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California, 100 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica, California.
This transcript which details the multifrequency telephone e
calls made by Subject from his home on dates indicated was b7
made available by] lon 7/17/72. A copy of the 57D
above transcript was also made available to AUSA PAUL J.
FITZPATRICK, who was prosecuting this matter.

ADMINISTRATIVE

It is noted that the period of this report predates
the period of the previous report due to the fact that infor-
mation from auxiliary offices was received after the formation
of the last report.

The New York Office by letter dated 9/9/72

12/72,]| |- NY Telephone Company,
140 West Street, NYC, advised thg ference
~Xo_a telephone call madé by the Subject to lin NYC

.

using a multi-frequency signaling device, | | .

explained thatv
Telephone Irecaks are very ENowISUgaple corncerning telephone
operations and set up conference lines, in which several
telephone freaks are on the line at one time. This is
accomplished by one freak calling a central switchman and
posing as a telephone test man, he cons the switchman into
setting up a conference line. The line being open for an
extended period of time, permits the Telephone Company to
monitor the line, as it is being used without being paid
far hv_any snesking nartv. |

] |

I

: The interview which follows is being included in
thd administrative section of this report in view of the

fact that has advised he is willing to

help the FBI in This matter, however, does not desire that

his identity be disclosed. | | interview follows:
B
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| . Sen Jose, California
T 1| [@dvised he rirst learned of
Through an article that appeared in an wider— .

ground newspaper “"The Villege Reporter® out of New York.

|
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This document contalns nolther recommendalions nor concluslons of the FBI. It Is !he property of the FBl ond Is loaned to your agency;

It and its contonts are not to be distributed oulside your agoncy.
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U.S. Department of Justice F 1% 7

L e

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

June 18, 2009

Subject: FILE NUMBER 87-HQ-121189
FOIPA No. 1110885- 000
Dear Mr. Lapsley:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure,
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a:

Section 552 Section 552a
B(b)(1) B()7)(A) B(d)(3)
®(b)(2) B(b)(7)(B) 23)(2)
O(b)(3) &(b)(7)(C) a(k)(1)
B(b)(7)(D) B(k)(2)

B(b)(7)(E) a(k) ()
O(o)(7)(F) O(k)(4)
)4) B(b)(8) B(k)(5)
)©) B(k)©)
)

(4
)(5) B
)(6) B(k)(7

183 page(s) were reviewed and 122 page(s) are being released.

B(b
O(b
2(b
8

O Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been:

O referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you.

O referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this
information when the consultation is finished.

® You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in

writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425

New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the

date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it
may be easily identified.



1 The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown,
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s).
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s).
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit.

® See additional information which follows.

Sincerely yours,

Dl ld—y

David M. Hardy

Section Chief

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Records Management Division

Enclosure(s)

Enclosed is an excised copy of File 87-HQ-121189, section 1, which is responsive to your Freedom of
Information Act request.
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 8, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation
with the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy, ( D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or
physical safety of any individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce
crime or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 30506,

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ
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¥ D-—2€)3 (Rev 3-8—67)

>

FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVEST!GATlON

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

SAN FRANCISCO

REPORTING OFFICE \

SAN FRANCISCO

DATE

5/10/72

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

4/18/72 ~ 5/8/72

TITLE OF CASE

REPORT MADE BY

TYPED BY

| an 5?7{@{ s

CHARACTER OF CASE

Enclosed to the Bureau is one copy 11/71 Esquire
article entitled, "Secrets of the Little Blue Box, by

RON ROSEMBAUM.
ADMINISTRATIVE

A copy of the 11/71 Es

the Little Blue Box
USA's Office in San Francisco.

has prev1ous

FUGITIVE
ITSP FBW ?
REFERENCE
ﬁQ San Francisco teletype to Director; 5/4/72.°
P '
ENCLOSURES

quire article "'Secrets of
ly been furnished the

— \
"m“-}
ACCOMPL!SHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT-1 case Has sEen: /
convic | AuTO- FL(G !// FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

I

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [JvEs [K]no
PENDING PROSECUTION
Clves [Kino

ECIAL AGENT

LR

/f€/7//

APPROVED

OVER 51X MONTHS
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE:

ureau (Encl. l)(87 121189)
~USA, San Francisco
2-Los Angeles

¥-Dallas CINFO)(S? 21187)
3 - San Franc;sco (87 33313)

W6 G santued LfReas %‘J i\

7 -

Iy ¥
3

/2%51f§f7f§: ’:EE%) fﬁEC%m‘

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Notati j& A
;;WF

Agency !b&m .

Request Recd. s,

Date Fwd. @} =3 (: g%

How Fwd: o Oslayy oy B ‘icf?ﬁ

By Orddifisns [ q'ﬂ@ﬁ@i("?‘

;_EJ g GOVERRMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1987 0273~ -877

’ ¥




Routing Slip

FD-4 (Rev. mzzswy//// ;
Te: E_]Duector > ‘

Date

5/16/72

Att.: - FILE BU 87-121189 °
Title

[ISAC ITSP-FBW
[ ASAC »
(] Supv. b7cC
(] Agent
(T SE
D IC RE L€ SAI____ )
[JCC dated 5/10/72, SF. .
(] Steno ‘
[ Clerk (1 Rotor #:

ACTION DESIRED
[J Acknowledge ] Open Case
] Assign Reassign [ ] Prepare lead cards
[ Bring file (] Prepare tickler
[ Call me [J Return assignment card
[ Correct ] Retum file
[C]Deadline [ Search and return
(] Deadline passed [] See me
[ Delinquent [ Serial #
[] Discontinue (JPost [JRecharge []B&tum
[ Expedite [1Send to .
JFile (3 Submit new charge ow
{1 For information [} Submit report by :
[ JHandle [ Type v X(
[ Initial & return _ M
[]Leads need attention CONS

[ Return with explanation or notation as to action tak

Attached is the enclosure, whlch was inadvertently

not furnished with

- ENCLOSURETV S -

See reverse side

rerep. /a
SAC R.E. GEBHARDéﬁ/
Office SAN FRANCISCO

% R
&

git’h

7% 2 'GpQsie7t 4z1-419
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SF 87-33313
FAG/plh

A copy of this report is being furnished to the Dallas

0ffice in connection with their case entitledl ]
[ ], Dallas file 87-21187, as there are items of mutual interest " be
in the| linvestigation and in the [ Jinvestigation. . bIC

An extra copy of thisreport is being furnished the
Bupeau as FCChas indicated an interest in this investigation and
has indicated that they will probably contact the Bureau for a

copy of this report.

B
COVER PAGE




Telephone Company

SF 87-33313
FAG/plh

| General
advised that the Subject is beli
the individual referred to as

- Inasmuch as no tive proof of this is availablee
at this time the alias ofi |is not being ’

carried in the title of this report.
LEADS

LOS ANGELES
AT 105 ANGELES. CALIFORNIA: Will interview[ |

[who has been identified

as a "phone freak" and who on several occasions has heen
contacted by Subject and attempt . to obtain from
any information pertaining to Subject's violatiom.

SAN FRANCISCO

AT NIA: Will review the files
and interview Pacific:
Telephone Company for any &dditional INMIOImETIOUN concern-
ing Subject's violation.

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Will follow and
report prosecutive action against Subject.

| CALIFORNIA: Will interview

AT|

== "who is assocliated wi

Subject in a business called]

|for any
information pertaining to Subject’s violatioi. '

o
COVER PAGE

bo
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C
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. UNITEQSTATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS@ZE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

Copy to: © 1-USA, SAN FRANCISCO. .
. (Att: PAUL FITZPATRICK) ot

Report of: Offices SAN FRANCISCO

© Date: 5/10/72 :

‘ #5352 ] ]

Field Office File #: 87-33313 Bureau File #: 87 33818 G 87
Title:
Character: INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY-.

FRAUD BY WIRE

Synopsis: Tpfopmation furnished by the General Telephone Company
reveals that Subject, through the use of a "blue box"
and other devices has been able to emit multi-frequency
signals enabling him to bypass telephone toll equipment
and thus make toll free calls throughout the U.S. and other
patts of the world. AUSA, San Francisco " authorized filing
’ of a search warrant to search Subject's residence and
Volkswagen Van, and a complaint, bond recommended §5,000.
l Complaint and search warrant filed before U.S. Magistrate
% San Jose, Ca., 5/3/72. Subject arrested and search
: conducted 5/4/72. Same date Subject appeared before.U.S.
| Magistrate, San Jose and released on his OR. Préliminary
; hearing scheduled in USDC, San Francisco, 5/26/72. Subject's
! description and items seized in connection with search :
{ warrant set forth. Fugitive Form Letter submitted.
-P- b6
| . B7C
|  DETAILS: AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ©PiD

This invéstigation was predicated upon a telephone cdll
from | General Telephone Company
of California..100-Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica, .Califoriia
90406 to SAY |of. the San Frangisco:Qffice. Ef::::]
furnished a synopsis O The édivififf:fjncerning utilizing
multi frequency signals enabling to bypass telephone
: company toll equipment -and make ttell free walls  throughouk -
| ‘the United. States. , .

| | furnished the following summary memorandum
to the San Francisco Office by letter dated April 13, 1972.

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ouiside your agency.
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SUMMARY MEMORANDUM

Case classification 23

Praudulent Use of Toll Service b6

b7C

Sub jeet

Telephone number | ] )

M/W/A - 5'11" - 170 . Blk/Blue - DOB:
Calif. Driver's Licenss - Wears glasses

On several occasions during the year 1971, informetion was received from the
Security Department of British Columbia Telephone Company, Vancouver, Canada,
that their long-lines department was observing illegal entry by parties

dialing and multi-frequencing from points in the United States into their

toll switching system and returning back to points in the United States.

On several occasions line traces were made, and a number of them showed that
some of the parties came through switching machines in the San Jose, Oalifornias

aresa.

on I/17/74 was placed into service in Vencouver.
During this cutover it was observed that a conference call of several hours
duration was set up 1llepally, and a recording of a portion of this conference
crll was made. | [British Columbia Telephone
Company, delivered a copy of this tape to the oSecurlfy Department of General
Telephone Company of California. BSpecial Agent analyzed the tape
with| | and from information on the tape It became apparent that one
or more parties on the call were located in[:fj California, served by
Western California Telephone Company, & part of the General System..

I_’Zhe_ﬁ.nd.in.&s_w.e:re also reviewed with|
is investigation intc the

Pacific Telephone Company, snd from his invest
Traudulent use of multi-frequency signaling, he had determined that at least

two or more subjects were either living in the[ _ Jarea or were using
the area to make fraudulent toll calls by means of multi-frequency signaling.

A feature article on toll fraud by the use of multi-freguency signaling appeared
in the November 1971, issue of Esquire magagine.

During Januvary 1972, information was receilved from San Jose Chief Specilal
Agents’! that & citizen witness had observed & Volkswagen van, Celifornia
licens , nesr a phone booth in the San Jose area, and that the driver

was in the boobh with a device (box) that had the legend "Speech Scrambler"” on
the side. The box had a number of buttons on it, and he i

with it in the booth. The vehicle seen is registered to |
50 reported to that was 1llving &t
and weg using th ® at this location to

accomplish strange things.

bt
p7C
b7E

b6
b7c
b7D

e




e B |
A check of Commercisl records show that three lines are at this locabtion listed

as follows: b6
' b7C

1.

1R service Installed 7/11/67 - 1 instrument - rotary dial

IR service imstalled 11/8/7L - Touchcall - 1 2.line instrument

30

IR service installed 11/5/7L - 1 instrument - rotary service.

In exchanging information be ity departments throughout the United

States and Canada, the neames and | | were associated on
e number of occasilons in matters perveining to freudulent use of multi-frequency

signaling.

The credit information associated with| [telephone service indicated
that he is | | Purther ~

information developed shows thatll | _ |

A check of the toll billing associated withl::: telephone service shows
one toll call to Palo Alto from December 1971 through March 1972 billing.

on 3/27/72, & night time line observation was made on telephone number
" starting at 1710 hours, and ending on 3/28/72, at 0810 hours.

A tape identified as Master #1 wes produced. It contains evidence of numerous
ettempts and completions of calls using multi-frequency signaling to points in
Californie and to Sidney, Australia. ’

On 3/30/72, & day time line observaetion was made on telephone number|

starting at 0630 hours and ending at 2010 hours.

A tape identified as Master #2 was produced. It contains evidence of numerous
attempts and completions of calls using multi-frequency signaling to points
in California » Texas, and New York. .

Modified tapes identified as Mod. #1l from Master #1, and modified tepés identified
as Mod. #1-1 end Mod. #1-2 from Master #2 were produced. ' ,

[Quses two basic M.O.'s to complete toll calls after he has entered the
endem (ToLl) network after manipulation of the local exchange equipment: ‘

b7E




The overt act is committed by use of multi-frequency signaling since no equipment
emitting multi-frequency tones is furnished to subscribers by the telephone
companies. ‘ .

A normal instrument, either standard rotary dial or touchcall, does not contain
multi-frequency capability.

In additionh, has acquired a command of telephone language which he uses
to inmpersonate, and is in contact with other "phone freaks" throughout the
world., It can be assumed that a congiderable amount of informetion is bélng
exchanged to further his knowledge in telephony.

The findings of this investigation were reviewed with !of the Company's
legal staff, and it is his conclusion that there is suillclen vidence to
present this case to the U. S. Attorney or District Attorney. )

Sr. Specilal Agent

PTE

b6
b7C
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docuawent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the "B and is loaned to
sppeney, i and its conlents ure not to he distributed outside yow agency.
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Dote of transcription L/2Uu/72 e

l I General
Telephone Company, personally appeared in the San Francisco
Office of the IBI and advised as follows: b6
Due to irregularities noted on a line of the Western i;g
Telephone Company, a subsidilarv of the General Telephone
Companv. on a line leased to
California, telephone | [ IIne
observations were authorized to be made on this line. ] l
stated that the telephone companies have been & ded
a limited right to intercept telephone calls where an
irregularity is noted by the following laws:

1. Title III Omnibus Crime Bill
(Public Law 93-51, Paragraph 2511 Section 2)

2. California Penal Code
Chapter 1.5, Section 631(b)

stated that he personally made these
observations from 5:10 PM, March 27, 1972 until 8:10 AM,
March 28, 1972 and again from f:30 AM. March 30, 1972
until 8:10 PM, March 30, 1972. |stated that he
made tapes 1dent1f1ed as Master number 1 and Master number 2 -
as evidence of the numerous attempts and completlon of
calls using multi-frequency signaling to various points
within the United States and to foreign countries.

stated that the calls made during this peridd ©
“TTmeIhcluded calls to points ip-Lalifarnia, Sidney,
Australia, Texas and New York. hdded that he produced
modified tapes identified as mod. #1 from master #1 and

modified tapes identified as mod. #l-1 and ~2 from
master #25 which reflect the calls made by

|Further advi xamination of the
toll bi 1lng8[iii§iift6d with telephone service .

reflects that was not billed for any of the calls
made during the above stated periods.

4/18/72

San Francisco, Calif. File # _ SF 87-33313 ~

A ] . .
SA | lan i?c

e §“A Plh Date dictated h/24/72 - v
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reflecting the above calls.
as follows:

made available the call detailed sheets

The call detail sheets avre

b6
b7C
b7D
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Intorviewed on .2/ 2/ 72 ot San Francisco, Calif. File # _OF 87-33313

by .

~.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' '

Date of transcription ._5/ 8/72

TmmmTTTTT b6
General b7C

Telephone Company, personally appeared 17 THE Hdl Francisco . b7D

Office of the FBI and advised that two line observations
soma mevernally made by him on the telephone leased Dby
télephone

number | |

The first line observation was made on April 30, 1872
between the hours of 8:00 PM through 12:00 midnight.l |
stated that during this period of fime at 10:52 PM multi-
frequency signals were detected comina—from this line and an
individual who identified himself as completed
a call by the use of multi-frequency signals TO Inward
Operator, Oakland, California. :

stated that he personally made line
observations on 1ine on May 1, 1872 between the
hours of 12:01 AM_THF6U§A 11:00 PM. [:f:::::]stated that
during this period of time numerous calls were mag hrough

the use of unauthorized multi-frequency signals. I
advised that all of the calls were made to points in

California except for one call. This call was made at

7.59 PM which was a multi-frequency call made to a clandestine
phone freak conference circuit set up in Oklahoma City, ‘
Oklahoma.

[ [stated that he has made tapes evidencing
the above calls which he has identified on a call detail

cheet as modified tape #3 and modified tape i

. made available the call detail sheets
referring to these calls. The sheets are as follows:

10 b6
DA /_plh Date dictated 5/8/72 - biC

I« docunent containg neither recommendations nor 51 i i
! il containe < conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the IF'BI and is loa
vour rgaeneys it and ils contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. B s foaned to
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On May 2, 1972, the facts of this case were presented

Im (Aasistant U.S. Attorney, PAUL J. FITZPATRICK by SA

| Mp. FITZPATRICK authorized the filing .of

a complaint charging lwith violation of
Title 18, Section 1343, Interstate Transportation of Stolen
Property - Fraud by Wire. Bond was recommended at $5,000-~
At the same time M., FITZPATRICK authorized the filing of a

ceapch warrant for the search of a

located at|

TaliTorniat 1969 California Volkswagen Wagon,

|
California license[::j:::].

SA
May 3,

Bureau.

The above complaint and search warrant were filed by
before U.S. Magistrate, NORDIN F. BLACKER on
972, at San Jose, California.

Fugitive Form Letter has been submitted to the

14
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May 8, 1972 .

. Date of tronscription ...

California, wes advised as To ‘the 1

SHTITIES Ul thno—xmoos—
viewing Ag en placed under arrest king
1ot of the located &

L [ California. SA advised

that he was being placed under arrest for violation
Trterstate Trensportation of Stolen Property, Fraud by Wire.

upon observing arresting Agents and prior
o0 his actual arrest, exited the Volkswagon van he was
driving and walked to the rear of his vehicle. Upon reach-
ing en area near the rear right bumper, he was observed by
arresting Agents to drop from hig shirt on the ground the
following items which were seized:

1)
2)

3)

L)

After discerding the above items,[::::::]was then
observed to place a small metal object, later determined
o be a magnet on the rear portion of his vehicle. This
object, which was a silver in color magnet, approximately
7/8 inches long by 1/8 inches wide was also seized.

/

Interviewed on 5'/&/72 ot ] Lcalj fornia File # wm—-—»—-
SA I '
SV {_eﬂp__—————* Date dictated -—-———5#5%/79
This decument vontaing neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is losned to
your agency; it and its contents ure 1ot lo be distributed outside your agency.
15
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DKB/PIF/esp

Upon placingl ____ Junder errest, SA |
formally advised him of his rights by stating that before
we ask you any questions you have certain rights. You
have the right to remain silent, and anything that you
say could be used against you in court. 7You have the
right to talk to a lawyer before we ask you any questions
and to have him present during the interview. If you are
not able to afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for
you prior to any interview. If you elect to answer ques-—
tions at this time without your lawyer present, you may

+ any time until you do consult with your lawyer.
stated that he understood his rights and that he
not have any questions.

During a search ofl :incidental 4o his arrest,

the following items were found on his person:

b6
b7C

16
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- 10)

The following description was obtained through

'observation and interview:

Name:

Race:

Sex:

Height:
Weight:

Hair:

Eyes: “
Peculiarities:

17
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Dote of transcription h......__g)v/ 1.0 /..'.7.2‘ e e

I | b6
Califapnia.  was arrested in the parking loT ol LHE | | bicC

1ifornia, by SAs | |and{ |
| was then placed in a Bureau automobile.

‘ was orally advised of his rights by SA
and was furnished a Waiver of Rights Form which after reading
he stated he understood, but declined to sign.

was furnished a copy of a search warrant
issued on May 3, 1872 by U.S. Magistrate, NORDIN F. BLACKER
and after reading above search warrant advised he understood
the statements contained therein.

said he did not wish to answer any questions
at this Time without benefit of an attorney, but was willing
to furnish descriptive information:

, The following information was obtained through
observation and interview: ‘

Name
Race

Sex

Born :

" Place of Birt
Height

Weilght

Hair

Lyes

Driver's License
Social Seeurity

Occupation
Employer
tnturviewed on 5/!‘4‘/72 at X Calif- File # ST 87-33313
SAs| | and
by o] [ plh Dote dicrared 5/ 10772

Phy + locument conlaing netther recommendutions nor conclusions of the FBL. Tt is the property of the FBI and is loaned lo

vour pgeney, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your‘agency.

18
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SF 87~33313
FAG/plh |
b6
b7C
Parents
Brother
Sister
Current Address
Person Knowing Address
Military Service
] was asked if he had ever used any names other .
than | | and he stated he did not wish to

answer ‘that questTion.

19
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FEDERALQREAU OF INVESTIGATION G Lo
- Date of transcription __._.._5/10/72..‘ B
b6
Aftor the arrost of at bTC
| of the '
Volkswagon van he was driving bearing Callfornia license number

was made by Sas and
The search was a rch warrant
issued May 3, 1972, by U.S. Maglstrate NORDIN ¥, BLACKER at

San Jose, Califorﬁia.

The following items were located in the van and
selzed as evidence:

7

. i i - 3
rersiowed oo 3/ 472 | | california Filo # SF_87-3331
sa| | and
by SAJ lYVCk e Date dictated 5/5/7?
104

This document contains neither re acommendations nor conclusions of the Bl 1t is the property of the FBI and is louned lo
your agency; it and its contents wre uot lo be di stributed outside your agency.
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At approximately 10:10 am on May .4, 1972; a search

Date of transcription May 8, 1972

of the residence described as a one sto

wellin :
‘house, with detached garage, located at i
I | California, was made pursuant. to € execu of

a search warrant.

