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. tolne of the ~ ~ .;,.;. in a car to filld o1tt ~re he vas. ~ Callec! b~: to .;,;,. . Abbie had drc;>pped out of si.ght• tor four daJS " i · . · · . /I • . , ,~ Moorefield says Jell TelephOne' IB intelligence ubi t is erlremely efficient. I bought r . -. ... ,. \ ' for a b~ck box in a Radio ,Shack ~tore a yee:r ago under th~ name 1George . Metesky :f;"o~ Bev 1 . City. ,They 1mev about it." ·He says tlie FBI:.v~ 1Ji1 on his investigation. "~May~ they'r;e : pissed at me because I used to .bill calls to the .FBI•s credit'• card number. I\ .(I . . • :: His voice grows excited as he describes hi~ l&tef!t projec;t. •t•m worki~ on .a vq,i .ce sc*am-bler. 'Blere·. are. so . .maey ta'Ps o~ so many lines that phOne :phreaks will have to . start Ulling · scramblers real soon." He_ gives me 'Phe ~~ of eome other phreaks _before I hang up ~ Joe Engress~~ is bl~Dd j put he is k:lown to pho~ phreaka as ~ .n~r one autpority ~n North .American p:;.re8king. . ' . . · . I • ·• I introduce m)'sel::f' ,aJld Joe gives me a :fev blue ·box chirps. ":But I'm not , Jie.king free calls 
\ " " ' auy more, now that I'm working for the Milli.Dgton TelePhone Co., he a,eys. It s DOt worth ~ ~ ' I it Siq· mre~ . I value my joo too much. I. ' 

I ask him aboUt people . the phone coJli>any. has barossed. "Well, the guy vho wrote the Ram- . parts article on bla~k boxes was b~d only weeks tater ott 2p coUIIt" of felony,~" ~ says. . "He 'Pleaded guilty to four of them aDd got five years probation. That's the highest probation ·I've beard. of for ~ crime~ .~ · ' , · · . ., ~ADd then tbere';B 't;hi~ c.q~ in P<418s that w.es s~lling blue boxes ~or $3000 ';o business-es, saying theY- were UIIdetectable. SevcraJ.. Qf the co'!DpaW officers were picked up. -I ask Joe if he real.l:Yc is number one. "Tha~'s ~1lat everybody tells m, • he ·repliea,~ obvi~ ousl-1 pleas~. "I~~ M-Fi:1g (using a ~titrequen:w blue tbox) in ,the early · t6o ~s. When I met .·phone 'Phreaks, it vas ·li;ke opening up a Dev world. The -phooo w~ a shaping f'orce OJ?. 1111, whole life. 11 
· • • , 
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: r ..:.l.... ~ 't .couldn •t get a job ~ .' I apPlied at several phone eo~es; I wanted ~.0 iWOrk ~ound . ' ph-y:s· Final.ly I got mysel::f' arrested for phreSking. I got five jab offers that, ~k. " .: ~I , was just in oondon," ~ says prodiy. ~i.Dde~ ... Ddent TV wanted to do taD interview vith _J ~ J. "how blue bo~es ·work. 11 
. Hi: a· vo~ce gr~ws awed~ "I even ~t a ~mber bt Parliament on t eli • ' . /· , . • I .. . ' ~ I mention take credit ~ <" .~da. "' 11I thi nk it's unet~ical," he pronounces : "'Ble bigge.-t th1ng-1~r th*t it atfects ~ opera·:.:~r ·'s billing index.. The operator gets· f'1~ ' if too DI8DY ~~olle~- ' able calls are made tllrough ~r. Doxing qoesn•t do '-that. You•re outwitti~ totally au~matic . equipment. It's the humen element. ~r . · . .• ' r 1. ' '· .. . I ask Joe about politics ali! he rep~.~es q'uicklyJ ''A ~ew yeats ago I Waf . really conserrative, . Jhrt n6w I've. ·a''".!lg the other ·VBY because of the pho~ company's behavior tevard phone phreaks. Jails just ·are . not correctional." : , 

1 

1 • _ - · _ j 
a.i · 'Joe ' continues on enQther. :~in. "Fee:!. f~ to Pu'l'-1.ish. my num~r.•. (It 1.s (901) 8727¢00.) ·1 :t:eallY like gett~ calls.. Then he whistl~s ·me off (Joe has perfect pitch)' ~ ~ hear the comJection breaking dovn and f~nally t~ dead~SIP of the dial tone. . , . . . "' ~ .Bi:P, ,Aeker, also blind but known· amo::lg ~ne phr . alts as-·tp~ overseas svitching expert_, 'bas "'T·~ h&asled too. ~· d~ns 1t phreak 81JY more. · , ~- ' \ · ."The phone compaey contisoated · a lot of my equit;...;ant .8D9 put me on mamtal service,"~ says aJ;gril.y. "Nov I get . an ,operator instead of a dial to!le. The compaJlY (tVen cama dovn to jhe sc'liool' I ,go to and -harassed the oft1ci1als there._ . . ; · 1 

