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EAPPINESS IS A BIUE BOX
N st o ¥ ‘Volvex
2SR E day g *" . ; Underground Préss Syndicatg
£y Phone ‘phresking 1s a,rapidly-gﬁ:owing sport among the radical ,left,.,agd even among W
.with more conservative viewpoints: - There are few riles to-the game; shd-your opponment cakl be
either the. phonef-company and what 1t repmsents 50 Qr (Juat the computers,, s &'he c.l;anms af arrest .
prav‘ides the kick.” e Trom Amgrile, & ool oo
. A few thréaka have go‘ttex; t;;e boot. : Joh.n ‘Draper was sirested 1n° mi and ‘aceuse of hein.
Capttip Crunch; the ﬂamoua _phione: ‘phreak electronic genius, Dreper;-an-elect e
allegedly. s ,,w e ta &efraud [ the telephone” company by "ceusing to be trahdmf %:pg' ‘y;sre sig-
- nals %oenter theolong-distatice circuits t6 avoid lawful. charges. from April 18‘2 +659 Megy a1
H:ls.ﬁﬁ@’l ‘Hag béen. dei‘."'for hfov. 28 fn San .T'ose, Cal. ‘Hé faces's. po%sisie‘ pige: jfe%qw&d/or
W 090 ine a5 s 88 > c—t 2 after es- :
T ‘ Captafn erunch, one Gf" the older ﬁh:reaks ¥ took hia name from the discovery tHat ihe whis-
'!:le given away 1n‘Cap€ain Crunch cereals several. .years ago plays the,. tr&ggering‘ ifrequency to
con!gtf iﬁ}o ‘1¢pg-d‘iatance, ofl-free cirguits: sCrunch: is supposed ‘o 'have & vgh ‘Heififted with
electronic mpmantwmch can:be. hacked up to & phone booth ‘to Hake ‘frée Pond CET1¥"to any
5 place in ’She wb!;ld—" He claims t6 have better: equipment than 'bhe phone nompanzsd cigarette .
lut \no. matter; how mych Draper ‘has ‘used _phones in the past; he ‘won't” % them .
now. 'He anid hig lawyer are going over the case when I call. . Paranois. Plas consults’
his lnvye"r"' g;z 2ach of my, questiotis, fi;nally l;anding him the phone. But® Jdm mﬂ:“%ﬁ up aggix
- -€d Tor  Amor:
a fW g Natér: when T ssk him sbout-his life end hard times. . .. - . Coain, from:
’ ,\wprm,,m q}ac}tronics in"the’ service, -and ¥hen I got out I:used: my semvepé?ﬂiﬁeriene’
to zgetn Joboas am-electronics enzineer,” he seys.” "But then inf1&tdon. threw mecoukiaf a JoW.
gt:i&"?k f,iﬁoifing -for another ip Just had too much- tim on: iy hghd jhet goes thrtough;
Bidl;Moonefiald, 22 jears old,. is facing 25 years and /o $5000. o1 Ziye. 1ok cmatinte. e
waa pic:keﬂ* E outside the YIP: office in Miami Beach -Just before the Eemera%ﬁ"l% ion.
 Mhsre JoHH wga' Feticert to telk, B1ll 1a more’than willing. Aad tifgt-:}' ”pza%ﬂja'immat not
tedq invseveral of the: felony: counts... Wi'bh a alight Southern drawl: he %
the charges came after talking with an operator 'about- nev tones. - L. ’éotm?o‘ m’?th her,
and she was friendly, 8o I.told her: sbout the tones. In fact, I played her tapes' of them.”
Moorefield has been involved 'in radicel politics and phone phregking for some time. He
338 f_bhrown out of the army a couple of years ago 5 then got busted in Atlanta for phreaking.
; ',‘JM&' Peifigi busted “in July, he. was picked up.sgains between contrentions _, his i
South Carglina"by the State Lew E?:forcementrbivision, (SLED) and the phonedcd Y
me ﬂ}?m Migmi?" asked one ag%nt Thejr threetened’ to put him in jail i? yes ‘
4 - 'ion phone for a fr:lehd bu;t if yon'll cooperaté we wbn t;b &
8instions plarined” in Miami?”" et L i
Vi «fo:f'A

y 1'{“&} fiim on their WATS Jine (on»izﬁicil ‘Free calls can bé ‘placed

Bl )ad Jg.ﬁ’@i,gh::byrd, then tried to get Abble. ‘When I couldn't fimd ﬂ\im‘] SERIPG e
TN i ¢r _ «.,;.Ncanlzo ian/>.
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to}one of the phone company agents in a car to find out where he was. They called back to say
Abbie had dropped out of sight for four deys." ! -

Moorefield seys Bell Telephone's irtelligence unit is extremely efficienmt. I bought 7
for a black box in a Radio Shack store a yesr ago under the name George Metesky from New Yors
(City. They knew sbout it." He says the FBI was in on his investigation. "Maybe they're
pissed at me because I used to bill cells to the FPI's credit card number." . :

His voice grows excited as he describes his latest project. "I'm working on & voice scram-
bler. There are so many taps on so many lines that phone phresks will have to start using
scramblers real soon.” He gives me the numbers of some other phreaks before I hang up.