Tt is noted the search warrant was issued

by United States Magistrate NORDIN F. BLACKER, San Jose, .
California on May 3, 1972.

A+ the time of searchl! |

orally read the warrant by SA|

advised she understood the search warrent end voluntarily
consented to the search.

A search was conducted in the rear bédroom of‘the

southeast cormer, which was considered -by

regidence on the
—

The following items were seized end marked for

evidence:

Interviewed on 5/4/72 af]

California .. # _ SF 87-333513

1

SA 20 »
by SA _.e_gp'_—_—-m ~ Daote dictated 5/4/72 L
This documpnt contains neilher recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lolmed to

your ngency; it and its contents are not Lo be distributed outside your agency.
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May 10, 1972, ..

Date of tronscription ..

during
phreaks.

Califaornia. advi he is currently| r b6
X | stated that he met] in bicC
Earlv (crober, 1971. ] California. :
Jose, | ! stated he had a conversation WitH-
at the party and during the .conversation talked

Oout_the telephone system and how the telephone system is set
up. ifurther stated that[:::;;]made reference
= conversation to an article which dealt with phone

stated he ran intol

timee after +hat an

la few

learned that

[ stated he became aware,that::::::;jﬁaa'a“tecnnxca:———
kKnowledge of the telephone system and seeme extremely interested

in the telephone system,

|

| Istated thad

was visited by numerous

unknown individuals|

however,

e e e vt S 3 i b e 07 T

stated he could not name any of these individuals.

b6

Interviowed on ___5_’[_9/72 a

California—

B

File # .SF 8733313

———-
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by o OB vek

your ngency; it and ite contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency.

Date dictoted

5/10/72,

This document contains netther racommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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KWT/vek

Yo .
gen be
stated that he was unaware that | [was doing anything b7?

wrong or illegal and[ Inever made boasts or statements
about any skills.

24
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5/10/72

. Date of transcription ...

California, advised that she is employed by|
I | cCalifornia, as a

l

b6
b7C
b7D

be
b7cC

5/4/72 . San Jose, California

Interviewed on

™

Date dictated

SA
oy I Yvck 2

This document contains neither recommenduations nor conclusions of the FBL
t lo be disiributed outside your agency.

your ngency; it and its contents ure no

5/10/72

File # . SF 87-33313

It is the property of the FBI and is louned lo
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510072

. Dote of transcription ...

) General b6
Telephone Company of California, 100 WilshiTe ©9 levard, . i;;

Santa Monica, California, was present during the examina-
tiom of items seized pursuant to the execution of a search

; warrant issued by U.S. Ma%istrate NORDIN F. BLACKER, San
Jose, California, on May 3, 1972

:The above ms seized on May &, 1972 were taken

from the person of a 196E:ffffgj
Vo]_kswagen‘ Wag-nn hearing Calitornia Ligense
regigtered to and the residence at

California.

The above items were examined and the following
[idenxifigagigg1regarding some of the items was made by
, Senior Special Agent, General Telephone

Company of Galifornia: :

— « R N

Irerviewed on 5/5/72 . San Jose, California File #SE 87-33313

- sal ih T 5/8/72
|/ p 56 /8/

by - e

Dote dictated

This document contains neither racomr;wndutions nor conclusions of the FBl. It is the property of the FBI and is looned to
your agency; it and its contenls ure not to be distributed outside your agency.
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: b6
On Mav &, 1972, | | b7C
| California, appeared before U.OS. Magistrate
NORDIN F. BLACKER, San Jose, Califormia, Docket Number
5.72-107-B. He was released on his own recognizance and
ordered to appear in U.S. District Court, San Francisco,

on May 26, 1972

28
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Dote of !rcnscripﬁonvw,..__S..Z.l.Q/jz ) ‘ vt

x l |
l [ California, was advised of the identitles of

interviewini Agents and of his rights as appeared on the e
Advice of Rights form. He executed the waiver by signature b7C

and advised as follows:

|with| l

in o business called | |
|

I located at | .

Ts partnership was formed in aﬁnmima.t_a_lll—,_J
1 agreement only between
The purpose of the business is tol F'

i ociated|

Ua ciatad that he has koown| ]
and that he met
| la couple of years &gU. ~ . ‘

I:);lhas never discussed, participated in design-
ing or manufacturing of any instrument with lox any
other person that could to his knowledge be used to defraud’
the telephone company or any other company or individual-

in any way.

4 SF 87-33313

5/8/72 o | calif. . .__rue
29
/ ‘Dlh Date dictated 5/10/72

Interviewed on

SAs l{ | and

by

ns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ls louned lo

Thix document contai
t 1o be distributed outside your agency.

your agency: it and ite contents ure no
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It is moted that[::::::] stated that he resides
at this address and has the electrical shop in a small
room in the fromt of the building at this address.

: furnished the following background
and descriptive data:

Name
Sex
Race
Birth Data

Eyes

Hair

Height

Weight

Marital Status
Education

Major Field of Study
Criminal Record

30
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The files of the FBI Identification Division were _
examined on May 21, 1972 and no criminal record for the o6
Subject was located. ole
on May 8, 1972, E

Federal Communications Commission (FCC), 3ZZ CUSTOM HUUSE,
555 Battery Street, San Franciscog advised that his recoxds

reflect that g8 license number
was issued o Date of i a3 _ToT
indicated. |also Indicated that on

io telephone opératox's first class license number
as issued to | o

31
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Ron Rosenbaum

4 story so incredible is may evenmake you feel sorvy for the phone company’

————— e

The Dive Box Is Introduced:
Its Qualities Are Remarked

I am in the cxpensively furnished living room of Al
Gilbertson®, the creator of the “blue hox.” Gilbextson is
holding one of his shing bl k-and-silver “blga boxes”
comfortably in the palm of his hand, pointing out the
thirteen little ved push buttons sticking up from the

vy tonsole. He is dancing his fingers over the buttons, tap-

AN

ping out discordant beeping clectronic lingles. He is try-
ing to explain to e how his litile blue box doos nothing
less than place the entire telephone system of the world,
sateliites, cables and all, at the serviee of the blue-box
operator, free of charge.

“That’s what i1 doos. Essentiallyv it gives you the power
of & super operator, You seize a tandem with this top
button,” he presses Lthe top bulten with his index finger
and the blue box emits a high-pitched cheep, “and like
that"—cheey goes the blue box aguin—*“vou control the
phone company’s Jong-distance switching systems from
your cutle little Princess phone or any old pay phone, And
you've got anonymity. An operaloy has to operate from
a definite location : the phone company knows where she
is and what she's doing. Bul wiih your Leeper box, once
you hop onfo a trunk, say from a Holiday Tnn 300 [toll-
free] number, they don't know wheye you are, or where
youw're coming from, they don't know how you slipped
into their lines ang bopped up in that 800 number. They
don’t even know anything illegal is going on. And you
¢an obscure your origing through as many levels as you
like. You can cal] next door by way of While Plaing, then

over to Liverpool by cable, and then baek uere by satel-

lite, You can eall yourself from one pay phone all the way
around the world to a pay phone next to you. And you get
your dirae back too.”

“And they can’t brace the callg? They can’t charge
you?”

“Not if you do it the right way. But you'll find that the
frec-call thing fsn' realdiy as exciting al first as ilic feool-
ing of power you eet from having one of these babies
in your hand. I've watched people when they fivsl get
hold of one of (hese things and start using it, and dis-
cover they can male conneetions, set up erissevoss and
zigzag swilching patlerns back and forlh across Lhe
world. They havdly (51k {o (Fo peania Phaw et s o0

L1y SuE dioHs wunl st thinlang of what kind of eull
1 Lo &
\

4

are. There ure lots of blue boxes arcund, but mine are
the smallest and most sophisticated electronically, T wish
I could show vou the protolype we made for our big
syndicate order.”? .

He sighs. “\We had this order for a thousand beeper
boxes from a syndicate front man in Las Vegas. They
use them to place beals coast to coast, keeplines open
for hours, all of which can gel expensive if vou have
to pay. The deal was a thousand blue boxes for $300
apiece. Befare then we velailed them for $1,500 apicce,
but $300.000 in one iy was havd to turn do 1. We had
a manufacturing deal worked out in the Philippines.
Everything ready {o go. Anyway, the model T had ready

_for limited mass prodietion was small enough to fit in-

side a flip-top Maribore box. It had flush touch panels for
a kevboard, rather {han these unsightly buttons sticking
oul. Looked just Jike a Liny portable radio. In fact, I had
designed it with a tiny trausistor receiver Lo get one AN
chamnel, so in case the law became suspicious (he owner
could switch on the radio part, start snapping his fingers,
and no one could tell anything illegal was going on, I
thoughi of everything for this model-—I had it lined with
a band of thermite which could be ignited by radio signal
from a tiny bution transmitler on your belt, so it could
be burned {o ashes Instantly in case of a bust. 1t was
beautiful. A beautiful little’ machine, You should have
seen the faces on these syndicate guys when they came
back after lrying it out. They'd hold it in their pahn
like they nevey wanted to let it go, and they'd say, 'I can't
believe it, I can’t believe it Tou probably won’t believe
it untll you try it.” )
The Blue Box I3 Tosted:
Certain Connections A re Made

About eleven o'cloek: two nights later Fraser Lucey has a
blue box in the palm of his left hand and a phone in the
palm of his vighl. He is standing inside a phone booth
next to an isolaled shut-down motel ol Highway 1. I aru
standing outside the phone booth.

Fraser likes Lo show off his Llue box for people. Until
a few weeks ago when Pacific Telephone made a fow
arrests in his city, Fraser Lucey liked to bring his blue
box** {o parties. It never failed: a few cheeps from his
device and Fraser became the confer of affention we v
ST S TSI T Betmlargsy playing  phiond teicks aud

doing request nnpmhers SESELUREEETSERN. & 3 ety

to make pegt Phov R Eaa s e t

A S vie =Y
eI e TS prenage i his palin, g fingers ave still
dancing, tapping out beeper patlerns.

“Ithink it's sontething to do with how small my madela

s el pape Les Lice g eleryed,

Photayruphad by Rongig Barnett

YT pavticnlar bine ba, bice aaust blue boxes, ts anl blee, B
Bogus Jdve caie to be culled e bores™ ertliee 1 heeduse Hie first
L bog crer congiseded by plione-com puity seewrity wen iappened
‘o be Lve, ar 1) te distewguish them jror »blach, bores” Block
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combinations of six master tones. Those are ihe tones
you somelimes hear in the background after you've
dialed a long-distance number. They decided to use some
very simple tones——the tone fov cach number is just two
fixed single-frequency lones played simulianeously to
create a certain beat frequency. Like 1300 cyeles per
second and 900 cycles per second played together give
you the {one for digit 5. Now, what some of these phone
phreaks have done is gel themselves aceess Lo an electric
organ. Any cheap family home-enteriainment organ,
Since the frequencies are-public knowledge now-—one
blind phone phreak has even had them recorded in one of
those talking books for the blind—they just have to ind
the musical notes on the organ which correspond to the
phone tones. Then they tape them. For instance, to get
Ma Bell's {one for the number 1, you press down organ
keys 17 and A3 (900 and 700 cycles per second] at the
same time. To produce the Lone for 2 it’s F5 and 6 {1100
and 700 c.p.s]. The phone phreaks cireulate the whole
list of notes so there’s no trial and crror anymore.”

He shows me a list of the rest of the phone numbers
and the two electric organ kevs that produce them.

“Aclually, vou have to record these notes at 3%
inches-per-second tape speed and double it to T34 inches-
per-second when you play them back, to get the proper
tones,” he adds.

“So once you have all the tones recorded, how do you
plug them into the phone system ?”

“Well, they take their organ and their cassette re-
corder, and start banging oub entire phone numbers in
tones on the organ, including country ecodes, rouling
instructions, KP’ and ‘Start’ {ones. Or, if they don’t
have an organ, someonc in the phone-phreak network
sends them a casselte with all the {oues recorded, with
a volee saying ‘Number one,” {hen you have the tone,
‘Number two,” then the tone and so on. So with two
cassette recorders-they can pul logether & series of phone
numbers by switching back and forth from number to
number. Any idiot {u the country with a cheap casseltie
recorder can make all the Dree calls he wants,”

“You mean you just hold the casselte recorder up to
the mouthpiece and switch in a series of beeps you've
recorded? The phone thinks that anything thai makes
these tones must be its own equipment ?”

“Right. As long as you get the frequency within thirty
eyeles per second of the phone company's tones, the phone
equipment thinks it hears its own voice talking to it. The
original granddaddy phone phreak was this blind kid with
perfect piteh, Joe Engressia, who used to whistle into the
phone. An operator could tell the difference between his
whistle and the phone company’s eleclronic tone geney-
ator, but the phone company’s swilching civeuif can’t tell
them apart, The higger the phone company gets and the
furL}\er away from human operators it gots, the more
vulnerable it becomes to all sorts of phone phreaking.”

A Guide for the Perplexed

“But wait a minute,” ] stop Gilbertzon. “If everylhing
you do sounds like phone-compuny cquipment, why
doesn’t the phone company charge you for the call the
way it churges its own equipment 7”7

_“Olay. Thal’s where the 2600.cycle tone.comes in. T
belter starl from the Leginning.”

tandem is a Jine with some relays wilh the capability of
signaling any other tandein in any olher toll switching
office on the continent, either direetly one-to-one or by
programming a roundabout roule through several othoep
tandems if all {he direct ronles are busy. For instance,
if you want to call from New York to Los Angeles and
traflic is heavy on all diveel {runks between the two cities,
your tandem in New York is programmed to try the next
best voute, which may send you down to a tandem in New
Orleans, then up {o San Francisco, or down to a New
Orleans tandem, back to an Atlanta tangdem, over 1o an
Albuquerque tandem and finally up to Los Angeles.

When a tandem is not being used, when it's sitling
there waiting for someone 1o make a long-distance eall,
it whistlés. Onec side of the tandem, the side “facing”
your home phone, whistles at 2600 cycles per seeond
toward all the home phones serviced by the exchange,
telling them it is at’ their service, should they bhe inter-
ested in making a long-distance call. The other side of the
tandem is whistling 2600 c.p.s. inlo one or more long-
distance {runk lines, {elling the rest of the phone system
that it is neither sending nor receiving a call through
that {runk al the moment, that it has no use for ihat
trunk at the moment.

When you dial a long-distance numbey the first thing
that happens is that you arc hooked into a taudem. A
register comes up to the side of the tandem facing awayv
from you and presents that side with the number vou
dialed. This sending side of the tandem siops whistling
2600 inte ils trunk line. When a tandem stops the 2600
tone it has been sending i{hrough a trunk, the trunk is
said to be “seized,” and is now ready io-carry the num-
ber you have dialed—converied into multi-{frequency
beep tones-—to a tandem in the area code and central
ofiire you want.

Now when a blue-box operator wants to make a call
from New Orleans to New York he stavis by dialing the
800 numiber of a company which might happen to have
its headquariers in Los Angeles. The sending side of the
New Orleans tandem stops sending 2600 out over the
trunk to the central office in Los Angeles, thereby seizing
the trunk. Your New Orleans tandem begins sending
beep tones 1o a tandem it has discovered idly whistling
2600 cycles in Los Angeles. The receiving end of that
L.A. tandem is seized, stops whistling 2600, listens to the
beep tones which tell it which L.A. phone to ring, and
starts ringing the 800 number. Meanwhile a mark
made in the New Orleans office accounting tape notes
that a call from your New Orleans phone to the 809
number in L.A. has been initiated and gives the call a
code number. Bverything is routine so far.

But then the phone phreak presses his blue box to the
mouthpiece and pushes the 2600-cycle butlon, sending
2600 out from the New Orleans tandem to the L.A. tan-
dem. The L.A, tandent notices 2600 cyeles are coming
over the line again and assumes that New Orleans has
hung up because the Lrunk is whistling as if idle. The
L.A. tandem immediately ceases ringing the 1.4, 800
number. Dul as soon as the phreak takes his finger off
the 2600 bulton, the L.A. tandem assumes the trunk is
once again being used because the 2600 is gone, so it
Higlens for a new scries of digil tunca=~to find vub where
it must send the eall,

— - Lhe-begbaning-hedeseri hes—formme fs - visoT ot the
vhone system of the continent as thousands of webs, of
long-line trunks radiating from each of the hundreds of
Loll swilching oflices Lo (e other tolt switehing oflices.
IZach toll switching office 7 a hive compacted of thou-
sands of long-distance tanderns constantly whistling and
beeping to (andems in Far-off toll switching ollices,

The Landem is the key Lo the whole systom, Fach

This. he bluesbox- operalomin-New- Gitdesns—tiove -5t
touch with a tandem in L.A. which is waiting like an
obedient genic to be told what {o do next. The blue-bux
owner then heeps oul the len digits of the New York
number which tell the 1AL tandem Lo relay a call to New
York Cily. Which il promptly does, As soon as your
party picks up the phone in New York, the side of the
New Orleans tasdem facing you atons sendine 26800




stop talking lo New York a notation is made that the

wyeles {o you and stavls carrying his voice Lo you by way
of the 1. A, {tandera, A netation js made ou the accounting
‘fape that the connection has been made on the 800 call
which had been inilialed and noted earlier. When you

800 call has ended.

At three the next morning, when the phone company’s
accouniing compuler starts reading back over the mas-
ter accounting fape for the past day, it records that
a call of a certain length of time was made from your
New Orvleans home to an L.A. 800 number and, of
course, the acecounting computer has been trained to
ignove these toll-free 800 calls when compiling your
monthly bill,

“All they can prove is thal you made an 800 toll-free
call,” Gilbertson the inventor concludes. “Of course, if
you're foolish enough to talk for two hours on an 800
call, and they’ve installed one of their special anti-fraud
computer programs o walch out for such things, they
may spol you and ask you why vou took two hours {alk-
ing o Avmy Recruiting’s 800 number when you're 4-F.

Bul if you do il from a pay phone, they may discover

something peculiar the next day—i{ thev’ve got a blue-
box hunting program in their computer—but you’ll be
a long {ime gone from the pay phone by then. Using a
pay phone is almost guaranteed safe.”

“What about the recent series of blue-box arrests all
across the country—New York, Cleveland, and so on?”
T asked. “Tow were they caught so easily?” ~

“From what I can tel], they made one big mistake:
they were seizing {runks using an area code plus 355-
1212 instead of an 800 number. Using 555 is casy lo de-
teet Lecause when you send multi-frequency beep tones
off 555 you gel a charge for it on your 1ape and the ac-
counting computer knows There’s something wrong when
it tries to bill you for a two-hour call to Akron, Ohio,
information, and it drops a trouble card which goes right
into the hends of the securily azont if theyre locking for
blue-box users,

“Whoever sold those guys their blue boxes didn’t tell
them how to vse them properly, which is fairly irrespon-
sible. And they were fairly slupid to use them at home
all the time.

“Bul what those arrests really mean is that an awful
lot of blue hoxes are flooding into the couniyry and that
people ave finding them so casy to make thal they know
how to make them before they know how to use them.
Ma Bell is in trouble.”

And if a Dblue-box operator or a cassette-recorder
phone phreak sticks {o pay phones and 800 numbers,
the phone company can’t stop thom?

“Not unless they change their entire nationwide long-
lines technology, which will take them a few billion
dollars and {wenty years. Right now they can’t do a
thing. They're screwed.”

Captain Crunch Demonstraies Iis Famous Unit

There 1s an underground telephone network in this coun-
try. Gilbertson discovered it the very day news of his
activities hit the papers. That evening his phone began
ringing. Phone phreaks from Seattle, from Florida,
from New York, from San Jose, and from Los Angeles
began calling him and telling him about the phone-
phreak network, Ile’d get a call from a phone phreak
who'd say nothing but, “Iaung up and call this number.”

When he dinled (e numbar he'd find himaenalf find inia
eI ErCiced a doZen phoue phreaks arrdighd thiough

Faxs)

.

for hum, they tilked shop about phone-phreak devices.

*They lev him in on their seercls on the theovy vhat if the

phone company was after him he must be trustworthy.
Aud, Gilbertson recalls, they stunned him with their
technical sophistication. ) ’

T ask him how {o get in touch with the phone-plireak
nelwork. Ile digs around through a file of old schemalics
and comes up with aboul a dozen numbers in threc
widely separated area codes.

“Phose arc the centers,” he tells me. Alongside some
of the numbers he writes in first names or nicknames:
names like Caplain Crunch, Dr. No, Frank Carson (also
a code word for free call), Marty Freeman (code word
for A-T" device), Peler Perpendicular Pimple, Alefnull,
and The Cheshire Cal. Ife makes checks alongside the
names of those among these top fwelve who are blind.
There are five checks.

I ask him who this Captain Crunch person is.

“Oh. The Captain. He’s probably {he most legendary

phone phreak. He calis himself Captain Cruneh after the

notorious Cap’n Crunch 2600 whistle.” (Several years
ago, Gilberison explains, the makers of Cap™m Crunch
breakfast cereal offered a toy-whistle prize in every box
as a treat for the Cap'n Crunch sct. Somchow a phone
phreak discovercd that ihe toy whislle just happened to
produce a perfect 2600-¢cyele tone. When the man who
calls himself Caplain Crunch was transferved overseas o
Ingland with his Air Force unit, he would receive scores
of calls Trom his {riends and “mute” them-—make them
{ree of charge o them—by blowing his Cap'n Crunch
whistle into his end.)

