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DATE: 3/25/74

i':c- 106

On 2/19/74~ ladvised that he had acquired
a multi-frequency generator utilized to circumvent the ?~lling

of long-distance telephone calls (a blue box) from a source in
the Los Angeles area who had in his possession 5,000 circuit
boards which would be utilized in the manufacturing of these
blue boxes. Informant related that this blue box was in the
form of a desk calculator.

TO DIRECTOR, FBI

~~~OS ANGELES (87-36701) (P)

i MULTI-FREQUENCY GENERATOR
. USED TO CIRCUMVENT THE

BILLING OF LONG-9ISTANCE
r TELEPHONE CALL~" BLUE BOX)

FBW

!
, f

Encibsed for the Bureau, Dallas, and the Minneapolis
Divisions are two copies of two photographs each of a new type
of blue box device which is being manufactured in the Los
Angeles, California, area.

Informant related that the blue box in this form
would be a problem to any agency which was seeking such a device
unless the agency was~<8;:''lCf-'t~}present f1~~ ?'~I~; I

In view o\fY-t~e fact tha~\ma~y Offic~~~'~~;OUg/out the

(

Bureau are in the process of conducting investigations of a
Fraud By Wire nature involving the blue box devices, copies
of photographs of this device in its present form are being
furnished to the Minneapolis and Dallas Divisions for their
infonnation. Copies are also being furnished to the Bureau
with the sugge~tion that these photographs be distributed to
other offices who are con~~ting investigation regarding this
dev~ce ."'. '. ,'j ,~.,. "., ..,....' •

.... , _,. '".) i.,"' .... • ..~ ~.-'

Bureau (~~~~f!(RM)
Dallas (Encls. 4) (RM)

2 - Minneapolis (Encls. 4)

~ 3 - ~S_in2eles

rr PEQ/rsr\ )
~ " ~ MAY 1 -L1.1t17~. S S . B

5010 10' 73J15 D. . avtngs onds Regularly on the Prryl'oll Savings Plan



LA 87-36701

The Los Angeles Office at the present time is
obtaining photographs of the interior of this blue box and upon
completion of this examination and photographing, it will be
transmitted to the Radio Engineering Section of the FBI Laboratory
for their perusal.

The informant is continuing to ascertain the identities
of the individuals responsible for the manufacturing of this
device and its distribution.

Investigation continuing at Los Angeles concerning
instant matter.

- 2* -
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UNITED STATES C 'ERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

=DIRECII10R/,F, 'I
ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

/

; , L S ANGELES (87-36701) (p)

LTI-FREQUENCY GENER~QR

UNIT'T6 CIRCUMVENT 'rHE
BILLING OF LONG DISTANCE
'TELEPHONE CALLS,
(BLUE BOXES),
FRAUD BY WIRE

DATE: 4/9/74

3/25/74.
Re Los Angeles letter to the Bureau dated

Enclosed, under separate cover, for the Radio
Engineering Section, FBI Laboratory, is a blue box
simulated to represent a desk calculator, one black case,
and one ear plug, along with instructions to utilize this
box.

r lacquired enclosed blue box from one of
his sour!es In the tos Angeles area. He indicated these
blue boxes are being produced in the Los Angeles area and
that approximately 5,000 circuit boards are being utilized
in the manufacturing of these blue boxes. He related the
blue box has been made in a form of a desk calculator and
would not be detected in a search of the premises by police
officers looking for a blue box.

b2
b6
b7C
b7D

The device is activated when the ear piece is /,
plugged into the calculator.and the set ~s_. t:ne~.; ~n>?(" _

The in.forma tion EXi~J~shed~~he/in.fclr.riianthas
been made available to the Pacific Telephone Company as
well as the General Telephone Company, of the Los Ange~.:...t ~.>'}'7'~: -"'_._~",,

area in order that they may be aware of this new type of
blue box device. 1!1 APR 12 1 !

The in.formant has furnished the Los Angeles _ .,....,...",_.. ·%"rf,,::.?)

Division of the FBI with this n.e..~_~typeQf b~1Je.,..P9~<:l~yice .#'I'1(Y..'
and this device is being sent to the FBI Laboratory, Rad" ,
Engineering Section, .£or their e::ca~i:W:~~Q~ -a.~need-E0 ~-~,~)

1?e ret_~~~~tQ_~e Los Angeles !;hVlSlon. 1<;\(';"-:' <l-IHj7'f- ~~t\~l/
3- Bureau ' '~

(1 - Package c\~ (Attn: Radio Engineering Sectio

2~U:_rae] os I 0<:.. ,"' ·b;l , . bN .

:MAY 15 19lAu.s. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Sa~ings Plan

/



LA 87-36701

Within the last two weeks special agents of the
Pacific Telephone Company conducted a seaI'ch of the residence
of an individual in the Los Angeles area seeking a blue box
and found five of the type which the informant furnished
the Los Angeles Office.

