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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C 20535

April 25, 2008

Subject: ENGRESSIA, JOSEF KARL

FOIPA No. 1090573- 000

Dear Requester:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure,
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a:
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59 page(s) were reviewed and 59 page(s) are being released.

o Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been:

o referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you.

o referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this
information when the consultation is finished.

o You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information
Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it
may be easily identified.

o The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other
individuals, or matters, which mayor may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown,



Enclosure(s)

when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s).
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s).
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit.

o See additional information which follows.

Sincerely yours,

David M. Hardy
Section Chief
Record/lnformation

Dissemination Section
Records Management Division



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(b)( I) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b ofthis title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation
with the agency;

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure ofwhich would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or
physical safety of any individual;

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, conceming wells.

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation ofa civil action proceeding;

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce
crime or apprehend criminals;

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBl/DOl



August 28, 1969

GENERAL INVES,.,....GATIVE DIVISION

Attached reports information received from telephone
company officials +tt. Kansas City rogarding use of a device
developed by subjects in Kansas City, Miami, and Chicago
to defraud telephone company of revenues and have allegedly
intercepted and monitored telephone toll calls. Two
subjects reportedly have discovered a means to intercept
and monitor WATS (a special rate long distance telephone
system) and Autovon (automatic voice network owned by
Defense Communication Agency and used as general purpoS3
telephone communication to major establishments of
Defense Department in United States, Europe, and
Pacific, line not a security line and should not be used to
discuss classified information). Investigation by telephone
company officials at Kansas City has not revealed any such
interception actually occurred.

Miami advised investigation by telephone company
thero revealed two Miami subjects are blind 21-year-old
amateur radio operators. Telephone company officials
at Miami have not developed any information indicating
the Autovon or WATS systems or any other telephone
conversations have been monitored by subjects and there
is no indication from telephone company investigation
concerning National security aspects. Miami telephone
company officials state subjects' actions were for their owr
amusement and harassment of the telephone company.

Kansas City, Miami, and Chicago are continuing
their investigation and you will be advised of all pertinent
developments.

AFN:mes
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Mr. Tolson__
Mr. DeLoach__
Mr.1hhr..__
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RE KANSAS CITY TEL CALL TO BUREAU AND BUREAU TEL CALL TO KANSAS

;--- 1
,f',; ~

....... - .• , , .
6:18 PM URGENT 8-27-69 JRC;p~SJn]·DlSS1i1\\:INATEP

TO DIRECTOR ,CHICAGO, AND MIAMI
I

CHICAGJlAND MIAMI VIA WASHINGTON

FROM KA~AS CI /

'~\k:IJ~:.. .
/"';'\ ..

/

OS~.P~...~.~§5ESSIA ,1.-_--------'
~ SECURITY MATTER - ESPIONAGE; INTERCEPTION OF'

p~~r onKA NSAS CITY

END PAGE ONE

ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:
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TELETYPED TO: .
~J:Cc=: #} n1

;

CITY AUGUST. TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT.

__________________~I~ lsOUTHWESTERN BELL

TELEPHONE CO. (SI.vBTC), KANSAS CITY, MO., SAC CONTACT, THIS DATE

"~{... ;' .' . ~ REC 7 I j J '
.. ,'!. r • 3 L:? of L/ J k .:>

". 1JT~ R':::I '
SWBTC INVESTIGATION RE USE OF "BLUE BOX'I/&NLONG DISTANCE

'1=<.9-3'-/)1- I
TELEPHONE LINES OUT OF KANSAS CITY, MO. REFLE.J D' 'S'~~2*"'m'"S'

ON TELEPHONE.....S_NU_M_B_E_RLI ---,] Til I Jf~u~E~

ASS 1G NED TO I ITRAr@¥, KA-NBA~ I

CITY, MO., WHO ALSO HAS SECOND TELEPHONEI I Ll~~

.jfj)ev1ce desl~/'"'-e.(j --frv +j, ..../~/\!+ +~JE:-
.- .. ,,~, :>, (' . /' -I ~e 'r-e I f? ro /, c" <-hl/lIVt1 ;f':->"((c '.,',f", OT,

'" ""7 / I r /1"/ -f,/j( /. (' +v -I ~('
COr-') p .') I'. 'T' ,,);V - ',.,. _ i,,' .1 J,. .

{ I, _I-_ /. ;. r'1 r, . .... (. r ..-f' ~.~) f"",., : ••,<.; ," . -1/1,"/ l'''l t,}"t- / I ,.

. I .J +}
/ /"(e ( to:': 1V f I(), fA! <; /' (. /n-t,:; I-, e c..·(.{,.,,:(' 1('

" I·'....J Ii/" -? re:. ,.:;> c.. 1') I /.5 o''''-~' /,,1. ',;;.) (- I,,'. .:> j -+-,;, "'-1' t'! ,'It';;' 7 iJ ! I "-r- 0, ..... ~ (;

,.. ,'" \.,1 C! I .,; ..t',.1 ,,' e. PI jC) /) ","' ':"'.' IS f~: VI; I 111 '.V;,
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,~NY RECORD

PAGE TWO

SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATION BY SWBTC SHOWED DAND JOSEPH

ENGRESSIA, MIAMI, FLA., WERE ASSOCIATES IN UTILIZING "BLUE BOX"

IN ORDER TO DEFRAUD TELEPHONE COMPANY OF REVENUES.

SOURCE OFI I<NOT REVEALED TO FBI) HAS INDICATED

------lAND ENGRESSIA HAVE THROUGH SOPHISTICATED ELECTRONIC

EQUIPMENT, INTERCEPTED AND MONITORED TELEPHONE TOll CALLS.

THIS ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT REPORTEDLY IS LOCATED IN BOTH 1 ___

AND ENGRESSIA'S t?ESIDENCES IN KANSAS CITY, MO. AND MIAMI,

BEII\'G MADE FOR THE CALLS OR REVENUE RECEIVED BY TELEPHONE COM-

PA NY • IT SHOULD BE NOTED. ACCORDI NG TO I IMIA MI TELEPHONE

OFFICIALS DID FIND BOTH ABOVE DESCRIBED NUMBERS "STRAPPED"

AND APPARENTLY ENGRESSIA ANDI ~AD BEEN UTILIZING THIS PRO-

CEDURE FOR SOME TIME RELATIVE TO TELEPHONE CALLS BETWEEN KANSAS

FLA. RESPECTIVELY. ENGRESSIA ALLEGEDLY WAS ABLE TO, THROUGH

SUBTER FUG E, PERSUADE__T_ELL_E_P_HO_N_E__O_F_F_IC_IALS I N MIA MI. E; AOND TO "CO-I',- 'Ip't
MIAMI TELEPHONE NU~ERSI .

I I-I I sa 1HA II ENGHESSIA

COULD TELEPHONICALLY COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER WITHOUT

CITY AND MIAMI, FLA.

BOTH c=JAND ENGRESSIA. ACCO~DHiG TO I LSOURCE.

HAVE DISCOVERED A MEANS TO INTERCEPT AND MONITOR BOTH WATS

AND AUTOVON TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. I bOURCE ADVISED THAT

HE WAS NOT SURE WHETHER I ~ND ENGRESSIAHAVE ACTUALLY INTER-

CEPTED AND MONITORED TOLL CALLS ON EITHER WArs OR AUTOVON; HOwEVER

I / I t' ~ .~.~ i I;li,.,{-: 1/ / (:":1.' !!E NO PAG E HID j. rl,/, I e'1/ f r;. "I,I:;;;, IV .':~ I CA< .. ' ;

eVI s f/'v,?' -j-e /ep Ac-c "":,t!-f~
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PAGE THREE

80TH SUBJECTS HAVE STATED THEY CAN DO SO IF NEED BE, 1 _

STATED THAT AUTOVON IS HIGHLY CLASSIFIED, TOP SECRET TELEPHONE

J JHICAGO, ILL., REPORTEDLY WERE ALSO INVOLVED WITHI lAND ENGRESSIA.

MIAMI TELEPHONE OFFICIALS HAVE INVESTIGATED AND INTERVIEWED

BOTHI IIA NDD RE THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN "BLUE BOX" SCHEME.

80TH ALLEGEDLY ADMITTED EVERTHING TO TELEPHONE OFFICIALS. NO

PROSECUT 10 N RE~ AND DAS ':FFECTED BECAUSE THEY TURNED

OVER TO MIAMI TELEPHONE OFFICIALS ALL THEIR RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT

PERTAI NING TO THEIR I NVOLVEMENT IN THIS SCHEME. 0 ALLEGEDLY

ADM IT TED THAT ENG RESSIA INAS "BRAINS" IN THIS MA TTERA ND IvASAN

ELECTRONICS GENIUS WITH AN I.Q. OF ONE HUNDRED NINETY.

NO CONTACT WAS MADE BY KANSAS CITY \vITH APPROPRIATE U,S'A

RE THIS MATTER BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE SECURITY SIGNFICANCE INVOLVING

HIGHLY CLASSIFIED AUTOVON TELEPHONE SYSTEM.

PER BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS, THIS MATTER WILL BE HANDLED WITH
UTMOST PRIORITY AND SUTEL RESULTS.

MIAMI WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BOTH I~ ~AND JOSEPH
ENGRESSIA CONCERNING THIS MATTER.

CHICAGO WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEWI I
END PAGE THREE ~
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PAG E fOUR

KANSAS CITY WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 11.- _

MIAMI SHOULD NOTE THAT TELEPHONE OffICIALS IN THAT CITY

APPARENTLY HAVE MADE SOME INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THIS CASE AND

WOULD HAVE RESULTS OF THEIR INVESTIGATION AVAILABLE. ALSO

ENGRESSIA ALLEGEDLY MAY HAVE SOPHISTICATED ELECTRONICS EQUIP-
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RECEIVED 7:53 PM WLM
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\)*According tol ILiaison Section, the r
Pefense ComrlIUIllcanons Agency operates the I
AUTOVON Communications System through the facilities 01
Telephone Company. The Defense Communications
System Directory states: "The Automatic Voice
Network (AUTOVON) is the general purpose switched
voice network of the Defense Communications Systems.
AUTOVON serves major installations in CONUS
(Continental United States) and Pacific and extends to
Europe and Panama. II The Directory indicates calls
can be made to the White House. AUTOVON is used

l'flfor nonsensitive communications. Classified data is
'" rent via AUTOSEVOCON.

1//;j(! c·' ..

MENT IN HIS RESIDENCE WHICH ENABLES HIM TO ALLEGEDLY INTERCEPT

AND MO NITOR TELEPHONE TOLL CALLS. I I INDICATED .tHAT

,.. \INFORMATION CONCERNING C}PABILITY OF MONITORING WHITE HOUSE_~S~
\ BY SUBJECTS HAD NOT BEEN DISCLOSED TO ANYONE OUTSIDE THE TELEPHONE

COMPA NY •



,/

//
./ b6

b7C

Ijj'v"]n __.•

--_.
G01€_.__

'l'rotlN _

Poom _
nol::les __
Gondy __

,.

!'.:;kfd

1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. Shroder
1 - Mr. Bunker
1 - Mr. Bolz

DATE: August 27, 1969

'010-106

T R - ESPIONAGE;
UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR
USE OF COMMUNICATIONS;
FRAUD BYWffiE

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
MAY J 962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 21

Memorandum
/}

TO Mr. Rose~\1
?)VJ~

FROM R. r. ShrOderf;;;/:)
....;~.,

SUBJECT:

. SA? Dissly, .Kansa: c:'tv : nrOV:':d thl f0110Win~jnfQrmatjon
WhICh was furmsbed to hl:p1 by [ __ _ __~ J,I _I Jfor f e ou hwes ell Tel""-e""'p""h""'o""n-':"e~o::-'m=p":::'a'::'n::y-,--~
Kansas City, Missouri:
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\

The Bell Companies have been making inquiries concerning the
use of electronic boxes designed to circumvent detection in making long-distance
telephone calls. Captioned subjects, according tol lare electronic
geniuses and are known to be in possession of "cheese" bOX~! "b~ue" boxes,
and "black" boxes utilized in their schemes. En~essia and eside in
Miami, Florida;l; rn Chicago, Illinois; an~...'~) ~nsas City.

Q
n J -."j i.J 1- :2.

Subjects andI Uhave made ertam aamissions to Telephone
Company officials, t e exact nature of which is unknown. n :1 stated,
however, that from a highly confidential source of the Tetephone Company it was
determined subjects, in addition to by-passing billing procedures, allege to
possess the capabilities of tapping telephone conversations from remote
distances, including certain military eJ.1ller. ency line,S and the "autovun" line
at the White House. I )possess~ no 'Itformition indicating subjects
had actually interceptedcQnye,.sations . ilitary or Whije Ho)!se lin~

f9said:~~~e electr mc e~it4ii1if~ve~ebfr~~
Dand~ever, the mo 'sticat~ ~~'\iiPJ1~is allegedly in
possession of Engressia in Miami. ~. '. Irt'.