“Captain Crunch is one of the older phone phreaks,”
Gilbertson tells me. “He’s an engineer who once gol in a
little trouble for fooling around wilh the phone, but he
can’t stop, Well, this guy drives across counlry in a
Volkswagen van with an entive swilchboard and a com-
pulerized super-sophisticated M-F-er in the back. He'll
pull up to a phone booth on a lonely highway somewhere,
snake a cable oul of hix bus, hook it onto the phone and
sit for hours, days somelimes, sending calls zipping back
and forth across the country, all over the world. . ., .”

Back at my molel, I dialed the number he gave me {or
“Captain Crunch” and asked for G-~~~ T----- , his
real name, or at least the name he uscs when he’s not
dashing irto a phone booth beeping out M-I tones faster
than a speeding bullet, and zipping phantomlike through
the phone company’s long-distance lines.

When G----T----- answered the phone and I told
him I was prepaving a slory for Esquire about phone
phreaks, he became very indignant.

“T don’t do that. I don’t do that anymore at all. And if
I do it, I do it for one reasdn and one reason only. I'm
learning about a system. The phone company is a System.
A computer is a System. Do you understand? If I do
what I do, it is only to explore a System. Computers.
Systems. That’s my bag. The phone company is nothing
but a computer.”

A tone of tightly restrained excitement enters the
Captain’s voice when he starts falking about Syslems.
He begins Lo pronounce each syllable with the hushed
deliberation of an obscene caller.

“Ma Bell is a system I want {o explore. It’s a beau-
tiful system, you know, but Ma Bell screwed up. IVs
terrible because Ma Dell is such a beautiful system, but

she screwed up. 1 learned how she screwed up from a
pannle Al BWHnd 1de wela v abad soa da il o davicos §
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identified themselves as phone phreaks, they demon-
itratod their homemade blue boxes which they called
M-F-ers” (for “mulli-frequency,” among other things)
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told me 1 could make calls into a computer, my eyes lil
up. I wanted to leavn aboutl computers. I vanted Lo learn
about Ma Bell's computers, So I built the Jittle device.
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Only T buill il wrong and Ma Bell found out. Ma Rell
can deteet things like that. Ma Bell knows, So 'm strictly
oul of it now. I don’t do il. Lxcept for learning pur-
poses.” He pauses. “So you want4o write an article. Are
vou paying for this call? Hang up and call this number.”

Jlc gives me a number in an area code a thousand miles
north of his own. I dial the number.

“Iello again. This is Caplain Crunch. You are speak-
ing to me on a toll-free loop-around in Portland, Oregon.
Do you know what a toll-free loop-around is? I'll tell
you.”
~ He explains to me thal almost every exchange in the
country has open test numbers which allow other ex-
changes to test their connections with it. Most of these
numbers occur in consecutive pairs, such as 302 9356-0041
and 956-0042, Well, certain phone phreaks discovered
that if two people from anvwhere in the couniry dial
those two consecutive numbers they can talk together
just as if one had called the other's number, with no
charge to cither of them, of course,

“Your voice iz looping around in a 4A switching ma-
chine up there in Canada, zipping back down to me,” the
Captain tells me. “My voice is looping avound up there
and back down to you. And it can’t ever cost anyone
money. The phone phreaks and I have compiled a list of
many many of these numbers. You would be surprised
if you saw the list. I could show it to you. But 1 won't.
I'm out of that now. I'm not out to screw dMa Dell. T know
better. If 1 do anything it's for the pure knowledge
of the System. You can learn to do fantastic things.
Have you ever heard eight tandems stacked up? Do you
know the sound of iandems stacking and unslacking?
Give me your phone nuniber. Okay, Hang up now and
wait a minute.”

Slightly less U ..n a minute later the phone rang and
the Captain was on the line, his voice sounding far more
excited, almost arcused. :

“T wanted to show you what it’s like {o stack up tan-
dems. To stacl up tandems.” (Whene, r the Captain
says “slack up” it sounds as if he is lcking his lips.)

“How do you like the connection you're on now?” the
Captain asks me. “I’s a raw tandem. A rawe tandem.
Ain’t nothin’ up fo it but a {andem. Now I'm going to
show you what it’s like to stack up. Blow off. Land in a
faraway place. To stack {het tandem up, whip back and
forth across the country a few times, then shoot on up
to Moscow.

“Listen,” Captain Crunch continues. “Listen. I've got
a line tie on my switchboard here, and I'm gonna let
you hear me stack and unstack tandems. Listen to this.
I'ni gonna blow your mind.”

First T hear a super rapid-fire pulsing of the flutelike
phone tones, then a pause, then another popping burst of

- tones, then another, then another. Each burst is followed
by a beep-kachink sound.

“We have now stacked up four tandems,” said Captain
Crunch, sounding somewhat remote. “That’s four tan-
dems stacked up. Do you know what thal means? That
means I'm whipping Lack and forth, back and forth
twice, across the country, before coming o you. I've
been known to stuck up twenty tandems at ¢ Lime. Now,
Just.dike I said, Pm going to shoot up to Mescow.”

“line, a hrief silence, thea & ring,
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“Well, ves, how are things there?”

“Oh. Well, everything okay, I guess.”

“QOkay. Thank you.” They hang up, leaving a confused
series of beep-lachink sounds hanging in mid-ether in
the wake of the call before dissolving away.

The Captain is pleased. “You believe me now, don’t
yvou? Do you know what I’d like to do? I’d like {o call up
vour edilor at Esquire and show him just what it sounds
like to stack and unstack tandems. J'll give him a show
that will blow his mind. What’s his number?”

I ask the Captain what kind of device he was using to
accomplish all his feals. The Captain iz pleased at the
question, .

“¥You could tell it was special, couldn’t you? Ten pulses
per second. That’s {as{er than the phone company’s
equipment. Believe me, this unit is the most famous unit
in the counlry. There is no other unit like it. Believe
me.”

“Ygs, I've heard about il. Some other phone phreaks
have told me about it.”

“They have been referring Lo my, ahem, unit? What is
it thev said? Just out of curiosity, did they tell you it
was a highly sophisticated computer-operated unit, with
acoustical coupling for receiving outputs and a switeh-
board with multiple-Jine-tie capability ? Did they ell you
that the {requency tolerance is guaranieed to be not
more than .05 percent ? The amplitude folerance less than
.01 decibel? Those pulses you heard were perfect, They
just come Taster {han the phone company. Those were
high-precision op-amps. Op-amps arve instrumentation
amplifiers designed for ultra-stable amplificalion, super-
low distortion and aceurate frequency response. Did they
tell you it can operate in temperatuves from —35°C to
+125°C?”

I admit {hat they did not tell me all that.

“T build it 1yself,” the Captain goes on. “If you were
to go out and buy the componenis {rom an industrial
wholesaler it would cost you at least $1,500. I once
worked for a semiconduclor company and all this didn’t
cost me a cent. Do you know what T mean? Did they tell
vou aboul how I put a call completely around the world?
'l tell you how I did it. T M-F-ed Tokyo inward, who
connecled me lo India, India connected me to Greece,
Grecee connected me to Pretoria, South Africa, South
Africa connected~me to South America, I went from
South America to London, I bad a London operator con-
nect nie Lo a New York operator, I had New York connect
me to a California operator who rang the phone next o
me. Needless to say I had to shout to hear myself. But
the echo was far oul. Fantastic. Delayed. It was delayed
twenty seconds, but I could hear myself talk to myself.”

“You mean you were speaking into the mouthpiece of
one phone sending your voice around the world into your
car through a phone on the other side of your head?” 1
asked the Caplain. T had a vision of something vaguely
autocrotic going on, in a complex electronic way.

“That’s right,” said the Captain. “I've also sent my
voice around the world one way, going casl on one phone,
and going west on the other, going through cable one
way, satellite the other, coming Lack togeiher al the
same time, ringing the two phones simullancously and
picking them up and whipping my voice both ways

around the world back to me, Wow, . That-swvas a mind. . -.-

blower”
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“Hello. Ix this the American Embassy Moscow?”

“Yes, siv. Who is this calling ?” says the voice,

“Yes. This is lest boord here in New York, We're call-
ing to cheek out the eirenits, see what kind of lines yvou've
gol. Everything okay theve in Mosvow ?”

“Olkay?”

onran e o £ 4 v w s amm’e = wminy D

o micant you sl ihere wWwath Dothy phiones on youvr
ear and talk to yourself avound the world,” T said
incredulously.

“Yeah. U b, That’s what 1 do. T econnect the phones
togrether and sit there and talk.”

“What do you say? What do you say to yoursell when
you're connected 7




tween wanting {o prove Lo the phone-company monitors

that he does nothing illegal, and the desire Lo impress
Ma Bell with his prowess. “Ma Bell kuows the things I
can do,” he continues. “Ma Bell knows how good I am.
Aund T am quile good. T can detect reversals, tandem
swilehing, everything that goes on on a line. I have rola-
tive piteh now. Do vou know what that stcons? My ears
are a $20,000 piece of cquipment. With my ears I can
delect things they can't hear with their equipment. 've
had employment problems. I've lost jobs. But I want to
show Aa Bell how good I am. T dow’t want to serew her,
I'want to work for her. I want to do good for her, I want
to help her gel rid of her flaws and bocome perfect,
That's my number-one goal in life now.” The Captain
concludes his warnings and tells me he has to be going.
“I've got a litile action lined up for ftonight,” he ex-
plains and hangs up.

sefore I hang up for the night, 1 call Joe Engressia
back., He reporls that his tormentor has finally gone.
to sleep--“Ile’s not blind drunk, that’s the way 1 gei,
ahem, yes; but you might say he's in a drunken stupor.”
I make a date to visit Joe in Memphis in two days.

A Phone Phreal Cell Talkes Cave of Dusiness

"The next morning I atlend a gathering of four phone

phreaks in -« - - - {(a California suburb). The gathey-
ing takes placé in a comfortable split-level home in an
upper-middle-class subdivision. Heaped on the kitchen
table are the portable cassetie recorders, M-I cassetles,
phone palehes, and line ties of the four phone phreaks
present. On the kitchen counter next to the felephone is |
a shoc-box-size blue bLox with thirteen large toggle
switches for the {ones. The pavents of the host phone
phreak, Ralph, who is bling, stay in the living voom with
their sighted children. They are not sure exactly what
Ralph and his friends do with the phone or if il’s strietly
legal, but he is blind and they are pleased he has a hobby
which keeps him busy.

The group has been working at reestdblishing {he his-
toric “2111” conference, reopening some toll-Iree loops,
and trying to discover the dimensions of what seem to
be new initiatives against phone phreaks by phone-com-
pany security agents,

It is not long before I get a chance to.see, to hear,
Randy at work. Randy is known among the phone
phreaks as perhaps the finest con man in the game.
Randy is blind. He is pale, soft and pear-shaped, he
wears baggy pants and a wrinkly nylon whife sport
shirt, pushes his head forward from hunched shoulders
somewhat like a turtle inching out of its shell. 1lis eyes
wander, crossing and recrossing, and his {orchead is
somewhat pimply. He is only sixteen years old,

But when Randy staris speaking into a telephone
mouthpiece his voice becomes so stunningly authorita-
tive it is necessary Lo look again to convince yoursell it
comes from chubby adolescent Randy. Imagine the voice
of a crack cilrig foveman, a lough, sharp, wealher-
beaten Marlboro man of forty. Imagine the voice of a
brilliant performance-fund gunslinger explaining how
he beats the Dow Jones by thirly percent. Then imagine
a voice that could make these two sound like Slepin
Fetchit, That is sixteen-year-old Randy’s voice.

He is speaking {o a switchman in Defroit. The phone

company in Delroit--had- cloged up-iwo loll-free loop

pairs for no apparent reason, althoush heavy use by

both sides. . .. Yeal, we've been gelting a ‘1Y’ on them,
what d’va say, can you drop cards on 'em? Do you have
0% on your number group? Oh thal’s okay, we've had
this trouble before, we may have to go after the cireuit,
Ilere, lemme give 'em to you: your frame is 03, vertical
group 03, horizontal 5, vertical file 8. Yeah, we'll hang
on heve. . .. Okay, found it? Good. Right, yeah, we'd like
to clear thal busy out. Righi. All you have to do is look
for your key on the mounting plate, it’s in your miscel-
lancous trunk frame. Okay? Right., Now pull your key
from NOR over to LCT. Yeah. I don't know why that
happened, bul weve been having trouble with that one,
Okay. Thanks a lof, Tella. Be scein’ ya.”

Randy hangs up, reporls thal the swilchman wasg a
little inexpericnced with the loop-around civeuits on the
miscellancous {runk frame, but that the loop has been
returned to its free-call status. >

Delighted, phone phreak IBd returns the pair of nura-
bers to the active-status column in his directory. Ed is a
superb and painstaking researcher. With almest Talmud-
ic thoroughness he will trace tendrils of hints through
soft-wired mazes of inlervening phone-company circuit-
vy back through ecomplex linkages of switching relays to
find the location and identily of just one toll-free leop.
e spends hours and hours, every day, doing this sort of
thing. Me has somehow compiled a divectory of eight hun-
dred “Band-six in-WA'TS numbers” located in over forty
states. Band-six in-WATS numbers are the big 800 num-
bers—ihe ones that can he dialed into free {rom any-
where in the country.

Ed the researcher, a nineteen-year-old enginecering
student, is also a superb technician. e put fogether his
own working blue box from scratch at age sevenieen.
(Ile is sighted.) This evening after dislributing the
latest issue of his in-WATS divectory (- hich has been
typed into Braille for the blind phone phreaks), he
announces he has made a major new breakthrough:

“I finally tested it and it works, perfectly. I've got
this switching matrix which converts any touch-tons
phone into an Al-F-er.”

The tones you hear in touch-tone phones are nof the
M-F tones that operate the long-distance switching sys-
tem. Phone phreaks bélleve AT.&T. had deliberately
equipped touch tones with a different set of froquencies
to avoid pulting the six master M-F tones in the hands
of every fouch-tone owner. Ed’s complex switching
matrix puts the six master {ones, in effect puts a blue
box, in the hands of every touch-tone owner.

I2d shows me pages of schematics, specifications and
parts lists. “It's not easy to build, but everything here is
in the Heathkit catalog.”

Ed asks Ralph what progress he has made in his at-
tempts to reestablish a long-term open conference line
for phone phreaks. The last big conference—the historie
“2111” conference-—had been arranged through an un-
used Telex {est-board (runk someshere in the innards
of a 4A switching machine in Vancouver, Canada. For
months phone phreaks could M-F their way into Van-
couver, beep out 604 (the Vancouver area code) and then
beep out 2111 (the inlernal phone-company code for
Telex testing), and find themsclves at any time, day or
night, on an open wire talking with an array of phone
phreaks from coasl to const, operators from Bermuda,
Tolkyo and London who are phone-phreak sympathizers,
and_miscellanecous guesls _and teehuieal Tha
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detected. Randy is telling the switchman how to open up
the loop aud make it free again:

“Tlow are you, buddy. Yeah, I'mi on the board in here
in Tulsa, Oklnhoma, and we've been trying to run some
tests on your loop-arounds, and we find em busied oul on

conferenve "Wy AT MAEEIVE exchange of information.
Phone phreaks picked each other’'s brains clean, then
developed new ways to pick the phone company’s braing
clean, Ralph gave A P Boogic concerls with his home-
entertaimment-type cleelric organ, Captain Crunch demn-
onstrated his round-the-world prowess wilth his notori-




“Oh, you know,
a low-pitched voice,

“ITello test one two three,” he replies o himself m a
high-pitched voice,

“Ilello f{est one two three” he repeals again, low-
pitched.

“Hello test one {Lwo three,” he replies, high-pitched.

“I somefimes do this: Hcllo hello hello hello, hello,
hello,” hie trails off and breaks into laughter.

Telo test one two three,” he says in

Why Caplain Crunch Hardly Ever
Taps Phones Anymore

Using internal phone-company codes, phone phreaks
have Jearned a simple method for tapping phones. Phone-
company operators have in {ront of them a board that
holds verification jacks. It allows them to plug into con-
versations in case of emergency, to listen in to a line to
determine if the line is busy or the circuits are busy.
Phone phreaks have learned Lo beep out the codes which
lead them to a verification operator, tell the verifica-
tion operator they are switchmen from some other area
code testing out verification {runks. Once the operalor
hooks them into the verification (runk, they disappear
into the board for all practical purposes, slip unnoticed
into any one of the 10.000 to 100,000 numbers in that
central office without the verification operator knowing
what they’re deing, and of course without the two par-
ties to the connection knowing there is a phdntom
listener present on their line,

Toward the end of my hour-long first conversation
with liim, I asked the Captain if he ever tapped phones.

“Oh no. T don't do that. I don’t think it's right,” he

told me firmly. “I have the power to do it but I don't. ...
Well one time, just one time, T have to admit that I did.
There was this girl Linda, and T w anted to find out . ..,
vou know. T {ried to call hu up for a date. I had a date
with her the last weekend and I thought she liked me.
I called her up, man, and her line was busy, and I kept
alling and it was still busy, Well, I had just learned
about this system of jumping into lines and T said (o
myself, Hmmm, Why not just see if it warks. It'll sur-
prise her if all of a sudden I should pop up on her line.
It impress her, if anything, So I went ahead and did
it. I M-F-ed into the line. My AM-T-er is powerful enough
when patched directly into the mouthpiece to trigzer a
verification trunk without using an operator the way
the other phone phveaks have to.

“T slipped into the line and there she was talking to
another hoyfriend. Making sweet talk to him. I didnt
make a sound because I was so disgusied. So I waited
there for her to hang up, listening to hor making sweet
tall to another guy. You know, So as soon as she hung
up I instantly M-F-ed her up and all T gaid was, ‘Linda,
we're through.” And I huug up. Aund-it blew her head
off. She couldn’t figure out what the hell had happened.

“But that was the only time. T did it thinking I would
surprise her, impress her, Those were all my inlentions
were, and well, it really kind of hurt me pretty badly,
and . .. and ever sinee then [ don't go into verification
trunks.”

Momentls later my first conversation with the Captain
comes {o a close.

. “‘Listcn:” he says, hi's spirits somewhat cheered,
Histen. \ﬁ(]){\l‘tﬂ you are going Lo hear when I hang up, is
the sound of tandems unstac king. Tln\u afler layer of

kachink cheep, and the complex connection has wiped
itself out like the Cheshire cat's smile.

The MF

The next number T c¢hoose from the.select list of phone-
phreak illuminati prepared for me by the blue-box in-
venlor is a Memphis number. It is the number of Joe
Engressia, the first and still perhaps the most accom-
plished blind phone phreak.

Three years ago Engressia was a nine-day wonder in
newspapers and magazines all over America because he
had been discovered whistling free long-distance con-
nections for fellow students at the University of South
Florida. Engressia was born with perfect pitch; he
could whistle phone tones better than the phone-company
equipment. .

cngressia might have gone on whistling in the dark
for a few friends for the rest of his life if the phone
company hadn’t decided to expose him, He was warned,
disciplined hy the college, and the whole case became
public. In the months following media reports of his
talent, Engressia began receiving strange calls. There
were calls from a group of kids in Los Angeles who
could do some very strange things with the quirky Gen-
eral Telephone and Electronies civeuitry in I.A. sub-
urhs. There were calls from a group of mostly blind kids
in - - - -, California, who had been doing some interesting
experiments with Capn Crunch whistles and test loops.
There was a group in Seattle, a group in Cambridge,
Massachuselts, a few from New York, a few scattered
across the country. Some of them had already equipped
themselves with cassette and electronic M-F devices. For
some of these grou, s, it was the first time they knew of
the others. ’

The exposure of Engressia was the catalyst t]mt
Jinked the separate phove-phreak centers together. They
all called LEngressia. They talked to him about what he
was doing and what they were doing. And then he {old
them—the scattered regional centers and lonely inde-
pendent phone phreakers—about each other, gave them
each other's numbers to call, and within a year the
scattered phone-phreak centex‘s had grown into a nation-
wide underground.

Joe Engressia is only tw enty-t\\o years old now, but
along the phone-phreak network he is “the old man,”
accorded by phone phreaks something of the reverence
the phone company bestows on Alexander Graham Bell.
He seldom needs to make calls anymore. The phone
phreaks all call him and let him know what new tricks,
new codes, new techniques they have learned. Every
night he sits like a sightless spider in his little apart-
ment receiving messages from cvery fendril of his web,
It is almost a point of pride with Joe that they call him.

Bul when I reached him in his Memphis apartment
that night, Joe Engressia was lonely, jumpy and upset.

“God, I'm glad somebody ealled, T don’t know why to-
night of all nights I don’t get any calls. This guy around
here got drunk again tonight and propositioned me
again. T keep telling him we'll never see eye to eye on
this subject, if vou know what I mean. I try to make
light of it, you know, hut he doesn’t get it. T can hear
him out there getting drunker and T don’t know what
he'll do next. TEs just that Um really all alone here. I
just moved to Memphis. it's the firet time 'm living out

on my own, and I'd hatle Lor it to all collapse now, Dut
g - 34 o {, 3 ]
!

Joogie Blues

i’lnd@l}}‘v«vﬁ-ﬁ‘w{nt!\ixi‘*-“h‘l{‘l‘}“(:"h,‘i‘(, 5 nuluun .}L,“, of—the
stack, until 5t mells away into nolhing. Choe'n,”ﬁfcﬁ(‘f);
Choep, cheep,” he ¢oncludes, his voice descending {o a
whisper with each cheep.