- 2 -



SAC, Los ADgeles (8'1-36701) June 11, 19'14

Dtreetor, FBI (87...1312'l6)

t~ULT11!Pc~ENC¥.GDUATOR
~'J;Q ...r;mCJD4t:iNI,-IB~
BU,lt'(HCtOF.. LOWG.DJBfA.1llCE
-TEJ,EPBQN.!-~~~<~~!!EBOXES),
FRAUD BY WIRE ,

1 - Mr. Gebhardt

r=J
ttn o s. Moh~

1 -
1 -

.~ li

He Los ADgelea letter 4/9/"14, forw.rd1Dg a blue box for
reteatiOll by the FBI Laboratory.

The Radio ltMglaeerlDg Secti01l bas Iut.d an oppo:rtaD1ty to
examine the dmee you subm.1tted. It wll1 be particularly useful
18 maid. comparis0D8 with similar dev1e. :which may be
submitted ia the future. Ita d1spi8e. as a desk ea1ealator is
effective aDd ill openUma it Is probably .e of the moat accurate
blue boxes yet submitted.

The dev1ee ues bear iategrated e1reuits (operaUoaal
amplUiel'8) as oacl11atora pro't'1d1Dg a hJgh degree of re1labtl1ty.
Its double aided eircuit board, preeUUoD r..utol'8, aad transistorised
switching are all lDdicat1Ye of ita sophiatteated dlNJiID- Overall,
the deY1ce bas the appearaaee of baYiag beea commerelally produced.

b6
b7C

I IMAILED 4

,JlJi\J 111974
C't"\'-'~ . ~ L
L'JPW:~h'--- fBI

(6)Assoc. Oir.

Dep, AD Adm.

Dep. AD Inv. _

Asst.Oir.:
Admin. __

Compo Syst.

Ext. Affairs _

Files & Com. _

Gen. Inv. __

Ident. __

Inspection _

I"tell. __

Laboratory _

Plan. & Eval. _

Spec. Inv. - Ilt _
Training _ ,~

Legal Caun. -c 7JU .
Telephone RmJ/iI ~
Director Sec'y _ MAIL R



Airtel

From: Director, FBI
()
J1!ILT!..:F~.QXJ1EH~IQll,..
UNIT, TO. GJ,RCU.MY.EliI-.mE.·,·
BILLING. OFLONGJ)I~CE,.
'IELEfIiQtjE '~S- (BLUE BOXES),
FRAUD BY 'WIRE

t:I I
1 - Each Assistant Director

To: SAC, Albany
6/19/74 b6

b7C

Attached for all Offices are two copies of a
photograph of captioned blue box.

A Los Angeles source recently acquired this blue
box which is being produced in the los Angeles, California,
area.

',j An examination by the Bureau Laboratory, Radio
Engineering Section, revealed the following noteworthy
characteristics of this blue box:

1. It is disguised as a desk. calculator and has
appearance of being commercially produced.

2. Most accurate blue box yet to be submitted.

~--HOTE l'N 11': 2. . .

15 JU\ -:') 1974

SI~E

... ~ ...•. -., t

"'rol

i
I
I
i
---...,..--,------1..

!--"'-"'-'---lr/!A!~r·.D 3

·l 'z IJ ].;

MAIL ROOM

3. Utilizes linear integrated circuits (operational
.'.! /' amplifiers) as oscillators providing a high

I~,.::/ {·v&----- degree of reliability.

\ Enclosures (2)
!

2 - Each FIeld Uffice (Encl - 2~(l!jASSQc. Oir.

~:;~'ltFiles &

Gen. Inv

Ident.
Inspection _

Intoll. _,..",:,{'

Laboratory
Plan. &

Spec Y._

Training __

Legal Coun. _

Telephone Rm. _

Direetor Sec'y

D.p. AD Adm.

D.p. AD Inv. _

Asst.Oir.:



/

Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MULTI-FREQUENCY GENERATOR UNIT

4. Has a double sided circuit board,precision
resistors, and transistorized switching, all of
which are indicative of its sophisticated design.

5. Blue box is activated when ear piece is plugged
into the calculator and set is turned on.

The above should be brought to the attention of
appropriate personnel of each Office and security personnel
of telephone companies.

NOTE: This airtel describes and attaches photographs of a
highly sophisticated unusual blue box submitted by a Los
Angeles source recently. The airtel describes noteworthy
characteristics of this blue box vchich v!aS examined by the
Radio Engineering Section of the Laboratory. The unusual
nature of this blue box necessitates all Offices and appropriate
security personnel of respective telephone companies to be
made aware of this blue box.

-2-



FBI

Tran8lllit in . Via Airtel
('ntpe in plainte:llt or code) -...;;;;,;;;;....;..=------------

...... _------------------------------ (Precedence)

Fro~ctor, FnI

J:1\L1;J'1:7~~E~~9Y GEPERi~TUR.
ut·;IT r;-C' 'R~'tt'" E ."",,-,

JiILLIW:: uF LUNG 0" nNCE
'EEL"" bm~'CAn:""w, BlUE~&riEs),

FRiiUD BY WIRE

To: S.dC, ,tilbany
6/19/74

(Date)

b6
b7C

Most accurate blue box yet to be submitted.

It is disguised as a desk calculator and hos
appearance of being commercially produced.

B Los ~ngeles source recently acquired this bll~

box which is being produced in the Los ~ngeles, CAlifornia,
area.