.·1 .. ,

ACTION TAKEN: SAC Dissly was instructed to rmmediatEHy-ob~inall pertinent
details concerning this matter and that leads for the Chicago and Miami Offices
should be initiated telephonically and later confirmed in writing. The Kansas City
Office will furnish a coded teletype to the Bureau today providing details in this

~c9L~l:t~e~~~~~;e~:p~~eJi~:~~:t~ised;.r:ent
deve10~ts. Btrreau

SfP2Sf96s ~~

b6
b7C



----~------'-_.._--~--

Mr. Tolson~~_
IvIr. DeL(>ach""~"~~ ..
rvIr. Mohr""~~~__
Mr. Bi2;V'P ~~_~__
Mr. C::L'p:cr~~_~~~~~

TvIr, Cal:;i,:'lan .
Mr. C(,;)l'ad~~"~.~~__
Mr. Felt ~~~_~__
lJlr. G:d21i~ ..
Mr. Ihs.:rH_
1\1-1'. ~.~;'; ;,'an__~'

Mr. TuveL~_~
Mr. Tt'ottcl'..__
Telc. Room~_
Miss HolJl1es~_

Miss Gandy_
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,..--------; -~--~_._--

\

CODE

\VAl?!

TO DIRECTOR .AND KANSAS CITY

PM URGENT 8-27-69 MAM

FRO 1\1 MIC\MI

1.- 1JOSEPH~GRESSIA; I
SM - ESP. INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATI~ON~S~.-----

RE KC TEL AUGUST TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT.

I' f I SOUTHERN BELL

TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, MIAMI (FORMER BUREAU SA)

ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

JOSEPH ENGRESSIA ANDI I'~,RE BOTH BLIND r~ALES

APPROXIMATELY TWENTY ONE YEARS OLD. THEY ARE HAM RADIO OPERATORS

WITH INTENSE INTEREST IN TELEPHONE AND OTHER AUDIO SYSTEMS.

b6
b7C

BOTH HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATED BY SECURITY DEPARTMENT, S3T&T,

MIAMI, DURING THE PAST YEAR, AND THEIR INV~STIGATION IS

CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS. THIS INVESTIGATION HAS NOT REVEALED

ANY MONITORING OF AUTOVON, WATS, OR OTHER TELEPHONE

b6
b7C

CONVERSATIONS BY SUBJECTS. ALSO, INVESTIGATION HAS NOT ~

~
v,,-to~

REVEALED ANY NATIONAL SECURITY ASPECT TO . ~IR ACTIVITIES. ~

OPINION T E ?~~;:;I~iF;{~lGRESSIA~BT&T OFFICIALS, MIAMI, A~E OF

AND 0 HAVE BEE N STR I CIL Y FOR THE IR OWN AMUSEMENT AND HARRA SSf'1E NT

OF TELEPHONE COMPANY.

--

END PAGE ONE
r /'

5AS ).I
t '":!t 'EP 29 1969



PAGE TWO

c====JWILL MAKE AVAILABLE HIS SBT&T FILE ON AUG. TWENTYEIGHT,

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF HIS SUPERIORS WHOM HE INTENDS TO CONSULT IN VI~W

OF LEGAL ASPECTS OF THIS CASE AND CONFIDENTIAL CONTENTS OF FILE.

MIAMI WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW ENGRESSIA AND WAY IMMEDIATELY

AFTER RECEIVING BENEFIT OF S8T&T INFORMATION

END

LRC FBI WASH DC
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r __ ~-..'

\{
r"l..""t' i\

1
'1 "

'" \

/

F8 I ~~ASH DC
/

,/
I

,l 1'8 I KAN CITY
I

436 PM 8/28/69 URGENT JRC

b6
b7CI"~ .;TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, AND MIAMI

FROM KANSAS/,PITY 100-13546

[ JET AL; SM-~P •• INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICRTIONS.

REMYTEL AND PHONE CALLS TODAY, AND BUREAU PHONE CALL TO

KANSAS CITY TODAY.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS, CHICAGO AND MIAMI

TELEPHONICALLY REQUESTED TO DISCONTINUE INVESTIGATION AND TO

SUBMIT SUMMARY TELETYPE TODAY INCORPORATING INVESTIGATION TO

DP, It

1'8 I WASH DC Ii)
31.

. 18 SED .) " ':C'Q
J ;>:1" ,'" ,..I, '

c

END

DCW

"""J

~OUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE CO. INVESTIGATI01 CO~TINUING.

NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED, UACB. ~ ~D

,~ /3?... 3 (r~ I - ~
,~.

c!'f.:!. SEp 5
I,1 _

~J)'~~



_________1 ET 6,L; 8M - ESPIONAGE, INTERCEPTION OF

JPC

TO DI eTOR, CHICAGO AND

CHICAGO AND MI~MI VIA

FROM KA NSAS CITY

,'-- -----------_.\
, VIA TELETYPE

j
'

, :'.li,~·l ("':"::"d /,, " >,' .. ' /

MIAMI '

~,~ 6 SHI NG T&~ CI PHE ED.,), ....--- ~- _._- ._- ..- ..•

PARAPHRASE IF DISSEMINATED

iMr. Toison.__
I !VIr. DeLoach ......_
I Mr. Mohr.. _

I1>11'. Bish"p .-_._
Mr. Casper ._.__

I Mr. Ca-Ls.'laJL__
I Mr. CGrJl'afL _
'I' Mr. FelL__.__

Mr. Gale ..__."",'YooOCH>

, Mr. Ros~n.-I-""""-"""-'"
MI'. f>~;. "UIL _

Mr. TaveL~__
Mr. Trottcr.__
Tele. Room__
Miss Holmes_
Miss Gandy_
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COMMUNICATIONS.

KANSAS CITY,

REMYTEL AUG. HJENTYSEVEN LAST. ~
I INTERNI\TIO~L~,L DIVERSIFIC,HION )

ELECTRONICS, INC.,

MO., INTERVIEWED P.M., AUG. TWENTYSEVEN LAST.

o I~,DVISED 1 ....,...- --1

b6
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HE DESCRIBED ENGRESSIA!\S ~l,SJ
vJ

~ N ELECTRONICS GE NU IS 1.1 ITH A HIGH IQ AND \,,:HO IS 8L~~~;;37_ -: '/1 1- 5"
AS A RESULT OF SEE ING ENGRESSI A ON TV. ~ ,I I~~"O~ "'----

L...- ----JI FOLLOI.HNG TPIS CONTP-.CT, I ]_. 11Sf59

FREQUENTLY 11,IITH ENGRESSIA THROUGH EITHER THE MAIL , PHONE ~.~A<M:::.;;,'-~

RADIO. OL-__.....I~I..IHO HAS HAM RADIO CALL LETTERS 11::::=====::::::::
IS A HAM RADIO OPERATOR, WHO H~D EXTENSIVE RADIO EQUIPMENT IN ~

HE ACKNOWLEDGED HE HAS NEVER PERSONALLY MET JOSEPH ENGRESSIA.

APPROX. ONE YEAR AGO HE h,lfl.TCHED A, TV PROGRAM OF I fND

____----JI I,I,'HEREI N ENGRESSH, \)!AS ON THE PROGR,~M AS {I,N ELECTRO NICS

EXPERT, 1,'HO \lr~,S CAPABLE OF ORALLY EMITT I NG A PERFECT TI!JENTY

SIX HUNDRED CYCLE TONE, ~HICH COULD BE USED TO DIRECT DISTaNCE

DIAL ANY PHONE NUMBER IN THE COUNTRY.



PAGE TWO

HE CLAIMED HE LAST T8LKED ON THE PHONE WITH ENGRESSIA A FEW

WEEKS AGO. ENGRESSIA HAS TOLD HIM THAT HE SUSPECTED HIS PHONE

1!J.t\S TAPPED IN MIAMI, FLA., ,0 ND H~S INSTRUCTED I FO CO NT ACT

HIM THROUGH OTHER PHONE NUMBERS, OTHER THAN ENGRESSIA'S PRIVATE

PHONE NUMBER. ENGRESSIA HAS CLAIMED TO HIM THAT HE HAS NOT

COMPLAINED TO THE LOCAL PHONE COMPANY IN MIbMI RE THIS BELIEF.

ENGRESSIA HAS FURTHER CLAIMED HE BELIEVES HIS PHONE IS TAPPED

BECAUSE HE HAS DISCUSSED NEW ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS, WHICH HE BELEIVES

THE PHONE COMPANY WAS ANXIOUS TO LEARN ABOUT.

~ ISAID THE PHONE NUMBERS WHICH HE HAS CALLED ENGRESSIA IN

MIAMI, FLA. WERE NOT FAMILIAR TO HIM AND HE WAS UNABLE TO REcaLL

ANY SPECIFIC NUMBER. HE NOTED HE HAS CALLED ENGRESSIA oT A NUMBER

AND ASKED FOR HIMSELF, WHICH WAS THE SIGNAL FOR ENGRESSI6 TO CALL

HIM IN KANSAS CITY. ENGRESSIP." ,APPt,RENTLY THROUGH ,A iHlTS TELEPHONE

LINE, THEN COMMUNICATES \I!ITHI IIN KANSAS CITY. 1 _

SAID HE MAY HAVE CALLED MIAMI PHONE NUMBERS EIGHT EIGHT FIVE

- TWO FIVE TWO T~O ~ND EIGHT EIGHT FIVE - TWO FIVE TWO THREE

IN ORDER TO TALK TO ENGRESSI~; HOWEVER, HE was NOT SURE ABOUT

THIS. HE ADMITTED HE HAS NOT paID FOR PHONE CALLS TO MIAMI BETWEEN

HIMSELF AND ENGRESSIA BECAUSE ENGRESSIA ALWAYS PAID FOR THESE

CALLS.

CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN ENGRESSIA ANDI FROBABLY

COVERED M,ANY TOPIC, INCLUDING "ESS", A NEI,;' TELEPHONE

COMPUTER SYSTEMI"lJ1ATS", AND "AUTOVOW',

A MILlT~.RY PHONE SYSTEM, ACCORDING TO I....~--
HE CLAIMED HE DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT BACKGROUND IN ORDER TO

END PAGE HIO
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PAGE THREE b7e
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CONSTRUCT A "BLUE BOX". ENGRESSIb, rCCORDING TO

___---JIDOES HAVE SUCH KNOi\,iLEDGE ,6ND PROBABLY HAS ~lADE p, "SLUE

BOX". HE FURTHER CLAIMED HE DID NOT H~VE ABILITY TO

INTERCEPT AND MONITOR PHONE TOLL CALLS ON ANY LINES, INCLUDING

'"WATS" OR "AUTOVON". HE SAID ENGRESSIA

PROBABLY hlOULD HAVE KNOWLEDGE RE THIS TECHNICUE. THE NP:MES D
DAND I I\!JERE UNFAMILI6R TO 1....----

I~============-II I~-------I

b6
b7C

BUREAU WILL PROTECT THIS SOURCE"S IDENTITY BECAUSE IT WOULD

JEOPA.RDIZE NOT ONLY THIS SI\C CONTACT'S EMPLOYMENT BUT li/OULD

PROBABLY DESTROY THE AMICABLE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PHONE COMPANY

AND THE BUREA.U.

RECEIVED 3:49 PM REW

-
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. I
Mr. Tolson.__
Mr. DeLoach..._
Mr. Mohr _
Mr. Bishop._
Mr. Casper__
Mr. Callahan_
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt..__
Mr. Gale__. 1

Mr. Rosen
Mr. Salli n_·_
Mr. Tavel__
Mr. Trotter_
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes_
Miss Gandy_
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I,

i...'.:,'." ...yi.!i.'.,i."'.' - ,'. -,,. .'

( CODDCHICAGO

(j

pM ,URGENT 3/28/69

Of

fl·pP"...../., .y
r: {"

;}
' ,

r.-..... '.. " ~c l-r.•--4-,' i .-~. t \

eG01 d.)

J2
RE MIAMI TLETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST TWNETY SEVEN LAST AND

1015

KC PHONE CALL TO MIAMI INSTANT.

8M - ESP.
I

(Jj.
JOSEPH ENGRESSIA;_________....J

INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS

f /0 ~}RECTOR ANO

:/ FROM MIAMI
P,

FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AUGUST TWENTYEIGHT:

'--- .....JII I SOUTHERN SELL TELEPHONE

AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, MIAMI, PROVIDED HISTORY MISUSE TELEPHONE

EQUIPMENT BY JOSEPH ENGRESSIA ANDI lOURING PAST YEAR.