Ie hangs up. The phone suddenly goes into four
spasms: kachink cheep. Kachink cheep hachink cheep
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TTHEeN and even 11 {ean't sce i | knoiw he's ugly,

“Did yon hear that? That’'s him banging a hotlle
against the wall eulside. Ie's nice, Well forget about it
You're doing a story on phone phreaks? [Listen {o this.
s the M 1 Boogle blues.”
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Sure enough, a jumpy version of Muskref Ramble
“boogies its way over the line, cach nole one of those
Tong-distance phone {enes, The musie stops. A huge roar-
ing voice blasiz {he phone off my ear: “AND THE QUES-
TION I . . 7 roars {he voice, “CAN A BLIND PERSON 100K
UP AN AMPLIFIER ON HIS WK ?Y

The roar ceases. A high-pilched operalor-type voice
replaces it. “This is Southern Braille Tel. & Tel. Have
tone, will phone.”

This is succeeded by a guick series of M-IF tonts, a
gwift “kachink” and a decp resssuring voice: “TL you
need home cave, call the visiting-nurses association.
Tirst National time in Honclulu is 4:32 pan.”

Joe back in his Joe voice again: “Arc we seeing eye
to eye? ‘Si, si, said the blind Mexican. Ahem. Yes.
TWould you like to know the weather in Tokyo?”

This swift manie sequence of phone-phreak vandeville
stunts and blind-boy jokes manages to keep Joe's mind
ofl his tormentor only as long as it lasts.

“The reason I'm in Mewmphis, the reason I have to
depend on that homosexual guy, is that this is the first

- time I've been able Lo live on 1wy own and make phone
trips on my own. I've been banned {rom all central of-
fices around home in Florida, they knew me loo well,
and at the University some of iy fellow scholars were
always harassing me because I was on the dorm pay
phone all the time and making fun of me because of my
fat ass, which of course I do have, it's my physical fat-
ness program, bul I don't Jike to hear it every day, and
if I can't phone trip and T can’t phone phreak, I can't
imagine what I'd do, I've been devoting three quarters
of my life to it.

“I moved to Memphis because I wanted to be on my
own as well as because it has a Number & crosshar
switching system and some inleresting little independent
phone-company disiricis nearby and so far they don’t
scem to know whe T am so I can go on phone fripping,
and {or me phone tripping is just as important as phone
phreaking.”

-Phone tripping, Joe explaing, begins with calling up
a central-office switch room. Ile tells the switchman in
a polite earnest voice that he’s a blind college student
interested in telephones, and could he perhaps have a
guided tour of the switching station? Bach step of the
tour Joe likes to touch and feel relays, caress switching
civeuits, switchboards, crosshar arrangements.

So when Joe Engressia phone phreaks he feels his
way through the civeuitry of the country garden of fork-
ing paths, he {eels swilches shiff, relays shunt, crossbars
swivel, tandems engage and disengage even as he hears
—with perfect pitch--his M-I pulses make the entire
Bell system dance to his tunc.

Just one month ago Joe took al) his savings out of his
bank and left home, over the cmotional protests of his
mother. “T ran away {rom hunmc almost,” he likes 1o say.
Joe found a small apartment house on Union Avenue and
began making phone trips. e'd take a bus a hundred
miles south into Mississippi {o see some old-fashioned
Dlell equipment still in use in several slales, which had
bean puzzling, He'd take a bus three hundred miiles to
Charlotte, North Carcling, to look at some brand-new
experimental cquipment. IHe hired a taxi to drive him
fwelve mites to a suburh to towr {he oflice of a small

~phone company with some intevesting idiosyncracies in

e said, the most Trecdom and pleastre ke had known.
In that month he had done very litlle long-distance
phone phreaking {rom his own phone, He had begun Lo
apply for a job with the phoue company, he told me, and
“he wanted to stay away from anything llegal
“Any kind of job will do, anything as menial as the

most lowly operator, That's probably all they’d give me
beeause I'm blind, Even though I probably knew more
than most switchmen. But that’s okay. I waent Lo work
for Ma Bell. T don’t hate Ma Bell the way Gilbertson
and some phone phreaks do. 1 don’t want to screw Ma
Bell. With me it’s the pleasure of pure knowledge.
There’s something beautiful about the system when you
know it intimately the way 1 do. But I don't know how
much they know ahout me here. I have a very intuitlive
feel for the condition of the line I'm on, and I think
they're monitoring me off and on lately, but I haven’t
heen doing much illegal. T have to make a few calls to
switchmen once in a while which aren't stricily legal,
and once I Look an acid {rip and was having these audi-
{ory hallueinations as if T were {rapped and these planes
were dive-bombing me, and all of a sudden I had to
phone phreak out of there. For some reason I had to call
Kansas City, but that's all.,”

A Warning Is Delivered

At this point—-one o'clock in my time zone—a loud
knock on my motel-room door interrupls our conversa-
tion. Outside the door I find a uniformed security guard
who informs me ithat there has been an “emergency
phone call” for me while I have been on the line and that
the front desk has sent him up to let me know.

Two seconds after I say good-bye to Joe and hang up,
the phone rings.

“Who were you lalking to?” the agitated veice de-
mands. The voice belongs to Captain Crunch. “T ealled
because I decided to warn you of something. I deeided
to warn vou to be careful. I dow'l want this information
you get to gol {o the radical underground. I don’t want
it {o get into the wrong hands. What.would you say if
I told you it’s possible for three phone phreaks to sat-
urate the phone system of .the nation. Saturale it. Busy
it out. Al of it. T know how o do this. 1'm not gonna tell.
I friend of mine has already saturated the trunks be-
tween Sealtle and New York. ITe did it with a cemputer-
ized M-I™-er hitched inlo a special Maniloba exchange.
But there are other, easicr ways to do it.”

Just three people? T ask. How is that possible?

“Have you ever heard of the long-lines guard fre-
quency ? Do you know about stacking tandems with 17
and 26007 Well, I'd advise you lo find out about it. I'm
not gonna iell you. But whalever you do, don't let this
get into the hands of the radical underground.”

(Later Gilbertson the inventor confessed that while
he had always been skeptical about the Captain’s claim
of the sabotage potential of trunk-tying phone phreaks,
he had recenily heard certain demoustrations which
convineed bim the Captain was not speaking idly. “I
think it might take more than three people, depending
on how many machines like Captajn Crunch’s were avail-
able. But cven though the Captain sounds a litlle weird,
he generally turns out to know what he’s talking about.”)

“You know,” Captain Crunch continues in his admoni-
tory tone, “you know the younger phonc phreaks call
AMoscow all the time. Suppose everybody were to call
Moscow, I'm no right-winger. Dut I value my life, I
don’l want the Commies coming over and dropping a
bomb on my head. That’s why I say you've got to be
careful abont who gels this information,”

; The Captain suddenly shifts inlo a diatribe against’
He—poubinpsystenn %h,»»v.*:\s,»}r:x\'iﬂ;r'-thc-&_imo,-~o{—~his--]»i-h»;i-:‘x_ﬁﬂ:'-e—pher&e—ph%e%."va—he—e’r(% 2idike-the-phone-campany

“They don’t undevstand, but Ma Bell knows every-
thing they do. da Dell knows. Listen, is this Jine lot?
I jusl heard somcone tap in, I'm noi paranoid, but T ean
dotect things like that. Well, even if it is, they know
that T know that they know that I have a bulk eraser.
I'm very elean.” The Captain pauscs, evidently torn be-
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on until the

ous computerized unit and dropped teering hints of the
“action” he was getting with his girl friends. (The
Captain lives out or pretends
fantasics {o the gossipy delight of the blind phone
phreaks who urge him on {o further triumphs on behalf
of 2ll of them.) The somewhat rowdy Northwest phone-
nhreak crowd let their bitter internal feud =pill over into
the peaceable conference line, escalating shortly into
guerrilla warfare; Carl the East Coast international
tone relations expert demonsirated newly opencd dircet
AL-F routes to ceniral offices on the island of Bahvein in
the Persian Gulf, introduced a new phone-phreak friend
of his in Preloria, and explained the technical operation
of the new Oakland-te-Vietnam linkages. (Many phone
phreaks pick up spending money by A-F-ing calls from
relatives to Vietnam G.1.’s, charging $5 for a whole hour
of {rans-Pacific conversation.)

Day and night the conference line was never dead.
Blind phone phreaks all over the country, lonely and iso-
lated in hiomes filled with active sighted brothers and
sisters, or trapped with slow and unimaginative blind
kids in siraitjacket schools for the blind, knew that no
matier how late it got they could dial up the conference
and find instant electronic communion with two or three
other blind kids awake over on the other side of Amer-
ica. Talking {ogether on a phone hookup the blind phone
phreaks say, is not much different from bheing there
together. Ph\'qaczﬂ v, {here was nothing more than a two-
inchi-square wafer of titanium inside a vast machine on
Vancouver Island. Foer the blind kids there meant an
exhilarating feeling of being in fouch, through a kind
of skill and magic which was peculiariy their own.

Last April 1, however, the long Vancouver Conference
was shut off. The phone phreaks knew jt vwas coming.
Vancouver wag in the process of converting from a step-
hy-step syvstem to a 4.\ machine and the 2111 Telex cir-
cuit was {0 b2 wiped out in the proeess. The phone
phreaks learned the actual day on which the conference
would he evazed about a week ahead of time over the
phone company’s internal-news-and-shop-talk recording.

TFor the next frantice seven days every phone phreak in
America waz on and off the 2111 conference twenty-four
houis a day. Phone phreaks who were just learning the
game or didn’t have M-I capability were boosted up to
the conference by more experienced phreaks so they
could get a glimpse of what it was like before it dis-
appeared. Top phone phreaks searched distant area
codes for new conference possibilities without suecess.
Finally in the early morning of April 1, the end came,

“T could feel it coming a couple homs hefore mid-
night,” Ralph remecmbers. “You could feel something
going on in lhe lines. Some static Legan showing up,
then soine whistling wheezing sound. Then there were
breaks. Some people got cut off and called right back in,
but after a while some 1 Loplc were finding they were cut
off and couldn’t get back in at all. It was terrible. I lost
it about one 2.m,, but managed to ¢lip in again and stay
e {hing died . . . I think it was about four in
the morning. There were four of us still hanging on
when the conference disappeared into nowhere for zood.

" We all tried to M-F up-fo it again of course, but we got

silent {ermination. There was nothing there.”

The Legendary Mark Ber nay Turns Qut 'To Be
“Tho ‘hdnwl Qlialker”?

“Alark Bomav 1 had come across that name before. It

to live out several kinds of.

Liernay’or to a disciple of Mark Rernay.

It scems that five years ago this Mark Bernay (a
pseudonym he chose for himself) began traveling up and
down the West Coast pasting tiny stickers in phone books
all along his way. The stickers read something like “Want
to hear an interesting tape recording? Call these num-
bers.” The numbers that followed were {oll-free loop-
around pairs. When one of the curious called one of the
numbers he would hear a tape recording pre-hooked into
the loop by Bernay which explained the use of loop-
around pairs, gave the numbers of several more, and
ended by lelling the caller, “At six o’clock tonight this
recording will stop and you and your friends can try it
out. Have fun.”

“I was disappointed by the response at first.,” Bernay
told me, when I finally reached him at one of his many
numbers and he had dispensed with the usual “I never do
anything illegal” formalities with which experienced
phone phreaks open most conversations. “I went all over
the coast with these stickers not only on pay phenes, but
I’'d throw them in front of high schools in the middle of
the night, I'd leave them unobtrusively in candy stores,
scatler them on main streets of small towns. At first
hardly anyone bothered to try it out. I would listen in for
hours and hours after six o’clock and no one came on. I
couldn’t figure out why people wouldn't be interested,
Finally these {wo girls in Oregon tried it out and told all
their friends and suddenly it began to spread.”

Before his Johnny Appleseed trip Bernay had alveady
gathered a sizable group of ecarly pre-blue-box phone
phreaks together on loop-arounds in Los Angcles. Bernay
does not claim credit for the original discovery of the
loep-arcund numbers. He attribules the discovery to an
eighteen-yvear-old reform-school kid in Long Beach whose
name he forgets and who, he says, “just disappeared one
day.” When Bernay himsclf discovered loop-arounds in-
dependently, from clues in his readings in old issues of
the Automatic Elcetric Teehnicel Journal, he found doz-
ens of the reform-school kid’s [riends already using
them., Howewver, it was one of RBernay’s diseciples in
Scattle that miroduced phone phreaking to blind kids.
The Seattle kid who learned about loops through Ber-
nay’s recording lold a blind friend, the blind kid taught
the sceret to his friends at a winter camp for blind kids
in Los Angeles. When the camp session was over these
kids took the secret hack to towns all over the West, This
is how the original blind kids became phone phreaks. For
them, for most phone phreaks in general, it was the
discovery of the possibilitics of loop-arounds which led
them on to far more serious and sophisticated phone-
phreak methods, and which gave them a medium for
sharing their discovevies.

A year later a blind kid who moved hack east brought
the technique to a blind kids' summer camp in Vermont,
which spread it along the Fast Coast. All from a Mark
Bernay sticker.

Bernay, who is nearly thirty years old now, got his
start when he was fifteen and his family moved into an
L. AL suburb sevviced by General Telephone and Electron-
ies L,qmpment. He became {ascinaled with the ditlerences
Letween Bell and GULL.EE. cquipment. e learned he eould
make interesting things happen by carefully timed clicks
with the (hseng"xgc Lullon. e learned Lo interpret subtle
differences in the avray of clicks, whirrs and kachinks
hie could hoar on his lines, He dearned hecould-shift-him---
self around the s \\'itchin;r relays of the 1A, arca code in

TS B AT Lo welcel Bee - pRone phreaks, T he Cal-- -

ifornia phione phreaks had spoken of a mysterious Mark

Bernay as perhaps the first and oldest phone phreak on

{the West (‘o(\st. And in fact almost every phoue phreak

in the West can trace his or ugm,s either diveelly Lo Mark
3

a-not-too-prediclable Tashion by Interspersing his own
hook-switeh clicks with the elicks within the line. (Inde-
pendent phone companies—there are nineteen hundred
of them still left, most of them tiny island principalitics
in Ma Bell’s vast empire- -bave (Continued on page 222
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ported that Joe sounded erushed by the
whole affajy,  *

“What I'm worried about,” Carl told
me, “is that Joe means it thig time. The
promise. That he’ll never phone-phreak
again. That’s whut he told me, that he's
given up phone-phreaking for pood. 1
mean his entive life. Jlc says he knows
they're going to be walching him so
closely for the rest of his life he'll never
be able to make a move without going
straight to jail. e sounded very broken
up by the whole cxperience of being in
Jail. It was awlul o hear him talk that
way. I don't know. I hope maybe he had
to sound that way, Over the phone, vou
know.”

He reports that the enlire phonc-
phreak underground is up in arms over
the phone company’s treatment of Joe.
“All the while Joe had his hopes pinned
on his application for a phone-company
job, they were stringing him salong get-
ting ready to bLust him. That gels me
mad. Joe spent most of his Lime helping
them out. The bastards. They think they
can use him as an example. All of a sud-
den they’re harassing us on the coast,

Agentis ave jumping up on our lines.
They just busted « - v - - - s mule yester-

day and ripped out his lines. But ne
matter what Joe does, I don’t think
we're going to take this Iying down.”

Two weeks Jater my phone rings and
about eight phone phreaks in suceession
say hello from about cight different
places in the country, among them Carl,
Ed, and Captain Crunch. A nationwide
phone-phreak conference line has been
reestablished throush a switching ma-
chine in ; With the coopera-
tion of a disgruniled swifchman.

“We have a special guest with us to-
day,” Carl tells e, ¥

The next voice T hear is Joo's. e 3
ports happily that he has just moved {o
a place calied Millington, Tenncssee, fif-
teen miles outside of Memphis, where
he has been hired as a telephone-set ye.
pairman by a small independent phone
company. Someday he hapes to be an
equipment troubleshooter.

“I’s the kind of job I dreamed about.
They found out about me from the pub-
licity surrounding the trial. Maybe Ma
Bell did me a favor busting nie. I'll have
telephones in my hands all day long.”

“You know the expression, ‘Don't get
mad, get oven'?” phone-phreak Carl
asked me. “Well, I think they’re going
to be very sorry about what they did
to Joe and what they're trying to do
to us.” Ji+ ,

s Joe's. He re-
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(Continued from pege 7.23) always been
favorites with phone phreaks, fivst as
learning tools, then as Archimedes plat-
forms from which to manipulaie the
huge Bell system. A phone phreak in
Bell territory will often M-F himsclf
into an independent’s switching system,
with switching idiosyncrasies which can
give him marvelous leverage over the
Bell System.

“I have a real affeclion for Aulomatic
Eleelrie cguipment,” Bernay told me.
“There arve a lot of Lhings you can
play with. Things bhréak down in intex-
esting ways.”

Shortly after Bernay graduzied from
college {with a double major in chemis-
try and philosophy), he graduated from
phreaking around with G.T.&J. to the
Bell System itself, and made his legend-
ary sticker-pasting journey nerth along
the coast, setlling finally in Northwest
Pacific Bell {erritovy, He discovered
that if Bell does not break down as
interestingly as G.T.&E., it neverthe-
less offers a lot of “things Lo play with.”

Bernay lewrned to plav with blue
boxes. He established his own personal
switchboard and phone-phreak rescarch
laboratory complex. e continued his
phone-phreak evangelism with ongoing
sticker campaigns. e set up two re-
cording numbers, one with instructions
for beginning phone phreaks, the other
with latest news and {echnical develop-
ments (along with some advanced in-
struction) gathered from sources all
over the country.

These days, Bernay told me, he had
gone beyond phone-phriaking  itzell,
“Lately I've been enjoying playing with
computers . more than playing with
phones. My personal thing in com-
puters is just like with phones, I guess
—the kick is in finding out how to beat
the system, how Lo get «f things Pm not
suppesed Lo know abouf, how 1o do
things with the system that I'm not
supposed to be able to do.”

As a matter of {act, Bernay told me,
he had just been fired from his com-
puter-programming job for doing things
he was not supposed to be able to do.
He had been working with a huge time-
sharing computer owned by a large cor-
poration but shared by many others.
Access to the compuler wuas lmited o
those programmers and corporations
that had been assigned certain passe
words. And each password restricled its
user to access to only the one section of
the computer covdoned off from its own
informalion storager. The passaword
system prevented companies and indi-
viduals from stealing cach other’s
information.

“I figured oul how to write a program
that would let me read everyone clse’s
pasgword,” Bernay reports. “I began
vlaving oround with pree ads T heewn
letling the people who w od the  m-

nyborfinese sl ey o 1.
1 v + =

them, what T could do. I'm sure they
couldn’t imagine I could do the things
I was showing them. Dui they never
responded 1o me, Fvery once in a while
they’d change the passwords, but I
found ouf how {0 discover what the new
oncs were, and I let them know. But
they never responded diveclly to The
AMidnight Skulker. I even finally.de-
signed a program which they could use
to prevent my program from finding out
what it did. Tn cffect I told them how {o
wipe me out, The Aidnight Skulker. 1t
was a very clever program. I started
leaving clues about myself. T wanted
them {o try and use il and then fry to
come up with something to get around
that and reappear again. Bul they
wouldn't play. I wanted o get caught.
I mean I didn’l want to get caught per-
sonally, but I wanted them {to notice me
and admit that they neticed me, Iwanted
them to attempl to respond, mavbe in
some interesting way.”

Finally the compuler managers be-
came coneerncd enoagh about the threat
of information-stealing to respond.
However, instead of using The Midnight
Skulker's own elegant sell-destruct pro-
gram, they called in their security per-
sonnel, interrogated everyone, found
an informer to idenlify Bernay as The
Midnight Skulker, and fired him.

“At frst the sceurity peoplé advised
the company 1o hire me {ull-time to
search out other flaws and discover
other compuler freaks. I might have
liked that. But I probably would have
turned inte a double double agent rather
than the double agent they wanted. T
might have resurrected The Midnight
Skulker and tried to caich myself. Who
knows? Anyway, the higher-ups turned
the whole idea down.”

You Can Tap the F.B.I.’s Crime Control
Computer in the Comfort of Your
Own 1lome, Perhaps

Computer {reuking may be the weve of
the future. It suits the phone-phreak
sensibility perfectly. Gilbertson, the
blue-box inventor and a lifelong phone
phreak, has also gone on from phone-
phreaking to computer-{reaking. Before
he got into the blue-box business Gil-
bertson, who is a highly skilled pro-
grammer, devised programs for inter-
naticnal currency arbitrage.

But he began playving with computcrs
in carnest when he Jearned he could use
his blue box in tandem wilth the com-
puter terminal installed in his apart-
ment by the instrumentation firta he
worked for. The print-out terminzal and
keyboard was equipped with acoustical
coupling, so that by coupling his little
ivory DIrincess phone to the terminal
and then coupling his blue box on that,
ho eapld MU his way inlo other com.
puters with complete anonymity, and

. instructions one of the

.

time sharers
uses, and then M-1-ing in and imilat-
ing them. He believes it would nol bLe
impossible to creep inlo the F.B.1Js
crime control computier through a local
police computer terminal and phreak
avound with the I.B.I.’s memory bauks.
Ie claims he has succeeded in re-pro-
gramming a certain huge institutional
computer in such a way that il has
cordoned off an entire scetion of its civ-
cuitry for his personal use, and ai the
same time conceals the arrangement
{from anyone else's notice. I have been
unable to verify this claim.