, i ,"I vas· never prosecuted," he cotititr.l0s. "Arryo'lJ£: who "s I afraid of. being arrested shouldn't . ' ·be phone phreakiDg. n . · ' · · . .. . . I as~ ,about 'Swt-tchiDg' ~stems." I "Firct ,of all," he. respond&, "that thing ~ch Said ~n Es- ·, quire about three phreaks tYing U'P the e:rtire pbdDe ::;:rstem just isn't true .. J There 1are too JDai1Y ~~ and it's ., impossible to know whic?- .are ·busy a!reafiy. :But the phone company kee~ the ' rumor alive for public ' hystc:ria by not confirming or· denying it. They figure they can get - ' ~ support for harsh sente:tlees for- ph...-e-aks if the r;,ublic considers them a danger to the couh-t~~ ~ . . j : ~whydo~aksdo!t? ·, . . , ~ 'ijhy does 8Jl.YODe do itt "We get sati::-faction out of it. ~' there are six coUDtrie~. -· Ire1.8h!, Austria, South Ko~a, IlldoDeS'ia, nahrain anti Kuwait -- which ' openators caD't dii!!J.. bu tijo~i phreaks can!" l . · · · , \ " ' , . ; 'Bill won't use -ph6ny credit cards ' eit her.. "It"& -~thical to bill to Soln30IIe else's phone.,. he states. Be ·closes: b,y suggesting I' read ' Monopoly, Jo$epb GoU.:Wen•s. book on ieU. Telephone. , , I call a cou'Ple more pb~ ~alql who hate been harassed :;. jim vat 'blackmai~ by ,Jell. · -' "A s-pecial ~gent of the cotttp3!JY ·caiDe to w~re I ·work ~ threateJ~(f to talk t!o liiV bo~& i :t T 



. ~ - ' . 
didn't talk," he says, ~~~~~~11. ~t_"ed· . ~. - Sdmit~.··~~pp;i~g .~ .. im?ne,· for •. s~ ~nths 
8lld for,::e<1 me to sign pape~s .. -ag

1
ainst ·anothe;r .P.e.rty r -$11nst my :will. Later ~ll conte.eted 

him about John Drapar. ' . .. ' · · . 1 
~ ·- · · c:':'Jck was ·.about ,to ·graduate ·from· college When ·the same agent contacted him~ " "He sa~d 
. y wouldn't, prosecute me -if I would -sign a statement. But I had ta:Lkeo. , to ·J .im afte,r -the 
·&gent had been tQ ,see ··him, .;so ---r ··wouldn 't sign it 1 " · Jack says. "The next ·night ~ cilled ~ 
threatened to go to the Dean of Men.. I hung· up on him. · . . 

" "The compaey is scared, but they're a l .aw breaker as well -- they tap Pl;lones 1illeg~, 
. A couple of mo_nths ago .. .AJDerican Telephone gild Telegraph and tlie .:·FBI announced· a nat-10ik-

, wide crackse:wn on phone .·Pbxe~s. · . Then in October they 8nnounced they "had been1 success'ful . -· 
·they arrested 14. blue~exei-s, a .-record rumber, during September. But the 14 were v:eri s·>rai.ght 
businessmen aDd white~ollar executives, not f:-eeko. · · · .. .. ' · . 

And the real phreaks continue . their fight to beat Ma :Bell. out of, fares. They are un­
covering new ways of ripping off the phone company every ,- a.y. M.lte boxes, also known aa 
black boxes, all'ow phreaks to receive calle for ( free and 'e.re prpbably one of' the safest meth .. 
ods of phreaking. Friends pften arrange signo.ls calling themselves person-to-~'erson or c~ing collect. Part·~;~.: for ·the .. boxes :c• .-1t '.only':~. _Ray . OklShoma\ outlined con.Structt:oti in 
the June -'72 .. Ramparts r but "O~ the 50,000 copies n:.::~.iled to subscrtbe-r.,s and a :few . quickly~ . 

" purchas~d newsstand copies.,. are available. ' t>fost of the newsstand copies ~re Withdraw arier 
AT&!r threatell1:!d to' sue; . . ' · 

T!ie blue box;- ~also k~ as a multi~equency box, 'enables phreaks .. to rlace' outgoing 
hee calls ~·"' An M-Fer dials- a:tl 8qO ( 1:r -free)· :number ':7hich coxmects i _nto a t _atldem, a .llb~~ .. 

' C<?lllp8ZlY cop.nection. The- l-t-Fer ~eizes L..:le t~ndem with g 26o0-cycle tor.e. The 8oo n~~ · 
~tops :rt:iging ~Dd ' the. M-Fer si~s ,a cer:t:es o:f dpu.ble-frequenc¥ · tone!'3 to compl:et'e ·the 'J.;:ll, .. 
tree. A bl11e box with 13 buttons can sigDS.l call·s ·anywiiere in the United Siiates 'and to many 
other co1.mtrie>s ,· but for overseas work it should· hcYe 16. · · 1 1: .. .. ·• -; 

· The loop or roop.:.arou.nd is a set of two consecutive Phone n~bers which :~he phone · com~ . 
P8D1 uses a~ to11·-:rree ter::'t lines. If two people each call one o:f t~~ ~num~rs th~y e'en t~ 
!o each other. Ma Bell shuts down loops Slmo_st as fast as they are discovered. 