S8T AND T INVESTIGATION REVEALED THATI IUTILIZED

~~GNETIC TAPES TO SUPPLY MULTI FREQUENCY TONS TO CIRCU~VENT

(

TELEPHONE BILLING PRICEDURES. DINTERVIE\lIED BY SB~ND T,

~D~ONISHED MD HE AGREED TO DISCONTINUE ~CTIVITIES/~_ j 1,j/
JOSEPH ENGRESSIA, WHILE STUDENT AT SOUTH FLORIDA U~IVERSITY,

b6
b7C

TAMp·~ , '.'lAS DISCOVERED TO BE DEFHAUDING TELEPHONE COI\1PA[~Y ~_.....-.. ~""-

TOLL REVENUE BY ~tJHISTLING TONES AND CONSIDERABLE N~','JSPAPER12.2 SEP 5 1950

b6
b7C

I

PUBLICITY RESULTED THEREFROM.

S8T AND T AND ADMONISHED.

SBT AND T DETERMINED THAT ENGRESSIA AND ASSOCIATES OTHZR THA
vJ 6:

c==JWERE CAUSING DISCONTINUED TELEPHONE NUMBERS TO BE STRAPP~~"~~~t

t
1J~·:"i .. efl

0-:'\"1

END PAGE ONE
54 SEP29 1969 ? )



P~GE TWO

ROTARY, WITH SLE~VE LEAD REMOVED, AND THEREAFTER USING THESE

NUMBERS FOR COMPLETING LONG DISTANCE CALLS WITHOUT TOLL ON

PREARRANGED SIGNALS. THIS PRACTICE IS CURRENTLY U~DER

INVESTIGATION BY SST AND T.

S8T AND T INVESTIGATION, MIAMI, DID NOT REVEAL ANY INTERCEPTION

OR MONITORING OF TELEPHONE CALLS, INCLUDING CALLS ON WATS OR

AUTOVON CIRCUITS.

_____..a.- ---JII NTERV I EliJ ED AND

HS DENIED INTERCEPTION OR CAPABILITY OR KNOWLEDGE OF

INTERCEPTION. HE CLAIMED, THAT SINCE INTERVIEWED BY S3T AND T

HE HAS DISCONTINUED USE OF TELEPHONE OTHER THAN NORMAL PRACTICE.

JOSEPH ENGRESSIA, AGE TWENTY AND BLIND, INTERVIEWED

AND HE ADMITTED INTENSE INTEREST IN TELEPHONE COMPANY SYSTEMS AND

EQUIPMENT. HE IS FAMILIAR WITH THE PRACTI'ES AS TO TEST NUMBERS,

CIRCUITS, AND OPERATIONS OF TELEPHONE COMPANIES. ENGRESSIA

EXHIBITED ABILITY TO WHISTLE TWENTY SIX HUNDRED CYCLE NOTES

WHICH IS UTILIZED BY TELEPHONE COMPANY IN TOLL NETWORK. HE

CLAIMED HE LEARNED MAJORITY OF INFORMATION BY TRIAL AND ERROR

USING HIS TOUCH TONE INSTRUMENT. HE CLAIMED HE DID NOT WISH TO

VIOLATE ANY LAW AND THAT HIS ACTIVITIES WITH THE TELEPHONE WERE

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

FOR AMUSEMENT AND EDUCATION. HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS NEVER

INTERCEPTED OR MONITORED WATS OF AUTOVON CIRCUITS, BUT IS

AWARE THAT AUTOVON CIRCUITS EXIST AT HOMESTEAD AIR FORCE BASE,

FLORIDA.

ENGRESSIA ADMITTED THAT HE IS AWARE OF MIAMI TELEPHONE

NUMBER WHICH WOULD ENABLE HIM TO MONITOR SERVICE REPRESENTATIV~

O~ THE BUSINESS OFFICE OF S8T AND T, AND HE CLAI~ED THAT THIS IS THS

ONLY INTERCEPTION HE HAS EVER MADE.

ENGRESSIA ADVISED HE KNOWS OF NO ONE CAPABLE OF I~TERCEPTING

TELEPHONE CALLS.

AFTER NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY IN NOVEMBER NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT

OF ENGRESSIA'S WHISTLING TONES,I /KANSAS CITY,

CONTACTED ENGRESSIA AND EXPRESSED INTEREST IN HIS ACTIVITIES.

ENGRESSIA ADMITTED TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITHI FHROUGH

BRIDGED ROTARY NUMBERS AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. HE DOES NOT KNOW

I 10F CHICAGO. ENGRESSIA ADVISED THAT SHOULD HE LEARN

OF INTERCEPTION OF TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS BY ANYONE HE WOULD

REPORT SAME TO FBI.

FOR INFORMATION OF CHICAGO,~IS FRIENO OF~ ~
E~D PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

AND WAS INVOLVED WITH WAY IN PRIOR INVESTIGATION BY SBT AND T, ~IAMI,

PER KC TELEPHONE CALL, ~O FURTHER INVESTIGATIO~ BEING

CO~DUCTED.

COPIES THIS COMMUNICATION BEING SENT TO KC VIA AMSD.

END

WA •••LRC FBI WASH DC



Mr. T,·to'on__
Mr. r" t,,,ach.-
Mr. M',hr _
Mr. I~ ;~'p"._

Mr. ('".-per.._
Mr. C,d~ahan_
Mr. Conrad..__
Mr. FeIL_---'
Mr. Gale... ",
Mr. Rosen,-+-,<-'w"J-'
Mr. Sullivan_
Mr. TaveL__.
Mr. Trotter__
Tele. RooIIl.
MillS Holmes_
Miss Gandy_

CT i
: ., , I

I

CODE

~ -...-..., . _.._-~~; _..;-~._.__ ,-'-_.~~, _-

1155PM MFMMM 0103

URGENT S~8-69 BCK
/

TO DI~TOR, MIAMI AND KANSAS CITY

./FROriCHICAGO (139-205) (RUC) 4P

I C;"); ~......:.-....., fA.~/
CHl\NGED .1 IJOSEP~'\(~GRESSIA; 1/ :<.' I b;)

1,..----==========::::::(==·~-I Z b,~C

SECURITY MATTER - ESPIONAGE; INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS 

FRAUD BY WIRE, 00: KANSAS CITY.

TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT~TRUE NAME AS LEARNED ILLINOIS

BELL TELEPHONE CI8T).

RE KANSAS CITY TEL AUGUST TWENTY SEVEN LAST AND XC TEL CALL PM

EIGHT TWENTYEIGHT INSTANT RELAYING au INSTRUCTIONS SUTEL SUMMARY

INVESTIGATION AND DISCONTINUING.

DISCREET INQUIRY OF SAC CONTACT!' IDIRECTOR

OF SECURITY, IBT, TltIO ONE TwO \,~ESI VJASHI~~3C~CAG.9"ILLIN70IS0,J)

REFLECTS THAT IBT CONDUCTED AN EXTENSIVE INVESTIG.A~I01J~4!-:_.

'-- 01 I CRYST.o,L k~J\§t!P 5 b69

ILLINOIS, COMMENCING D€CEM8€R NINE LAST INTO HIS ALLEGED U,$~~~~

A "BLUE BOX" IN A SCH~ME TO DEFRAUD THE BELL SYSTEM OF TOLLS.

ACCORDH1G TO I8T REPORT I IHAD PURCHASED A I,APE: OF THE cr6
. . TO COMPLET_V TOLL C,6,LLS, ~.Rr.~'f'~"".:",.TWENTY SIX HUNDRED CYCLE NOTES USED 1 - - _ •

I ~AKA rvJIAf~I, FOR THE PURP.O, ~/fr:.,,;',~. : ...('
De-iet .cJ Copy Sen J.. .

END PAGE;.?~ESE. P;~ "';:359 ~:~~)\~JA;~~:~s't:t:~ C/~i';' \'r-:)[j -
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PL\GE TWO

OF' MAKING FREE TELEPHONE CALLS TOI kORf'1ER RESIDENCE
'---;======:::,

IN MIAMI. DURING IBT INVESTIGATION I IvJAS INTERVIEWED AND

VOLUNTARILY TURNED OVER THE TAPES HE HAD PURCHASED FROM

TO 18T. THESE TAPES WERE SUBSEQUENTLY DESTROYED.

COMPLETELY COOPERATIVE AND SINCE THAT TIME HIS CALLS HAVE BEEN

MONITORED ON INFREQUENT OCCASIONS AND THERE IS NO INDICATION

THAT HE IS AGAIN ATTEMPTING TO "USE A BLUE BOX".

~ ~IADVISED THAT AUTOVON SYSTEM IS NOT A SYSTEM

RESTRICTED TO THE WHITE HOUSE, HOWEVER, IS USED EXTENSIVELY BY

NUMEROUS GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND THE MILITARY THROUGHOUT THE

COUNTRY. HE STATED THAT THIS SYSTEM HAS AT LEAST SEVENTY

TERMINALS IN THE CHICAGO AREA WHICH ARE CLOSELY MONITORED BY 1ST.

HE STATED THAT DUE TO THE COMPLEX NATURE OF THIS SYSTEM IT

WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR A BLUE BOX ARRANGEMENT TO ALLOW MONITORING.

HS COM~FNTED THAT AUTOVON IS A FOUR WIRE SYSTEM

WHEREIN NORMAL TELEPHONE LINES OPERATE ON A TWO WIRE SYSTEM.

HS SAID THERE WOULD BE A POSSIBILITY THAT A WATS LINE COULD BE

MO~ITORED IF AN INDIVIDUAL HAD ACCESS TO THE MAIN FRAME OF A

PA~TICULAR TELEPHONE CENTRAL OFFICE AND HAD THE WATS CONTROL.

END PAGE TWO
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RELIABLE SOURCE,

PAGE THREE

HE STATED THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS WOULD BE HIGHLY REMOTE.

ISTATED THAT DURING THE INVEST[GATION OF
..--~==:;-----

l- IIN DECEMBER, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, THERE WAS NO

MENTION OF EITHER I lOR ENGRESSL4. 11...- _

TELEPHONIC4LLY CONTACTED THE CHIEF OF SECURITY FOR THE BELL

SYSTEM, IN FLORIDA AND DETERMINED THAT THEY IN FACT HAD A CURRENT

INVESTIGATION OFUtl,ND ENGRESSLA AND STATED TH.AT THIS

INVESTIGATION CONCERNED THEIR USE OF STRAPPING TECHNIQUES TO

DEFRAUD THE TELEPHONE CO. OF TOLLS. HE STATED AT THIS POINT

THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT THEY HAD ATTEMPTED TO BREECH

AllTOVON SYSTEM.

CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS, DETERMINED I~ __
BORN IL... IBUFFALO, N. Y., (\10VED

TO CRYSTAL LAKE, NOVEMBER SIXTEEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN, FROM

_________________________I~nA~.H ,
FLORIDA, CURRENTLY EMPLOYED BY UNITED AIRLINES. NO CREDIT OR

ARREST RECORD, MC HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

CHICAGO NOTES THE FOLLOWING:

INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DATE 1ST AND MIAMI BELL OFFICIALS