Like Caplgin Crunch, like Alexander .

Graham Bell (pscudonym of a disgrun-
tled-looking ¥ast Coust engineer who
claims Lo have invented the black box
and now sells black and blue baxes lo
gamblers and radical heavies), like
most phone phreaks, Gilbertson began
his career trying to rip ofl pay phones
as a teen-ager. Figure them out, then
rip them ~ofl. Getling his dime back
from the pay phone is the phone
phreak’s first thrilling rile of passage.
After learning the usual eighteen dif-
ferent ways of getling his dime back,
Gilberison learned how {o make master
keys to coin-phone cash boxes, and get
cvervone else’s dimes back. e stole
some phone-company equipment and put
together his own home switcehboard with
it. He learned to make a simple “bread-
box” device, of the kind used by beokies
in the Thirties (bockie gives a num-
ber to his beiling clients; the phone
with that number is installed in some
widow lady's apartment, but is rigped
{0 ring in the bookie’s shop acress town,

-cops Lrace big betling number and find

nothing but the widow).

Not long after that afternoon in 1968
when, deep in the stacks of an engineer-
ing library, he came across a technical
journal with the phone tone {requencies
and rushed off to make his first blue
box, not long after that Gilbertson
abandoned a very promising caveer in
physical chemistry and began selling
blue boxes for $1,500 apiece.

“1l had to leave physical chemistry.
I just ran out of interesting things to
learn,” he told me onc evening. We had
been {alking in the apartment of the
man who served as the link between
Gilbertson and the symdicale in arrang-
ing the big $300,000 blue-box deal which
fell through because of legal trouble.
There has been some smoking.

“No more interesting things to learn,”
he continues. “Physical chenistry {urns
out to be a sick subject when you take
it to its highest level. I don’t know. I
don’t think I could explain to you how
il’s sick. You have to be there. But you
gel, 1T don’t know, a falee feeling of
omnipotence. I suppose it’s like phone-
phreaking that way. This huge thing is
there. This whole systenm. And there ave

holes in- it and-you-slip into them like. .

Alice and you're pretending you'rve do-

- ot v, Ty
UG PaOSSWOLdET béliad dropp o 08
to the computer supervicors w Ly
that T knew what T know, I sign s

“The Midnight Skulker) T hepl g cing
cleverer and eleverer with my mes-
sages and devising ways of showing
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withont dml,,u, program au.xd Tespras
Eram them sl willy feed them false or
misleading information; tap and steol
from them. He explained to me that he
taps compulers by busyving oul all the
lines, then goiny inlo a verification
trunk, lisfening into the passwords and

rorpsorrethimgvouwtre—actualy—rotor
at least it’s no longer you that's doing
what you thought you were doing, It’s
all Tewis Carroll, Physical chemistry
and phone-phreaking, That’s why you
have these phone-phreak  pscudonyns
like The Cheshire Cat, The Red King,
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and The Snark, But there’s something
aboul phone-phreaking that vou don’t
find in physical chemistry.” e looks up
at me:

“Did you ever steal anything?”

Well yes, I—

“Then you know! You know the rush
vou gel. I's not just knowledge, like
physical  chemistry,  It's  forbidden
knowledge. You know. You can learn
about anyihing under the sun and be
bored to death with it. But the jdea
that it's illegal. Look: yvou can be small
and mobile and smart and you're vip-
ping off somebody large and powerful
and very dangerous.”

People like Gilbertson and Alexander
Graham Bell are always talking about
rip pm" off the phone company and
secrewing Ma Belll But if they were
shown a single bulton and told that by
pushing it they could turn the entire
civenityry of ASTET. into molten pud-
dles, they probably wouldn’t push it.
The disgruntled-inventor phone phreak
needs the phone system the way the
lapsed Catholic needs the Church, the
way Satan needs a God, the way The
“\Ildnmht Skulker needed, more than
anything else, response,

Later that evening Gilbertzon fin-
ished telling me how delighted he \was
at the flood of blue bO\es spreading
throughout the country, how delighted
hie was to know that “this time they're
veally serewed.” He suddenly shifted
gears.

“Of course, T do have this love/hale
thing about Ma Bell. In 2 way I almont
like the phone company, I frueas I’d he
very sad if they were to go away orv if
their xewlces were to disinlegrate. Tn
a way it’s just that after havmg been
s0 good they {urn out to have these
things wrong with them. Ii's those

+ flaws that allow me to goet in and mess

with them, but I don’t know. There's
sonmething about it that gets to you and
makes you want o get Lo if, you know.”

T ask him what happens when he runs
out of interesting. forbidden things to
learn about the )hone svstem.

“T dow’t kuovr, maybe T go to work
for them for a while.”

In sceurity even?

“I’d do it, sure, T just as soon play—
T’d just as soon work on cither side.”

Even fipuring out how to trap phone
plue‘z‘”" T said, recalling Mark Ber-
nay’s game.

“Yes, that might be interesting. Ves,
I could figure out how to oulwit the
phone phreaks. Of course if T got too
good at it, it might become boring
again, ’I‘hen I'd have to hope the 1)1101\0
phreaks got wuch hetter and out-
smarted me for a while. That would
move the quality of the game up one
level. T might even have 1o help them
out, you kaow, “Well kidseI wouldn’t
want {his {o p:et dmun:l but did vou

L@V@

Little Mie-Wen in Formosa
already knows many things . ., ,
the gnawing of hunger ... the
shivering of fear . . . the misery of
being unwanted.

But she has never known love.
Her motler died when she was
born. Her father was poor—and
didn’t want a girl child, So Mie-
Wen has spent her baby years
without the aflection and security
every child craves. .

Your love can give Mic-Wen, |.
and children just as necdy, thc -
privileges you would wish for your
own child,

Through Christian Children’s
Fund you can sponsor one of these
youngsters. We use the word spon-
sor {o symbolize the bond of lov
that exists between you and the {
child,

The cost? Only Si2 a month.
Your love is demonsirated in a
practical way because your money
helps with nourishing meals . . .
medical care . . . warm clothing
. . . cducation . ., . understanding
housemothers. . .

And in return you will reccive
your child’s personal history,
photograph, plus a description of
the orphanage where your child *
lives. You can write and send
packages. Your child will know who you
are and will answer your letlers, Cor-
rcsponc‘cnm is transiated at our overseas
offices.

(If you vant your child to have a spe-
cial gilt-—a pair of shoes, a warm jacket,
a fuzzy bear—you can send your ch«.ck
to our office, and the entire wnount wilt
be forwarded, along with your instruc-
tions.)

Will you help? Requests come from
orphanages every day. And they are
urgent. Children wrapping rags on their
feet, school books years eut of date, miltk
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supplies exhausted, babies abandoned
by unwed motiers,

Since 1938, thousands of American
sponsors have found this to be an inti-
mate person-to-person way of sharing
their blessings with youngsters around
the world.

Little Mic-Wen and children like her
need your ]0\’c~\\' n't you help? Today?

Snonsors wrgently needed this month
for children in: India, Brazil, Taiwan
(Formosa) and HMong Kong. (Or et us
sclect a child for you from our emer-
geney list)

1 wich (o ernancsor o m hnv fjgnrl i
T p

/ w:-m oday: Verent J. Mills
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Box 26511, Riclumond, Va. 23241
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ever~think -uf==% okl Kooyt Tomg
at higher and higher levels forever.”
The do.\lm speaks up for the fir anmc
ITe has been staving at the soft blinking
patlerns of lighls and colors on the
translueent tiled wall facing him. (Ac-
tually there are no patterns: the coloe
and iHumination of every tile is de-
termined by o compulerived vandom.

-] Choose a child \vho nccds me maost.
Twill pay §12 a month,

(COUNIY) e etz oD e e

I enclose my first pavment of S
Sead me child's name, story, addicss
and picture,

1 cannot sponsor a child but want to
aive S

\[J Please send me more information.

Paier e T T
Address
City. e e o A e et
St e DL

Repistered (VI A-080) with the UL S, Gorvernment's
Advisory Conmumitice on Volatary Yoreign Afd,
Gifts ure v deductible, Canadiuns: \\‘n(u 1407

Yonge, Forouta 7 r :.mou‘/




number generater designed by Gilbert-
son which insures that there can be no
meaning to any scquence of, events in
the tiles.)

“Those are nice games vou're talking
aboul,” says the dealer to his friend.
“But 1 wouldnt nind ceeing  them
serewed. A felephone isn’t private any-
more. You can’l say anyihing you really
want 1o say on a telephone or vou have
to go through thal paranoid bulls - -
‘Is it cool to talk on the phone? ¥ mean,
even if il is cool, if you have to ask
‘Fs it cool,” then i isn’t cool. You know.
Like those Llind kids, people ave going
to start putling together their own pri-
vate telephone companies if they want
to really tall. And you know what else.
You don’t hear silences on the phone
anymore. They've got this time-sharing
thing on long-distunce lines where you
male 2 pause and they snip out that
viece of time and use it {o carry part
of somebody else's conversation. Instead
of a pause, where somebody’s maybe
breathing or sighing, you get this blank
hole and you only start hearing again
when someona says a word and even the
beginning of the word is clipped off. Si-
lences don’t count-—you're paying for
them, but they take them away from
you, It's not cool to {ulk and you can’t
hear someone when iley don’t talk.
Whatl the hell good is the phone? I
wouldn’t mind seceing  them totally
serewed,”

The Big Memphis Bust

Joe Engressia never wunied to Serew
Ma Bell. His dream had always been to
work for her.

The day 1 visited Joe in his small
apartment on Union Avenue in Mem-
phis, he was upsel aboui another sei-
back in his applicution for a telephone
job.

“They’re stalling on it. I ot a letter
today Lelling me they’d have {o postpone
the interview I requested again. My
landlord read it for me. They gave me
some runaround about wanting papers
on my rehabilitation status but T think
there’s something clse going on.”

When I switched on the 40-walt bulb
in Joe's room-—he sometimes forgets

- when he has guesis—it looked as if

there was ceaough tetephone hardware
lo start a small phone corapany of his
own,

There is one phone on Lop of his desk,
one phone sitting in an open drawer be-
neath the desk top. Next to the desk-top
phone is a cigar-box-size M-F device
with big toggle switches, and next {o
that is some kind of swilching and cou-
pling device with jucks and alligator
plugs hanging loose. Next to that is a
Traille tyneseeitor My tla B niwt to
the desk, lving apside dovn like a dead

S (4 o7 T F slivdard phonc,

tortoisg, i Hee—tmbatiend- body
e, Across Lhe
room on a torn and dusty coucl are two
more phones, one of them g Louch-tone
model; two {ape recorders; a heap of
phane patehes and cassctles, and a life-
sizo toy {elephone,

Quv conversalion is inlerrupted every
ten minutes by phane phreal.., ¢y
over {he connt gl T

11
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about every piece of cquipment but the
loy phone and the Braille typewriter.
One fourteen-year-old blind kid from
Connecticut ealls up und tells Joe he's
gol o girl friend. 1Te wants to talk to
Joe about girl friends. Joe says they'll
talk later in the evening when they can
be alone on the Jine. Joe draws a deep
breath, whistles him off {he air with an
earsplitting 2600-cycle whistle. Joe is
pleased to got the calls but he locked
worried and preoccupied that evening,
his brow constuntly furrowed over his
dark wandering eyes. In addition to
the phone-company stall, he has just
learned that his apartment housc is due
to be demolished in sixly days for urban
renewal, For all its shabbiness, the
Union Avenue apartment has been Joe’s
first home-of-his-own and he’s worried
that he may not find another before this
one is demolished. :

But what veally bothers Joe is that
switchmen haven’t been listening to
him. “I've been doing some checking on
800 numbers lately, and I've discovered
that cerlain 800 numbers in New Hamp-
shire couldn’t be reached from Missouri
and Kansas. Now it may sound like a
small thing, but T don’t like o sce slop-
py work; il makes me feel bad 2bout the
Jines. So I've been calling up switching
ofiices and reporting it, but they haven't
correcled it. I called them up for the
third time today and inslead of cheeking
they just got mad. Well, that gets me
mad. 1 mean, 1 do try to help them.
There’s somcthing about them I can't
understand—you want {o help them and
they just try lo say vou're defrauding
them.”

It is Sunday evening and Joe invites
me to join him for dinner at a Holiday
Inn. Frequently on Sunday evening Joe
takes somic of his welfare money, calls
a cab, and treats himself to a steak din-
ney at one of Memphis’ thivteen Holiday
Intis. (Memphis is the headquarters of
Holiday Inn. Holiday Inus have boen u
favorile for Joe ever since he ninde his
first solo phone trip to a Bell switching
office in  Jacksonville, Florida, and
stayed in the Holiday Inn there. He
likes 1o stay at Moliday Inns, he ex-
plains, beeause they represent freedom
to him and because the rooms are ar-
ranged the same all over the country so
he knows that any oliday Inn room is
Tamilinr gervitory {o him. Just like any
telcpho£

Over steaks in the Pinnacle Reslau-
rant of the Holiday Inn Medical Center
on Madison Avenue in Memphis, Joe
tells me the highlights of his life as a
phone phreal:,

Al age seven, Joo learned his first
phone irick. A mean haby-sitter, tired
of listening to little Joe play with the
Puvae as he alvways did, constantly, pul
a lock on the phene dial. “I got so mad.

Al age eight Joe learned about whig.
Uing. “I was listening to some intercept
nonworking-number recording in LA ——
I was calling T.A. as far buck as that,
but I’d mainly dial nonworking numbers
beecause there was no charge, and 1'd
listen to these recordings all day. Well,
I was whistling ‘cause listening (o thesc
recordings can be boving afler a while
even il they are from L.A., and all of a
sudden, in the middle of whistling, the
recording clicked off. I fiddled around
whistling gdome more, and *he same
thing happened. So T called up the
switeh room and said, ‘T'un Joe. 1
eight years old and I want to know why
when I whistle this tune the line clicks
off.’ Ile iried to explain it to me, but jt
was a little too technical at ke time. I
went on learning. That was 2 thing no-
body was going lo stop me from doing.
The phones were my life, and I was o~
ing to pay any price to keep on learaing,
I knew I could go to jail. But I had to do
what I had to do to keep on learning.”

The phone is ringing when we walk
back into Joe's apartment on Union
Avenue, It is Captain Crunch. The Cap-
tain has been following me around by
phone, ealling up everywhere 1 go with
additional bils of advice and explana-
tion for me and whatever phone phreak
I happen to be visiting. This time the
Captain reports he is calling {rom what
he deseribes as “my hideaway high up
in the Sierra Nevada.” He puises oub
lusty salvos of B-F and tells Joc he is

.about Lo “go out and get a lttle aclion

tonighi, Do some phresling of another
kind; if you know what I mean.” Joe
chuckles.

The Captain then tolls me to make
sure I understand that what he told me
aboutl {ying up the nation’s phone Jines
was true, but that he and the phone
phreaks he knew never used the tech-
nique for sabolzge. They only learned
the technique to help the phone com-
pany.

“We do a lol of troubleshooting for
them. Like this New Hampshire/Mis-
souri WATS-line fiaw I*ve been scream-
ing about. We help them more than
they know.”

After we say good-bye to the Capiain
and Joe whistles hin1 off 4he line, Joc
tells me about a disturbing dream he
had the night before: “I had been
cauphit and they were taking me to a
prisvo. It was a long trip. They were
taking me to a prison a long long way
away. And we stopped at a Iloliday Inn
and it was my last night ever at a 1Joli-
day Inn, and it was my last night ever
using the phone and T was erving and
crying, and the lady at the Ioliday Inn
said, ‘Gosh, honey, vou should never be

sad at a Iloliday _Inn, You _should al- |

ways be happy here, Lspeciolly sinee
it's your last niaht.? And that justanade

A0 TOWHOT UREFEE a phiane sitling there and

Tean’ use it . . . so I started gelling
mad and banging the receiver up and
down, T noticed T banged 4 once and it
dinled one, Well, then 1 tried banging it
Lwice. . .07 In a few minutes Joo
leavned how to dial by pressing the
hook switeh al the vight time. “T was so
<xeited ) oremember going ‘whoo whoo'

Seover 4w “r

it worse and I was sobbing w0 much I
couldn't stand it.”

Two weeks after I lefl Joeo Bngros-
sia’s apartment, phone-company seceu-
rily agents and Memphis pulice hroke
inlo it Armed with a warrant, which
they lefl pinned to a wall, they confis-
cated every piece of equipment in the
roony, inelidine hic fay TS T TN JN
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the city jail where he was forced io
spend the night sinee he had no money
and knew no one in Memphis to eall.

It is nol clear who told Jee what thatl
night, bul someone fold him thal the
phone company had an open-and-shut
case against him beeause of revelations
of illegal activity he had made to a
phone-company undercover agent.

By morning Joe had hecome convineed
that the reporter from Bsquire, with
whom he had spoken two weeks ago,
was the undercover agont. He probably
had ugly thoughts about somconc he
couldn’t see gaining his confidence, lis-
tening {o him talk about his personal
obsessions and dreams, while plamming
all the while to lock him up.

“I really thought hie was a reporter,”
Engressia told the Memphis Press-
Seimitar. “I told him everything. . . .”
TFPeeling betraved, Joe proceeded to con-
fess everyihing to the press and police.

As it twxns out, the phone company
did use an undercover agent fo {rap
Joe, although it was nol the Esquire
reporier.

Ironically, sceurity agents were
alerted and began {o compile a case
against Joe because of one of his acts
of love for the system: Joe had called
an internal service depariment Lo report
thatl he had Jocated a group of defective
long-distance trunks, and to complain
again about the New Jlampshire/Mis-
souri WA'TS problem. Joe always Jiked
Ma Bell’s lines to be clean and respon-
sive. A suspicious switehman reported
Joe to the security agenis who discov-
ercd that Joe bad never had a_long-
distance call charged {o his name.

Then the seeurity agents leaarned that
Joe was planning one of his phone Lrips
to a local switehing office. The security
people planted one of their agents in
the switching office. Ile peosed as a

- student switchman and followed Joe
around on a four. He was exiremely
friendly and helpful to Joe, leading him
around the office by the arm. When ihe
tour was over he offered Joe a ride back
to his apartment house. On the way he
asked Joe-—one tech man to another—
about “those blue boxes” he’d heard
about. Joe talked about them freely,
talked about his blue box frecly, and
about all the other things he could do
with the phones.

The next. day the phone-company se-
curity agents slapped a monitoring tape
on Joe’s line, which eventualiy picked up
an illegal call. Then they applied for the
scarch warrant and broke in.

In court Joe pleaded not guilty {o pos-
session of a blue bo. and theft of ser-
vice., A sympathelic judge reduced the
charges Lo malicious mischief and found
him guilty on that count, sentenced him
to two thirty-day sentences Lo be served

sentence on condition thal Joe promise

com e conieurrently. and then suspended the.
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———-never—to—plry—with—phones—aprim—toe
promised, but the phone company re-
fused to veslore his service. Yor {wo
weeks after the trial Joe could not he
reached exceepl through the pay phone
at his apartment house, and the Innd-

“lord sereenwd all enlls for hin,
Phone-phreak Carl managed to pet
throneh tn Yoo aftes the teial, and ve-
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. {0
MAY 1962 EDITION «
&SA FPREOXE CFR) 101-11.6 d no

UNITED STATES G‘ERNMENT ‘

Memorandum

: DIRECTOR, FBI (87-121188.

DATE: 8/1/72
ATTN: FBI LAB
&@%ga C, SAN FRANCISCO (87-33313) P
J%/ TSP FBW : : b6
/OL) 0: SAN FRANCISCO biC

Rerep SA

, 5/10/72, at San Francisco.

Enclosed for the information of FBI Laboratory are
five photographs of a deviee commonly referred to as a "blue box,"

which device was seized from Subject, 5/4/72, pursuant to an
authorized search warrant.

The above device is being maintained by the San Francisco
"as evidence in the forthcoming proceedings against Subject.
is scheduled to appear in USDC, San Jose, California,
6/12/72, for purposes of enierl 7 a plea
1
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JULLE972 0 o/ M ciilibfﬁ ‘,

0 Mr. Clevelanfi 1/ i

e TR L i Mr. Conrad !

TELE Vly = Mr. Dalbey coe| !

NR v PLATN ‘ Mr. Jenkins v i
Mr. Marshall e ’\

1255 /M NITEL 7-12-72 MJY Mr. Miller, E.S. — |

Mr.
ACTING DIRECTOR

Ponder o

FB§3 00: SF

b6
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Meie
I0AL SER

RE MMAND SFNI'&ELS :«JEFLY TEN, LAST.
1134

LQKTE OF BIRTH

) APPREHENDED\E‘{ BUAGIENTS AT NMEW YORK, THIS DATE, WITHOUT

Q-INCIDENT. DECLINED INTERVIEW.
gV&

E% WATVED IDENTITY HEARING, AND INDICATED HE WOULD WAIVE
| A REMOVAL HEARING.

AFFORDED HEARING THIS DATE BEFORE US MAGISTRATE,

{
EDNY.

CASH BAIL SET AT TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS.
%}b HEARING ADJOURNED TO JULY TWENTY FIRST, NEXT.

REMANDED

CUSTODY OF US MARSHAL, EDNY, IN LIEU OF BAIL.