Con:fe~nce. lines , are a whole set of )numbers w~ich can be called by ar .uany people as · 
~re are numbers, provid:.1Iig a gtant thinktabk for phoDe phreak.S. SOme can be dir~ct-<H.Ued,' 
others requir< · · ~ blue box . . The ~elephone compaey shuts t~se do'f 'quic~ly too, ·bu·:; , pho:'le 
phreaks ~em to be good at · convenc;ing d.isgruntled C'ngiDeers to ·set up- new ones.. - · · .' · 

The red boY, .detailed in the Octob.er t 72:-Ramp':':rts, emi. ts 'a 220o'-cycle tone to :foo~ ··he' ·-
new one-slot pay phones into thinki~ the red -boxe:~ hafJ paid .for th~ call .• _.~ · ·.. . 
• -,. . ··Then ~ere ··are · ;fake credit card numbers, telling the operator you l?st . a· dinr- ~n e pay_ 
·phone,; a . paperclip ·- method· for · :free pay phone calls an Get;teral 1'elephone eqt~~i)meirt aDd~ maray -

., ~ · JOOre. The 1 bes·:: sourc;e for all of it is the. Youth :~ternationsl- Part:X L~ne (!52 W. ·-42""S'Ii·. , ·: · · 
Room 5o4, New York, N;Y. 10036. TwelY~ mo,~s :for $2). YIPL ·has cove~d .all. the above "!lU:S 
information· O!l hooking Up additional' extensions''· i;J.;:::talling equipment to 'If conference~ :· r:all, ' 
the .la'test 5=redit -card codes and htindre-ds ·.· o:f wgys -:;o make· :rree ·pay phone calls. Editec~- ·"!! 
Phone phreak pJ_ Bell, YIP:L, ·has i published the plans a.nd to:1es for · blue bbxes c:.Dd the_ pl.~ ::. : 
:for the-.~e . box. . . ... . / ' . - r • ,; \ • • • •• \ - ,' j · 

'• . A:f'ter John ~ape~ ·W"er.J seized, YIPL set up : the Cap~n Crunch Defen:Je ' Fur.;,! to · w ~-Y w:' ·~b. the . 
~galr.i'e.es a.nP bail. ~aused by "fJuch· .obviously poli";ical t'3lephone bus·~:J". -. · ·.-. . 

Y+P;r.· be;t-1ev~s the jBel 1 · Sys·tem is an ii:lhuman· "profit iobbler" accumulat:f:~g -~ ~ecnrjngr · 
· power . under . whi$ _'!people are being slaughtere·d" all in the name of· money-~. Aild sine~ ' '-'~ " · ... 

give the pb.onr company mo~':"y we are -at ·.fault • . ' So i ·li's time tb stop- peying:; .. , ; .:. - ·~ . . I • 
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/ . SPIRIT OF 'T6 

I • I 
,( '""' t . , 

sr. ~- YORK .(IJPS) :.-. Thp· Bicent~pzr;al . Cotp • . has C:r.:viseq <what ·. it· pon.cride:rr 'i 'D.0~7 "':· app:""~sch . 
to .the commemo:-ation of th~ 20oth ann:iversa:· ~.,. i of .th~ .American -Revol}Ition. l' . .. · - · · .. · · ·· ~ ·· 'f ·, ­
~ ~ T.o . kick c;-:f:f a benefi·:: · ·Dec • 4, the group 1 invited 1176 guests who. will. :·- ... $17. 76 pe'::· per­

. ($11(.76 po:r.- cpup~e- · f'e~ 'P~trons f'o'r a special; f'~owlng ' o:f the,; movie "+i-f?:' .. t\t · Ro1io r"-'·ty~ 
Jm.sf(: liall. · ·G·:ests are - izrri~~ to ·wear red;··whit.e. c:"ld blu~. , . . · ·.·,: . .': _ ·~· , 

: ~ ;~ Jfll::-~-r.· ~~I I M.l )( ~ M ll ~~'": :--~I M f.!t;!!·~!: ::.:.._~!:~ .. :: ·~-~ )( J! If IE)!~ W M I)E M Jf I( I( W Y.·~-:~\ :: ::--:: ...... ~ ::***l::-:: ~r:-· 
~IEWS' SERVICE no·. 268 •, · _:.- · · . t . .. • · ~ - Mond~.r, 'Nov~ 27 ; ;::..1972 J. 

Cal1f ·, ·- ·· . · tr '.':<~ ~ ;. :·( .: · · • • . •· · 
1 

.. .•· '· New Ybrk .;._·. (212: · 24~:!.3888 ,· 
n•i .. IUHC 'IIHJ·::-~·· JIM i)l i K U ~~ :: M U I'll K-1:-H-H-::-~ !f liM ll M ll lllfll If::-:!-!! U II!~ I'M II U~****-~~~:'***"~:-::-:"1-**11-~:: .:-i*r:~ :-'-~H*.: -' . ' . 


