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A 19-year-old blind student caused 
some crossed circuits at tbe Unlve~ty 
of South F1orlda recently after he claimed 
ht whistled his way to fr~ long-distance 
telephone caUs. 

Miamian Joe Engressla ha<~ been 
blind since birth and developed super· 
~>en!ll tlve ears. 

"One day when I wa.o; about eight 1 
accidentally discovered I could cut oper· 
a tors off by whistling Into the phone," he 
told USJo"s student ne.,..spaper, The Ora
cle. 
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"One thing led to anothPr, and I grad· 
ually IMmed how to place complete 

.....--'""II 'i..b..'l.w.hlstllntt..:.:.Jl sa ld ...._---..,.--.....,. 
ually ll.•arned how to pia~ complete 
calls b)" whiStling," he said. 

As an tlectrlcal engln~ring s tudent, 
Engres.~a boned up on telephone compa-
ny repnlr manual'l by having persons 
read the thick technical book.<s to him. 

F"inally he said he learned to exactly 
dupllca te the sounds madc:- over telephone 
circuits during long·<llstance telephone 
calls. 

Engresslo& cla imed he could pick up a 
telephone, whistle several not~. and lm· 
mediately be connected wnh telephones 
anywher£' In the United StattS. Naturally 
he did all this without touchlna the dial. 

A Cenet;.~l Telephone Co. !ipokesman • 
In St. Petersburg today said ti Is Impos
sible to dupUcatl' th£' whl~tllna feat here. 

"We did connrm that our Tampa 
branch hu liOmethlna like th.ta under In· 
vstlcatlon," said J . S. CrHham or the 
St. Petersburc Tell'phone company. 

•· It could happen - but did It really?'' 
he aslcMI. " It would take a lot or 10phlstl· 
cated equipment and t'vrn thrn probabll· 
Jty of being able to do this 111 rcmott' ,'' he 
uld. 

"But we don 't have any equipment 
llkl' that (equipment In Tampa) .o nolh· 
Ina will happen for anyont whistllna Into 
a tell'phone her@," he added 

lie did uy, however, that liOme dlrt'ct 
dlallnc cqulprnl'nt is optrnted by a Rrles 
ot tonet .cnt over telephonl' wires. 

The word or Eni!Tf!ssla •a talrmta 1100n 

eot around OSF"s 'l'ampa campu and hr 
said aroups of "25 to 40 ~tudf'nt.s" wtore 
tollowlnc him around a kine him to 
place tree lone dlsUinrl' t('ltphODf' calli 
for tl~m 

F.nlrt'lo! Ia plavM veral ro~ll for 
frlendc and then hta 11)'Jtrrn brokl' dov.n. 

"l w .. trying to phll't' a Colli for a litU· 
dllnt to Long lllland," h11 IUIId. '' I whill· 
tied wrona and aot Montreal by ard 

fl. 
dent. Thrn r prt'tentled to be on operator 
and asked tin! Montreul of)l'rutor to help 
me dial the corrt"(:t Long lslal)d numbrr. 

"Shl'. was :o;usplclous ,lfld monitored 
the rail. Naturally the ~>lodl•nt I plar«< 
thl' C"ali through for talkl'd t'Xten.,tvl:'ly 
about the 'whiz kid' who phltMI h1s [ree 

rail ThP operator broke In and managed 
to gN the student to ldc:-ntUy himself and 
whrrr he was railing from," he said. 

t-;ngr!'!..'iln W!Ui thrn t'U lf('(j OOfOfC 
USI-''Ii l.lran ol mrn ancJ 'Uktl<•nded ta-t 
Nov. 15 on the arounds hP c·omrntttt'd 
thc>ft . A review ol that !.U~JX'INOn Ill now 

pendinl: 
Jlolll'VI'r. Ceneral Trlf'phonf' In T,cmJlol 

"aid It \\ol~n't eotna to brllljt < har.:rs 
against t-:ngre!'.'>la, In flirt , 11 .loJIOkt•.,mnn 
hllld thl' t"Ompany miJ1hl hh r him If lJSP 
R PllfUVt'll. 

Thr t!.'lvphonr t•ompany did hJ.ty, how 
tver, It was roln& to turn all rvld!'lll'l" In 
the ca"e over to tht •'Bl, to M't' whethrr 
the"' wu a vtolatlon ol rrorral Ia"'· 

And what do hi Jld rt'nh In Mt;cnll, 
think or their aon! 

"Wl''rt aolne 11.1 ~tick rl11ht by him." 
Ml'l. E~thl'r Enar('~ht,, ~o~ald " AnyonP 
who ran oullimarl a l'Omput!.'r - I'm 
wllh lltPm," lihe said. 

Cash For 
'rherr '¥ money In Sl l'rttn.hur~t 

un hhlf'- or tiM\ lark ollt 