END PAGE THREE

b6
b7C

b6
b7C



PAGE fa UR

INDICATE NEAR IMPOSSIBILITY OF INTERCEPTION THROUGH MEANS ALLZGEDLY

UTILIZED BY FOUR SUBJECTS OF AUTOVON OR WATS SYSTEMS. IN LIGHT

OF THIS CONFLICTING INFORMATION CHICAGO IS NOT INTERVIEWING

l;J,A •••!1DR

FB I 1,1 ASH DC

,ve"rc ,(- /Jt/?S,///,t/I}I'/

CC·\fRHOSEN
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS (~
FORMERLY UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR
USE OF COMMUNICATIONS (UPUC>

~~~tra;d~-,
GaL: -,
Hosen
,:,::':':0'., __
T(J':c-l.~ _

1';·ct.I(-' ----

d:JllT,C:, __

C':;-.lidy _

~~J~~'~"~.,.~,,_ hi

V
",O! -- .

st. 09
CDSper _

Conahan __

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. Bolz
1 - Mr. Adams

August 29, 1969OATE:

5010-106

A. Rosen

Mr. DeLoach

Memorandum

o,"nONAt FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDmON
GSA GEN. REG. NO, 27

FROM

SUBJECT:

TO

The follOWing is furnished pursuant to the
Director's request as to background and procedures of
Bureau's handling of UPUC and IOC violations.

b6
b7C

v?.
CONTINUED - OVER

CB:DC
(6)

UPUC violations came into being with passage of
'lthe Federal Communications Act of 1934, and until 1953
11 violations in connection therewith were handled almost
~ exclusively by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
I/In February, 1953, follOWing FCC's referral to the Department

of a number of wiretapping cases because FCC did not have
qualified personnel to conduct such investigations, and a
determination by the Department that the FCC had demonstrated
its inability to adequately investigate and prosecute these
violations, it was decided by the Department that the Criminal
Division would accept jurisdiction for these violations. At
this time the Department also determined that the FBI would
ereafter have exclusive investigative jurisdiction. Q

II We advised Department we WOUl)~c~ep:? Z~~~~tqgative
jurisdiction only at such time as additional funds were
appropriated to defray the cost of personnel and equipment

f necessary for these investigations. These funds were m~de

II I.available in March, 195~, and since that time the Bureau has
~,~ nad exclusive investigative jurisdiction over violations of
.*\l~ the UPUC Statute. It has been our policy since that time to
~~check with Department in each case before a full field invest i-

t; ~l~ gation is made of any alleged violation. , .... ,l)", /,
(!) ~ ~ EX· 104 REC 43'~ > I " -f--,i-
~ ~ ~ Based on the foregoing, when information was
~ 2 dj confidentially received by our Kansas CitY_.Qll~~:ir,9,Il1'a
o ~ ~ telephone company employee that /. I Kansas City,
16 t 0 Missouri, and Joseph Engressia, Miami, Flofrl-<HtP ~le~dly had
~3~ the capability to intercept communications iransmltted over
~ ;>, ~ WATS and the military's AUTOVON system whi~J:t~s used by major

.0 military installations in the United States, Europe "ariel" the
1



Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
Re: INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS (IOC)

FORMERLY UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OR
USE OF COMMUNICATIONS (UPUC)

Pacific for nonsensitive communications, it was suggested we
disseminate this information and conduct a preliminary IOC
investigation since the reported capability to intercept a
wire communication would be a technical violation. The
foregoing suggestion also took into consideration possible
security ramifications involved in intercepting military
communications over the AUTOVON system, which system can also
be used for placing calls to the White House. The foregoing

,suggestion was also made in the event the telephone company
tsubsequently announced publicly that they had referred this
matter to the FBI.

ACTION: The foregoing allegation was disseminated to John D.
r ehman, Counsel to the President, the Secretary of

Defense, and the Director, U. S. Secret Service.

- 2 -



September 3, 1969

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. Bolz
1 - Mr. Hood
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Sullivan

JOSE

Assistant Attorney General
REC~3' Criminal Division

.. " i 3Cf- 31il- ~

I"let':~ fiet~;Jj- 7.l

INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS

This is to confirm a discussion between Depart
ment Attorney James R. Robinson ·Jf the Criminal DiW'jOn
and Special Agents William F. Hood and~ of
this Bureau on September 2, 1969, cone ~lng an allegation
that the captioned subjects bad utilized electronic equip
ment in connection with telephone communieations. It was
reported that 1 \ Kansas City, Missour i, and
Joseph ingressia, M1ami, Florida, allegedly bad discovered
a .eans to monitor telephone calls transmitted over the
Defense Communication Agency's Automatic Voice Network
(AtJTOVON) and the Wide Area Telephone Service (WATS).

b6
biC

The Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, Kansas
City, Missouri; Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph
CompaD7, Miami, Florida; and Illinois Bell Telephone
Companr, Chicago, Illinois, have conducted investigations
concerning the subjects in this regard. Such investiga
tions revealed no instances where the subjects had inter-

• ~c~e~t~· or monitored any communications. inclUding AUTOVON
MAILED<a WA I. It was deterMined, however, the subjects had

,... _.. \) ~fl'la ed the telephone companies by making long distance
~~10~t~~r 118 utilizing a device Which prevented the telephone

COMM.M-paies from collecting t()ll. charges.

Mr. Robinson advised this information was not a
sufficient indication of a violation under the Interception
of Communications Statute to justify investigation by this
Bureau inasmuch .. the subjects reportedly did not intercept
any telephone Messaps. In line with the advice of J4r. Robinson,

b~~:~'Ch _ no investi_t~on 18 being conducted by the FBI.

"" {)
/, - .t

1 ~
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b7C



Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Re:' \

.. JOSEPH ENGRESSIA

NOTE:

b6
b7C

Information concerning this matter was originally
furnished to our Kansas City office by security manager of
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company who had received allega
tions from an unidentified source. During their investigations,
telephone companies obtained the devices utilized by the
subjects in order to prevent further defrauding of the
companies.

AUTOVON is a general purpose telephone communica
tion system which serves major military installations in the
United States, Europe, and the Pacific. WATS is a special

J

rate long distance telephone network. Violation of Interception
of Communications Statute requires unauthorized interception
of oral or wire communications.

- 2 -



8-29-69
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PLAINTEXT 1 - Mr. Hood

VIA TEL E
~~~Gi!~R~96~~/ ; it

ENCIPHERED'

-----

URGENT

DIRECTOR .::;'~.
',.,J.

SEPTEMBER ONE NEXT

FROM:

TO: SACS, KANSAS CITY
~CAGQ
. lUAU.

TELETYPE

SECURITY MATTER - II
L----- 1-'

L_A.:.rIr:i,,",S1,;;:rnlNmAir"k:~j;iI:OocC:-:]FRA;nAUDiID1B;;Y WIRE; 00: KANSAS CITY; BOOED:

_Jf_-------"-,OSEPANGRESSIA.

REKCTELS AUGUST TWENTY-SEVEN AND TWENTY-EIGHT LAST, MMTELS

AUGUST TWENTY-SEVEN AND TWENTY-EIGHT LAST, AND CGTEL AUGUST

TWENTY-EIGHT LAST.

BY COVER AIRTEL TO REACH THE BUREAU WITHOUT FAIL BY

SEPTEMBER ONE NEXT, EACH OFFICE FURNISH DETAILED LHM SUITABLE

FOR DISSEMINATION AS TO INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IN THIS MATTER.

WFH:pb
(3)

r-cOMMu"NicATIDNSStc'f;ofl'
I fBI

! ,1;; ("; ~) () iClb'(9
I f4.U ..J "J -.II

I u3:j ·p'ff\cy··3 !
b:~~~Ch __ L !ELETYPE .-.J
Mohr __
Bishop __

'sr SEP 2 1969! ,

+4-t-_



(Priority)

FBI

Date: 8/29/69

FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

Via __A_I_R_T_E_L _

-----------------------------------------~... -
I f

I

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM:

SUBJECT:
GRESSIA;

(RUC)

!
I

......
...6
:?...,..,

II
r'/

/

b6
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SECURITY MATTER 
ESPIONAGE;
IOC - FRAUD BY WIRE
(00: KANSAS CITY)
BUDED 9/1/69

Re Bureau teletype to Kansas City, Chicago, and
Miami dated 8/29/69, and Chicago teletype to Bureau dated
8/28/69.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 7 copies of an LHM
captioned as above,

Enclosed for Kansas City is one. ,C~y of this LHM.
/3 -31JL-/6First confidential source referre to in this LHM

is SAC contact, \ \. Director of Security,
Illinois Ben Telephone Company, 212 West Wash' on Street,
Chicago, Illinois, who was inkPxviewed by SA
(Conceal per l7JequestL... ,'l" 1IlJ.i..Z3 -/~~--~·,'"~.. ii.~.. ~,....~'~~~=~..J

~:* t ,/ . i

__________9~o~Q~njd confidential source is Det~ctiver
r JCr;ystal T~~ke. T1 J ;PjiS, Poli~ Si}pdf;":C't~i.1AAi'''1I''!:T.tr::-,-
~nterv~ewed b~ SA I ~ ~ (Conceal~~'J;eu.L.

Deleted ':opy sentr _::: _17 -'''''-'"\
I j etHel v\ted-"J.P/ /(C\ (JrO~c. ·.10~-(j f"/ ri '-
;~r ~(1:tEBt~::U-z&nc. 7) (RM)(;Jflf5b) ,1EIU~lOS~J,.W ,,\,.,

1 - Ka~sas c;ty (Ene. 1) (RM) '3:~::.'t-ex,~»"t- /'
1 - Ch~cago , t 't ..~//

Sent M Per _
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

CG 139-205

UJ\~ fED STATES DEPARTMENT OJ; JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Chicago,-Illinois
August 29, 1969

I I
JOSEPH ENGRESSIA;

~L-_I
On August 28, 1969, a confidential source, who

has furnished reliable information in the ast and who
has some knowledge concerning advised
an Agent of the Federal Bureau o~ nvestigation (FBI) that
the Illinois Bell Telephone Company reportedly conducted
an extensive investigation ofl \
\ I Crystal Lake, llinois, starting in December,
1968, into hi s alleged use of a "blue box" device as a
scheme to defraud the Bell Telephone system of long distance
toll charges.

[: 1 had allegedly purchased a tape recording
of 2600 cycle notes, which are used to complete toll calls,
from a' 'who is also known as Tandy
Way, Miami, Florida. ( ~upposedly was to use this
device in making free telephone calls to his former resid.ence
in Miami.

~ \ reportedly voluntarily turned. these tape
recordings over to the Illinois Bell Telephone Company upon
request, and they were subsequently destroyed. "'\ lis
not known to have since attempted to use any system in a
similar scheme.

This source, who also is knowledgeable in the
operation of the Autovon system of long distance calling,
advised that this system is not restricted to use by the

This document contains neither recmmnendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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t 7
JOSEPH ENGRESSIA;

White House, but is used extensively by numerous Government
and mili tary agencies throughout the country. The Autovon~...
system has at least 70 terminals in the Chicago area. This
source advised that due to the complex nature of the Auto
von system, it 'Would be impossible for a lfblue box lf device
to monitor it. The Autovon system is a four wire system
whereas normal te.1'ephone lines operate on a t'HO wire system.

Source advised that there would be a possibility
that a WATS line used in long distance calling could be
monitored by a "blue box!! arrangement af an individual
had access to the main frame of a particular telephone central
office and had the WATS control. Source indicated that the
possibility of such circumstances would be highly remote.

Source advised that the Illinois Bell Telephone
Company inquiries determined no infornmtion b6
regardin or Joseph Engressia in connection b7C
with re was no indication that eitherr =]
or Engressia had made any attempt to breech the Autovdn sys£em~

On August 28, 1969, a second confidential source,
who i s knowledgeable o:rr I advised a re~re-

sent tive of the FBI th~ Jwas born on K ~
at Buffalo, New York. He moved to Cryst1U L~e T~noiS, b6

~[J~~~~~~~~----~oma previous residence at L J b7C
Miami, Florida. t' lis presently

~t"I:"':!~re'\!"'1'S'§'=rr:nn~rtt"eedd~Ali"Ir:rlines. He is not known to have an
arrest record in the vicinity of his present residence.