Joe Engressia is blind; but he i{s kaown to phon> phresks as the number one authority on
North American phresking. ; : '

I introduce myself and Joe gives me a few blue box chirps. "But I'm not meking free calls
eny more, nov that I'm working for the Millington Telephone Co.," he says. "Tt's not worth
it any more. I value my job too much.® :

"I esk him ebout people the phone company has harossed. "Well, the guy who wrote the Ram-
Rﬂar’ta article on black boxes was busted only weeks later on 26 counts of felony," he says.

e pleaded guilty to four of them and got five years probation. That's the highest probation
I've heard of for any crime. ' - %

"And then there's this company in Dallas thet wes selling blue boxes for $3000 to business-
€8, saying they were undetectable. Several of the company officers were picked up.” =
- I ask Joe if he reelly is number ors. "That's wast everybody tells me,” he replies,;obvi-
ously pleased. "I was M-Fing (using a miltifrequen-y blue box) in the early '60's. When T
met phone pEreaks > 1t was like opening up a new world. The phonc was a shaping force on my
whole life. i \

. "But ‘T couldn't get a Job. I applicd at seversl phone companies; I wanted to work around
Phoges. Finally T got myself arrested for phresking. T got five Job offers that week. .
"I was just in Iondon," he says provily. "inder.ndent TV wanted to do an interview with
m; fu how blue boxes work.” His voice grows awed. "I even met a member of Parlisment on tF~ 3
show. ‘ _—
I mention fake credit ¢ “ds. "I think it's unet“ical,” he promounces. "The biggest thing—
is that it affects an opersior's billing index. Thc operator gets fired if too many uncollect-
able calls are made through her. Boxing doesn't do that. You're outwitting totally automatic
equipment. Tt's the humen element.” g Ui \ ;
" T ask Joe sbout politics and he rep’ies quickly, A few years ago I was really conservative,
-But now I've ewng the other way because of the phor> company's behavior toward phone phresks,
Jeils just are not correctional."” _ SRR
wg  J0e continues on ancther vein. "Feel free to pulish my number.® (It's (901) 872,-0788.)
f really like getting calls.” Then he whistles me ~ff (Joe has perfect pitch) and T hear the
comnection bresking down and finally tho deadness of the disl tone. A
. Bill Acker, elso blind but known among phone phr sks as the overseas switching expert, has
b*n hassled too. He doens't phresk any more.,
phone company confiscated a lot of my equir.emt and put me on memual service,” he says
agily. "Now I get an operstor instead of a dial tome. The compeny even came down to tjpe
8 ogl I go to and harassed the officials there,, el
¢ . L Was mever prosecuted,” he comtimies. “"Anyome vho's sfraid of being arrested shouldn't
be ‘phone phresking.” : : -
T ask about switching systems. "Firct of all," he responds, "that thing Crunch seid in Es-
quire sbout three phresks tying up the eutire phone ~ystem Just isn't true. There are too many
» eand it's impossible to know which are busy already. But the phone compeny keeps the
rumor glive for public hystcria by not confirming or denying it. They figure they can get ™
‘:xe“support for harsh semtences for phrcaks if the Fublic considers them a danger to the coun-
" Dut why do phreaks do 1%t? _—
. Why does anyome do 1t? "We get sati~faction out of it. Why, there are six countries -- )
Irelend, Austria, South Korea, Indonesie, Behrain ani Kuwait -- which operators can't dial but
phone phregks cen!" |
. Bill von't use phony credit cards either, "It's unethical to bill %o somaone else’s phone,”
he states. He closes by suggesting I read Monopoly, Joseph Goulden's book on Bell Telephone. .