SAN FRANCISCO INSURE ORIGII\AL BENCH WARRANT AND CERTIFIED

COPY OF COMPLAINT FORWARDED TO US MARSHAL EDNY./Q// f?

REPORT FOLLOVS. R T &ﬂlh44 ey pen) HSEEED

D E)*’IIS

E N

12 JuL 121972
THAT IS IT AKK FOR SEVEN PLS“ N
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- C;:l:.v.‘/ ; j s 1“«. :: ::;'u n\j; ? ? I Mr. Felt \
, ‘ - < "' ﬁgim | .| Mr. Bates
’ T 77 | Mr. Bishop !
NR @ 16 SF PLAINTEXT R ¥ v,’fw_. AL . L»‘ { Mr, Callahan
& P M Campbeﬁ/ !
V W / st e ! Mr. Cleveland &2y .
" I131PM RITEL 1/18/72 EJG ‘HELEATL:A = 5 Ml; Coi:::\dan /i
' | Mr. Dalbey :
‘ Mr. Jenkins i
! Mr., Marshall |
Q: DIRECTOR (87121189) & | Mr. Miller, E.S. | !
g /‘ ;I 1 Mr. Ponder
‘ Mr. S
) man cgg- 1353, , 2| Soyars
) ]}' o . \_) | Tele. Room
[t NEW YORK (SENT FACSIMILE) > : Mr. Kinley
{ ’ Dac Mr. %rmstrong _
N ' / : Ms, Herwig ;
| FROMs saN FRANCISCO (87~33%13) P) 3P % MZ.N;nw I
ZE kP & [
AKA, DASH FUGITIVE.
ITSP DASH FBY. 00O: SAN FRANCISCO,

RE TELCALL THIS DATE WITH Sa

MIAMI OFFICE.
FOR INFORMATION NYO, SUBJECT, A PHONE FREAK, ARRESLED:

CALIFORNIA, MaY FOUR, LAST ON AN AUTHORIZED COMPLAINT

CHARGING HIM WITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEW, D&CTION ONE THREE
FOUR THREE,

COMPLAINT ALLEGES SUBJECT DEVISED A SCHEME TO

DEFRAUD AND DID CAUSE TO BE TRANSMITTED BY WIRE COMMUNICATION ;;Ezf;“*

IN INTERSTATE AND FOREIGH COMMERCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXECUTING

‘
i

SAID SCHEME SIGNALS AND SOUNDS AND DID WITHOUT AUTHORITY ENTER
“\\‘THE LONG DISTANCE NETWORK OF THE WESTERN TELEPHONE CO., THROUGH

THE USE OF 4 MULTI-FREQUENCY SIGNALING DEVICE AND THEN DID

COMPLETE LONG DISTANCE TOLL FREE CALLS. BOND RECOMMENDED

REC 43 /7 || é o
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS. EXHG X / 9 L3 eimomes eI

SUBJECT APPEARED BEFORE U.S. MAGISTRATE, SAN JOSE, MAEN@

JUL 15 1972 |
FOUR, LAST AND RELEASED ON OR.

SUBJECT TO OBTAIN PERMISSIQNSOF E MAGISTRATE OR ANY Usbc,
END PAGE ONE , )E/ /
: /

518t

L.




SF 87-33313
PAGE TWO

NDC, IN THE EVENT HE DESIRES TO LEAVE AREA.

(PROTECT) IDENTITY,

4

THIS DATE, ADVISED SUBJECT LEFT

NREA JULY SEVEN, LAST

EN ROUTE TO

a AT TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS.

END PAGE TWO

~~ AND ORDERED A BY ISSUED FOR SUBJECT'S ARREST.

FOR THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OF THE NYO,

SEVEW, LAST ADVISED THAT INFO WAS RECEIVED FRONM

THIS DATE, ABOVE FACTS PRESENTED TO USDC JUDGE ROBERT F.
\ PECKHAM, SAN JOSE, CALIF. JUDGE PECKHAM REVOKED SUBJECT'S BOND

SECURITY OFFICE, PACIFIC TELEPHONE CO., SAWN JOSE, CALIF., JULY

NEYW BOND RECOMMENDED

bé6
b7cC
b7D

b6
b7C
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SF 87-33313
PAGE THREE

OFFICE, NY TELEPHONE CO., ONE FOUR ZERO WEST ST., NY, THAT SUBJECT

CALLED A BLIND TELEPHONE FREAK NAMED IN NYC BY THE USE

OF MULTI-FREQUENCY SIGNALING DEVICE FROM A TELEPHONE BOOTH.

STATED THAT HAD THE DETAILS CONCERNING THIS VIOLATION. AUSA

PAUL FITZPATRICK, SF , STATED THAT HE WILL AUTHORIZE REARRESTING
SUBJECT IF ABOVE ALLEGATION CAN BE PROVED.

DESCRIBED AS WMA, DOBI I

MIAMI AT MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND
APPREHEND SUBJECT. 1IN EVENT SUBJECT HAS DEPARTED FOR NY, WILL

END | TEE ey
WASH PLS HOLD TS e

ft {CC-MR. BATES

b6
b7C
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. FEDERAMBUREAU- OF INv@STIGATION

REPORTING OFF‘ICE OFFICE OF ORlGlll\l DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERICD
. NEW YORK -| SAN FRANCISCO 7/17/72 7/11/72
TITLE OF CASE Ve 4 ({'M ?1;’,13‘&}30!?1‘ MADE BY ‘ TYPED BY
.o aka, , -fi,‘;’ c mtv
‘ - FUGITIVE CHARACTER OF CASE |
. ITSP - FBW
' REFERENCES . S oo,

S
O=

SF teletype to Acting Director, 7/10/72

MM teletype to NY;, '7/10/72.

NY teletype to Actlng Director, 7/11/72
-

ADMINISTRATIVE

o

Information copy des;gnated for Mlamz. in view of

J.nvesta.gatlve interest in that DJ..VJ.S.‘L.OD..
_ /'q o

"ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ‘ "} NONE

. ' . i ACQUIT-} case Has sEEN:
convic lAauTO. | Fue, |, ° FINES - SAVINGS | RECOVERIES TALS .
IR, - . 1] Feneine rosmcuTion T HYEs Blve
A D : - OVER SIX MONTHS [Mves Ao
APPROV Q’T\\ . - \\‘ sﬁicég‘;g;j“* o . DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW ;
cories miHe: - \ \\l T ; ; J ) P
@- Bureau (87-121189) o /g Z/ >///f,;i.. . |REC
l"USA, EDNY . . ) A 4 M = P ."M. . ‘
1 - Miami (80-1353) (INFO) . : s ® ¥ EX«$10
3 - San Francisco (87- 33313) : ‘ ST f}”\ —
(L - USA, NDC) S | zo‘gﬂ‘*§i
~1ﬁ- New York (87 68137) Al " gnL ﬂgggg_
' . Dissemination Record of Attdched Rep;rf . ~| Notations
Agency ' @L?\’\
Request Recd. fzé o
Date Fwd | oz ariear . “ 3
By . -
) ' *bpo‘ :1968 O - 200885
COVER PAGE
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l&ED STATES DEPARTMENT OFQSTICE I SN
FEDERALBUREAUCWINVESﬂGRﬂON . . ’ '

e, I . _' ». ' e - - i3 . - . . B . ‘e :'b7c 'i .. ,. - ,_
~ Copytor . | g USA, EDNY (ATTN 'AUSA ROBERT T CLAREY) S
S ‘ . l - USA, NDC (ATTN“AUSA PAUL FITZPATRICK) T
'4J*W*“hl’" ] — lfiw f{f'ﬂrff- Om“ New York New York ‘
Date: fga” T \\A;_ﬁj:‘fl AR
. Fld Oifc e 87-68137° . BaswRk §7-121189 .

. Chaiacters . ¢ INTERSTATE. TRANSPORTATION OF S'I‘OLEN PROPERTY-— e Tl
F_RAUD BY.WIRE . S T

*d‘wlSwwmw:-j: fﬁ»ﬂ Iarrested 7/11/72 at NY., .
I E Declined to make statement.. afforded AR
hearlng 7/11/72 before Maglstrate, EDNY.. Waived 1dent1ty "

hearlng and indicated he‘would waive' removal hearlng,.,
.~ bail. set at $10,000. Hearing adjourned to 7/21/72.
remanded to custody US Marshal, EDNY im: lleu of; ball
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& poropnone oall fron w bay station | logated dn The =~ -
- hdlluway outside oft Kl yoon |« -Cbseryed Setbing on
L fcop *Qi"‘i;he’ *beflephona rrag aﬁ% TE ranasonie camgbie tape xemrde,r
Hodst g ALI.EI BT S gy mtmi'imring devicy aud witrophone,
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k :JHG mtv T e Sl

‘ s . 0On July 11 1972 was -
afforded a hearing before Uhited ‘States Magistra
SCHIFFNMAN, Eastern -District of New York (EDNY)-

- walved identity hearlng and 1ndicated.he would waive re-

‘. moval hearing. Cdsh bail: set at $10,000 ‘and : ‘hearing was "
adgourned to July 21, 1972. was then remanded to
the custody of the United Sta es. arshal EDNY.
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FEDERAL BgREAU OF »ENVEST?GATEQN

¥

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

- Lguug FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO . 7/28/72 6/6/72-7/19/72
TLE OF CASE : | pfReporT MADE BY TYPED BY
. CHANGED (DON Y, %750]7 /¢

| | aka, l l __drw

CHARACTER OF CASE

pUGLTLVEH

ITSP-FBW }? _

The title of this case.is marked cﬁanged to include the
alias | | which alias witnesses indicate was
used by Subject. ‘ '

i - ‘
/! é REFERENCE: Report of sal |, dated 5/10/72,
// h at San Francisco; ‘
Letter from Acting Director to San Francisco,
dated 6/8/72; ‘
San. Francisco airtel to Los Angeles, dated
5/26/72; '
San Francisco letter to Dallas, 5/31/72;
Los Angeles letter to San Francisco 6/19/72;
Miami teletype to San Francisco, 7/10/72 :
San Francisco . teletype to Acting Director, jj
7/10/72, 7/17/72; A
New York teletype to Acting Director, 7/12, 13/72%5
i

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT-] case nas seen:
CONVIC. |AUTO.| FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS
PENDING OV ER ONE ven LvEs e
OVER SIX MONTHS TMves [Rino
,, .
T -
APPROVED / Kéﬁ/’/ S nanae DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADE:, 79’
. o I
@u:r[eau (87-121189} ‘8/7/ /Q() // 8”&? - RECGg
: ~USA, San Francisco o 0 ,
; 2-New York S 'Eﬁlii;
| (1-USA, New York EDBY) a2 B e s
: 1-Dallas (info) 5 Aue A 19 &
1-Miami (info) e

3.-Los Angeles (B7-36042) .
2-San Francisco (87-33313%)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Agency

Request Recd,

Date Fwd, ) )

How Fwd. 5j&:“ e
By \}G‘llé\ (C

% 4,8, SOVERRRENT PRINTING OFFICE: 147 0—273-877 '

Op
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S 87-33313

© FPAG/drvr

~P-
ADMINISTRATIVE: | ,

b6

Information copies of this report are being b7C
furnished to the Dallas and Miami Offices, in view b7D
of the possibility that persons interviewed by these ‘
offices mav be subnoenad as witnesses. On 7/18/72,
General Telephone Company,
Santa Monica, California, by telephone advised the
San Franci i ] d received information
from | i New York Telephone
Company, that a phone freak convention was scheduled
to be held in New York City, starting 7/28/72

LEADS

NEW YORK

AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK, Will maintain the
liason with| | New York
Telephone Company for additional inftormation concerning
Subject. .

b6
(2) Will also obtain from] any additional brc
information regarding phone freak convention scheduled

to be held in New York City on 7/28/72.

(3) Will contact logical informants who may
attend this convention and determine if is in
attendance.

LOS ANGELES

AT T.08 ANCET RS CATLTEORNTA Witll _dinterview

noting

that | [has been alleged to be the |
|in Southern California.

AT RTVERSTNE. CATLTEORNTA Will din

d phone Ireak, nas Deen interviewed by an agent ozl
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph, San Diego Office,
and claims to know and is in a position
to furnish information concerning his FBW violation.

B M
COVER PAGE




| SF 87-3%31%

PAG/dry
: . o T b6
SAN FRANCISCO - ’ . * Bic

AT BFRKELEY, CALIFORNTA, Will review the files of

the Berkeley. Police Department noting that iqﬁnrmaﬁion
has been received that on £/11 or.12/72 one. .

| ) and possibly| | o
| [were arrested in connection Wi using
a "Blue Box". o '

AT SAN FRANCISCO, .CALIFORNTA., Will follow

and report prosecutive action against Subject.

c*
COVER PAGE




UNITQSTATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS&:E
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b6

Copy fo: 1~USA, SAN FRANCISCO ' ' B7C
. 1~USA, NEW YORK EDRY * :
Report of: Office: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFRNIA
Date: 7/28/72 A
Field Office File #. 87~33313 ’ Bureau File #: 87~121189 :
Title:, aka,
Character; INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION'OF STOLEN PROPERTY-

FRAUD BY WIRE

Synopsis;

| entered plea of not guilty in USDC,
6/12/72 to charge of violation Title 18, Section

*BW. 7/10/72 info ti ceived by FBI that

had left of California

in violation of His bond, Bench warrant for Subject's -
arrest issued by USDC that date. 7/11/72 Subject arrested
in New York by FBI and remanded to custody U.S. Marshal

in lieu $10,000.bond. 7/19/72 Subject appeared USDC,

Sah Francisco where his motion +to suppress evidence argued.
Motion denied by USDC. USDC set trial date for

9/19/72. Witnesses interviewed stated have observed

or have been contacted by Subject through use of "Blue
Box". Witnesses state Subject identical to

~P-
DETATLS: AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

The records of the Clerk of the United States
District Court, Criminal Docket Number CR 72-503
contained the following information.

On May 26, 1972 | with counsel
appeared in U.S. District Court of Judge ROBERT F. .
PECKHAM for arraignment. The matter was continued to

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the peoperty of the FBI and is loancd Lo your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U. 8, COVEINMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1070 O - 406-040
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June 12, 1972. June 12, 1972 Subject appeared in U.S.
District Court and entered a plea of not guilty. Trial
by jury was set for July 11, 1972 by the court. June 26,
1972, ﬁi::::] through his attorney, filed a motion to

suppress evidence vhich had been obtained in this

matter and requested that all seized property be returned
S — - s e

b6
b7C

Oon July 10, 1972, |

| California. whol ] ) b6
BIC
TD

continued that
| hxumanTFtnzt‘ﬁé_EﬁﬁIﬁfEe reached at the following
elephone numbers until about]

|
1972: .

or

[ | further indicated tal I
that | I

It is noted that issue number 11, June-July
1972 Issue of the Youth International Party Line,on
page one,under an article which advises that "the

world's first phone freak convention is being held
July 11-15, 1972 in Miami Beach!® |

b6
H pIC
l | ’

On July 10, 1972, the above information was
made available to AUSA PAUL J. FITZPATRICK, Sa ancisco.
Mr. FITZPATRICK stated that the terms of '
person i bond do not permit him to leave .
the of Caelifornia, without obtaining
the Bpproval of the court. FITZPATRICK stated that
this approval has not been requested nor has it been
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granted. AUSA FITZPATRICK stated that he would immediatély  »7¢
make the above information available to United States

District Court Judge ROBERT F. PECKHAM and gake =
request that a bench warrant be issued for arrest.

, On July 10, 1972, Jude: revoked the . -
personal recognizance bond ofj and issuied a bench
- warrant for his arrest. Bond was set by Judge PECKHAM

at $10,000.

By communication dated July 10, 1972, the Miami
and New York Offices were advised of the issuance of =
the above bench warrant. The Miami Office on Tulwy
10, 1972, 'advised that inquirv at the

[Tevealed
LTHEF{;;:::]nad resided at that address for approximately
three days, but had left at 1 PM, July 10, 1972 stating
that he had to catch a fli%hﬁ at the Miami National -

Airport, At the time left, he was observed to
be carrying a radio, ape-recorder, and brown valise with
wires protruding from the top. -

. The New York QOffice hv commmmication dated ‘July
11, 1972 advised that] on that
date, was arrested by The FBI in Jamaica, New York.
Subject was afforded a hearing the same date before the
U.S. Magistrate, Eastern District of New York, who
remended Subject to the custody of the U.S. Marshal
in lieu of $10,000 bond.

On July 18, 1972, United States District. Court

Judge PECKHAM appearance bond
ordering that appear before him in
U.S. District San Francisco, on July 19, 1972
in order that | motion to suppress evidence

could be argued. . Judge PECKHAM requested the U.S.
Marshal to advige ‘the New York authorities of the
‘above order. . .

On July 19, 1972 Subject with his attornies,
appesred in the U,S, District Court of Judge PECKHAM.
At that time the Government presented its response to -
the motion to suppress evidence. Judge PECKHAM
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stated that he would set trial date for September 9,

1972, and denied[:::;:] motion to suppress evidence and |
operty

return seized pr By communication dated June
8,.1972, the Dallas Office furnlshed the follow1ng
,1nformatlon

bé

b7C
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w

1 ’ Dote of transcription 6/8/’?2

I b6

who Enew the identity of the inter- bic
LVI@WIHE‘EEﬁﬁT’??@% previous ipterviewas, was intervieved
concarning | | At the omimet of the
loterview wig 1urnished an Yuterrogationg Advice

of Rights Torm woich he read and signed. Thoreaiter,
he furnbhed the folleowing nformation:

a%&%ﬁﬁ_ﬁn! he received
8 telephone vall from in California, whe

at that %ima was a¢ill openly calling himﬁeif[::::::f:]

Following tﬁis,[::::::]aisa talkaed to

[;;::::;]on conferonce crouits wherein he czme to recognisie
§ volce, '

On one of the conference cailal |and
I | had 2 private tallk vherein] ]
told him | |

[:::::]w%aﬁad he telephonad [::;%:]a% the
number given and recopnized his voice &n 8 _game individuml
who had previmsiy used the name |

rinted e could not reeall the exact number
at this time, howevew, 1t i the numbe agterplege
spiral notohook vecorded for the name ]wb&ah was
selzed by Agents of the Foderal Buroau o ayvestigation,

[ | vy naked $2 he regognized the name
s Synonymous with] |
ng gvated ke hud net heard the nawve

Inferviewed on 6/@,/72 a File # MIXKS 8?‘*21346
o San Frapcgisco 87.33313
o T ey

by_““&J l_/ ent Date: b6

b7C

This document conlains neither recommendofions nor conclusions of the F81. It is the proper
H ond Us contents are nol to be disiribuled oulside your ogency.
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prier to arrest by Agents of the Federal Bura u
of Invesﬁgation in 19792,

‘ [};:;_—_t]further gtated the only names he knew
this ipdividua o use were | pﬁcl I

He stated the inferente in 2 signed statement he furnished
April 26, 1972, that | | was known also as

| and ) ,ms incorrect.

© M
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1

§ s

8/8/72

Date of transcriplion

Examinetion of j :hit&_maﬁﬁaﬁniﬁﬁa_hrauﬁ spiral
nptebook by Bpsolsl Ageng on June ¥,
1992, ve?lecyed vy page 13 THorels @ Golump oF names -
with corresponding telsphons numbers.

The 13th nuwe recorded on this page was shows
am ¢

iy dm the wame and pumber referved to by | ]
in nn interview om June 6, 1973, =)

memﬁm AL WRAoTH who was previosly hknown
¥ — -

bé
bcC

Inlerviewed on 6/6/?2 af m}z‘i&ﬁg Toxas File #Bﬁllﬂg 8?“213?&8

San Frapolsss R7-80S=
by......_.“.__._.g_g. d/ euf Date diclated __
This document confoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the properly of the F

I ond its coatenls are nol lo be disiribuled oulside your agency,

7
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b6
p7C
b7D

Concerning the above information contained in the
white notebook, the records of the General Telephone

Company, according tol eflect
that televhone number | lis +he numher listed
to|

California. | lhas been previouslv identified
asl

The Los Angeles Office by communication dated
June 19, 1972, furnished the following information.

.
WU
SO

hare e e N
RO PO SRR
YO et b
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6/16/72

Date of tronscription

bé
b7cC

I Iwhﬂ resjdes atl
Los Angeles, California,

telepnone numberl | was interviewed near the i?ggggggﬁigf

off oy sa land sA
[ | Prior to the interview, SA| |advised| [that
ne purpose of the interview was to obtain any information he

might have concerning| | or and their
involvement in making TITegal telephone calls Through the use
of electronic devices. ~

iandl |
| California, approximately

:—E___'adﬁsed that he metl
at residfffi in

two years ago. stated That at the time he met I |
and[%:::::]he was accompanied by of aill-
fornia.

|stated that] is known to him and Athers
in the Los Angeles area as rin
Los Angeles, California. stated that whenever an individual
1s interested in telephoné® or electronic devices he will go to

for advice as to how to accomplish whatever that individual
i SnNes

to accomplish through the use of electronic devices.
stated that| land is employed

by the Northridge, California.
l Istated that at the time he was at[:::::::]
residence, ad installed on his telephones o muting

advised that

rice WhicCl 1S also known as a "black box.™ | |
also’had with him a device called a "bIue box" which he

vias showing to
and uses for the

and they were discussing the functions
ue box.

ding that
land obtal

advised that it is his understa
often comes to Los Angeles to talk with
concerning telephones and electronic devices.

n aavice

|stated durling June 1971, he was in San Jose,

California, at which time he again sau] [ ] | advised

that he was visiting .friends in] [and | | came over to
the residence and was showing everyone in the residence how the

blue‘box functioned, and was making callsﬁall over the world.