On August 27, 1969, this Bureau's lansas
City office, Iansas City, Missouri, was confidentially
advised that the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company,
Kansas Ci , Missouri, has developed information that

~~~~~~~~~~ ~lAnsas City, Missouri, and~
~EJT~ '. am, lorida, allegedly have discovered
a means to intercept telephone calls transmitted over
the Defense Communication Agency's Automatic Voice
Network (AUTOVON) and the Wide Area Telephone service
(WATS) •

Honorable John D. Ihr1ichman
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Ehr1ichun:

August 29, 1969
VIA LIAISON

I - Mr. DeLoach
1 Mr. Rosen
1 Mr. Malley
1 Mr. Bolz
1 Mr. Shroder
I Mr. Hood
1 Mr. Bishop
1 Mr. Sullivan

b6
b7C

AUTOVON is used as a general purpose telephone
communication aystem to major military installations in
the United States, Europe and the Pacific. WATS is a
special rate long distance telephone network.

According to the source of this information,
it is not known whether I lor Ingressia actually b6
intercepted telephone calls on either AUTOVON or WATS; b7C
however, both allegedly stated they can do so if need
be.

TELETYPE UNIT 0

b6
b7C
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]j.i,son _~'
%.,(0eLoach~
fJ) \~ohr---

BL,hop _. _
Cnspef _

CoJJnhorE __

~~[~"o~
Suili ...·O!i __

<~·u·"':) ~ ;

5010-I06opnONAl FORM NO. 10
MAY 11J62 l:OlTlQN
GSA GEN. REO. NO. 17

UNITED STATES GG. r:RNMENT

Memorandum
TO Mr. DeLoach DATE: August 29, 1969

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 Mr. Rosen

FROM A. 1 - Mr. Malley
1 Mr. Bolz
I - Mr. Shroder

SUBJECT 1 - Mr. Hood
EPH NGRESSIA; ET AL. I - Mr. Bishop

INFORMATION CONCERNING 1 Mr. Sullivan

b6
b7C

!:;{I

b6
b7C

('I
/

,-

/

Attached are letters to White House, Secretary of
Defense, and Director of Secret Service advising of information
confidentially furnished Kansas City office on 8/27/69, that
the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, Kansas City, Missouri,
learned that captioned individuals have allegedly discovered a
means to intercept conversations transmitted over the Defense
Communication Agency's Automatic Voice Network (AUTOVON) and
Wide Area Telephone Service (WATS). AUTOVON is a general
purpose telephone communication system which serves major
military installations in the United States, Europe and the
Pacific.

____------~S~o~l1.r~c~ of this information isr ]
( j, Southwestern Bell TelEJ.,puolle company, who
learned of this by monitoring tjlePhOne conversation between

Q and Engressia. I _advised he is not sure whether
and Engressia have actually intercepted and monitored

o calls on either WATS or AUTOVON; however, both subjects 1

\

have stated they can do so 1f need be. According tor j
the Bell Telephone System in Kansas City, Chicago, I±lino~s,
and Miami, Florida, has and is cont~nuing to conduct investiga-
tion as to the activities of[ ~jand Engressia and others
who have developed a device designed to thwart the billing
procedures of the telephone company and permits a person to
make free telephone calls anywhere that direct distance dialing
is available. ,\~~~l\ {3;.' "~I J ! =-
RECOMMENDATION: That the ,aktached lette~ b~sent to the White
House, Secretary of Defense, and Director, U. S. Secret Service
advising of allegations that captioned individuals have allegedly
discovered a means to intercept conversations transmitted over
AUTOVON and WATS. We are presently conducting no investigation

'

" of this matter. Separate memorandum being prepared pursuant to
'. Director's request as to background and procedures for handling

,
i Interception of Communications violations (formerly known as ,
J Unauthorized Publication or Use of Communicationsl./3(j- 3~81-1 ;).

Enclosures /}':;> <; ~..~-'---."
CB :DC «(/1 ....~ ,j ~ ,
(9) '(/ ,N }f- . i

Delete..oCopy :~ntr= _ )iiI .. /\ (/,,:(:J At
byLetccJ., ,-,_sJt~t;:,. '-..,.·)1"!

, Per F01PA F..::';''':0St - J.ts~ ~ ,
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August 29, 1969

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 Mr. Rosen
1 Mr. Malley
I Mr. Bolz
1 Mr. Shroder
1 - Mr. Hood
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 Mr. Sullivan

d I /
Itt -.

Dear Mr. Rowley:

on August 27/ 1969, this Bureau's Kansas
City office, Kansas CitY/'Missouri, was confidentially
advised that the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company,
Kansas City, Missouri, has developed information that
~ 7 Kansas City, Missouri, and Joseph

EngresBia, Miami, Florida, allegedly have discovered
a means to intercept telephone calls transmitted over
the Defense Communication Agency's Automatic Voice
Network (AUTOVON) and the Wide Area Telephone Service
(WAT8) •

= . .//:2 7 --l } Z

AUTOVON is used a8 a general purpose telephone
communication system to major military installations in
the Uriited States, Europe and the Pacific. WATS is a
special rate long distance telephone network.

According to r:::::Ee of this information,
it is not known Whether r Engressia actually
intercepted telephone c either AUTOVON or WATS;
however, both allegedly stated they can do so if need
be.

b6
b7CHonorable John D. Ehrlichman, Counsel to the

President, and the Secretary of Defense, have also been
advised as to the foregoing.

Delete,a C~~.~S~n~ ~Sincerel.. Y y.o.... urs, .1'.T.. lf~~f:~~.;f;;~l.•.
~.L Q t ((;oJ L'::l LC\i_.':!t:.$P = . DATE 17- ~9 ~ 6 " .
t{~r FOIPA Request ~w...r)., -1. EDGAR iiijO~t.il IFY_.£..;r G-' 1-
~ CB: DC (1U -'''.'' "-".'.-

6:~~~~c-h=== (lO) Cover memorandU: A RoSAn ± n ~r. D.eLoaCh, sa~e date,

l~j~~,;; ~:~~~:~~l~coo-e~nin.}g:'~.,. ~:~.~~sePh Engre....s.·... ';.. :.,.'~1:_::::.,:-
~~:~ /'/jV', ~~~.//~rY..5. ..1.~.1!.} ;i~~;~~~Qn _-fA ~.() ;f "I\--J /'~/'f¥v,,~lltI1 \ ".~ "~ ... : ,:/J

r'- fl/"" " . , .. /
I;~~!~~b /
_~i f "MAtSR:CJ TELETYPE UNIT 0



Honorable Melvin R.Laird
The Secretary of Defense
Washington, D. C. 20301

Dear air. Laird:

August 29, 1969

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. Bolz
1 - Mr. Shroder
1 - Mr. Hood
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Sullivan

b6
b7C

On August 27, 1969, this Bureau'. lansas
City office, Kansas City, lIi8sourl, was confidentially
advised that the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company,
Kansas Oity, ltis.ouri, bas developed information that

1 ,Kans•• City, Mis.ouri, and Joseph
Bnereesia, Miami, Florida, allegedly have discovered
a meaneto intercept telephone calls transmitted over
the Defen•• Communication Agency'. Automatic Voice
Network (AUTOVON) and the Wide Area Telephone Service
(WAT8) •

AUTOVOH 1s used as a general purpose telephone
communication Bystem to major military installations in
the United Statea, Europe and the Paoific. WATS 1s a
speoial rate long distance telepbone network.

According to tQce of this information,
it is not known Whether or ingressia actually
interoepted telephone oa 8 on e1ther AUTOVOH or WATS;
bowever, both allegedly stated they can do so if need
be.

b6
b7C

11
j/

F:l~~~~~."'"""--'~.~.:\h!d TELETYPE UNIT 0

Honorable John D. ihrlichman, Counsel to the
President, and the Director, U. S. Seoret Service, have
also been advised as to the foregoing .-'--"-'-'-'---'--' .,-/3?-3~J'1~ I;} I SENT FR:'1~./~

D.8.."_.. Jf:lt8d.(.":OPysen.,1. ... ] Sincerely yours, \ r:.UE :? !:c.J7~,
J .. ' U k::oJ§l3¥t4..________ . EX nATE .?-~ 1 6 '1

l'rr b~iPA E8'lUBSt - ~'d\o. 1. EDGAR HtHhtlil~)l 10~: '"( : ,.1'."t-~~---:f.Cr.1q -
"J .~,"'-'/;Z7' ,.. -ce I 7-Q _. ~ :'

Tolson CB. DC ... .. ". .!\.,'

~:~~::d_'-=== (l0) ~~~~~O::~o ~~s~~~~~C;:~:j;d~~~1.
Casper__ Informatio ~"':'~'lrlt .
Callahan .

Conrad I IAV
Felt fA ttV (V ...

l ' t- 1~11:}i



FBI

Date: 9/8/69

(Priority) I________________________________________________ L_______ _

I
I
1
I
I
I
I
ITransmit the following in ---------~:---:---::--:------;--;----'-----~l

(Type in plaintext or code) I

IAIRMAIL I

TO: DIl-::ZCTOR, FBI b6
'o7C

) I in his letter, alleged tha t a "'1=----..,,....,,-_...J1
of the Florida Bell Telephone Company in Miami, Florida,
illegally monitored conversations on JOE ENGRESSIA's
telephone:# 274-0760. It is further alleged that these
monitored conversations were divulged by~ \to
an unnamed FBI Agent in Miami, Florida.

"'"
~
r'b6
f: b7C
t:
k:.

"b6bG
b7Cb7C

b2

'>,
('y\

I
~b6

....'

....... ':

~;:..,
t:..~,. ~ .,.,

b6
b7C

Per _Sent M

Sl';C, KAr{SAS CITY (139-New) P

LIOn:BeIl
l

Telephone Company;
roc
00 MM

Re Kansas C:\t~ ai.rtel to B~eau,.8./30/69,
r.,captioned 'r--::=: ___'JOSEPH ENGRESSIA ;\ Ll.-\ \S'.-.c.SP!ON'.~GE; IOC OO"-·1{C." .\l'----.....

\ \WhO was one of the multi
subjects in referenced Kansas City airtel, Kansas City
file 1 I has sent a two page letter to the
Kansas City FBI Office. One copy of this letter is being
furnished to the Bureau and Miami. The original letter
is being retained by Kansas City.

~ ~L:__:~:::Jalso claims that SAsl ~nd
~ \~firmed his allegat1on~s--r~e~g~a~r~a~~~n~g~trh~e~
moni toring of ( ~ teephone in Miami when these Agents
interviewed L Jon 8/27/69.

E~Lq';U~il (2)() /3/ - =~ (Ui 1-
(2- - Bureau Encs. RM -.._•.,."". ~'''''~'''r'' '.

2 - l\:liami (Bncs. 2) (RM) Nor RECONI)EO
2 - Kansas City 2$ ., .~_:;;-.
RLT:dcw .

nel.t'.dC:;;.s.ntC.. - ·~~~.lr\(
by Let l "J ,i.I" le.1 ~(7r:~7.,,(P~====,:::? vr)
Per fOlPA Re(J.Cleat _ \

. ~ Wpp.r01'led: _....:..,_.-'------.,----
v\;:f (12 1 ' Special Agent in Charge

SEP 2~196S



KC 139-Now

It is pointed out that SAS' Jand\I
did interviewr lon 8/27/69 and a copy oft~
FD-302 is beitig :furnIshed both the Bureau and the :,,uami
Office. At no time during t~is interview, was infor-
mation given to { ] indicating or confirming that
ENGRESSIAvs ~elephone had been monitored and the results
of the monitoring furnished to a,1 Miami FBI Agent.

0;; Dfurther claimed that he possesses in-
format 4 0n h~t . t " b" d b S th t~ ~ a pen reg1s er 1S e1ng use y ou wes ern
Bell Telephone Com an Kansas City, Missouri on his
home telephone It is pointed out that Kansas
City has no in~~m~a~1~0~n~t~hat Southwestern Bell Telephone
compant has or i~utilizing a pen register on telep~one

number .J-----
The U.S. Attorney for the Western District of

Missouri has not been contacted regarding this case
because the source of the allegations is believed to
be totally unreliable and his allegations are unfounded.

The letter f~oml has not been acknowledged
in writing by Ka~sas"ty. UACB, Kansas City will per
sonally contact in order to refute and rebut his
allegations whic e set forth in his letter.

LEADS:

MIAMI

AT MIAMI, FLORIDA

If possible, will furnish Kars as Ci ty with
~ny information]WhiCh could be logically utilized to
disp~over allegations concerning the monitoring
of ENGRESSIA's telephone and subsequent divulgence
of this monitoring to an FBI Agent in Miami.

KANS.'lS CITY

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

~J.]' a':fi t information from Miami ~iO0
?ontacting if the Bur~~~ agrees that should
oe persona y contacted by thO FBI.

2

t6
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1.16
b7C

1.16
b7C

b6
b7C
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
811 Grand Avenue
Kansas City, Missouri

Gentlemen:

~;,..,

Cusas City.
September ;.

]
Mo. 64110
1969

b6
" "f....
DJ'--

The Communications Act of 1934. United States Code Title 147.
Section #605 with regard to uhauthorized publication or use of communications
ata tea that: lINo person receiving or assisting in receiving or' transmi tting
any interstate or foreign communication by wire or radio shall divul~e or
pUblish the existence, contents. substance, purport. effect, or meaning
thereof except to the addressee, hi~ agent, or attorney. n ••••• no
person having received such intercepted information or having become ac~uainted

with the content'S, substance,purport, effect, or meaning of the same or
~ny part thereof, knowing that such information was so 0 btained, shall
divulge or publish the existence, contents, substance, purport, effect, or
meaning of the same or any part thereof.

The Right of Privacy Act of 19&, Section #2510 states that~

(A) Any person who. whether actin~ under color of law or otherwise,
(1) willfully intercepts or attempts to intercept any wire

communic~tion without the consent of at least one sender
or receiver of snch communication; or,.

(2) Willfully discloses or nttempts to disclose, or uses or
attempts to use any information, knowing or havinp, reason
to know that such information was obtained in viol:)t'ion of
paragraph (1) of this subsection---shall be fined not more
than $10.000 or imprisoned not more than five years or bothQ

'J

-The judicial construction of 47 U.S.C. 605 in two decisions rendered
shortly after the enactment of Section #605 ruled (by the Supreme Court)
that: (1) federal officers are embraced within the concluding prohibition
thereof, specifically, that "no ,person not beinp; authorized by the liender
••• shall divulge or 'publish the contents ••••of such intercepted communications
to anyone." and (2) that Bvidence procured by such officers directly from
wiretapping as well as (3) evidence legitamately procured by said officers
as a by-product of wiretappin~ shall be inadmissible in f8deral cburts.
Nardone v. ~. 302 U.S. 379. This bar to the introduction of wiretap
evidence in federal courts subs6'luro''''tly was amplified to preclude the
admissibility therein of informa;~i~., ::..uitially obtai ned by wiretapping on
the part of state officers independently of any federal participating
therein and thereafter :tendered to fedar-8LMe:n.ta....-:B_enaItti_v_.L.....U~.$...-355_JJ_.S .... _
96 (1957).



. -.,.,...-.-..,..... '-" ~..--------. --'

,r
Page 2
F.:B.I;

I believe there has been a serious vio18tion of th~ Communications
Act of 19J~ion #605. Several days ago. F.E.I. KAnsas City agents

[ ]andl-----]visited my home and repeated back to me exerpts from a
private conversation I had with a Mr. Joe r.ngresRia (Tel: 274-0760) of
Miami Florida. Mr. ~ngressia for some time believed his phone was being
monitored and in order to get the tapper to tip his hand. mentioned many
'Nards that might be of interest to the sllPJsed tflpper such as Autovon,
etc. It is my information that af: of the Florida Eell Telephone
Company has illegally monitored. recorded, and transcribed telephone conver
sations without the ermission of the receiver and/or the' sender and without
a court order. then divuIoonversation infue form of
~ten t p 0 a Miami agent who passed it on. Mssr~.

l-----Jand were good enough to rm, in their visit to my home.
that there d in fact been monitor~ng of a telephone line contrary to
47 U.s.c. 605.

I also have infOQ the effect that there is a pin rer,ister
on my own teleghone line, which is an invasion of my privacy,
illegal~. and placed there y the Southwestern :Bell Telephone Gompany.

:Before 1 write to my Congressmen, to the Florida and Mis~ouri

Public Service Commissions, and to several prominent newspapermen whom
I know and who would.be interested in investigating these allep,8tions.
I should like to see if your agency will perform ann complete 8~ full
investig~tion of my allegations even though an F.E.I. 8p,ent mBy indeed
have been a party to the violation of 47 U.S.C. 605. The violation of this
act is a serious matter and as stated in the Ri~ht of Privacy Act of 1967,
"cannot be condoned. even under the color of law." . .

The Federal :Bureau of Investigation is charged with the investi
gation of alledged violations of 47 U.S.C. 605 and I shall expect your
full co-operatbn in this investigation with the utmost of impartiality.
Your advisement once you have proved the allegations. which I am sure .
you can. as to what a U.S. attorney will do with it will be most appreciated.
I am sure you will have no trouble in confirming the veracity of my
information.

b6
b7C

Very trul

,
\

. _._-_._---'
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REM FBI I:JASH DC

BY TELEPHONE COMPANY SET FORTH PAGE THREE REFERENCED LHM AND
".'-_.... --------

THIS CONVERSATION NOT IDENTIFIED AS BETWEENDAND ENGRESSIA.

END

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL INSTANT TO MIAMI BY BUREAU SUPERVISOR

r lAND MIAMI LHM SEPTEMBER ONE LAST CAPTIONED
~~~~==;I ~ET AL: SM - ESPIONAGE; IOC.
'----.========~