I call a couple more phone phreaks who have been harassed. Jim wes blackmailed by Bell.,

"A special agent of the company came to where I work -nd threstened to talk +4 wv hase 4¢ T



- didn't talk,” he says, righteously engered. "He sdmitted tapping my phone, for six months
. and forced me to sign papers against another party : -ainst my will." Later Pell contacted
. him gbout John Draper. : e
=55 Jack was gbout to graduate from college when the same agent contacted him. "He said
____¥ wouldn't prosecute me if I would sign a statement. Dut I had talked to Jim sfter the
_‘agent had been to see him, s0 I wouldn't sign it," Jack says. "The next ‘night he called and
' threatened to go to the Dean of Men. I hung up om him. i < /
- "The company is scared, but they're a law bresker as well -- they tap phones ‘illegally:"
j _ A couple of months ago American Telephone snd Telegraph and the FBI announced a nstions
74 wide cracksown on phone -phreaks. Then in October they announced they had been successful --
‘they arrested 14 blue=boxers, a record mumber, during September. But the 1k were very siraight
businessmen and white-collar executives, not f-eeks. R : a1 e
¥ And the real phregks continue their fight to beat Ma Bell out of fares. They are un-
i covering new ways of ripping off the phone compeany every ay. Mite boxes, also known as o
' black boxes, allow phresks to receive calle for free and sre probagbly one of the safest meth-
ods of phresking. Friends often arrange signals calling themselves person-to- erson or
calling collect. Parts for the boxes ¢ -3t only $4. Ray Oklshoms outlined construction im
the June '72 Ramparts, but only the 50,000 copies railed to subscribers and a few quickly-
. purchased newsstand copies are availsble. Most of the newsstand coples were withdrawn after
i ATT threatensd to sue.- : : BN =
.~  The blue box; also krown a8 a multi=frequency box, enables phregks to rlace outgoing
.~ free cells.- An M-Fer dials an 800 (t- -free) number vhich connects into a tenden, a phone
‘4 company comnection. The M-Fer seizes (ae tzndem with = 2600-cycle tore. The 800 numbe~
§ stops ringing and the M-Fer signals a ceries of double-frequency tones to complete the . .11,
(¢ free. A blue box with 13 buttons can signal calls anywhere in the United States and to meny
-~ other countries, but for overseas work it should heve 16. : ' =
.~ The loop or toop-around is a set of two comsecutive phone numbers which the phone com-
pany uses as toll-free tect lines. If two people each call one of the numbers they cen talk
~to each other. Ma Bell shuts down loops almost as fast as they are discovered.
Conference lines are a whole set of numbers which can be called by ac uany people as
TOere gre numbers, providing a giant thinktank for phone phresks. Some can be dircct-df aled,
_others requir "a blue box. The telephone company shuts these down ‘quickly too, but phone
phreaks seem to be good at convencing disgruntled cngineers to set up new ones, el ‘
. The red bov, detailed in the October !7T2-Ramp-rts, emits a 2200-cycle tone to foo. “he .~
new one-slot pay phones irto thinking the red-boxe: has paid for the call. ~ ) ;
-». « Then there are fake credit card numbers, telling the operator you lost a dime in & pay
‘phone ;- a paperclip method for free pasy phone calls on General Telephonz equipment and many "
| more. The best source for all of it is the Youth T~ternmational Party Line (152 W. 4278t., =
Room 504, New York, N.Y. 10036. Twelve months for $2). YIPL has covered all the sbove nlus
information on hooking up additional extensions, in-talling equipment to "conference® : call,
the latest credit card codcs end hundreds of ways %o make free pay phone calls. Editec y
phone phresk Al Bell, YIPT. has publishcd the plans and tomes for bluc boxes end the ple: -
for the mute box. s o . 4 436 O e, T
. After Jobn Draper wes seized, YIFL set up the Cap’n Crunch Defense Furd to h- ‘o with the
- legal fees and bail caused by "such obviously poli“icsl telephome busia”. &
- YIPL believes the Bell System is en inhumen “profit gobbler" accumuleting end secturing
. power under which "people are being slaughtered all in the neme of morey”. And since w=2 * -
- give the phon~ company mo-*y we are at fault. So i:'s time to stop peying: A Do
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. % NEW YORK (UPS) -- The Bicentemmial Corp. has dcvised what it coneiders ‘i nov:™. apd--sach
to.the commemcration of ths 200th anmiversa: ” of th> American Revolution. VA

77 8To kick off a bemefil Dec. 4, the group imwvited 1776 guests who will =~ $17.76 pe- per=-
‘secw ($117.76 por couple for patrons for s specisl rhowing of the movie "1Tio" at' Rodio Caty-

© Music Hell.  ‘Guests are invited to wear red, white ond blue. T e B TR Rl
A I O TR YRR THEEEY T T SR, 2 N
;3;;8 SERVICR po. 268 . .- s s ~. Mondz7, ‘Nov. 27,71972"
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