[C————

{nterviewed on mglsﬁg__m ot ]

SA
by — SA]

pCaliforrskmanzin, Eusitehos Angeles 87.-36042

1d
DKC/rsr

| a

6/15/72

Date dictoted —
FBE - S48 FRARZISEO

L

S oo }
%&wcﬁp&ﬁ&&jhc I"BI and is loanced to
- §

¥

This document contains neither recommendations nar conclusions of th
your agency: i and its contents are not to be distributed outgide ven agenc
/

PR A PTG e

AR .
oA -y - *
. e T Ty

- > O ne
Tt L1 TN e 4y

TOTLELP AT N w o gy e ene e MR UTIRARVIHR WANGY A e

v I S




o
TA &7-300L2

b6
b7C
b7D

[:::::]stated he could naot recall any svecific places
calleg af thic time excepy that ne does reca
l |through the vsge of the blue hox ated alco

nrecent gt §) agidence werel ﬁnd an 3 ividua amed
1lso stated that he wiochessed

| f jJadvised he does not understand
0% vhis call was set up but it was accomplished through the use
ol the blue box, :

[ Iltated thaﬂ hs algo known to him as

dviced that] lis known as l
to maby phone freaks, ! Ptated in his conversations
WITI other phone freaks in th ngeleg area, it is more or

lese common lmoviledge thai |

t(')

' [:;:::lstated that who is also a phone freak
in the Lof Fhgeles area, knows land has been involved
in working with phones for five OF s1iX years.

adviged| | who is also known as
recides at | Los Angeles,

g, and hasg e _Telcpnone nunbers, wnich ard |
and l stated[ " Jwould prSBABIy B

not very cooperative with the FBI concerning this matter.

The following description was obtalned through obser-
vation and interview:

Name

Race

Sex

Date of Rirth

Height

We ,Uht

Hair

Lyes

Social Qecurlty
Number

10
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- AT SAN JOSE, CALIFORNTA

b6
. The following investigation was conducted by b7C
S 7D

On July 6, 1972, |

L_San JAse California, advigedl |
is
b4

I lsaid' Ihnc: met
who | |
and he, | |, toId her he saw

using a "blue box", but she doesn't LATH
would be willing to talk with +hs FBI due 5 & STTFaimed

relationship with]| that Jjust recently
was resolved.

| |said she would speak with

and they would contact s and see
if he is willing to be contacted by the FBI regarding
this matter.

On July 7, 1972, telephonically
contacted the San Jose RedTusmT Agency _and advised writer
that she andl ‘ |lhad contacted

and asked him if he wouro oW TIINg
To Talk with the PBI regarding and
he told them he would rather ndv—roecome TITVOIVEN

Ty e

in this matter and would not talk with the FBI.

11
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aDERAl BUREAU OF.INVESTIGATION . :
) Doto_ B2y 44, Q%2
r; d
b6
b7C

CATLIOTTLE, a0Vised That in the latter part of 1971,
POSELDLY Decembery she cawnot remember the i
stated 1t was the some dae o e |

p SR was goings o nee the oy

tClopnone booth |

degeribed the mon as followm: Wnite,
male, in his 30's, dark hair curding in bmek, believes wearing
glasses, belleves clean shaven, 5 feet 6 inches-6 feet, 180~
185 pounds, wearing a walst Llength- jacket possibly o greenish-

gray in color

k b6
0 ) Fllo g b7C
e L fey et —y
"G/ T2 ol — TCutidorrga et — = 1
by | Date dictated O DY
R30S Fusgy

This document contains nelthor recommendotions nor.conclusions of th

e FBL It Is the property of the FBI and Is loansd o your agency;
itond ils' contents are not to be disiributed outside your agency. ’ )

12
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JEP s sms

b6
B7C

gtated she does not know 1T she
would recopnIze Ghe man in the phome booth if she saw
him sgain. ,

13
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\/

Date

JULyI, 1972

[::::::]Cawlfornia, was furnished a brown ma
photographs, including that of

ing several
numbered 1-8;

After viewing the above photographs,

stated that the man in
the man she saw in the

ila Polder contein

’

photograph number eight most resembles
plione booth in the latter part of 1971

wag the man,

™The nhn'i*nm«nnfa dead

but she is not sure if this

ghated number eight is a photo~

bé
b7C

graph of
¢
€2
. 2‘
On b fosn e at | File # y
KA L= Caltforita " " 8F87=3%%15
by ] _— Date dictated Exef ey frmr en
« SIS (797 7
This documaent contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBl and Is looned 1o your agency:

It and its contonts are not 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-263 (Rev. 1.7-72) * ‘Q ‘ \ - . % "xi ? =
- FEDERAL&SUREAU OF INVE®TIGATION | -

’QEPORTKNG OFFEE };‘L OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE : lNVES‘?I’GAT!VE PERIOD . =
“ff‘/SAN-FRANCIsco SAN FRANCISCO | 9/18/72 7/10/72 - 9/11/72 |
TITLE OF CASE , REPORT MADRE BY TYPED By
Paax vsk 2’1/
| aka CHARACTER OF CASE T R
I = b6
ITSP - FBW b7C
REFERENCES: New York report of SA | \ 7/17/72, -
San Francisco report of SA | | 7/28/72.

Miami airtel to New York, 7/I9772.
‘New York letter to San Francisco, 8/9/72.
Los Angeles letter to San Francisco, 8/24/72.

- P
ENCLOSURE /
TO THE BUREAU
Enclosed to the Bureau is one copy of a "Call Natas b6
& Transcript" of tapes one through four complied by p7C
General Telephone. Colipany of b7D
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ] NONE ACQUIT-| case nas sEzm:
convic. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [[]YEs [S])no
PENDING PROSECUTION :

y OVER SIX MONTHS ves [Awo

4 7
APPROVED / /(/% g ENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

£

COPRIES MAD"E\Y”@ v ,/g . ) ] .
~ Bureau (87-1£1189) (Enc. 1)) -~ REC 43
W\l - USA, San Francisco SL | /A 1759 4. & R
2 =~ Los Angeles (87-36042
2 - New York (87-68137) 15 SEP 22 197

2

4 (1 - USA[\EDNY) - .
—~vSan Francisco (87-33313)

\ENCLOSURE

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations

- L
Request Recd. ' ) % )\ .%’% o
Date Fwd. %“i ) » £‘®
How TFwd. .

By

543EP2@‘%§?&2 N | COVER :P;AG? o L .
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[;;;::::]stated the “phone freaks" are going to
have a meeting on July 29, or August 29, 1972, at the Hotel

Diplomat, New York City, New York, telephone number -

P

| salid he has been contacted several times

b6

b7C -

b7D

by a| who is a reporter for the Villege Reporter,

an underground newspaper in New York, and can be contacted
ugh € hone number in San Francisco; about a
defense fund and she has given his number to

several peop%e in Furope apparent "phone freaks" who call him

asking about

sl

D .
COVER PAGE .

-

&
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LEADS

NEW YORK

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK. Will upon completion of
prosecution of Subject in San Francisco, advise USA, EDNY,
the results of this prosecution in order that he may

render a prosecutive opinion concerning possible prosecution
of Subject in EDNY.

LOS ANGELES

AT RIVERSIDE, CALTFORNIA.

. Will continue efforts
li_lezm_and_]interview | }

SAN FRANCISCO.

-
-~

e AT SAN FRANCISCO%ALIFORNIA. Will follow and

report-results of prosecution and will advise New York Office.

o

E*%
COVER PAGE

IEnCAN ey PR s S ey s R L T I e e
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FD-204 (Rov. 3-3-59) ; 4 . . & 5
UNWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J@I'ICE . “

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - USA, San Francisco ﬁgc
1 - USA, New York
Report of: ] | Ofic: San Francisco, California
Date: 9/18/72 .
Field Office File 2 8733313 Bureau File #: 87-121189
Title: )
Character: INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY -
FRAUD BY WIRE
Synopsls: .
I lidentified as being iif |
Items seized from[ ___ Jby New York Office incidental
to arrest set out. AUSA, EDNY, withholding prosecutive
. opinion concerning Subgect's pofff%%f:wa violation ..
that district. Witness. states uses code name;\\\
| and states he observed Subject using T~
"plue box" USDC, San Jose, California, continued '
Subject's trial until 10/24/72
- P -
DETATLS:

. The Miami Office by communication dated July 19,
1972, furnished the following information: ’

i

This document contatns nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outaide your agency.

U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1869 O - 351-070
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- ’;:4,:‘: - ) 2ol .
xS - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ﬁ

I.'i . '- ; ~ B .

-l-:f}r . . . . . : Date of transcription 7/1‘3/?2
J
|
Mimni Reach, Florida, was advised ol the b7C
. oixrcial identit the terviewing agents and the nature b7D
e of the inquiry. urnished the following informa-
™ tiony

From a photograph shown to him by SA‘

identified the photograph as identical with an indi-
vidual who had stayed in apar%meﬁ%{ ief this hotel for the
past several days. - :

' At approxzimately 1:00 p.m. or July 10, 1972, the indi-
vidusl in the photograph, who had previously identified himsels

as entered the hotel and asked 1f he could get his
ivggage out of apartment [ ]as he was leavi wn.
was not the registered occupant of apartment hut had been

going.in. and-out-of that apariment for several days. After

~. _obtained his luggage, which Consisied of a radlo, tape recorder
Bnd-a_brown_valise -with wires prctmdingifne top, he left
the hotel and got into an awailting car. had nmeationed the
previous day that he would be leaving Miami on July 10, 18%2, and
possibly would tiavel to New York City.

b6
b7C

;«-‘4“

torviowsd on___T/10LT2 o_Miani Beach, Flovida  p. s tomi 87-326320/ |

SAl :
by SA| kb 2 oaedieed__ T/12/72

This document contains neither recommendations nor concluslons of the FBL [t Is the properly of the FBl and is loanad 1o your ogency:
It and s conlents ore nol to be distributed ovislde your agency, : )
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b7
The New York Office advised that on July 24, 1972, ’

Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT L. CLAREY, Eastern
District of New York, advised that Subject was removed to )
the Northern District of California on July 19, 1972. Assistant
United States Attorney CLAREY further advised that he would
render a prosecutive opinion concerning a possible Fraud by

Wire Violation in the Eastern District of New York pending
results of prosecution in the Northern District of California.

Regarding the cassette tape taken from the Subiject.
at the time of his arrest, it should be noted thatl| |
New York Telephone Company, 140
West Strret, New York City, can testify, as an expert witness,
concerning its content and use.

el AT
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? P35 (Rev, 4-15-64) o

ERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!GA C‘

7/26/72

o .

v

N N . '
. T . e Dat

I riNew York Telephone Company,
40 Vlest Street, Hew York
City, dew York, telephone] xamined a cassette

b4
b6
b7C
b7D
b7E

972.

tape taken from a tape recorder belng usea by
"[:fi:::] at the time of his arrest on July 11,

subsequently provided the following dnformation rela%lve

to .the contents of the tape and its use:

Using this tape to-make toll calls would be

b4

fraudulent use of the Bell System's Toll Wetwork. b7D
V T : b7E
METHOD OF OPERATION: : .
' . 5 . ' [QUPRVCENE , 83} .~ i
.:LPIAUZI:U . )
7/13/72 New York, New York WL Y 87 68137 b6
on 1713/ . ork, 1 : | /«Fl‘_ LA 1978 be
) P SAN ks v L I -
‘SAs. Loy | ‘” L
: T 19/72
by ictated /197

This document contains neither reconunendetions nor conclusions of the FBI,
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency:
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. : ‘/,"' . . b7D N
NY 87-68137 ‘ . . b7E w.°
' 2.' . 3 o - . N . ’ i

TECHNICAL EXPLANATICN OoF OPERATI@IJ:




.

' / . b4

NY 87-68137 , ) : b7D

3. R o . : . : b7E
. [:;;:;;gnmde available the decoding tape which Wwas b6
used to decode e names, initials and numbers on the b7C
cassette tape. . _ o b7D

The following names, initials, and numbers were
recorded on the cassette tape:

HOME

b6
. . i b7C
- : b7D )
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*

: The fo:iiwing immsf, of g@ﬁs‘f 2:»1@ &vimnﬁimry valusg, EESC
Cers abﬁaw_kﬁ_mﬁx of the psrsed, incldental te the
arrost of ah ;ml.y ik, 972z A
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ok A wt
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o b6
FAG/vsk ‘ oe.

By letter dated August 15, 1972. the New York

Office advised that on August 10, 1972, | A

[;;%:::]New York Telephone Company, 140 West Street, New Yorx
¥, advised that he did not attend the phone freak convention

held in New York Citv on Julv 29, 1972, as he was on vacation.
E;:::]advised that | was present at

Tie convention and that she could furnish detailed information
concerning same. '

On August 10, 1972,

New York Telephone Company, advised that she attended the -
Ehone freak convention held at the Hotel Diplomat, 108 West

3rd Street, New York City, on July 29, 1972. She stated
that the convention ran from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
that approximately 75 people were in attendance. No equipment
was displayed, however, visual diagrams of blue boxes and
devices used were shown and explained. It should be noted
that the convention received a great deal of publicity. n

advised that Subject was not in attendance

rai_ihﬁ_gcnvention. Four indivi?ualg spoke including [:::;] —

and | | is also known to T~
phone freaks as | | and resides at] |
[ | Long Island, New York. ‘

By letter dated August 24, 1972, the Los Angeles
Office furnished the following information:

Y

- 10 -




okt g D e 20 B St gt M b M o4 m %

PO

FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) 5 pe i , :
‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

Date of tronscription 7/19/72

I+

. b6
I ) b7C

telephone numbers| 1 [and —WaE

interviewed at his place of residence. rior o interview

the interviewing Agenm:ififfifjed themselves as representatives
™ of the FBI and advised of the purpose of the interview

which was to obtain from him anx_infgrmailgg_néjmight have

concerning the activities of relating to

his use of multi-freguency devices circumventing telephone

_companies circuitry. ‘

adviééd that he has been acquainted with
I | for a?pzoximatelyl | He stated he met
through his, hobbY ot studying telephone devicCes

and equinment. | l

fstated that he could not provide any
information concerning[;;;:;::] past or current activities

involving the use of mu —Trequency telephone devices as he
31d not have any firsthand knowledge as activities.
stated, however, that he did know ad a strong

interest in the "blue boxes" and other types of devices and
felt that] would be the type of individual who would
experiment with those devices because of that interest.

l |stated that he has known that uses
the code name ! Jand felt that this was probably
common knowledge among individuals he termed as "phone freaks .

3 . . b6
‘ ' b7C
interviewed on [/ L3/ 72 | California . gy, #los Angeles 87-36042
sa [ | ,
by -——-———-——*SA DKC/Sem Date dictated - 7/18/72 .
. 1'1 .

This document contains neither rec cu-mendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loancd to
your agencys it and its contents ar i ot to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIQN

1 Date of transcription August _ll 1872
| |was interviewed at’ b6
his residence, | |California. b7C
‘ b7D

He was advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent, and of the nature of the interview. He was advised
of his rights as appear on the "Interrogation; Advice of
Rights" Form. He executed the waiver by signature, and
advised as follows:

b6
. bicC
Interviewed on 7/20/72 © Califprnia File # _SF 87“33313’75{?
by — O W Date dictated —1/26/72

12

This document contains neither recommendiitions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loened to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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S¥ 87-33313
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b6
b7C
b7D
never discussed owning or using or
manufacturing any instrument or device to defraud
the Telephone Company.
I inever knew anything concerning
any equipment that| had in his possession for
making telephone calls without cost until such time
as he read _in the newspaper that had been
arrested. has no knowledge concerning a
so called "blue box" or any other equipment that
or any other individual might possess to make
toll free telephone calls. | |furnished the
following background and descriptive data: e
Name:
Residence:
Race:
Sex:
Birthdate:
Birthplace:
Hair:
Eyes:
Height:
Weight:
, Employment:
: Education:
4 Arrest record:

3




SF 87-33313
FAG/vsk

On September 12, 19
Attorney PAUL FITZPATRICK, No
advised that on September 11,

72, Assistant United States
rthern District of California
1972, a hearing was afforded

the Subject in United States District Court, San Jose,

California. At that time,

Subject testified that he was

without funds and the court appointed a public defender

to defend him.
October 24, 1972.

2
-

K
e Rt

- 1h% ~

The court continued Subject's trial until.
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My, Baker "~ /
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COVLIICATIONS SECTION Mr. gxshop RS
Mr. Callahan ———
B Mz, Cleveland —e—
,«q bea

Mz, Conrdd eem——r

M, Dalbey ———m—

}J/ poim EE IO Mr. Jenking ——-
hoemeashend b b

Mr, Marshall e
My, Miller, ESy o

Mr. Ponder e
, Mr, Soycas ————"

. Mr, Wollers e
Tole. Room

Mr. Kinley e
/ Mr. Armsiyong ———

Ms, Horwig ——eme
Mzs. Neentn e

NR @23 SF PLAINTEXT

4:28 AM NITEL-"18/12/72 EJG
TO ¢

AcTING DIRECTOR (87-121189)
NE('YORK (87-68137)

FROM:

SAN FRANCISCO (87-33313) P 1P

AKA, ITSP, FBY

AUSA PAUL FITZPATRICK, SAN FRANCISCO, REQUESTS PRESENCE
OF sA

:"4

IN SAN FRANCISCO, OCT. TWENTYTHREE, NEXT,
FOR PRETRIAL CONFERENCE. SA

WILL BE UTILIZED AS GOVERNMENT

WITNESS TO TESTIFY TO ARREST AND SEIZURE OF EVIDENCE FROM SUBJECT ON
JULY ELEVEN, LAST, IN NYC.

SA REQUESTED 70 BRING ALL EVIDENCE
TRIAL DATE SET FOR OCT.

TWENTYFOUR, NEXT,
USDC, SAN JOSE, CALIF, )

REC-23
END ﬂ : 29{ ;2 //4w//(//¢§) ~d 0CT 16 1972 l
HOLD PLS Q%

\

% — )

0
S840ttty o°
406719 17

SEIZED FROM SUBJECT.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

007211972@,/ )

TELE //”"

MR £23 SF PLAINTEXT

¢ ACTING DIRECTOR (87~121189)

NEW YORK (87-68137)
FROM: SAN FRANCISCO (87-33313) (P> |IP

s AKA. ITSPj; FBY.

AUSA PAUL FITZPATRICK, Sal FRANCISCO, ADVISED THIS DATE

THAT TRIAL WILL BE CONTINUED TO
MR, FITZPATRICK REQUESTS

NEXT, USDC, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA.
APPEAR SAN FRANCISCO FOR PRETRIAL

. Falt /
Mr. Baker A ot
Mr, Bates A

Mr, Bishop ;
Mr. Callehen ____ |
Mr. Cleveland ____ |
Mr. Conrad |
Mr. Daltsy . .
Mr. Jenkins Y
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Miller, ES. e
Mr. Ponder .
Mr. Sovars ;
Mr, Walters _
Tele. Room
Mr. Kinley

Mr. Armstrong ____,
Ms. Herwig
Mrs. Neenan .

B

11247 PM NITEL 18/28/72 EJG (_/l

b6
biC

NOVEMBER TWENTYEIGHT

THAT SA
CONFERENCE NOVEMBER TWENTYSEVEN NEXT, UACB. /Qf
EWD G715 " ‘,
gs’ e i Mﬂm
PLS ACK FOR TWO N i
| 041972
BJM FBI YASHDC ST-112 te 0CT d

CLR

p Fees”
24007271972

co— Hobn

M
—
ACK FOR WR@21 & ©23
: ug‘/ |

’



Lot

o - ¢ \

FD-263 (Rev. 12-19-67)

FEDERAL P‘UREAU OF INVES TEGATEON .

REPORTING OFF(CE OFFICE OF ORIGIN

DATE

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

SAN FRANCTISCO SAN FRANCISCO 11/17/72 10/11/72 = 11/13%/72
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
VA b6 mil
aka CHARACTER OF CASE b7C - .
Jﬁ} ITSP - FRW
a]

REFERENCES: San Francisco report of SA

T gdated 9/18/72.
New York airtel to San Francisco dated 10/16/72.
Los Angeles letter to San Francisco dated 10/30/72.

- P -
ADMINISTRATIVE

Information copies of this report are being furnished
N : the Los Angeles and New York offices in view of their investi-.

1 gative interest in this matter.

Authority to serve subpoenas in this case was granted
by former SAC ROBERT E. GEBHARDT.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ] NONE ACQUIT-] case ras eens
ARRLs A - TR AT B TALS PENDING OVER ONE YEAR DYES mNO
PENDING PROSECUTION
U A OVER StX MON THS Xives [CIno
APPROVED /68 SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADE:
| it et/ STt JAL/E T ] L;LST-TOZI
,\ 2} - Bur'eau (87—121189) e cﬁ;
- USA, San Francisco %&K"
1 - Los Angeles (87-36042) (Info) 17 NQV 20 1972 "
2 - New York (87-681%7) (Info) ‘
2 - San Francisco (87~33313)
Dissemination Record.of Attached Report Notations e RTIAN
-
Dt .
% A GPO ¢ 1971—-440432R
5 COVER PAGE
FONoV2T71972
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SE 87-33313
FAG:mJl
LEAD

SAN_ FRANCISCO

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNTIA.
report results of prosecution.