I-- ~SECURITY ~1A~;AGER, SOUTHERN BELL TEL AND TEL

~IA~I, WHEN INTERVIEWED AUGUST TWENTYEIGHT LAST BY BUREAU AGENTS MIAMI

RE ACTIVITIES OF JOSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, JR. ANDn nOlO

NOT REVEAL TELEPHONE COMPANY HAD MONITORED TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS

3ETWEENI lAND ENGRESSIA. ONLY INFORMATION RE MONITORING

c ('I '!
'1A-~)~ 1;.!

SEP 25'1969

)';1 .;" .. ' ""'"
..;.; ./"

,.,"'....

. _.- ." "~.~" ..
;<10 1 REcOl·~'.. i:.

23 SEP 2 3 1969
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b6
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I \

FBI

A;

SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-13546) C

DIRECTOR, FBI

PIONAGE;
INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS
00 KC

TO:

;L~

LHM.

b6
b7C
b7D

b2
b7D

PerSent ---'_

Reference Bureau teletype to Kansas City 8/29/69.

Enclosed to Bureau are 8 copies of self-explanatory

. ·2 Bureau
1 Kansas
JRG: jrt
(3);:;

L I,/)!

Approved: _

Special Agent in Charge



In Reply, Please Refer to
File NQ.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kansas City, Missouri

August 30, 1969

I~~~~~rr--JOSEPH ENGRESSIA;

1'----__1

b6
b7C

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, on August 27, 1969. advised the
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, Kansas City, Missouri,
has recently been conducting investigati~n regarding the
use of' a "blue box" on long-dista.nce telephone lines from
the Kansas City, Missouri, area. Through such investiga
tion it wa.s learned thr+ t::s "h1Jt box" had been used on
10ea.1 telephone number . This slurce advised th is
telephone number is presen . y ass1gned to I
who purportedly resides at 1 tn Kansas City,
Missouri. The records of the Southwes ern Bell Telephone
Company also reflectl I has a second telephone number
assigned to this residence, that being DE 3-9990.

This source advised that through this investigation
it was learned tha.tl land Joseph Engressia,
who resides in the Miami, Florida, area, were purportedly
associates and through this association were utilizing the
"blue box" in order to defraud the telephone company of
revenue.

It was also learned that Engressia tllegedly was
able to persuade the telephone officials in Miami, Florida,
through some sort of a subterfuge to "strap" toea! ~liami

telephone numbers r I and I I Through this
"strapping process'"l land EngrE:SS~a Rlleg"edly \VeH~ able
to telephonically communicate with each other without any
record being made 6f this long-distance telephone call and
thereby the telephone company would not receive the
appropriate revenue for these long-distance telephone calls.

PROPERTY OF FBI"'';

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

This document conb.ing neither
recommendat.Ions nor cQndll~ions of
the FliT. It ii' the prop.i:Aliy of the
FIn and is loaned to your agency j it
and its contents are not to be I ;; 7'--~ i
rti3tributed outside yout agency."'"

.:l~. <t .,.

_. , !



JOSE?::! ENGFF.SS I A;

__I

This source further advised that through the
same source he had ascertained that hothl ~nd
Engressin had djseovered a means to interr.ept and monitor
hoth"'!\TS' and ACTOVON telephone sy"tems, :IO-:,'GVel',

th1'C" ",o,,'V'cp ."..,,,. Dr)t ... ·ure ";ho+hc,r I I"nd ': 1'(1']'(''''.<:::1''''. ~ ,:,;:I .... J. ,,'. 'r, a"~' J ~ -...:! If'f - t:: ..... " ,'I.:,.. Cl.,t,.J ".,L..... ~ c· ~-' ~- ... f,j ,

have actually intercepted and monItored toll calls on
either the "'VATS' 01 A1.."1'OV01:;' systems,

This souX'ce pointfld Ol1t that ",\UTOVON tcle;.ihOl~e

systen' is a highly classified top secret tcle,)'!toll(' bv:,:,t,'m
purportedly used only by the ~hite f~use,

.. J ~was int,,;rv ie\'.'(:(l hy ~':'rJec 181
Agents C ...-------rancrc Ir>t h i,~" reF idCl""'?,

I Yon585 City, YiEsouri, 011 AUgT1St 27, 1969,
I.......,A~tl"'"""r-t'l':h':'\'a...t-.-.t'-1.-i!J1C I If1.1)'11 ished the fo llov, i r,g inf orm8 t ion:

b6
b7C

b6
b7C



8/3()!G~)
Du to._ .... _. '_" __ "._. .. . .._.

1.

Ul)On beinr; contactccl at 1l:i.s
L..,..--------,,-',,-a-\'...JJCL[~· City) I·l~.sr;our':i.) \·I(').S 2.dvisecl

,~~~-::--::-:~~":!'"':':-::::-:'""::"::::-~t h <'l t t J1 (-~ nn \·13. S fledt 0 eU s cus s
\·lith h:un ns 2~;~;(JC).at:lon \·n'l:]l JOSEPH ENCRES,SIA along v75.t11
his UE;C:' 'of any tC':JCpJi01W eq u5pJ:~cnt ,\·!h(~l ::1;y he could mC)]1i top
long,·clistc,nce telephone:: cal Js 01"' lJiClkc telcpflOne Jone-·distance
calls \·d.thoui.: tlw knO\·:lcdge of th0 tclcpLor10 cohpany. Also,

L '1' .' " -' f"'" Iin ·C D.S 'C),me) ano pPJ.Ol' co Clny :ur"Ulep J.ln:ei:'VJ.c\·l) L-_-.,-_....--_...J
vias D.cJviscel of [lis pights by S!\ I ICl.ncJ. ctt t-lIC concJuEdon
signcd a. Hid. VCr' of these COliE;t:L-tu'~:ionC:ll r'ii~hts:

, .

b6
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.. ,
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b7C
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According to I blc doe~ knm·J J'OSEPH ENG!I.ESSI/\
and l1<is' both til1ked ancl COY':(,cspc1nc1ed \·.7ith him on numennw
occas:i.9ns . He has) though ~ nevei" per'sonZt lly met ENCRESSIA.

L-....,.-_~I fUl"thcr' pointed out "Ul(~t this pclationr3h:i.p bC't.\'lccn
himsol f and ENGEESSI/\ began about one yeap ago HI1cn .rIC
l~ecallec1 \'latching LTOSEPll ENGnESSI/\ in a p,uef>t appearance on
the Huntley··}3p5 nkley television pr-ogpam. On this ppogpam
.it was pointed Dut that ENGRESSIA was an electponics expert
and that he \Vas capable of OPi:l11y emitting a pei~fect hJcnty-<;ix
hundred cycle tone ~iliich couJd be used to direct-distance
dial any telephone nunbcr' in the Un5tec1 States. As a r8t~ult
of \ol<:d:ching l~~GRr:~~~A on th:i.~ television p~~ogt\iHnI IsaicJ
he contacted LNGHESSI/\ by Inial. . .' .

At this po:i.nt I Istatec1 that he is:a hcJ.lfi
raelio operator having tHe cail letters as~igned to him ofI I He also pointed' out that he has extensive radio

o' eqln.j),rneni: in h:i.s homc~ (1J)c1 thc::t tln'ough this racl:io net\lork
has also talked to ENGRESSIA on several occasions.

. ,
"

-....~<-~----..-......~_-..... ..-- --~._'_..__ ..•__._-~-.~._--------• •-,

.. - ···-~_······------------~~-----·---- __~._",,,,,,,,.oh

8/27/G9 }(a.ns,:"s City) H:i.f;sciu.:ei KC J.00--135116
0,,---------. ..t'l. ('{', l'..__.,. _._'.- --., '--' --_ .... r-'-- ',' '-'_·_·-··;/3U/G~j~--·--_·'-
h,_S~SJ:...________________ ""~(' ,1id"t, d •._ •. _, .. ._ _ .. _._ _
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I JcJilim~d he last talked on the telephone with
nH:;}~ESSJA (}bout h!(J i'.'c(~ks ago. At that time I:NGnESSJA told
him., thelt he SUSP0.(.~·led his tcJ.(;p'honc \'Jo.. ~) tCl.pped il.l Viiclli1:i.)
F10i.... 5.da ~ and instr'ucted I Jto ccmtclc·t him t}woug)l another'
telcpLone nUjill)(~)'" OtfH::P th<:m }lis pi.... ivui.:e hone nUJnbcl"'s.
}~NGFZESSI!\ ulso told hinl that rH:~ }lc1r; not complained to the
local t(~lepJlOn(' cOLlpany about his telep)lOne line: bc.:i.ng tapped
but he believed it was tapped because he had di~cusscd new
el(;c·tronic equipr:"t(:nt systeras ovor tlle te.lephonc and that the .
tclepilOlw compcmy 5.s· cagel.... and anxio1J.s to leapn a.bOU·l~ these
n('I'7 systerns and has tapped his telephone line .\ Ipointed
out that ENGRt::SSTA did not mention thc\t he hCJ.c1. evcr' lound a.ny
such tapping equipment on his telep110ne line and that other
than the telephone>. company he appc~arcd to knOl'{ of no one>. else
vIlio Hould 0ttclapt to tap his telephone line..

I h-J{).s uncIb] e to T'ccal'l the telephone nUJ;lber's
\·lhich he: had used to call ENG}~};SSI1\ in Hiami ~ Florida. Be
did statc' that he hc1s telephonically dialed h"om ~lis hO;:I'2
a teJ.q)hone nUlilbcp given to him by ENGEE~JSIA in l1iami) Flor'ida)
anc! usee! in makin£, this lone··clistancc call a peT)SOn-to·~pe~:'scn

type of call. VIllen. the party called in Hiami) Florid",; ~ ans'.·?cr·s
the t:clep]lOne I I states hc cwks fop himself and the:{)(:by
I:NGHESSIA info1";:18 the operCltoY.' that the par''ty is not t11e1"0.
and later returns the long.. cListctrlce telephone caLL. They usc
this means so that ENGRESSIA knows he is supposed to cal].
I lin Kansas City) t-1issoud., Accol"'oinr; to~ IENGlU;SSIA
lappa:C(?rtlY thl"'ough "vJATS lI telc:phonc line then ~OJnmul1J.catcs Hi th

in KansClS City> t-HSSOlJP:i.. .
. . .

