™l 7/29/60;5 979760
TITLE OF CASE Report mode by Typed By:
Sd I bae
CHARACTER OF CASE
BENJAMHQASSOFF , Aka.
ANTI=-RACKETEERING

+
13

£

REFERENCE:
Louisville letter to Cincinnati, dated 8/15/60.
Houston letter to Cincimmati, dated 8/19/60.
New Orleans letter to Ginc:l.nnati dated 8/22/60.
- P -
LEADS:
LOUISVILLE DIVISION

AT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

, ntify the subscriber of telephone
number and determine the association cof this
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MIAMI DI’VISION
' AT MIAMI FLORIDA

L Will advisee Cincinnati any information concerning
the type of instrument or device which gamblers are able to
make long distance telephone calls to circumvent the recording
of these calls by the telephone company equipment, -iti-.

being noted that according to the New Orleans Division such

- instrument or device has come to the attention of the
Telephone Company in Miami Florida.-

NEW YORK DIVISION

‘ATNEWYGRK,NEWYORK L SRR <2

‘ - . bD
' : _Will identify the subscriber to telephone number | o
L | and determine the ‘association of that party with ,
subject LASSOFF. ' , o
- GINCINFATI DIVISION

¢ the 1dentity of the subscriber to:
and determine the assoc;ation of -

: 2. Will maintain contact with informants regarding
_ LASSOFF S activities.

1. Will. throuehl
| bring .

Eodl ) regar 1ig subject's residence teIEphone -
numbe ‘ , .- .

. 4. Will conduct spot check surveillance of LASSOFF'S
residence, 2730 Section Road, to determine the nature of his
movements and activities.

this indtvidual w
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_ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

On_Aucust ‘16 l 1960

| ]

, |a&viseE_SK| | that records "
reflect the following Codl calls were made from subject '
LASSOFF 'S residence telephone ME 1~2620. . o ,
Date * - ' 7-, .- Place Called . B Telephone .

' - : , SR L Number

- - Investigation previously conduc Boston
Division ?gge;gined that telephone number is
tad o .
_New
advised the Boston Division that] [Ts a numbex . -
Bookie in Providence, Rhode Island, ™ % A

Intelligence Division, United States
Treasury Department, New Orleans, advised on Augus '

: ently received information that the-

— has discovered some type of
 inatrument or device through which gamblers are able to.make

long distance telephone calls but cirecumvent the recording -
of these calls by the telephone company equipment. He o
advised that he received this information from an Internal Revenue
A%:nt in Miami, Florida, and was under the impression that

the Miaml Office was familiar with the operation of this device
and might have additional information regarding its operation.

He advised that he is particularly. interested in.
determining if such a device is in existence as he has been
. ~supervising an investigation of large scale gambling operations
.of such operators as BENJAMIN LASSOFF and :umerous others
throughout the country and he has recently noticed that there
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" phone activity. He also advised that he has received information
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has been a surprising decrease in their long dlstance tele~

from a New Orleans gambler that the gambling cixcles ain

been able to circumvent the telephone toll charges. ointed

out that approximately three years ago the telephone company
was able to stop a number of empleyees from makxng a toll call

without recording it.

Repeated efforts have béen made to locate

and has -
8 mother, .
This residence

8 18
New Orleans telephone

whexreabouts not

an date of return to New. Orleans not .
known. :

As is apparently a Ne room at
New Orleans ng racing season a dit nal .
efforts will not be made to locate him, unless the interviews
with the other individuals named set forth in the
referenced report are unproductive. - L

INFORMANTS ;

i —L«vho :Ls ‘known to the Bureeu. [:l is _' ,‘

who 1is nown.to'fhe Bureau,

;:D* o

8. located at area and Inquiry in the nelghborhood -
developed that is visiting relatives, current .
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