J~ttached for all Offices are two copies of a
photograph of captioned blue box.

Utilizes linear integrated circuits (operational
amplifiers) as oscillators providing a high
degr~e of reliability.

'2)~
eld Office (Encl - 2)- ICC-- r.Ar':~~""'''''''''''''~

--j
.~

::e

t
~ An examination by the Bureau Laboratory, Radio
~ Engineering Section, revealed the following noteworthy
! characteristics of this blue box:



Airtel to SAC. Albany
RE: MULTI-FREQUENCY GENERATOR UNIT

4. Has a double aided circuit board, precision
resistors, and transistorized switching, all of
which are indieative of its sophisticated design.

5. Blue box is activated when ear piece i. plugged
into tha calculator and set is turned on.

The above should be brought to the attention of
appropriate personnel of each Office end security personnel
of telephone companies.
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To: S",C,~lbany
6/19/74

(Date)

J:~ttached for all Offices are two copies of a
photograph of captioned blue box.

H Los Rngeles source recently acquired this bll~

box which is being produced in the Los ~ngeles, CAlifornia,
area.

An examination by the Bureau Laboratory, Radio
Engineering Section, revealed the following noteworthy
characteristics of this blue box:

1. It is disguised as a desk calculator and hds
appearance of being commercially produced.

2. Most accurate blue box yet to be submitted.

3. Utilizes linear integrated circuits (operational
amplifiers) as oscillators providing a high
degree of reliability.

Enclos~

2 - Eaf4 Field ~ice (Encl - 2)

b6
b7C

fir!_....,..;
(

?-

7-00- I';;;
} SEARCH~_~..,..... ~INN.1JP\)£o-t---­
SERIALlZ~l:.D_ .._ ---;
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fBI-ANCHOR
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0-9 (Rev; 2-14-74)

FBI

Transmit in Via oM!rtel
(Type in plainteu or code} ---------------

------------------------- (Precedence}

1. It is disguised as a desk calculator and hds
appearance of being commercially produced.

An examination by the Bureau Laboratory, Radio
Engineering Section, revealed the following noteworthy
characteristics of this blue box:

(Date)

6/19/74
S.~C ,~lbany

8 Los 8ngeles source recently acquired this blL~

box which is being produced in the Los Angeles, CAlifornia,
area.

To:

Director ,,~.aI
'....\;~,

'<
J::.."j;,J - FREQUENCY GEnE~T(jR

ur-aT'T\.? CIRCUMVENT THE"'"
rlIL:""INGuF WNG"'.pi ST.nNCE "'-."\,,
TELEPHONE CALLS ~UE B0XES),
FRt~UD BY WIRE j.;~,

' ...
" -.I\ttached for all Offices are two copies of a

photograph of captioned blue box.

2. Most accurate blue box yet to be submitted.

3. Utilizes linear integrated circuits (operC\tional
amplifiers) as oscillators providing a high
degree of reliability.

Enclosures~

2 - Each

b6
b7C



Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MULTI-FREQUENCY GENERATOR UNIT

4. Has a double .ided circuit board. precision
resistors. and transistorized switching. all of
which are indicative of its sophisticated design.

5. Blue box is activated when ear piece ia plugged
into the calculator and set is turned on.

The above should be brought to the attention of
appropriate personnel of each Office and security personnel
of telephone companies.

-2-
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FBI

Trmlsmit in Via .Hrtel
(Type in plaintu:t or code) ---=-.;.;...;..-=-:..------------ (Precedence)

----- - - ---------------------------

To:

Director, F.dI

6/1S/74
(Date)

..
.Q..,
.5-

\
i ::...r I :1R§ql}J;;l~QX..."(;~L::::~.T.VR
U1·.-T_~_IRCm1YD.~I. ....IHji'.,-~

~.u.I.) Ii:~.G Vl':.,WNG Di.';)lnN~Z..
'(If.L.E:gJ;iQN.~, 9~\w,..:) (bLUE . , j\ESl.t-
FRi~UD BY \HRE

'..
'\,

~~ttached for all\Offices are two copies of a
photograph of captioned blue box.

J:~ J...os imgeles source recently acquired this blue
box which is being produced in the Los ~ngeles, California,
area.

An examination by the Bureau Laboratory, Radio
~ngineering Section) revealed the following noteworthy
characteristics of this blue box.:

1. It is disguised as a desk calculator and hclS

appearance of being commercially produced.

2. J:·1ost accurate blue box yet to be submitted.

3. Utilizes linear integrated circuits (operational
amplifiers) as oscillators providing a high
degree of reliability.

Enclosures (2)·

./

2 - Each Field 0ffice
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.) t~~~'~;ll /,...:'~':u.".l.I.'"'l-L..--I..y

til-I -/CI~~C--------------
~
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MULTI-FREQUENCY GENERATOR UNIT

4. Has a double sided circuit board, precision
resistors, and transistorized switching, all of
which are indicative of its sophisticated design.

5. Blue box is activated when ear piece 18 plugged
into the calculator and set is turned on.

The above should be brought to the attention of
appropriate personnel of each Office and security personnel
of telephone companies.
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