When asked snecific~l]v reg'l~rding Miami. telephone
nurr:ber's I I and I. s.ta\ed he I'Jas not su:ec
"JlJether he he-J.e) ever ca..c •.. ·lCf{ESSIA by using these t'·iO
local telep]';one numbers in l1iwni ~ Flod.da. I I admitted

··he has not paid for' telephone c2118 bet~cen hlmself and
ENGRESSJJ\ I'lh:i-ch Hould be lon.g·-distance telep110ne calJs beh7ccn
Kansas City~ 11iE;souri~ and r\iaFi:L~ FJopic1a~ becausc it Has hi~;

opinion' ENGI<E~)SIA aJ.ways paid for' these calls since Jle l/iould
return the ca.J1 to him. He d5.d state that on several of
these 'te10.1)[lone callf; man\, tovic~~ \>!(:}'e included) inc1uc]inG the
1J~'']f\TS'') lIAUTOVOl,;lI) u. military telf:phone system) and a. lle,,'

teJephoi'.c"" COJi,putei.· systeJil knmm b8 Ifl:SS. H

. ,
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I cli':imed he did not have sufficient background
infornma.tion in or-der to bui.ld a "bJ. ue })O);. II I \-laS of
the opinion that ENG}n:S~;T!\ docs have ~:uch knO'.Jlcc1r;c and nay
have macle a "blue box. 1: I I fUJ.'thcr- claimed he did not
ha.ve tlie ability to intercept and monitor local. and long
distance telephone calls but that ENGEESSIA probably. \-lOuld
h<.IVC sufficient knmllccJgc:~ to Jnoni tor' the~;e telep}lOnc cal1f;.
ne pointed out nIGIU;SSIfI is an clcctr-onic genius \'lith an c?:
:trcmcly high IQ,\·!ho is blind.

The fol,lowing is a description orl

~---=====----,
Name I
Dateofbi flth L......--:-::---:"--:::-:-~-7':"""--:-:--:
Place of bil:th ' NeH York City, Nc\·! YOY'k
NaritC:lJ. status

, Heieht
He:i.ght
Hair
Eyes
Race
Education

Employment
Military service

..
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I
-J::'":O~(:":";''.''':I~~P:'':'"H:'""''"':")'7':;,"':":)C;::-'J1;-:'lU~='7.S-;::S~1~f\~;-

IL...----_
On 1\ugu ~ ~ 28 ~ . 19 (i 9 ~ I~_~""I"":"~:-"T~~::-:::::-:-::-:::---::-:;:-:''T'l

Records~ Kansas Cl~Y, Mlssourl, Pollce Department~ advised
their' files indicate: a I Itvho h'BS born r";;;';;;";;"~----
II in Ne\·] York City ~ vJas ar'l:'ested on Fcbrudr'y 10) 19 [) 8 > for'
STe"a\ing. This charge \VClS subsequently dismissed \'iitllOUt
pl~eju(]ice tvith a $10 court cost.

• l
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In Reply, Please Refer fa

File No.

GO~~IAI:
UNITED STATES DE;~~~~OF J _ 3TICE

FEDERAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kansas City, Missouri

August 30, 1969

b7D
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b7D
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b2
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b2
b6
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b7C

'JOSEPH ENGRESST;

~ who has furnished reliable information in
the past, ~st 27, 1969, advised the Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company, Kansas City, Missouri, has recently been
conducting investigation regarding the use of a "blue box"
on long-distance telephone lines from the Kansas City,
Missouri, area. Through such investigation it was learned
that this "blue box" had been used on local telephone numberI IJ ;adv~~ed tbjs telephone number is pres~ntl

I :s::grd to Iwho purportedly resides at
in Kasas C1 y,lssouri. The records of the Sout n

e elephone Company also reflect I lhas a second
ItelePbone jUmber assigned to this resldence, that being

advised that through this investigation it
was learne and Joseph Engressia,
who resides in t ,1 a, area, were purportedly
associates and through this association were utilizing the
"blue box" in order to defraud the telephone company of revenue.

r-----l also advised t!::jearned through another
source (n~aled) that both and Engressia have
through the use of sophistimted. onic equipment inter-
cepted and monitored other telephone long-distance toll calls.
This SO~histjcaied electronic equipment is purportedly located
in both( _and Engressia's residences.

It was also learned that Fngressia allegedly was
able to persuade the telephone officials in Miami, Florida,
throug,h some sort~fa s terfuge to "strap" l"ocal Miami
telephone numbers and I 0 Through this
"strapping process and Engressla allegedly were able
to telephonically communlcate with each other without any

GROUP 1
~t1llr.1~d l)'Om autllmalllri'

This document contO"'h •. _'d'trr<J and,
. " ms nelt er retClmmenf'iations n6fl"t~ 1 •

It " th~ property of the FBlc" " . ,_, ~ '" ,.".,-,"".'" ~ . Flll'
~n not to be dlStributed cuts:. -", ,'c~_\~ your agency; It cmd ils contents

~..... "-,, :'0,:':;;CY·



I,JoSEPH ENGRESSTA' I
L..---_-1

record being made of this long-distance telephone call and
thereby the telephone company would not receive the appropriate
revenue for these long-distance telephone calls.

c====J further adviRed tbrt through the same source
he had ascertaIned that both Land Engressia had discovered
a means to intercept and monitor both "WATS" and "AUTOVON"
telephone systems. I Isource was not sure whether Jacobs
and Engressia have actually intercepted and monitored toll
calls or either the "WATS" or "AUTOVON" systems.

r Ipointed out that "AUTOVON" telephone system
is a highly classified top secret telephone system purportedly
used only bV the White House •

.- ~~ ~__~~~,_~~w~a~s~1~·n~t~e-r-v4iewed ay Special Agents
and at his residence,1 I

L.--::-_,...L....:o:~~as City, .issourl, on August 27, 1969. At that
furnished the following information:

2
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F[;·302 (RGl. 4·15·6~j

8/30/69Dafc' , _

1

r 5 upon being contacted at his
residence~ ~as City, Hissouri, was advised
by SA I ~that the FBI wished to discuss
with him his association with JOSEPH ENGRESSIA along with
his use 'of any telephone equipme~t whereby he could monitor
long-distance telephone calls or make telephone long-distance
calls without the knm·;ledge of the telephone company. Also.
at this time, and prior to any fUY"t:her intervieVl, 11-_......_.....-__
was advised of his rights by SAl land at the conclusion
signe~ a waiver of these constitutlonal rights.

According tal rhe does know JOSEPH ENGRESSIA
and has'both talked and corresponded with him on numerous
occasiQns. He has, though, never personally met ENGRESSIA.
I I further pointed out that this relationship between
hlmself and ENGRESf;IA began about one year ago i-<7hen he
recalled Hatching JOSEPH ENGF\ESSIA in a guest appearance on
the Huntley-Brinkley television program. On this program
it Has pointed out that ENGRESSIA was an electronics expert
and that he was capable of orally emitting a perfect twenty-six
hundred cycle tone which could be used to direct-distance
dial any telephone number in the United States. As a result
of watching.E~9~~S~I~ on thi~ television p~ogram I Isaid
he contacteo E~GRESSIAby mall. ..

. At this pointl I stated that he is ~ ham
radio operator having the call letters as~igned to him of b6
I I He also pointed· out that he has extensive l"adio b7C
eqlHpment in his home and that through this radio net\ilOrk
has also talked to ENGRESSIA on several occasions.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

KC 100-13546

--_._------_._--, 'C--~7
8/27/69 Kansas City, Missouri

O"-'-. ~r-----C.l-C!----r-,..'.-_-- Fil", #

bL_~_A~ L- DO," ;00'0'0;
8/30/G9
-----,-----
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KC 100-135 t16
2

I claimed he last talked on the telephone Hi th
---,:--~.....

ENGRESSIA about two weeks ago. At that time ENGRESSIA told
him that he suspected his teJ.ephone was tapped in Miami,
Flor-ida ~ and im,tructed r I to oontact him through another
telephone number other inan filS prlvate home numbers.
ENGRESSIA also told him that he has not complain~d to the
local telephone company about his telephone line being tapped
but he believed it was tapped because he had discussed new
electronic equipment systems over the telephone and that the .
telephone compuny is' eage.r and anxious to learn about these
new systems and has tapped his telephone line. I lpointed
out that ENGRESSIA did not mention that he had. ever found any
such tapping equipment on his telephone line and that other
t11an the telephone company he appeared to know of no one else
who would attempt to tap his telephone line.

I lwas unable to recall the telephone numbers
which he had us~~ to call ENGRESSIA in Mi.ami, Florida. He
did state that he has telephonically dialed from his home
a telephone number given to him by ENGRESSIA in Miami, FloY'ida,
and used in making this long-distance call a person-to-person
type of call. When the party called in Miami, Florida, answers
the telephone I Istates he asks for himself and thereby
ENGRESSIA informs the operator that the party is not there
and later returns the long-distance telephone call. They use
this mr~ans GO that ENGI~ESSIA knovls he is SUPPO·... calII . in Kansas City, Missouri. According to ENGRESSIA
apparently thx'bugh "HATS" telephone line then _ Jcatcs Hi thI lin Kansas City, Missouri. .

ked s ,ecificar:sreIlrding Miami telephone
nurJibers ....__~-.a and stai,;ed he t,,~1S not suy'e
whethe~ 1e had ever ca e ~GKi0.IA by usin~ these two
local telephone numbcr~ in Miami, Florida. admitted
he has not paid for telephone calls between lffise f and
ENGRESSIA which would be long-distahce telephone calls between
Kansas City, Hissouri, and i'IiaJn.i, Florida, because it 'da'':: J-d s
opinion ENGRESSIA always paid for these calls since he WOllld
return the call to him. He did st~te that on several of
these telenhone calJ.s many top:I.cs WGlle included, incllldinz the
"'V-lATS", "AUTOVO;';", a military telp.phone system, and a ne'IJ
telephone computer' system knovn. ':''3 !lESS."
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KC 100-13546

3

I Iclaimed he did not have sufficient background
infomrnation in order to build a I1b1 ue box. II I Iwas of
the opinion that ENGRESSIA does have such knowledge and may
have made a t1blue box.!l I IftLC'ther claimed he did not
have the ability to intercept and monitor local. and long
distance telephone calls but that ENGRESSIA probably would
hC1ve sufficient knO\vlf~dge to moni tOI' these telephone calls.
He pointed out ENGRESSIA is an electronic genius with an ex
tremely high IQ,who is blind.

b6
b7C

The following 15 a

Nane
Date of birth
Place of bii~th

Narital status
Height
Height
Hai.r
Eyes
Race
Education

Employment
Military sepvice

description of I

1__-
NeH York Cit" Nm., Vrw.l--
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On August 28, 1969, I ,I
Records, Kansas City, Hissouri, poh.ce Department, adVi;ed

Ithei( files indicate a E: I who was born IL..~---, _
in New York City, was arrested on February 10, 196 , tor

stealing. This charge was subsequently dismissed without
prejudice with a $10 court cost.
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SAC, lCaDsasdi~ (100-13546)

Director t FBI 1~9 - .3'/J/-/!.j

IJOSEPH OGRESSIl;

I I»

8M - ESPIONAGE;
IOC
(00: KC)

9-4-69

1 - Mr. Hood
b6
b7C

Reurairtel dated 8-30-69, with enclosed LIlM.

Enclosed 18 a copy of an amended LHM which was
disseminated to the Criminal Division.

You will note the LHM was declassified from a
"confidential t, rating.

In criminal matters such as IOC classification,
symbol informa.nte are not set out in details of reports
or LHMs.

The enclosed amended LHM is bemg submitted for
your information.

Enclosure

WFH:pb
(4)

MAILED 22

SEP 4 -1969
Tolson __
DeLoach __
Mohr _
Bishop __
Casper _

Callahan __
Conrad __
Felt _

Gale _
Rosen _

Sullivan
Tavel _
Trotter __

Tele. Room~r, ~~}
Hoimes~i_. .j
Gondy __

COMM·FBI
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9/1/69

(RUC)

Date:

FBI

CAR
~

DIRECTOR, FBI\

SAC, MIAMI
CHANGED

TO:

FROM:

SUBJF;CT:

FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

A I R TELVia _

I
I
1

I
1

I
I
I
I
I
1

Trans mit the £0 llow ing in -------'""7.::---:-----;-.,--------;--;-----------1
1
1

(Type in plaintext or code)
I
1

I

SECURITY
INTERCEPTION

GE;
COMMUNICATIONS i

/' L".../

\
The title of this communication is marked changed

in order to include the full name of ENGRESSIA as JOSEPH CARL
ENGRESSIA, JR. and1c======== ~~as an alias of
, I

b6
b7C

lie Miami tel 0/23/69, to Bureau, and Bureau tel
8/29/69, to Kansas City.

b6

b6
b7C

b7C

Sent M Per _

Enclosed are 5 copies of an LHM dated and captioned
as above. Copies are bein~ sent to Chicago and Tampa for
information purposes since \ Iresides in Chicago and
since ENGRESSIA is a student at the University of South Florida,
T ~~ampa. "f~~5" '(1.,-,- (2.A;o~ o(..j)

~ffl"'~ q,q ..","'7~' ,- ('If' - Bureau (Encs. 5~ (RM) ( '-'- ~~tr;-'~'V"; s" bJ'~ \,."
. 2 - Kansas City (Encs. 2) (RM) ""~.-]Jr'VK', <-y,-" ,t\'(,

1 -' C;hicago (Info) (Encs. 1) (RM)~l".vc0... /30 i1 j-l_/SY ,
1 - T~mp~ (Info) (Encs. 1) (RM) . \<J...~ '.-L-_2',:!......- \
1 -: M~am;L . . . T /
GEDVvj 1 Q -~.. . SEP 2 196
(7) ~ .. ~~-_'t._f><,\ '-1

...... r,t.'·--"':· :.~" ,)..:. ;; "r "~ ,'"' Ti"'O ',C~ '~='~" \
Ili~'{f \. It ,'..i\~r"; . . . ~ r.
• ~~ .'- ....., '" ¥~ '7 j t ... /. ",

'\ ~.:'::;"f .:.• ", './ .'. ': !
~ri':. ,'" .



