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Times.

, Dec. 11, 1948 “

USF To Rule Today

On Whistler's Fate

Times Burean
TAMPA

- University of
South Florida officials said
vesterday they will decide
today if blind student Joe En-
gressia will be dismissed for
allegedly  defrauding tele-
phone companies.

Engressia, an electrical en-
gineering junior student from
Miami, faces expulsion or
probation for using a whis-
tling technique to place free

long distance telephone calls
lor fellow students,

Dr. Herbert Wunderlich,
USF vice president and dean
of student aflfairs, said he will
announce his decision today
alter hearing a recommenda-
tion from the board of disci-
pline and appeals.

THE NINE - MEMBER
board met until late yesterday

to evaluate testimony present-
ed during a two-hour hearing.

Engressia, blind from birth,
is appealing a USF offer to
withdraw and lose credit for
the current term or be sus-
pended, If Engressia had
withdrawn there would be no
official entry against his col-
lege record but a suspension
would have meant an unfavor-
able entry on his USF rec.
ords

Mrs. Josel Engressia, moth-
er of the student, said that if

the ruling is unfavorable and |

her son is expelled.she will |

appeal the case tp the State

Board of Regents or seek civil |

court action.

DURING YESTERDAY'S
well - attended hearing, En-
gressia’s counsel, student pro-
test leader Paul Wallace,

—

sought to prove the blind stu-
dent did not commit larceny
under Florida law when the
[ree calls were made.

Wallace argued that En-
gressia did not permanently
deprive the telephone compa-
ny of its property and he did
not steal telephone company
equipment.

During his testimony, En-
gressia declared, It all start-
ed with a bet and the students
practically forced me and
begged me to make the calls.
I stopped on my own Initia-
tive,

“I'm not ashamed of the
feat., It was .a mistake and
I'm sorry 1 did it, but not be-
cause | got caught. My action
was totally irresponsible and
it shouldn't be condoned, but I
don't think I should be penal-
ized for a first offense so se-
verely that it practically cuts
off my education.”
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