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Blind Lad Quits Fraud, Joins Phone Firm

“My ambition is lo own my own small |

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Jnsef Carl
Engressia dr., who became inferested in fele-
phones because of his blindness and says
he learned to eall around the world withaut
being billed for it, starts his first job Mon-
day— with a telephone company.

“l puess they'll have me do whalever I
can that they need done; maybe [ can work
on the lest board," sald Engressla, 22. He
will be a $2-an-hour emplove of the Millington
Telephone Co., a small independent in subur-
ban Memphis,

It is his second recent encounter with a
telephnne company.

Earlier this year he was arrested and
charged with defrauding South Central Bell
by using moulh whistles amplified by a spec-
jally built electronic device to make long
distance calls and bypass the company's
billing equipment.

He sayz he could call for [ree anywhere
in the eountry or in the world and once
even called around the world and talked to
himself on a second telephone.

Engressia was fined $10 and given a 60-day
suspended jall sentence after being convicted
of maliclous mischiel in the South Central
Bell case. City Court Judge Ray Churchill
noted that there was no legal record of the
alleged calls and threw out the fraud charges
on grounds of insufficlent evidence, He found
Engressia  guilty instead of malicious
mischief.

"I can understand how he was driving them
crazy," the judge said.

During a weekend interview, Engressia said
that as a child his main contaclt with penple,
hecause of his blindness, was the telephone.
S0 he called penple and talked to them.

He said he first became interested in the
technical aspects at the age of 7 when a
“mean babysitler” put a lock on his tele-
hone. He learned to circumvent that and dial
y using the disconnect buttons.

He grew up in Miami where his family
still lives and spent 4% years as a math-
emalics major at the University of Southern
FFlorida, He had a friend in college build

the electronic device thal converted his whis-
tle into a multifrequency sound and allowed
him {o circumvent long distance billing
aquipment.

He moved fo Memphis earlier this year,
lonking for a job.

He says he developed the whistling lechnl-
que by trial and error after discovering that
touch tone telephones, when dialed, made a
tone he could duplicate.

“I used to place calls all over the world
with those whistles," Engressia sald, “Aus-
tralla and West Germany used to be iwo
of the easiest places (o call. And once I
called the American Embassy in Moscow and
asked them whal kind of phone they had."

He said he had twe telephones In his room
and decided to call himself around the world
lo see how Jong it would take the sound
of his voice to go in one receiver and out
the other, *It flook eight seconds," he
reported.

Engressia said with tongue In check that
the telephone company should not be upset
about that particdlar incident because,
“technically, it was a local call.”

Bul his hobby was found out, he says, when
he complained to South Central Bell about
the difficulty of placing some calls, The com-
pany, upon investigaling, found that he had
not been billed for them, he said. So they
investigated further.

Engressia had a similar run-in with a tele-
phone company in Florida but escaped with
a warning, he said,

W. 5. “Babe" Howard, president of Milling-
ton, offered Engressia a job after hearing of
ihe charges placed against the young man
by South Central Bell.

“It will be interesting to see just how far
a blind person can go in this business," How.
ard said.

Engressla says he has high hopes.

“1 think having that job will be the solution
lo many of my problems."” he said.

And he said he is finished with attempting
illegal long distance calls for free.

Howard has done lois for me, more than

most other penple, I couldn’t do that to him.

“I just didnt have a [riendly feeling toward
Bell. 1 was nung up on phones bul couldn't
work on them, so I had to do it illegally,"
he said.

{elephone company some day, but I probably
will never have the money," Engressia said.
“If 1 did, 1 could call it ‘South Central
Braille.” ™
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SAVE 40% to 65%!
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TABLECLOTHS

This is a marvelous opportunity for you
o to save—come in and see our beautiful
assortment of machine washable,
tumble dry tablecloths. Irish linen/cotton with
na-iron and stain release finish. White, ave-
cado, gold, blue and seme red in group.
Hurry, the guantity is limited. Sorry, no mail
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