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To Operator's Long-Distance· Call Scheme 
NEW YORK (UPI) -A New York 

University telephone operator .has 

been arrested for ringing up an un­
paid phone bill of $1 mllllon in what 

may be the biggest telephone fraud ill 
history, authorities said Thursday. 

· The operator, Robert Dunlap, aJ:. 
legedly ran a cut-rate, long-distance 

service to JIUike contact with and ar­
range deals tor New York busln~ 

man. 
Dunlap. 36. was arrested earlier 

this week by Investigators for the 

Manhattan district attorney's office 

as he sat al~>ne In the NYU operators' 

room. 
A New York Telephone Co. spokt!!r 

woman said Dunlap used a force of 

salesman called "leaders" to arrange 

the deals and he made the telephone 

connections from his operators' room 

, on the 2:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. shift. 

Uon from the garment district. the 

spokeiwo~ said. 
Tbrougb Dunlap. the service In­

eluded calls to Braz11. Stnppore. 
Tballand, Ecuador. Israel. West Ger­
many. Turkey. FrJnce. Be~um. 

Bong KOD& and ChJD.O. England, Iran, 

South Africa. the United Ai"ab Emir­

ates and Indonesi8. 
""1'111,1 PJ Just sat at NYU aad made 

tile· eeDDeettou. • tile spekeawomu 
Ald. "'It wu very well oraaatzea. Be­
kept Rood recorda and wu a · very 

leod market ltratelfst. • · 

"It, Indeed, he made $1 mllllon as 
he claimed," the spokesWoman said, 

"then It is not only the biggest fraud 

New York Telephone ever had, buUn 

the whole country." 
New York Telephone discovered 

the allegedly fraudulent calls during 

an audit of Its recor~ In October. 

box'' to make the calls. which he told 

authorities he placed illegally for 

tour years. · 

The ooz; an electronic device 

about the size of a hand-held calcula­
tor, enables the caller to transmit a. 
signal to- the- telephone company"s 

long-distance switching equipment. 

Dunlap allegedly dialed numben 

beglnnlng with 800 or 555, the pre­

fixes tor ton-tree and Information 

numbers. 

Before the calls were completed. 

Dunlap allegedly transmlted signals 

from the blue box indicating that the 

calls had been terminated but keep­

ing the line open tor another call. . 

Dunlap will be arraigned In Man­
hattan Criminal Court Nov. 26 OD 

. charges of theft of services and poe­

session of burglars tools. U convict­
to 


