
Exploding The Phone
www.explodingthephone.com
Bibliographic Cover Sheet

db968

Title Illegal Phone Ears Reported

Publication Utica New York Daily Press

Date 1978-00-00

Author(s) AP

Abstract AP coverage of the Draper press conference on REMOBS

Keywords REMOB; John Draper

The following pages may contain copyrighted material.  We believe that our use of this material for non-commercial educational and
research purposes constitutes "fair use" under Section 107 of U.S. Copyright Law.  If you wish to use this material for purposes that
go beyond "fair use," you must obtain permission from the copyright owner, if any.  While it will make us slightly sad to do so, we
will nonetheless comply with requests from copyright owners who want their material removed from our web site.



» U u . \U'i-txi^ h- • i~^ 

Probe Could Put Different 
Light on Marston's Future 

Illegal Phone Ears Reported | 

W ASH1NC.T0N AP - The Philadelphia office of 
u:.:\.!::<.\i l' S attorney Da\id Marston has told the 
• l^' . :u ' IVpartn-.er.t it is investigating two LVrr.«.' 
v:.-.':c k\r.grt->s::u-n a Justice Department source 
>:-.'.i T\: t--jav 

\: :"e sank' lime. a:i administration official »r.n 
uclir.t-d to tv r.amt-o said that Marston. a Republi-
> .ir. appointee who has be*n told he will be repLuwl 
';. .1 De mix rat mav be allowed to remain m offict 
•>\l.r..\-l) it the Justice Department decides he ."> 
: vi-vito :n ongoing investigation 

The department team that >pont part of Mor.d.r. 
'." Philadelphia ha> told Attorney Central Gnffir. B 
Hell thy. the U S attorney's office is investigating 
Krp> Jvshua Kilbcrg and Daniel Flood 

ihe Justice Department officially refused to say if 
treinve.vigatienisur.derwav 

But Rob navel, a department spokesman, did cor. 
::rm that the .5 man team had answered the quest \n 
A nether there is a probe of Kilberg and Flood 

The matter has stirred a turer.txvause ef the 
r.irter administration's p!an> to replace MatVon 
>5 with a Democrat 

Carter has >aid he tried to -peed up Marston s 
i.^'.er after getting a call from Kilberc about tutr 
months a^o The prc'iriw.t -said he prodSvd Bel! 'to 
t xpodi:e"Tii> plans to replace Marstor. 

But the administrator, has denied having any 
!\r.ow!t-dge at that time that Mar>ton was aivestigat-

: either Eilberg or Flc^vi 
The cor.troversv took another :wi>t Ti,c: ia\ whet 

Rep James J Florio D-N J emerged from a White 
Hu-.se meeting to rvivr' that d r i e r said the Justice 
iV-partnie-ii- -s-tiT-tamifi t--r<Tvrv-ot>itL-t-»>-4tn-d-e»ui .it i,<\— 
berg and F'.^d were under investigation Florio 
who >a;d he wa> taking note.- during the meoting 
quoteei Carter JS saving "The attorney genera! a> 
late as today has teen unable even lo ascertain the 
e\;>tence of anv :tr.estista'.ion involving Democra t 
congressmen in Pennsy.v^ma "Lit of the V S tntcr 
ne-v% office m Philadelphia " 

'The Gannett News Service reported that Reps. 
Florio a.id Robert Edgar. D-Pa.. both said they 
urged Carter to reconsider the decision to replace 
Marston. i 

White House spokesman Jc-.iy Powell challenged 
Florio .- account of what the president said Powell 
said in a statement The president's comments this 
morning were riirevtt-d toward allegations that Con
gressman Eiiberg was under investigation They 
were based upon statements h\ Atty Gen Bell at 
the cabinet meeting Monday morning that he had no 
evidence that Congressman EiIN?rg .was the target 
<••:' anv investigation " r 

"The President > ..imments were not ba:-ed upvr. 
anv report from the >i;ur. Ju>t:ce Department team 
in Philadelphia as he ha> had no reDort from them 
ThcJaiam did no; begin to arrive In Philadelphia 
until Mcndav morning " 

P^w-el 
..nders;a;ic. 

crete-u Carter 

. e . t> .'-. a news crieiing tnat it was 
!e' '.h.v F'.orie »uppo>ed!y niisinttr-
statem.er.t 

The investigation ot Eiiherg and Flood bv 
.Marstun's office reportedly has" to do with the 
obtaining of millions of dollar in federally subsidized 
loans to Vatic ar. addition to Hahnemann Hospital in 
Philadelphia Philadelphia newspapers have report
ed that Eiiberg's law'partners got fees of around 
5oCv '>'«?> to represent tr.e hospita! in obtaining the 
federal loans 

The Justice Department team that went to Phila 
del phi a to assess the situation consisted of Thomas 
Henderson, head of the public integrity section in 
the criminal division. Micnael Sbaheen. "in charge of 
the department's office of professional responsibili-
tv and Russell Baker Jr. Bell's deputy in charge of 
the organised crime section 

Efforts to reach the three men for comment 
yesterday were unsuccessful 

Bell sai.i the three men went to Philadelphia to 
make sure that any investigations by Marston's off
ice .vould be "vigorously pursued' without any loss 
of momentum 

NEW YORK lAP' — A freelance telephone con 
sultant who made his name by shortcutting phone 
company billing systems claimed Tuesday that the-
American Telephone |t Telegraph Co has developed 
a computer system with which it can listen in unde
tected on calls across the country. 

An AT&T spokesman denied tnat the company had 
such a system 

Consultant John Draper. 34, claimed at a news 
conference that an AT&T computer svstem in Iowa 
has been programmed to bug tefephone calls 
thousands of miles away undetected by the tapped 
parties 

Asked about the claim, AT&T spokesman John 
Trovato said. "To my knowledge, no such device is 
being tested m Iowa'" He said AT&T has "no such 
system" and "no such capabilities " 

In Washington Randolph Young chief of the Fed
eral Communications Commission's telephone tariff 
division, said. "We're not aware of any centralized 
ability of the telephone company to tap a line, but 

obv iouslv thev have some capability in this regard 
Young" said has staff consults periodically with 

telephone companies to determine that they are 
complying with the law when there is monitoring in 
connection with court orders 

• The capability does exist It w as demonstrated to 
me and it really blew me out," said Draper, who 
works as a consultant to businesses who want to 
reduce their phone bilh 

Draper is also known as "Captain Crunch 
because he once used whistles offered as prizes in 
cereal boxes, to bvpass phone company billing 
svstems His skill at such activities has made him 
something of a folk hero among other self styled 
"Phone Phreaks" - people who delight in playing 
with telephones, often to circumvent charges 

Draper pleaded innocent last November in Penn
sylvania, to charges of theft of trade secrets and 
cnminal'conspiracv against the telephone company 
The case has not yet come to trial He is currently 
on probation after"four months in jail on a 1976 con
viction for simHar activities 
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