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
FileNo.

65-3225 Miami, Flori.da
September 1, 1969

fiE: 'JOSEPH I
CARL ENGB.ESSIA,

SECURITY MATTER - ESPIONAGE;
INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS

b6
b7C

;~
e ::~:::j'ng investigation was conducted to. determineifr~ I __ . ?f Kans~s City, Missouri Joseph r~'ngreSSia

an~. h ~,Flor~da, andl;: A ~ _of
Chicago, I inois, have violated any dera! laws pertaining
to the espionage statutes and statutes relating to the inter
ception of communications by their alleged activities pertaining
to telephone electronics.

b6
b7C

Jnvestigation

On August 2<3, 1969,[( ~Division
Security Manager, Southern Be!x lelepnone and Telegraph (SBT&T)
Company, Miami, furnished the following information:

b6
b7C

Joseph Engressia, Jr., first came to the attention
of the SBT&T Company in the Summer of 196a. At about the same
time there was a routine trouble rt in the middle of August,
1968, that was received by Showing a "blue box" in
use ne number . bscribed to by

Miami. II1----..".,....,."...,~~~r-:::-:-'1L.......-'I'T"'I""I'TZ:I"""""I~xV'"'-;~cs;-"';a...-:;:re;;7,v'ii-;c:-;e;;-.....t ha t can~ sed
company of the revenue from long distance

toll calls. This device produces multi-frequency tones which
enable the user to make long distance telephone calls and cir
cumvent the billing equipment in the long distance network.

b6
b7C

b6
b7C

, "epson,
and who i s 1r;;:::;::,.;:;:;;=;;=~~IL~....-...L_~~!":o~r~.-------~

On November '7, 196il,~ I~ ..y=J
General Telephone Company, Tam a, Florlda, called
and said that a Canadian Bell telephone employee ad placed b6

b7C

r I
/~

.L.f/ )} ,\. \\\.+, ,I

'9-I-~'1



RE: I I
JOSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, Jh.;

b6
b7C

a call to the University of South Florida in Tampa advising
the dean that a student, Joseph Bngressia, had developed a
means of cheating the telephone company on long distance calls
and was selling this service to fellow students for $1.00
each. On the basis of this report I I began an investi-
gation but before he could make any progress the dean at the
University of South Florida called Engressia in and questioned
him concerning this matter. As a result Engressia was suspended
from school and fined $25.00; however, he was reinstated with
full honors shortly thereafter. It was developed byr==J

I I that Engressia resided in Miami at 1 _
I I He also was blind and a ham radio operator. It
developed that Engressia was able to control the pitch of his
voice to conform with tones that long distance telephone equip
ment reacts to and he was thus enabled to place long distance
telephone calls through the network free of charge.

I I produced several newspapers articles dated
in November, 1968, which reflected that Engressia received
considerable publicity at that time. These articles pointed
out that he could whistle at 2600 cycles. One of these articles
datelined Tampa, date not given, reflected that lito make a b6
toll free call, said the youth, he would dial long distance b7C
information to any city. Before the operator answered, he
said, he would do his whistling thing. First he would whistle

the area code. If it were 212, for instance, he would whistle
rapidly twice, pause, whistle once, pause,then twice again 
all at 2600 cycles. Then he would whistle the seven digit
local number in the same manner." This same article quoted
Mr. Mason of the General Telephone Company by stating that he
believed Engressia would be an asset to "our company." Eu t I
don't think he would be able to work for us because he would
have to be on a part-time basis. This and other articles
indicated that Engressia was regarded as somewhat of an
electronic genius.

==========9Concurrent with the above articles concerning Engressia,
I ;8 S j~17eitiO"a ting a trouble report about a "blue b6
box" on I I H~ studied SBT&.T Company account computer b7C
printoutsromugust 17 to October 20, 1968, and from these
he concluded that there was a "blue box'! in use on telephone
number I LJbove mentioned. He continued his investiga tion
to definltely establish the use of a "b'ue box" on this tele-
phone number and thereafter he interviewed I Uconcerning

- :1 -



RE: ~ I
OSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, JR.; b6

b7C

the matter.

In December, 1968, I I interviewedB in the pre-
sence of the latter's attorney, at which time .dmitted
that he made magnetic recording tapes containing the various
multi-frequency tones and that this magnetic tape could be
placed into a telephone instrument and perform the same functi.on
as a "blue box. l! V{at also ad . oducing such a tape .ibr
I I Crystal Lake, Illinois,
for the sum of $2.. e 0 iscontinue his telephone
activities providing th elephone company would not prosecute
him for his previous fraud.

~
advised that all of the information fur-

nished by proved to he true and that to his knowledge 0
has not par lcipated in any illegal telephone activit~es Slurp I

~
iS a reement with the telephone company. Concerningl

advised that he was als~it iewed by investigators
o e telephone company and admitted his activities
and surrendered the magnetic ape to the telephone company
in Illinois.

On January 25, 1969,rr====9 interviewed Engressia
concerning Engressia' s intereshn-plans for a "blue box", at
which time Engressia denied making a "blue box" but did admit
discussing the possibilities of making a "blue box." Engressia
was admonished byl lat that time, pointing out that the
use of a "blue box" was a violation of both state and federa I
laws.

On April 23, 1969, an employee of the SBT&T Company
working at the Tuxedo central office, Miami, received a call
from a man who identified himself as a "toll test desk man."
He stated he was running some tests from Orlando and wanted
two telephone numbers; namely, Tuxedo 5-2522 and Tuxedo 5-2523,
which are unassigned, strapped in rotary with the sleeve lead
removed. The SBT&T employee, thinking this was a legitimate
test circuit complied. However, his foreman later became curious
when notified and monitored on this arrangement. He observed
a conversation on April 25, 1969, between two people, one of
whom was in Tampa and another in Charlotte, North Carolina.
There was a good deal of discussion that students at the
University of South Florida were being supplied pairs of num-
bers which would allow toll free conversations. This could
be accomplished by one student calling one number and the other
student calling the second number at the same time and since
the two numbers were strapped in rotary the two calling parties

- 3 -
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RE: I I
JOSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, JR.;

would be connected to each other.
lead had been removed resulted in
calling numbers and therefore the
be activated.

The fact that the sleeve
no return battery to the
billing equipment would not

b6
b7C

As a result of the above SBT&T conducted additional
investigation and determined that there were several pairs of
telephone numbers strapped in rotary as described above in Miami,
Orlando, and other cities in the United States. It was further
determined that Joseph Engressia was definitely involved in
these activities .

.."...,.. 1advised that while his investigation is
still pending concerning this type of activity he has disconnected
all of the telephone numbers strapped as descrihed above. He
advised that to date his investigation has not uncovered any
information indicating that Engressia or his associates have
ever intercepted or monitored any telephone circuits including
wats (wide area telephone service) or auto~on (defense depart-

ment circuits).

On August 28, 1969,llwas interviewed in
the presence of his mother at his reside~l I
I IMiami; telephone I I L-J sta ted that his
legal name is I _ Ialthough he was bo=: L

I ~ He reSl es with his stepfather,l-- ~
and his mother.

Idenied interception capability
to intercept or~k-n-o-w~l~e-d~g-e---o~f any interception of telephone
conversations by himself or anyone else. He specifically
denied any knowledge of interception of wats and/or autovon
c ircui ts.

c=:Jadmitted that he had previously produced a magnetic
tape Which tape contained multi-frequency tones and which could
be used to circumvent the billing procedures of the long distance
telephone network. He advised that he also produced and fur
nished a similar tape to I I in Chicago. I I
acknowledged that he had been interviewed by SBT&T Company
and agreed to desist in any further activities with regard
to the telephone communications system. r1advised that
since his interview and agreement with th~lephone company
he has never used his telephone in any way other than in the
normal manner.
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HE: ~ I
OSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, JR.;

b6
b7C

c==Jadvised he went to school with and was acquainted
with Joseph Engressia but has limited association with him at
this time. He described Engressia as being obsessed with
telephone equipment and communications whereas his interest
is in the field of ham radio 0 erations and audio recordings.
He possesses ham radio license ~dvised he is un-
acquainted with

The following description was obtained through
interrogation and observation:

b6
b7C

I....,...,t~l--;B~-;-h -F:;::;-::;ll . d
;:.~).:.:~:.:a:.:m=~.....;;:~e~a,c, 0 r ~ a

I~_-
White
Male

Name
AIso Known As
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Hair
Complexion
Pecularities

On August 28, 1969, Joseph Engressia, Jr., 9050
Southwest l17th Avenue, Miami, telephone numbers 274-0760
and ~7l-984l, was interviewed in the radio shack at his resi
dence. He admitted an intense interest in the telephone ccm
pany systems and equipment. He advised t lm t he 1.s fami lia r
with practices as to telephone test numbers, circuits, and
operations of telephone companies. He exhibited an ability
to whistle ~600 cycle notes which he said are utilized by tele
phone companies in their long distance toll network. He
explained tha t he learned the ma,j ori ty of this information by
trial and error using the two telephone numbers subscribed to
by him, both of which are located in his radio shack and are
touch tone instruments.

Bngressia exhibited extensive knowledge of telephone
numbers and area codes, reciting from memory these numbers.
He advised that he makes numerous calls to various areas to
engage in conversations with telephone company people, opera tors,
friends, and fellow students. He revealed his knowledge of
a "blue box" and a "black box." He described a "black box"
as an inexpensive device which could be placed on a called
telephone and would eliminate the billing toll from the number
making the long distance call.
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RE: I I
JOSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, JR.;

He commented on the fact that he had been the sub
ject of investigation by the SBT&T Company but that he did
not want to violate any federal or state laws and he clai~d

that his activities were primarily for amusement and education.
He stated that he has never intercepted or monitored wats or
auto~on circuits but is aware that autovon circuits exist at
the Homestead Air Force Base, Florida.

He related that on one occasion he placed a telephone
call to the Homestead Air Force Base and asked for the autovon
operator, identified himself as a Navy Mars member, which he
is, and he was provided by the operator with a circuit. He
then called himself and hung up. He was motivated by the
challenge to see if he could do this.

Engressia admitted that he is aware of Miami tele-
phone numbers which would enable him to monitor a service re
presentative in the business office of the SBT&T Company. He
claimed that this is the only interception that he has ever
made. He stated that he knew of no one capable of intercepting
telephone calls and he denied that he has ever done this.
Engressia admitted he was aware that the telephone company has
busy verification trunks but that he has never been able to
dial into these trunks or find out how this can be accomplished.

Engressia stated that after he received newspaper
publicity in November, 1968, concerning his whistling tones, b6

I Pf Kansas City telephonically contacted b7C
Engressia and expressed interest in his abilities along this
line. Engressia admitted that subsequently he carried on tele
phone conversations with I ~hrough bridged rotary numbers.
Engressia advised that he has by trial and error found two
numbers strapped in rotary which numbers had been discontinued
and were unassigned, and also had the sleeve lead removed. He
stated that this condition sometimes occurs when the sleeve lead
is accidentally broken or torn off the frame connection. He
stated that when this condition is discovered it is then possible
for two people to call these numbers at the same time, talk
to each other and not be billed for a long distance call should
the call b!f from out of town. He advised he has talked with
his friends in Miami in this manner and he has also talked
with friends living in other cities. In order to accomplish
this it is necessary for a prearranged signal or agreement to
be made in order that both calls will be placed at the same
time. Engressia pointed out that person to person calls, collect
calls, etc. can be used as a signal for the second party to make
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Chicago.

RE: I I
JOSEPH CARL ENGRESSIA, JR.;

the telephone call to the rotary numbers.

Engressia denied any knowledge of[ lof

Engressia stated that should he ever learn of any
violation or of any interception of telephone communications
by anyone, he would report this information to the appropriate
authorities.

The following description was obtained through observation
and interview:

b6
b7C

Name
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Build
Hair
Complexion
Peculari ties
Occupation
Organizations

Family

Joseph Carl Engressia, Jr.
White
Male
May 25, 1949
Richmond, Virginia
5'10"
155
Mediwn
Brown
Fair
Blind
Ham radio operator, WA4JCT
South Miami Radio Club;
Civil Air Patrol;
Navy Military Affiliate
Radio Systems (affiliated with
Navy in handling non-priority
messages).
Joseph Carl Engressia, Sr. - father
Esther R. Engressia - mother
Toni Engressia - sister

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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