B¥*
COVER PAGE

Will follow and
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UN‘_TD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JI@INCICE
"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOR

Copy to: 1 - USA, San Francisco
1 - USA, New York | !

Report of: | I Office: San Francisco, California

Date: 11717772 '

Field Office File #  87=33%1% - Bureav File #: 87-121189

Titie:
b6 x
b7C

Character: INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY -

FRAUD BY WIRE

Synopsis:

Interviews with some persons contacted telephonically by
Subject during March, April, and May, 1972, set out. For-
mer phone freak and acquaintance of Subject observed
with electronic equipment which could be used to defrau
telephone company. Subject's trial, which had been scheduled
for 11/28/72, will be continued to a date not yet determined.

| - P -

DETATLS: AT SAN FRANCISCO

On October 11, 1972, Assistant United States
Attorney PAUL J. FITZPATRICK, requested that the FBI inter-
view and serve with a subpoena to testify on October 24,
1972, in United States District Court (USDC), San Jose,
California, certain persons who were telephonically con-
tacted by Subject during the periods from March 27, 1972,
through March 30, 1972, and April 30, 1972, through May 1,
1972. In accordance with the request of Mr. FITZPATRICK,
the following investigation was conducted:

!
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency. NOV duplicated within your agency.

)
U, 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840
|
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FD-302 (RCV, 3-17-69) s -

s, N ) \N/ N . N—

e

g S .)ERAL sureay oF iNvesioanion (@)

|

bore._10/18/72

General Telephone
Company, 100 Wilshire Boulevard, made available tapes of
telephone conversations monitored by the General Telephone .
Company during the periods from March 27, 1972, through

March 30, 1972, and April 30, 1972, through May 1, 1972. The
tapes include calls which were monitored from lephone
listed tol | telephone numberi ,

I | "The tapes, which are ten in number, include calls
made from telephone to the telephones listed to

the following persons:

bé

b7D

bé
bicC

b7C

On

10/16/72 4 canta Monica, California Fllos. SF 87-33313

by Sh Wj a Ogte dicioied 10'/.1 8,/7 2

This decument contalns neither recommendations nor concluslons of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and Is loonod lo your agoncy;

it eal s wi i agencye.
tond its contents are not fo bo disiributed oulside your agency, NIOX dupllCatéd within your g Y
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FD-302,(REN. 3-17-69) ’
; . N’ Nt

I!’EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘ b - -
X b6

: ;b7C
: oo 10718772 P12
l | was interviewed
at his place of residence. | [advised that he is
I was asked if he remembered receiving
a teléphon& ¢arLl on March 30, 1972, from al |
I | california.] [stated

that he did remember receiving a call last spring from this
company concerning a "Bio-feed-back device", which he had
received from the above company and which he considered

unsatisfactory. | |[stated that he does not know the
name of the individual who made the call to him and he is not
familiar with the name | {1 | added
that he has never seen this individual. | stated that
his home telephone number is | P | stated
that the device which he ordered from| fvas adver-

tised in an underground newspaper which he reads.

A _transeript from a recording of the above call
was read to | | iwas not certain from
the portion of the transcript read to him whether or -not he -

had réceived the above call. A tape containing the conversation
from this call, which tape was made, available by the General
Telephone Company, was then played to | Il l
stated that one of the voices on this tape was his voice and

the playing of the tape refreshed his recollection, so that he

now remembered having received the above telephone call. :

. SA then served| | with a subpoena

to testify in United States District Court for the Northern
District of California, Courtroom of Judge PECKHAM, 190 North
Market, San Jose, California, on October 24, 1972, at 10:00 AM.

bé
. b7C
on +0/16/72 4 Los Andgeles, California Fllex SE_87-33313
SA | | S
by SA I wia Date dictated 10/18/72
T i

4
o FBL, it is the proparty of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;

duplicated within your agency.

This decument conloins neither recommendalions nor conclusions of th
it and ts contants are not lo be distributed outside your agency, nor

3
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'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION e
Vé ]

1 Oate 10/18/72

~ LT lwyas interviewed at his place of
employment,
advised that he is the] bt the above
companv. and he gtated that he resides at | |

California. I | further advised that
hi's home telephone n%mber is ’

was then asked if he remembered
receiving a telephone call on March 30, 1972, from an

indivi o identified himself as[____ |from San Jose.
advised that he had no recollection of receiving

this telephone call.l Iwas then asked if he knew

a | | and & photograph of was shown to |
| n |stated that he did not know this o
individual noxr did.he recognize the person depicted on the, ’{
photograph. | | advised that his records reflect

that on March 30, 1972, he was at his place of employment and
would not have been home to receive the above call.

) 10/16/72 California Fillos SE 87-33313
SA '
by_._sé : wja Date dictated 10/18/72
o FBI. It is the property of the FBl and Is loaned to your cgency;

Ihs d- comoant conlalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of th

: i Nneye.
it ond 1s contants ore nol to be disiributed oulside your agency, TIOY dupllcated within ypur age Y

A Ca
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,OEDERM. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . )

|

10/18/72

Dota e—

b6
b7C
b7D

Iwac: interviewed s+ -his nlace

of employment|]
stated that he 15 | and resides
at | California.

stated that he is acquainted with an
individual by the name of | | He added that
he knows| lto be a "vhone freak", and stated that
uses the code name| i '

. [::::::lwas asked by Sa| |i% his
home telephone number is ] L] | replied that this
is his home. telephone number. | fwas then askgﬂ_iﬁwhe

recalled recei a telephone call from| |on
‘| Istated that he had no recollection of

recelving a call on that particular date, however did state
Efff:ff]has, in the past, received telephone calls from

A transcript of a telephone call made from a

telephone listed to | | telephone number

to telephone numberx] ] previously .
identified as the telephone listed to| | was then,
read tol | A tape containing this telephone .
conversation, which tape was made availahle hv the General
Telephone Company, was then played for He stated
that the above refreshed his recollection and he did recall
receiving this telephone call from | | |stated
that desired to attend a telephone freak convention
which™Was to be held in about April or M at the
University of California at Los An es. further
advised that he believed that[::::ffidid in fact attend this
convention.

SA [:::]then servedl lwith a subpoena
to testify in United States District Court for the Northern
District of -California, Courtroom of Judge PECKHAM, 190 North
Market, San Jose, California, on October 24, 1972, at 10:00 AM.

’ b6
. b7C
on, L0/17/72 california files. SF_87-33313
sA | ,_ '
bY s SA l wia Date dictatod 10/18/72

' i {. Il is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency;
Inl, 4 wmenl conlalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB s prop thin your agency.

i and s conlants are nol to be disiributed oulslde your ogency, NOX dupl 1cated wi
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FD402 (RC, 3-17-69} |

N ’ ) N’
DEDER&L BUREAU OF iN\{ESﬂGATION '

Date__10/18/72

L

| was b6
interviewed at her place of residence. | stated EZC
that she is married—to land 'she added that she °'°
is employed by the : |stated

that her home telephone number is

| lwas asked if she recalled receiving

a telephone call on March 30, 1972, from an_individual who.
identified himself as[____ |from San Jose. stated
that. she had no recollection of receiving this call. A ,
portion of the conversation which was involved in this! callk,
and which was taped by the General Telephone Company of
California, was read to] by SA |
| | stated that she still did not recall recelving
. A recording of this call was then played to

| |advised that she was not certain

that the voOice appearing on this tape was her voice.. She
stated, however, that she recalled a "guy" calling, however
she did not recall how long ago this call was received.. She
added that she therefore guesses that it must have beeh her
voice on the tape. ‘ :

I | stated that she does not know anyone.
by the name ofl ] A photograph ofi:;:::i]
was shown toi |and she stated that she did not
know the person depicted on this photograph.

, SA hen served| |[with a subpoena
to testify in United States District Court for the Northern
District of California, Courtroom of Judge PECKHAM, 190 North
Market, San Jose, California, on October 24, 1972, at 10:00 AM.

On ...

by

This d-cumant contoins nelther recommendotlions hor concluslo
It and s contants are not fo be distributed oulside your agency,

. b6

10/17/72 california fies SF 87-33313 biC
s ‘ | :
S.A“I lea Date dictated 10/3—8/72

ns of tho FBL It is tho properly of the Bl and 1s loaned to your egency;
nor duplicated within your ?gency.
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) Q:nsam BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’

|+

oote. L0/17/72 - )
b6 !
b7C
b7D

pas interviewed at his place of .
employment I S
advised that e T5] [T | '
was asked if he recalled recelving a telephone call on

March 30, 1972, from ‘an individual who identified himself as

Istated that the above refreshed his recollection "
and _he recdlTed T i

eceiving this +elenhone call from

A tape of the conversation from this call, which
tape was made available by the General Telephone Company of
California, was played tof | | identified one , oo
of . the voices on this tape as Ris VoIice. ‘ ‘

E SA;[:::]then served| with a subpoena
to testify in United States District Court for the Northern
District of California, Courtroom of Judge | 190 North
Market, San Jose, California, on October 24, 1972, at 10:00 AM.

bé
b7cC

File #

SF87-33313

on— 10/ L7 /T2 —ot-Les—Angetes—Catiformta

SA | :
by S i Wj - Date dictated l0/18/72

4

i d is loaned to your agency;
Ihis d-cument conlolns neithar recammendations nor conclusions of the FBL U is the proparty of the F8l an

i ad thin our agencye.
il and its contents are nof to be dislributed ouiside your agency, NOY dupl icate Wil 1 Y g
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. o \ : : N
‘ ‘ERAL BUREAU OF INMVESTIGATION ‘

g Dato 10/18/72

1

. ) : ‘ : b6
I | uag ﬁnterniawed at his place bic

of residence, _r stated at the - b7D

outset of the TWTETVIew €At He 15| | He further

advised that he has telephone number] i |

‘ stated that he does know a n|
e declined to further identify this individual.

was asked if he remembered receiving a telephone call
on about April 30, 1972, from| | stated that he
does not recall receiving this telephorz—carT"

A partial transcript of this call, which was taped

by the General Telenhone ompa made available to the FBI,’
was read tol [ istated that this did not
refresh his Yecollection and he did not recall receiving the

‘call. was advised that the call was recorded by the
telephone company and he, | was reguested to listen to
a tape reflecting this corlversation. declined to listen

to the tape and stated that he did nof desire %o be involved in
this matter.

SA then served with a subpoena
to testify in United States DiSEFict Court Tor the Northern
District of California, Courtroom of Judge PECKHAM, 190 North
Market, San Jose, California, on October .24, 1972, at 10:00 AM.

[:::::::]advised that it

would be impossible for him to appear 1n court in San Jose,
California, and he stated that he would contact PAUL J. FITZPATRICK,
Assistant United States Attorney, San Francisco, and advise him
that he would not be present in court on October 24, 1972, as

directed.
b6
b7¢C
l0/18/72 California e SF 87-33313
On ot o
SA | 1
by SA ‘: wja Date t‘ilctuted 10/18/72

! is loanod 1o your agency;
This dccument contoins neither rocommendolions nor concluslons of the FBI, It is the properly of the FBl and is y o]

: i ur agency.
it ond ils contents ore not lo be distribuled outside your agency, NOIL dupl icated ‘Wlthln Yo g

8 . ¢
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‘The Los Angeles office, by letter dated October 30,
1972, furnished the following information: - |




2

Y

’

IR0 (Rav, =270 ) *'\:)
A - Sl ? -
Y v\) -

- | reo @@L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION )

Date of transcription 1__0427/72

| California, voluntarily appeared at the Riverside
esident Agency of the FBI for the purpose of interview,
E%ij:ji:]was advised of %the identlty of the interviewing
Agenss by display of credential and Purnished the followling
information regarding the activities of a | |

[ | idvised that he had only seen | |

He
said that[____ Jand a person named [7hose Tast
name was unknown to him, visited him| ]

L ] He stated that he has not talked
tol [via telephone since| |

When asked how he firs?t metl |
advised that i1t was through a telephone call mnade by
to stated that while hel | was
o '"phone Treak™ he Talked to[ ____ |approximately | |

It was at this time during the interview tha

was provided an FD-3008, Volun*tary Appearance;
Ldvice of Rights form, which he read and executed by signing)
When asked the nature of his conversations with

stated that it was just a "normal" conversation
Similar to any he would have with other "phone freaks", He
said that he 6id not know from where was placing the
telephone calls, .

A

¥

b6
b7C

Wtorviowed on  LO/2U/T2 California _ gy, #L0S _Angeles 87-36042

sa | | b6
10/26/72 *'°¢

by SA lab

PSE— [ dictated

10 -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to

your agened; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ageney.
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2
Li 87-~360u2
\ stated that he did not doubt thatl ]
vwas idsntical with | however, b2
usually used his true name when placing telephone calls, b
b7C
‘ was. desceribed by as follows:
Ra?e
Sex
Age
Height
Welght
Complexidn
Hair
[ | descrived ast name unknown) who
was with when he visgite as a tall white
male, aporoximately years of age, with blond hair.

From observation and information obtailned the
following description of[::::::::]is provided:

Name
. Sex

f Race r v
Height .
Welght
Hair
Eyes
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Soclal Security
Account Mumber !
Address

Telephone number

Employment

11




SF 87-33313
FAG:mJl

On October 19, 1972, Assistant United States b6
Attorn J. FITZPATRICK advised that a continuance b7C
of the trial would be requested. FITZPATRICK added.
that a new date of November 28, 1972, would be requested.

Mr. FITZPATRICK added that when a trial date has been set
by the court, new subpoenas will be issued to be served
on witnesses previously served requesting them to testify
in United States District Court.

Mr. FITZPATRICK advised that he has been informed
clerk of the United States District Court that the
trial, which had been continued to November 28, 1972,
W e re-scheduled to a later date. Mr. FITZRPATRICK, on
November 13, 1972, advised that a date for the trial
has not as yet been set.

12 %
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Mr.

Mr. Bishop mememm
Mr. Callahon e
Mz, Clovelomd e
Mr. Conrad
Mr,

) . Dalbe .

Mr. Geb Ll
Mr, Jenkius
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Miller, ES.
Mr. Purvis
Mr. Soyars
Mr, Wdlters e
Telg. Room
Mr. Kinley
Mr, Armstrong e
Ma, Herwig

N\

11721772
RECTOR (87-121189)

MCC

NEW YPRK (87-68137) (P) ' b6

Mra., Neondnl e \1

p7C .
FROM SAN FRANCISCO (87-33313) (P) 1P

P
v
A

| AKA
RE SAN FRANCISCO NITEL, OGTOBER TWENTY LAST.

ITSP ~ FBUW.

- AUSA PAUL J. FITZPATRICK, SAN FRANCISCO, ADVISED THIS DATE

T—

/

THAT TRIAL FOR DRAPER HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR

{

Y !

5

L

N

NEXT UsDQ MR., FITZPATRICK REQUESTS THAT

CALIF.

SA APPEAR FOR PRETRIAL.CGONFERENCE IN SAN FRANCISCO

NINE AM, NOVEMBER TWENTYSEVEN NEXT.

FITZPATRICK ALSO REQUESTS

MYO, WHO ARRESTED

AND OBSERVED

N,
\»/%

AT

e

T

e A T

7
T

THAT SA

HIM ATTEMPTQTQ CONCEAL YBLUE BOX" ACTIVATING DEVICE ON HIS TRUCK

AT TIME OF ARREST, ALSO APPEAR AT PRETRIAL CONFERENCE

NEXT UACB. ) f&? - \@
V. =
— e 7/ 20 LN
RES FBI WASH CLR & g NOV 25 107, >,
LXy 1972 i
B g

5495@ 1 1972

Civ%R}Q

v
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.~ Memorandum ,
TO .

DIRECTOR, FBI (87-121189) DATE: 11/14/72
@ﬁf IDENT. DIVISION. (LATENT FINGERPRINE SECTION)

U
é%.c, SAN FRANCISCO (87-33313) P
. b6
y)]

b7cC
laka,

FRO

SUEJECT:'

ITSp - FBW
00: SAN FRANCISCO

Re San Francisco nitel to Bureau, dated 10/12/72.

Enclosed for the Bureau are
initialed "RB," dated 10/¥72.

The enclosed latent fingerprints were obtained by

the San Jose PD at th e request of the Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company, San Jose, California, during the investigation
by the telephone company of a person or.persons unknown who

are attempting to modify the FMC Corporation's telephone system
regarding the makefip: of their service regarding confixence
calls.

Investigation into this matter has developed captioned
Snhiect as a nnsaible susnect and the enclosed latent prints

b7E

The Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to compare
Ienclosed latent fingerprints with fingerprints of |

| California,
arrested i

HED IN LFPS

SPECIMENS DETAC

California, by Buagents i adyise
San Francisco for dissemination to local authorities,

-~

Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to return
enclosures to San Francisco for return to local authorities.
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LATENT CASE NO. S '
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B-62741
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REFERENCE: . {,sbfoy 11 / 14 / 72 :
- EXAMIN ATION REQUESTED BY: Ban rrancisco

_SPECIMENS: 14 f,t,.s
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No latent prints of .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION WORK SHEET

_~Recorded: 11/20/72 11:00 a.m. Jjep AReference No: 87-33313 :
«FBI File No: 87-121189 —.
~ Received: 11/20/72 ~Latent Case No: A-62T741 /g’f

~~ Answer to: SAC, San Francisco

Examination requested by: Add¥essee

Copy to: : ‘ . ‘
)
/ﬁE: _ I | AKA} .
ITSP FBW oo
¢Date of reference communication: Tetter 11/14/72, . N :
Specime] . . 1 PS b6
Transparent 1if . b7C
Named _Subieot. N

|

N
(7%/7%- Gz

Result of examination: 4 : Examination by
Evidence noted by
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE lNVES‘TlGATlVE PERIOD

SAN FRANCISCO 12/6/72 11/21-29/72
REPORT MADE BY

dim

TYPED BY

SAN FRANCISCO
TITLE OF CASE /
A

aka CHARACTER OF CASE

b6

b7C

ITSP - FBW

, at San Francisco, 11/17/72.

»

ey
O

Report of SA

- I B
giCLOSURE N \§y7[/ﬂ/’55:iz;j
poce T

I <
;; TO BUREAU: One (1) final disposition report. f/
;j-\DMlNISTRATIVB: An information copy of this report is furnished
Zthe Los Angeles Officde in view of their interest in this matter.

o

N The blue box seized through the use of a search warrant
will be furnished to the FBI Laboratory by separate communication.

a
=z
% -
An extra copy of this report is being furnished the Bureau
for dissemination to FCC in view of their interest in Subject inasmuch<
] i)

H

as he holds a ham radio license.
wn
CASE HAS BEEN:

[CJ NONE ACQUIT-

ACCOMPLISHEMENTS CLAIMED
RECOVERIES TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [Jves K]no

CONVIC AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS f»_ ',YES NO

ELOY

$1,000
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACE

SPECIAL AGENT

1
APPROVED a/jj '/ IN CHARGE

CORJEXMADE;
@-. Bureau (87-121?89)(*5:101 1) " {7/ /X//Xg/ .;Q
- USA, San Francisco ) i
’ g1 pec111e;2 | REC- 22

1 - Los Angeles (87-36042)(Info)

, 3 - New York (87-68137) P
11 1 - usa, EDNY) I ek
N ‘- San Francisco(87-33313) >

Notations

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
Agency ECC
Request Recd,
Date Fwd. /9//5’/7;;
How Fwd. | by 0’»/1/ {\
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FD~20'3_ (Rev, 3-3-59)
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LT U”ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF RP5TICE AN
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ;
Copy to: 1 - USA, San Francisco

1 - USA, EDNY

Office:San Francisco, California

Report of:
Date: 1276772
Field Office File #: 87-33313 Bureau File #: 87121189
Title:
;b6
Character: INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY -P7C
FRAUD BY WIRE
Synapsis:

Subject reindicted before Federal Grand Jury, San Fran01sco,
11/28/72. 7 count indictment returned. On 11/29/72, in USDC,

I |, california, court accepted Subject's plea of nolo
contendere to cne count charge violation USC Title 18, Section

1343, | |
a"oq‘ B
- el
— -C-.
& 2 '
= ¢DETAILS: AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
Ty 35:;
<
Ty - On November 21. 18972. Assistant United States

Zj Attorney (AUSA) PAUL J,. FITZPATRICK advi ial

& 7 for| would be held oni in
the United STares District Court (USDC) at
California, Mr. FITZPATRICK further advised that he would

request a superseding indictment charglng with a 7
count violation United States Code, Title , section 1343,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
arc not to be distributed outside your agency, nor duplicatod within your agency.
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SF 87-33313
FAG/djm

LEAD

NEW YORK

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK: Will obtain a prosecutive
opinien from the USA, Lastern District of New York, inasmuch
as a possible ITSP - FBW violation exists in this district._
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 /
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41-CFR) 101-11.6 3 i ) « ’
UNITED STATE VERNMENT -

Memorandum

TO : AC’I’ING DIRECTOR, FBI (87-121189) DATE! 192/6/72
&) (ATTN: FBI LAB RADIO ENGINEERING SECTION)
encli SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (87-33313)()
2
SUBJECT: aka
s £ A | |
éu‘l’w TSP — TBW

Re Bureau letter to San Francisco, dated 6/8/72,
and San Francisco report of SA | | dated
12/6/172,

under Seperate oy po

b7C
Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory, Radio Engineering
Section, as requested in referenced Bureau communication,
is the "blue box" which was seized from Subject. The
FBI Laboratory may reta#n enclosed specimen,
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